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29xp ‘Juse- 1893, No. 965 R., PupLic Works. *

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

' PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

. Read the following papers : —
From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, dated Madras, 5th June 1893.

From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, to the Secretary to the Govern-
’ ment of India, Public Works Department, Railway Branch, dated Madras,
5th June 1893.

Particulars have recently been published by the Madra§ Press of certain
proposals made by Mr. Kirby, through Mr. Lonsdale, to the Diwan of Mysore for
the construction of the following metre gauge railway extensions, viz., (a) from Erode
to Nanjangud ; (8) from Hassan to Mysore; and (¢) from M angalore to Hassan and
Arsikeri, and it is now stated that the Government of India has called for the views
of the Government of Bombay, presumably on proposals (#) and (¢).

The Chamber not unnaturally anticipated that the views of the Madras
mercantile community on the proposals would have been invited by the Madras
Government; but, as there is mo indication of such a course being adopted, the
Chamber feels called upon without further delay to respectfully protest in the strongest .
possible manner against proposal () which it hopes the Government of India will not
be persuaded to sanction if only on account of the suicidal railway policy which such
a concession would, in the opinion of this Chamber, promote and encourage in this
Presidency.

The Government of India originally ruled most distinetly that metre gauge
railways in the Madras Presidency were designed to act as feeder lines to the standard
gauge, and, at the opening of the Kistna_brldge, Ii_[is Excellency Lord Wenlock
expressed his personal adherence to that pol}cy—fa policy, however, which was most
unwisely departed from when the metre gauge 1_1nes crossed the r_standard gauge at
Rénigunta and K4tpddi and when a direct competing metre gauge line was introduced
running parallel with, and almost alongside, the standard gauge from Kitpddi to
Guntakal junction. )

The construction of the Erode-Nanjangud Railway would place Karikal and
Marmagao in direct connection by the metre gauge system ; it Would. open a new
artery for traffic from east to west entirely evading the pqrt of Madras; it vyould give
the metro gauge railways long leads for traffic from practically the four points of the
compass in direct competition with the standard gauge railway, which the metre

_gauge railways were avowedly introduced to feed ; and, finally, it would, aided b

low railway rates over long leads, Jow harbour cues, and correspondingly low freights
from the foreign ports alluded to, divert trade and traffic from their legitimate outlet
and play havoc with the trade of Madras and with the income of the Madras Railway.
The Chamber can only characterise such a poliey, if lpaug}lratedz as unjust and
ruinous to the trade of Madras, whose interests are identical with those of the
Madras Railway. The Government of India has already to meet ¢n sterling the deficit
caused by the failure of the Madras Railway to earn 1fs guaranteed interest and pro-
posal (a), if sanctioned, would be as direct a manner of increasing that deficit and
adding to the burden which Government has already stated its inability to bear as if
the earnings of that railway were decreased by a stroke of the pen. That most
serious injury would be inflicted on the port of Madras by a connecting line of metre

. L"b B T U T




2 22xp June 1893, No. 965 R., PusLic Works.

gauge from the Southern Mahratta Railway at Nanjangud to the South Indian Rail-
way at Erode is a matter of such certainty that proposal (2) has caused considerable
alarm among the merchants of Madras.

In its letter to the Government of Madras of the 9th March last (copy of which
is enclosed), the Chamber adverted to the very prejudicial consequences to important
British trade interests which would ensue from the construction of the two branch
lines of railway from Pondicherry to Tiruppéppuliydr an

. i - d from Karikal to Peralam, and
1t protested against them owing to the fact that they would intensify the diversion of

trade from British to Foreign ports which was inaugurated by the initial error in the
alignment of the metre gauge railway system of Southern India.
which were used in that letter apply with equal, if not greater, force
Erode-Nanjangud Railway, and the Chamber tru
refuse to be a party to a scheme which is fraug
to this port.

The trade of Madrag has subjected itself to an onerous tax j
harbour dues, which it would most certainly not have been willing to impose upon
itself had it for & moment supposed that future lines of railway to be: constructed
would be so laid out as to divert traffic from the port of Madras, and, if the
authorities who are responsible for this disastrous railway policy persist in carrying
it out in opposition to the wishes of the Government and the public of this Presi-
dency, the Chamber considers that it is only fair that the Madras harbour should be
converted into an Imperial work and Madras made a free port. Unless this is done
and the initial policy of the Government of India adhered to, in a few years Madras
will sink to the position of a third-rate port and the Madras Railway become a heavy

burden to the State—an eventuality which is naturally viewed with alarm by those
interested in the maintenance of the prestige of Madras.

The Chamber has no objection to proposals (4) and (¢),
necessity for the proposed Lrode-Nanjangud Railway sav
the metre gauge system, and, for the reasons set fort
request the Government of India to refuse to sanction j

The arguments
to the proposed
sts that the Government of India will
ht with such grievous consequences

n the shape of

but it can see no possible
e that it would complete
h above, it would earnestly
ts construction,

Orpre—dated 22nd June 1893, No. 965 R., Public Works,

The foregoing letter will be submitted to the Government of India.

2. The Governor in Council is, however,
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the pro
Railway system with the Southern Mahratta Rai
Railways to Mangalore. Not unnaturally the
look the great advantage to Southern India t
advantage to the general public should not, in
nated to the effect the line may have on the trade of the Madras harbour and the
Madras Railway, even if it were certain that such effect would be injurious. It is,
. however, extremely probable that both the Madras Railway and the port of Madras

would share in the increase of general prosperity which may be looked for from the
obviously desirable connection and extensions referred to,

unable to endorse the views of the
posed connection of the South Indian
Iway and the extension of the Mysore
Chamber of Commerce appear to over-

the opinion of Govemment, be subordi-

[Here enter No. 966 R., dated 22nd June 1893.] -
(True Extract.)
(Signed)  F. R. UPCOTT,

Jomnt Secy. to Govt.,, P.W.D.,
Railway Branch,

To the Oha;mnan, Chamber of Commerce, Madras,

Exd. A. D. Xavier.
Spare Copies Col
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RAILWAY.

Gobt. of {1893} Fabdrus,
PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated June, 2244,

Recd. ) _ Enci,

G.0., 22nd June 1893, No. 965 R,

JUNE.

Conneétion between the South

Indian and Southern Mahratta

Railways

Letter from the Madras Chamber of
Commerce protesting against the proposed
__ and the extension of Mysore Railways
to Mangalore, ordered to be forwarded to

the Government of India,

22xp June 1893, No. 966 R., PueLic Wogrks. .

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.

LerrEr—Ifrom

F. R. UPCOTT, Esa.,
Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,
Railway Branch,

To . -

v Tae SECRETARY 1o Tae GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

Siz,

I am directed to forward, for the consideration of the Government of India, the
enclosed Proceedings * of this Govern-

*No. 965 R., dated 22nd June 1893. ment containing a letter addressed to the

‘ Government of India by the Madras

Chamber of Commerce, in which that body protests, in the interests of the Madras

Railway and the port of Madras, against the project for the connection between the

South Indian Railway and Southern Mahratta Railway and for the extension of the

Mysore Railways to Mangalore submitted with my letters Nos.619 R. and 819 R.,
dated 23rd March and 6th May 1893. :

2. In the opinion of the Governor in Council the advantages likely to accrue to

' Southern India generally from the projects in question immeasurably outweigh local

considerations such as those advanced by the Chamber, even if well founded ; but His
Excellency in Council "is disposed to think that the fears of the Chamber are exag-
gerated and that the Madras Railway and the port will share in the increase of
general prosperity which will result. ' . | ‘

3. The Government of Madras therefore strongly urges that the scheme brought

forward by Mr. Kirby in its entirety be sanctioned by the Government of India, as

the extension of railways in India by private enterprise without any cost to the State
is the great desideratum, which hasso long been absent.

4. The contention of the Chamber of Commerce as to the probable effect of

the proposed French Railways from Pondicherry to Tiruppéppuliyir and Karikal to

Peralam is sound and this Government shares the apprehensions of the Chamber of
Commerce as to the injurious effects which these extensions are likely to cause to
British ports. It is not, however, believed that geods would be booked past Mangalore

- to Marmagao when a railway has been opened to the former port.

1 have the honour to be,
‘ Sir,
Your most obedient servant, = -

(Signed) ~ F. R. UPCOTT,
Joint Secy. to Govt.,, PW.D,, .

Railway Branch.

OoTAcAnuND, ‘ W
22nd June 1893, ‘

Exd. A. D. Xavier.
Spare Copies
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RAILWAY. . co ’ I .
‘ ’ ~ 7 The Chamber of Comurerce, B

. o . / g ,Jy
®Hm. uf {1893} %ahxaﬁ. i f ' AMADRAS’ 5th June, 1893.
PUBLIC WORKS. oo 1805,

r’,f"%‘ROM ’ ) o . LT

) 'J. A. BOYSON, Esa, "

CHAIRMAN- CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, -
"~ 7" MADRAS.

* | "To SR B C

| THE “SECRETARY, |

, - 10" THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA: |
1 . , p. W. D. (RAILWAY BRANCH,) - L
Dated June, 22nd. | : . ] STML A | |
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Recd, . . )
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Presidency. . ‘ R = .
The Government of India originally ruled - most distitictly 'that metre-gauge
railways in the Madras Presidency = weré designed ‘to act as feeder lines to the
standard gauge, - and at the opening of the Kisﬁna . Bridge, His Excellency Lord
Wenlock expressed his personal adherence to that policy, a policy, however, which - ‘
was most unwisely departed from when 4he metre-gauge lines crossed the standard . . . .
gauge at Renigunta and Katpadi, and when a direct competing metre-gauge line was o
Connection between the so'uth . introduced running parallel with, ?“C} almost alongside, thé .standard gauge fromq
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g leads for traffic from practically _the four =

Madras Chamber of Commerce, protesting
against the proposed — and the extension
. of Mysore Railways to Mangalore.
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I have the Lonour to be, Sir,

-

Your most obedient gervant,

“ - (Signed) J. A. BOYSON,
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Ralnway Branch.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE WMADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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