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16te Marcr 1893, No. §61 R., Pusic Wozzs.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

_ Bdlwsy:
Read the follovﬁng paipers — | .
From the Acting Collector of Nflgiris, to the Joint Secretary to Government, Public

Works Departinent, Railway DBranch, dated Ootacamund, 14th Fcbruary
1593, No. 17 Gt.

I have the honour to bring the Yollowing facts to the notice of Government, as I
deern them to be very important in connection with possiblo payment of compensation
in futare. I have before adverted to them in my letter No. 237 of 81st ultimo to
the Necrctary and Agent, Nflgiri Railway Company (Limited), copy of which was
submitted with endorsement, Mis. No. 67, of the same date, for the information of
Government.

2. In the first place it may be, [ supposoe, taken as granted that, if the railway
block a path to 8 coffee estate and thereby prevent the neccseary manure being
carried to it, the possible damage to the next year’s crop on an cstate which produces
snnually something like 100 tons of coffee is not to be set down under a good man

thousands of rupees, and for this damage Government, 1 presume, will be held
liable. .

8. This obstruction to traffic now obtains in the case of Ilill Grove estate close
to the site of the Ilill Grove station on the new railway.

. 4. I copsidered at first that the obstruction might be got rid of by building an
overshoot to convey spoil over the path and let it fall below and this would remedy
the matter at that particular point no doubt, but inspection shows the difficulty to be
just as great further along the puth; the obstruction is just as considerable and

" owing to the distance of the -cutting from the path no overshoot is at that point

possible.

5. It is difficult for me to give an adequate description of the place nor will any
sketch give much ides. The hill is terribly stecp and the path very narrow owing,
of course, to the spoil constantly falling on it, and yesterday it was not without diffi-
culty that we could get along on foot. For laden bullocks it is, in its present
condition, most dangerous, for the slope is so stcep and the soft spoil which covers
the ground below the path gives 8o infirm a foothold that man or beast that once
goes over the edgo is done for; neither is it always wide enough to allow a pack
bullock to pass.

6. I have considered, I believe, all possible suggestions in the matter with a
view to kecping the path below clear and they are as follows :—

(i) The overshoot plan.—This will only keep clear one portion of the path, and, it
all spoil were led to the one or two overshoots made, it would immeneely increase the
cost of the cutting, while it is doubtful if the zigzags of the path lower down the
hill would not be blocked by the large quantity of spoil falling at one or two parti-
cular points.

(ii) The plan of leading the apoil along the path and dizcharging st from the palh
stself instead of from the cutting.—This would also incresse the expense much, but I
observe it is being done in another but much smaller cutting higher up the line, so
that the old ghit may not “Bb blocked. The lead from some parts of this cutting
would be very long, 80 to 100 yards, on a very steep alope,



2 16re Mazch 1893, No. 561 R., Pusuio Wozks.

iii) Tha special 7ang plan.—A special gang might be employed and paid by
Govemsnozt to cf:nr .imf I:.be spoil?s it falls on the path. The contrqctot of t})o
railway cutting, be he never so much ordered in the matter, cares n?.ﬂ}mg for its
ath below nor will he keep it properly open even if he could ; I say ¢ if he could ”
use, while 50 coolies are discharging epoil from gbove, it is not easy for persons
to work on the path below owing to the constantly falling spoil, which runs down the
hill at a great pacoas I saw yesterdny. The employmeut of such agency would
necessitate the coolies in the cutting stopping every now aod again, while the special
gang cleared away' the debris below. This, of course, would delay bullocks that
wanted to pass for the slope is 8o steep that no man can stand on- the side of the bill
off the path, there being no foothold whatever,

(iv) The plun of waing the ghdt roud round by Coomoor for the comveyance of

manure (o the esltale.—This would cost something like Bs. 4,000 or more, which is
excedsive, - '
(v) The plan of abandoning this cutling work for 3 months from AMarch last.—
This would enable the manure contract to be carried out and the path to be kept
open and the rsilwsy contructor is, I understand, willing to defer the work, The
Engineer-in-Cbicf is not so, but, unless this plan is carried out, I cannot sce any
other remedy which is so thoroughly efficient. The nature of the ground is such that
this cutting cannot be ‘‘turned” by making a new path up to Iill Grove estate
and avoiding this difficult part of the hill,

7. There are mavny parts of the line where plenty of work remains to be done,
and if plan (ii) of leading away the spuil below the path cannot_be carried out, and I
do not think it is possible on account of the zigzags below getting covered with spoil,
it soems to me that nothing remains except for Government to order the discontinuance
of work at this point for the time suggested. Auny other plan is only too likely to lead
to obstructions of the path anc disputes and possible claim for compensation, which
it will be most difficult to decide ou nercafter.

8. Meantime, I would poiot out respectfully that the matter is an urgent oue as
this thriving estato is being delayed of its manure supply and I solicit very early
instructions as to its disposal.

From the Under-Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, -Railway
Branch, to the Secretary and Agent, Nilgiri Railway Company, dated 20th
February 1893, No. 775 C.

T am directed to forward, herewith, copy of letter No. 17 Gt., dated 14th February
1893, from the Collector of Nflgiris, und to request to be informed it you can,
without detriment to the general progress of the work om the railway, postpone
work on the cutting mentioned for threo months from lst March 1893, and, if not,
whether you can carry out any of the other suggestions made by the Colleetor.

——

From the Secrctary and Agent, Nflgiri Railway Company (Limited), to the Under-Secre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department. Rail:
Coonoor, 2nd March 1893, No. 526. P ot, Railway Branch, dated

In reply to your No. 775 C., dated 20th February 1893, I have the b i
you that the contractor is willing to stop the workrytempo;trily at any opl:aoiun: t:rmﬁ‘i)m
on thg line whprq the Collector thinks it desirable to do so snd where a necfw
deposit of spoil interferes with estate communications, provided Goverument will
compensate him for any loss or delay which he may sustain thercby. ‘

2. Asan instance, I may perhaps point out that it is
sub-contractors will claim compensation for the stoppage of n:;x:;r tvl:::k p:: l:: 1:111: tb;x:
consequeance, have to be rushed through hereafter, Should any such clair T
would of course be defrayed by Government.

ms be made, it

. 16ta Maxcr 1893, No. 6§61 R., Pcsuoc Works. 8

* Orprr—dated 16th March 1898, No. 561 R., Public Works.

The letter from the Becretary and Agent, Nflgiri Railway Company, will be com-

~ municated to the Collector of Nfilgiris with the information that Government cannot

give the guarantee required by the Company and that the further statementa promised
in his letter No. 18 Gt., dated 1st March 1893 (G.0., No. 519 R., dated 11th March
1893) will be awaited. _ . ‘ N

: (True.Extract.)

’ o ' "~ Major, RE,
Oftg. Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
: Railway Branoh.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
" Collgotor of Nilgiris. : :

Ezxd .A, D. Xavier.
8pare Copies
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Hill Grove Estate

Letter from the Secretary and Agent, Nfl-
giri Railway Company, shtin%o tbat the
railway cutting near — will stopped
temporarily provided - compensation: was
paid by Government for any loss or delay
sustained by the contractor, communicated
to the Collector of Nflgiris with remarksand
the further statements promised by the
Collector infhis letter No. 19 Gt., dated 1st
March 1893, awaited. '
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