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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARBRTMENT.

Railway.
Read the following papers :— '

From the Collector of Nflgiris, to the Jcint Secretary to Government, Public Works
Department, Railway Braoch, dated Ootacamund, 19th January 1893,
No. 6 G.T.

I bave tho hononr to report that sll the private lands required for the Nflgiri
Railway between the Coonoor bridge and the district boundary on the Mettupilaiyam
side have been acquired and made over to the Company with the exception of that
situated in the Barliyér estate for which, however, an offer has been made and accepted
and which will be handed over on 20th instant. Portions of 14 properties have been
acquired in ll, and tho annexed statement will show the names of such estates, the
arcas acquired, the claims made, the sums awarded, and the total rate per acre paid
including allowances for severance, roads and crop statutory percentage and ordinary
interest. ‘'The dates of payment of the awards are also entered.

9. For the first acquisition in the list, namely, Aessrs. Stancy and Co.’s office
premises, the first application as sent to the Collector included a narrow strip of land
alongsido the new Ghit road and this was acquired for the trifling sum of Rs. 64

" and odd. Bubsequently, however, the Railway Company desired that the remainder of

the premises, including buildings valued at Its. 8,000, might be acquired. But after
receipt of my letter, No. 13 G.T., dated 26th January 1892, askiog if the buildings
wero required, the Government dirapproved of this costly acquisition es unneces-
sary for the immediato purpose of the railway — vide G.0., No. 603 R., dated
23rd February 1892, Publio Works Department.  The second acquisition, Cleveland,
as @ coffee estate is almost of 8 nominal value. It bas not becn really worked for
years. The first acquisition in this estate was made by my predecessor, who also

" made an offer for the second acquisition thercin which was completed by myself.

Tho cost per acre was Rs. 811 and Rs. 307 respectively for cither acquisition,

3. Next below Cleveland estato starting from Coonoor and marching towards
Mettupalaiyam come the largo estates of Glenmore and Ruonymede, offers for which
wero made by ray predeceasor. After a long gmd exhaustive inquiry subsequcntly made
by the District Court, in the course of which a great many gentlemen engaged in
planting were examincd as witnesses, it was found that the market value of these estates
was Rs. 600 per acre including crop. The amount, howover, of the Collector’s offer
had necessarily to be paid in regard to the first portion acquired in Glenmore. which
cost to Government Rs. €80, and in Runnymede which cost the Government Rs. 1,058
per acre.

Subsequently to the award of the District Court, two more acquisitions were made
in Glenmore estate by myself at Rs. 677 and Rs. 697 per acre. The evidence given
before the District Court showed that these cstates were by no means among the
best in the district, Their value was largely overestimated and that their markey

v -
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value was not nearlﬁ that offered by the Collector is obvious from the fact that euch
offer included the allowances in some cases of as much as Ks. 300 an acre for the cro
on the trees, whereas the District Court found twice that sum to Ve the marke;;
value of the land plus crop to buy outright, Tbe fact that so generous un offer was
made in regard to these estates made scttlement with the owners of three or four of the
best estates on the hills situated lower dowm the ghét somewhat difficyle. The
owners naturally preferred to refer to the terms of the offers made for Runnymede
and Glenmore rather than to the decision arrived at by the District Court ag to what
was in fact the market value of coffee estates.

4. In Lower Tiger Rock estate three ‘acquisitions were made. The Brst was
completed by my predecessor, and in regard to the second and third I paid the amounts
offercd by him and accepted by the owner. The cost per acre was Rs. 875, Ra. 1,020
and Ks. 475, respectivcly, for the first, sccond and third acquisitions in Lower Tiger
Rock estate, the considerable differcnces being due to varying allowances for crop on
the parts of the estate situated in Coonoor and Barliydr villages and to the lower
market value awarded for the land and trees on tho Barliyir side owing to the
infericrity of the soil and neglected condition of tho trees.

6. Up to this time the notifications reccived from Government had been accepted
without criticism, but during my inspcctions of Glenmore and Runnymede estates
which were made for the purpose cf defending the Government interests in the
references to the District Court madoe in regnrd to these estates ond after inspection of
the remainder of the line down to and beyond the Barliydr river, it appeared to me
that considerable arcas of temporary land bhad been taken up in valuable coffee
estates, and on consulting the Engincer-in-Clief it sppeared to be by no mecans
certain that all this land would neccssarily be wanted. It also oppeared that it was
impossible, owing to the physical configuration of the ground, for Engineers to
predicate with any certainty what land would be required for spoil banks. Concern-
ing this question, in which considerable pecuniary interests were involved, I addressed
the late Consulting Enginecr demi-officially and, after a conference between him and
the Engincer-in-Chief and mysclf, proposals were submitted to Gorernment, which
. resulted in the decision thatin regard to spoil banks and damage done b),' flying
boulders tho Government would pay for actual dumage dome. Iag lands gee:
acquired according to the original notifications, 64:28 acres which were cut out of
such notifications would have becn acquired at a cost of Rs. 24,289, culculated upon
the offers made and accepted for such areas of tho like character as have actuall
been acquired. . Of course actual damages remain to be paid, but I feel suro that a
very large saving will be exhibited, and it is by no meuns certain that the damages
to have been paid would not have been equally great Lad all the temporary land
originally notified been taken up. The temporary land for epoil banks ran horizont.
ally alongside the narrow permancnt way, and “spoil would certainly lLave been
projected far beyond such banks in vertical lines down tbrough tho estates. My
Weightman allowed that the lands notificd would by no means have sufficed and
might very probably, after having been acquired at very considerablo cost, notably
in Benhgpe and Barliy4r, have proved uscless. This factand other circumstances were
fully laid beforo tho late Consulting Engincer in demi-official correspondence which
has not been brought before Government, -

6. To procced down the ghit next to Lower Tiger Rock is the i

in which 8:67 acres were acquired for Rs, 575 pgr acre. A smx?lxleeg::ﬁ:;ta?f
Mullanur (acres 1'43) which is in a high state of cultivation coet as much as Re. 813
per acre, aud from this point onwards to the end of the line the question of
severance became one for anxious consideration. The Land Acquisition Act provides
for compensation being paid. for ¢ the damage, if any, sustained by the person
~ interested at the time of awarding compensation by reason of severine such land from
his other land,” section 24, clause 2, and for * the damage, if anoy, sustained by

the_ person interested « by reason of the acquisition injuriously affecting
his ,other property, whether moveable or immoveable, in any other manner or his

earnings,” scction 24, clause 3. " Up to this point the rail L -
extremities of the estates mear the river an P si'way had ron along the

4

d lapd was in such cascs as a rule taken

aag

18tn Fesruvany 1893, No. 368 R., PreLic Worxs, - 3

up right dowa to the river, so that the question either did not arisc at all or when
it did was of smull moment; but from Mullanur down to the end of the Barliyir
estate, a distance of about 4} miles, the line passes for the most part through the
middle of scveral of the most valuable and most highly cultivated estates on the
hills, not ouly making necessary deep cuttings across which access satisfactory to
owners can hardly be provided by the Company for the passage of coolies, transport
of manure, &o., but also dividing each estate into two nearly equal portions and
severing that portion above the line from the otﬁces,_the pulping houses, and the
base from which labour proceeds upwards and manure is carried. Thus it will be
secn that not only were the estates to bo dealt with below Mecejee far more valuable
than those above it, but they are also fir more injuriously affected owing to this
section of the railway ruaning on a steep slope in continual cuttings which entails
damage from spoil and boulders to the portion lying below as well as damage by
severance to that Iying above the line. Th.e 8th estate to be dealt with was that of a
Badaga not very highly cultivated, for which Rs. 288 per acro were paid. The 9th
a'so belongs to Badugas and ran to Its. 335 per acre only because certain buildings
upon it are situated on the line and hud to be acquired. Upwards of 10 acres in Hill
Grove were acquired at Rs. 316 per acre owing to the circumstance that the line
fortunately passes nearly slongsido the lower boundary of this valuable estate. In
the 11th acquisition 3 acres of uncultivated l10d belonging to Irulers were acquired
for a nominal sum, and the 13th acquisition, Kurambadi, cost no more than Rs. 305 an
acre, It is a poorly cultivated estate, but considerable damage will unavoidably be
done in the courso of construction, for the land is as precipitous as it can well be and
spoil will fail at lcast as far as the Ghit road.

7. There remain the 12th and 14th acquisitions, Benhope and Barliydr. These
are extremely vuluablo estates and it was chiedy on accouut of the large arca
(ucres 4'83 and 42'G2) of temporary land within their boundary whish had been
provided in the original notifications thut. [ urgcd. upon the Coasulting Engineer the
necessity for making reductions. The evidence given befure me at the inquiry went
to show thut these are among the very best estates on the hills and unfortunately
they are o situated upon steep slopes, with the railway passing in each case through
the middle of the estate, that, as explained above, I fear that not inconsiderable
further damage will be done to them. In. Benhope a sum of Rs. 530 for severance
and of Rs. 1,428 for damago done to the zigzags of tho elaborate revetted cart road
raiscs the rato per acre for the acquisition of 2:3 acres to Rs. 1,8G6. The market
value awarded by me per acre was Rs. 880 for land including crop. ~ All my offers were
made without any special allowance for crop. Crop is or should be an incident of
coffce estate and without crop its market vnlqe would be very small and it is by taking
into consideration what the average crop is that s market value is struck. The
District Court made no allowance for crop. but calculated the market value by esti-
matiog the value of the crop'annually produced and of the l.nnd as improved by capital -
expenditure. The Barliydr estate 18 divided in to two portions. That on the Coonnor
side of the river approximates in value to Benhope, while that on the Mettup4laiyam
side is far inferior. The acquisition in this estate, which even now comes to 14-23
acres as against 65°12 ocres o_ngmnlly notified, amounts in all, chiefly owing to the |
comparatively large sums paid for severance, to Rs. 8§95 per acre. The railway’
divides the greater portion of this cstate from its base, from 1Ats offices and from
its labour and manure supply and a‘ﬂ'ct.:ts its working vory considerably. Owing to
the error made at the office of the Engineer-in-Chief of the Railway in plotting the
revenuo fields, it became necessary to make u reference to Govcmme.nt, but the owners
of the lands to be acquired baving agreed not to take any exception to the error of
description in the sccond notification, u fresh notification was pronounced unnecessary
on reference to Government. All errors haviog been finally rectified and correct
plans haviog been received from. the Survey Dopartmen.t, the payment of compensa-
tion has becn fixed for tho 20th instant, the amounts being calculated and the figures
placed in the hands of the Acting Colloctor. .'

8. The scttlcment of theso 14 acquisitions has been an anxious and trouble-
some task. The total cost to Goverament, including the statutory compensation of
16 per ccnt. and interest, amounts to Rs. 87,054 as against Rs. 2,388,454 claimed,
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Memo. No. 2279 G.

In enclosing an extract from o lettor, dated 25th instaot, from Belli of Koda ivill
complaining that & lot of coffes trees in ful] beariug have been damaged by the rol'l?:::i:::; 5‘;
stones, the Deputy Tabsildar of Cooncor is directed to have the locality ins
Bevenue Inspector in compsny of the petitioner and the nature and extent of

reported on at & very early date. If the Revenue Inspector cannot be d
Tmildu should himself attend to this work. pecto oputed, the Dcputy

2. A kyfiet should be taken from petitioner as to the nature of the d
money compensation he claims therefor.po o ot the damage and bhow much

3. The report Og the Deputy Tlhlud.r or Revenue In.mr should be made in o tabular
form with the following headings :—

(1) Name of claimant and his tit]e,
(2) Date of claim

(3) Settlement number and Dame of estate on which dam is all .
(4) Description of each damage. of eslate o ¢ age 1s alleged

(5) Amount claimed.
(6) Full and concise report explaining how and what damage was caused and its m

ouney value.
4. It should be particularly noted whether the damage, if any, was caused by th
rocks flying aboat or by the intentiona] rolling down of stones by tio nuilway '°'k’peo;1:h“ed
Ootacamunp, Sipned . N
30th August 1892, (Signed) J.D. Iéful‘;z;r

Memo. No. 2801 G.

The Collector has inspected lands covered by earth of spoil banke in Gleamo i
Grove estates. ‘It will bo neoessary for a record to be mtintll,::cl‘l of the condition (?! :ﬁdlgg:
oovered by spoil. In Iill Grove the lands so covered at preseat may be safely taken to be of
the same character and quality and to be covercd with the same character and quality of crop as
that taken up for the rsilway  The same remarks apply to the land covered in Glenmore.
The owners in each case have been advised to keep a reoord of the condition of the land covered
and of the damage done as it proceeds. The Collector will from time to time inspect and note
but it will be neceseary for the Revenus Inepectors and the Deputy Tahsildar .

) . slso o take not
from time to time to supplemont the Collector's inspections whioh can uecessarily only be ooc:.i!::::l..

2. The most convenient plan would be for the Revenus Inspectors to i
to the work in over{ month and the result of their inspections must be noted in the register to
be maintained in the Deputy Tahsildar's office, which register will be produced as importance
evidence at the inquiry to be finally made whon work at each point has been finished and the
Collector proceeds to assess the actual damage done,

3. The results of the Collector’s inspections above noted to be entered in the Deputy
Tabsildar's register. Furthor information as regards Hill Grove will be found noted on the
map of the railway soquisition. '

Ootacanunp, (Signed) J. D. REES,
14th October 1892, Collector.

——

Telegram to the Collector of Nilgiris, dated 2nd February 1893, No. B. 43.

Ozper—dated 18th February 1893, No. 368 R., Public Works.

The Government approves of the action taken by the Collector of Nflgiris for
the sssessment and payment of damages in acquiring lands for the Nflgiri Railway
and sanctions the appointment of a temporary Railway Revenue Inspector on a salary
of Rs. 60 per mensem. )

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. V. CONSTABLE, Major, R.E.
Ofig. Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
Railway Branch.
To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

» Revenue Department.

» Collector of Nilgiris.

» Examiuver, Guaranteed Railway Acoounts,
» LExaminer, Publioc Works Aooounts,

Exd. C. A. Munisawmy.
Spare Copies
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RAILWAY.

@obt. of {1893} S udrus,

PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated February, 18tA,

Reod. Bnct,

G.0., 18th Feb. 1893, No.36;

FEBRUARY,

Nilgiri Railway

The action taken by the Collector of Nf-
giris for the assessment aud payment of .
damages in acquiring lands for the —,
approved, and the sppointment of a tempo-
rary Ruilway Revenue Inspector on a aalary
of Rs. 40 per measem, sanctioned.

21st Marcr 1893, No. 588 R., PusLic Worxs.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

Railway.

wtead the following paper :—

From the Acting Collector of Nilgiris, to the Under-Secretary to Government Putli
.I\\Vor:l;: gepnrtment, Railway Branch, dated Oomcgund, 13th March 11;59;5‘:
\No. t.

With referenco to the first portion of para. 2 of vour letter N )
20th ultimo, and in continuation of para. 2 of my lct{er No. le; da(:.eg.lfs?l:;ag&fg
I have the honour to report, for the information of Goveroment, that Do compensation
was awarded to the owners of the Hill Grove estate for anticipated damago toproads or
paths lying within or without acquired limits or for inte ti Jwav 1i
with such roads or paths, recction of the railway line

2. In his evidence before the Collector on 14th Ma 1892 ] i
Chicf of the Nflgiri Railway stated that *. thereynre no ’c?:: rEoggniiernx'xH
Grov?. We give crossings wherever' there are paths and they may not be liu
:l::fz:z the same place, but paths; will be continued to poiut' of diversion at 307

3. Mr. L. Reilby, as agent for the owners, claimed Rs. 100 ¢ for o
the road,” but in the oﬂ'cromado by the Collt’zctor and accepted b;r ;}]: ‘;fe'?xl"eéo
hearing Mr. Weightman's evidence the cluim was disallowed. It is diﬂi;:ult toysnn
which portion of the road Mr, Reilby’s claim referred to, y

4. As regards damage to road, &c., outside acquired limits, Government, in its
order, dated 15th August 1892, No. 2°A°’ R., Public Works, has expressed its willing-
uess to pay compensation for damago done by spoil thrown on to coffeo land and by

boulders rolling down the stecp lopes, the Railway Company held I bl

damage causedoby blasted rock flying ;bout. pany able for cost of
5. It scems then clear that in the case of IIill Grove estate that th ' i

taining the road communication ¢hould be burne by the Railway (;:r:;:; ;f ;:atx:;

Government sccording as the intersected or obstructed parts of such roads lie within

or without the acquired limits as above stated. \

6. Tho Railway Company has hitherto not disputed its liability to maintain and

" restore road communications within acquired limits, Written assurances to the above

cffect were conveyed to my predecessors both by the present -and previous Engineer-
in-Chief, which assurances were intimated to all the cluimants gt every land acquisi-
tion case. This undertaking on the part of the Railway Company is in strict accord-
ance with the provisions of the Railway Act (IX ot 1890)—vide sections 10 (1)
11 (1) and 11 (2). )
7. Compensation has been awarded in several cases on account of j

of cultivation of parts of estates divided off by the railway as the cooliosn:-ri‘l‘??:vzots:
pass through particular points* or crossings provided by the Railway Company
instead of walking through all or the greater portion of the -estutes as beforeP th{a
acquisition l‘ot lt]he railway landsl. b'I'he award of such compensation docs pot, I
assume, make the estate-owners liable to the cost of maintainine b

without acquired limits for obvious reasons. iing roads within or
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S. Therc are only two® cases in which compensation was awarded for parts
® Darliar and Benbope, of roads taken up within acquired limits,

. The dictum of Government as expressed in
para. 2 of your letter, which ia jp accord

) ance with the provisions of the Railway
Act, proviso (a) to section 1] (3), will be kept in view in such cascs,

—

Public Works.

2 Lo ¢ 'S a e 1acidenco of cost of maintaining road and path
communications lying within and without property acquired for tho Nflgiri Ruilway
Pensation for severance has not been provided for are
correct,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) F. R. UPCOTT,
Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
LRailway Brauch.

g En{ineer for Railways.
»  Revenue De nrts:nti.‘\dmn allvay Gompaay.
»  Collector of Nilgin

" l'.nminor, Publio “:orh A

ccounts,
” Gmntm IM‘., Amnnu.

Exd. A. D. Xarier.
Spare Copies.
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