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Ehe @[}a'mﬁer of Commrexce,
Mapras, 24th August, 18965,

N IHE HONBLE MR. G. L. CHAMBERS,
© CHAIRMAYN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
MADRAS.
“To

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, .
" (P. W. D.) RAILWAY BRANCH,
OOTACAMUND.

/

The Chamber has reason to Lelieve that it is the intention of the Government
of India, when the-line of railway from Madras to Calcutta is completed to divide
it for working purposes into two sections—the northiern portion, from Calcutta to

- Vizianagram, being placed under the control of the Bengal-Nagpur Rzul“ay Company,

and the southern portion, from Vizianagram to M‘ldras under that of the ‘Madras -
!.‘ Railway '

ompany.

Such a division, if finally adopted, will, in the Chamber’s opinion, be most
detrimental to the interests of the mercantile community of the City .of Madras
and of the Presidency generally. The Presidency should, the Chamber con-
tends, be exclusively reserved .for railways under the administrative control.. of
the Madras ‘and South Indian Railway Companies, and the Chamber strongly
deplecates the reported proposal toallow the Bengal-Nagpur Railway to control
any portion of the East Coast line south of Cuttack., TLe. sphere of the Bengal-

. Nagpur-~ Rallx\ay lies within the. Central Provinces and Bengal; the Company has

" no mtelests in this Presidency, but, on ‘the contrFl‘_Jts interests are antagonistic to

those of the ‘south- east districts of Madras. The/lencth of the line - between Vizia-
nagram and the northern boundary of the Madras Pies: csuTency will be—in round figures—
"00 miles, \\lnch is no insignificant pomon of the whole line, and 'the _Government

R
" of India, in giving the control of 'it to an outslde Company, would be acting contrary -

to the wishes of merchants and traders of this Presidency aund in a manner pchudx-
cial to thc succccs of the railway 1tsclf L

.

The Chamber falls to see what qd\anitar*os

mll be demed from malmm

Vizianagram the point of junction of the Bengal-Nagpur and Madras Railway Com-"

pames The arrangement will have a nnmfcst disadvantage even fox the Government,

“as the portion proposed to be assigned-to the former railway will.-be under the

<upems10n "of two scparate Depaltments of Government—from - Calcutta’ to " the
l)oundany of the Ganjam District it will. be subject to the control of the Govern-
ment of Bengal and fxom thenee to Vizianagram to the control of the Govern-
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- cannot be so casily remedied.

. Northern Circars of this Presidency are from every point of view

ment of Madras. The inconvenience that would probably arise from this sub-divi-

sion would be overcome by placing the whole of the northern portion under the « -
control of one Government, but the disadvantages to which the mere

will be subject on the entry of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway

antile community
into this Presidency

It is scarceiy neceszary to point out to Government that commercially, ethno-;
graphically and geographically the Bengal Districts north of Cuttack are totally

-

distinet from the Madras Districts south of it, and it would be only reasonalle an((ff-
politic that the separate sections of the Fast Coast Railw

ay should correspond to
these differences.

The Chamber, moreover, is of opinion that the necessity for respecting these
differences gathers additional weight in the case of the Bengal-Nagpur

Railway, because
the portion from Cuttack to Vizianagram is alt

ogether outside the legitimate sphere and
legitimate interests of that line. Its legitimate sphere is behind the Eastern Ghauts and
in the Lower Provinces of Bengal : its legitimate interests flow from the North-E

ast to
the South-West and vice verse, and may be said to be centred in C

aleutta., The

absolutely foreign to
the Bengal-Nagpur system : their trade naturally enough flows southwards rather than

northwards and their commercial interests can only be served effectively by a single
railway administration dealing with the whole bedy of merchants and producers in
that part of the Bwmpire. To detach a small portion of what jg
homogone@us commercial sphere and land over the administration of its railway
communications to what is practically a foreign railway administration, whose interests
are centred e¢lsewhere and the bulk of whose dealings is with people of different
langnage ‘and race and with different commercial interests, would, in the Chamber’s
opiuion, be a grave error of judement. ,

E R SR TR - - S Te - " )
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From the point of view of the merchant, the producer, the §hippcr, and the
people generally of the Northiern Circars, there can be no manner of doubt that

the best interests of those districts, and consequently of Government which has
provided railway communication for them, would best, and indeed could only, be
served by a single administration along the whole coast line that pertains to Madras ;
and from the point of view of the Government Consulting Engineer’s Department ‘also
it is, in the Chamber's opinion, only politic and reasonable that the control of
railways in Madras Districts should be exercised from Madras only, and not p

artly
from Madras and partly from Caleutta.

In conclusion, the Chamber trusts that the Madras Government
olready done so, will address the Government of India on

, if it has not
this important sulject,

I Lave the honour to le,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

Clairmii,

)

protesting against the acceptance of such a proposal as that referred to, which, IS e e

-sanctioned, will have most damaging effects on the interests of the Madras Coast,*
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