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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

45

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway.
Read the following papers :—

From the Collector of Nilgiris, to the Joint Secretary to Government, Public Works

Department, Railway Branch, dated Ootacamund, 19th January 1893,
No. 6 G.T.

I have the honour to report that all the private lands required for the Nilgiri
Railway between the Coonoor bridge and the district boundary on the Mettupslaiyam
side have been acquired and made over to the Company with the exception of that
situated in the Barliy4r estate for which, however, an offer has been made and accepted
and which will be handed over on 20th instant. Portiong of 14 properties have been
acquired in all, and the annexed statement will show' the names of such estates, the
areas acquired, the claims’ made, the sums awarded, and the total rate per acre paid
including allowances for severance, roads and crop statutory percentage and ordinary
interest. 'The dates of payment of the awards are also entered.

2. For the first acquisition in the list, Damely, Messrs. Stanes and Co.’s office
premises, the first application as sent to the Collector included a narrow strip of land
alongside the new Ghat road and this was acquired for the trifling sum of Rs. 54
and odd. Subsequently, however, the Railway Company desired that the remainder of
the premises, including buildings valued at Tis, 8,000, might be acquired. But after
receipt of my letter, No. 13 G.T., dated 26th January 1892, asking if the buildings
were required, the Government disapproved of this” costly acquisition as unneces-
sary for the immediate purpose of the railway — g4, G.0., No. 503 R., dated
23rd February 1892, Public Works Department. ~ The second acquisition, Cleveland,
as & coffee estate is almost of a nominal value, It has not been really worked for
years. The first acquisition in this’ estate was made by my predecessor, who also
made an offer for the second acquisition therein which was completed by myself.
Tl}e cost per-acre was Rs. 311 and Rs. 307 respectively for either acquisition,

3. Ngxt below Cleveland estate starting from Coonoor and marching towards
Mettupdlaiyam come the large estates of Glenmore and Runnymede, offers for which
were mad.e by my predecessor. After a long and exhaustive inquiry subsequently made
by thfa District Court, in the course of which a great many gentlemen engaged in
planting were examined as witnesses, it was found that the market value of these estates
was Rs, 600_per acre including crop. The amount, however, of the Collector’s offer
had necessarily to be paid in regard to the first portion acquired in Glenmore. which

cost to Government Rg, 880, and in Runnymede which cost the Government Rg, 1,058
per acre,

. Subsequently to the award of the District Court, two more acquisitions were made
in Glenmore estate by myself at Rs. 677 and Rs, 697 per acre. The evidence given

beforg the Di.strict Court showed that these estates were by no means among the
best in the district, Their value was largely overestimated and that their warke;
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value was not nearly that offered by the Collector is obvious from the fact that such
offer included the allowances in some cases of as much as Rs, 300 an acre for the crop
on the trees, whereas the District Court found twice that sum to be the market
value of the land plus crop to buy outright, Tbe fact that so generous an offer was
made in regard to these estates made settlement with the owners of three or four of the

owners naturally preferred to refer to the terms of the offers made for Runnymede
and Glenmore rather than to the decision arrived at by the District Court s to what
was in fact the market value of coffee estates. ' '

4. In Lower Tiger Rock estate three acquisitions were made, The first was
completed by my predecessor, and in regard to the second and third I paid the amounts
offered by him and accepted by the owner, 'The cost Der acre was Rs. 875, Rs. 1,020
and Rs. 475, respectively, for the first, second and third acquisitions in Lower Tiger |
Rock estate, the considerable differences being due to varying allowances for crop on
the parts of the estate situated in Coonoor and Barliy4r villages and to the lower
market value awarded for the land and trees on the Barliyir side owing to the -
infericrity of the soil and neglected condition of the trees.’ ' ° :

. 5. Up to this time the notifications received from Government had been accepted

without criticism, but during Iy inspections of Glenmore and Runnymede estates

references to the District Court made ip regard to these estates and after inspection of
the remainder of the line down to apq beyond the Barliydr river, it appeared to me
that considerable areas of temporary land had been taken up in valuable coffee
estates, and on consulting the Enginecr-in-(hief -it appeared to be by no means’
certain that all this land would Jecessarily be wanted. It also appeared that it was
impossible, owing to the physical configuration of the ground, for’ Engincers to
predicate with any certainty what land would be required for spoil banks, Concern-

ing this question, in which consideral]e pecuniary interests were involved, I addressed

the late Consulting Engineer demi-ofﬁcially and, after a conference between him and

the Engipeer-m-Cl}l(?f and myself, Proposals were submittcd to Governmont, which
resulted in the decision that in regard to spoil banks and damage done by flying
boulders the Government would pay for actual damage done, Had lands bees:
acquired.accordmg to the original Dotifications, 64:28 acres which were cut out of °

the offers made and accepted for such greas of the like character as have actually
been acquired. Of course actual damages remain to be paid, but I feel sure thata |
very large saving will be exhibited, apq it is by no means certain that the damages
to have been paid would not have been equally great had gl the temporary lund
originally notified been taken Up.  The temporary land for spoil banks ran horizont-
ally alongside the narrow Permanent ay, and spoil would certainly have been -
projected far beyond such banks in verticul lines down througlt the estates. * Mr.
Weightman allowed that the l_ands notified would by no meang have sufficed and
might very probably, after having beey acquired at very considerable cost, notably
in Benhope and Barliy4r, have Proved useless, This factand other circumstances were
fully laid before the late Consulting Engincer in demi-official correspondence which
has not been brought before Governmept '

. 6. To proceed down the ghit next to Lower Tiger Rock is the Meejce estate’
in which 867 acres were acquired for Rs. 575 per acre. A small portion of
Mullanur (acres 1'43) which is in a high state of cultivation cost as much as Iis, 813"
per acre, and from this point onwards to the end of the line the question of
severance became one for anxious consideration. The Land Acquisition Act provides
for compensation being paid for ‘ the damage, if any, sustained by the person

- interested at the time of awarding compensation by reason of scvering such land from

his other land,” section 24, clause 2, and for ¢the damage, if any, sustained by,
the, person interested . . , , by reason of the acquisition injuriously affecting
his other property, whether moveablg o immoveable, in any other manner or bis
earnings,” section 24, clause 3. Up to this point the railway had rnn along the
extremities of the estates near the river and land was in such cascs ag a rule taken
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up right down to the river, so that the question either did not arise at all or when
it did was of small moment ; but from Mullanur down to the end of the Barliyar
estate, a distance of about 41 miles, the line passes for the most part through the
widdle of several of the most -valuable and most highly cultivated estates on the -
hills, not only makiug necessary deep cnuttings across which access satisfactory to

owners can bardly be provided by the Company for the Passage of coolies, transport

of manure, &c., but also dividing each estate into two nearly equal portions and
severing that portion above the line from the offices, the pulping houses, and the
base from which labour proceeds upwards and manure is carried. Thus it will be
seen that not only were the estates to be dealt with below Meejee far more valuable
than those above it, but they are also far more injuriously affected owing to this
section of the railway ruianing on a steep slope in continual cuttings which entails
damage from 'spoil and boulders to the portion lying below as well as damage by
severance to that lying above the lina. Th.e Sth estate to be dealt with 'iVaS that of a
Badaga not very highly cultivated, for which Rs. 288 per acre were paid. The 9th
also belongs to Badagas and ran to - Rs. 835 per acre only because certain buildings
upon it are situated on the line and hud to be acquired. Upwards of 10 acres in Hill
Grove were acquired at Iis, 316 per acre owing to the circumstance that the line
fortunately passes nearly alongside the lower boundary of this valuable estate. In
the 11th acquisition 3 acres of uncultivated lgnd belon_gmg to Irulers were acquired
for a nominal sum, and the 13th acquisition, Kurambadi, cost no more than Rs. 305 an
acre, It is a poorly cultivated estate, but considerable damage will unavoidably be
done in the course of construction, for the land is as precipitous as it can well be and
spoil will fail at least as far as the Ghit road.

7. There remain the 12th and 14th acquisitions, Benhope and Barliyir. These -

are extremely valuable estates and it was chiefly on account of the large area
(acres 488 and 42:62) of temporary land within thejr boundary_ whioh had been
provided in the original notifications that [ urged upon the Consulting Engineer the
necessity for making reductions. The evideoce given before me at the inquiry went
to ehow that these are among the very best estates on the hills and unfortunately
they are so situated upon steep slopes, with the railway passing in each case through

-the middle of the estate, that, as explained above, I fear that mot inconsiderable .

further damage will be done to them. In Benhope a sum of Rs. 530 for severance
and of Rs, 1,428 for damage done to "the zigzags of the elaborate revetted cart road
raises the rate per acre for the acquisition of 23 acres to Rs, 1,866. The market

“value awarded by me per acre was Rs. 880 for land including crop. All my offers were

made without any special allowance for crop. ~ Crop is or should be an incident of a
coffee estate and without crop its market value would be very small and it is by taking
into consideration what the average crop is that a’ market value is struck. The
District Court made no allowance for crop. but calculated the market value by esti-
mating the value of the crop annually produf‘qd and of the land as improved by capital -
expenditure, The Barliy4r estate is divided in to two portions, That on the Coonnor
side of the river approximates in value to Benhope, whilo that on the Mettupilaiyam
side is far inferior, The acquisition in thl.S estate, which even now comes to 1423
acres as against 6542 acres originally notified, amounts in all, chiefly owing to the
comparatively large sums paid for severance, to Rs, 895 per acre. The railway
divides the greater portion of this estate from its base, from its offices and from
its labour and manure supply and affects its Working very considerably. Owing to
the error made at the office of the Engineer-in-Chief of the Railway in plotting the
revenue fields, it became necessary to make a reference tg Government, but the owners

of the lands to be acquired having agreed not to take any exception to the error of -
. description in the second notification, a fresh notification was pronounced unnece
on reference to Government. All errors having heen finally rectitied and correct

plans having been received from the Survey Department, the payment of compensa-
tion has heen fixed for the 20th instant, the amounts being calculated and the figures
placed in the hands of the Acting Collector. °

8. The sctilement of these 14 acquisitions has beep an aunxious and trouble-
some task., The total cost to Government, 1ucluding the statutory compensation of
15 per cent. and interest, amounts to Rs. 87,054 as againgt Rs, 2,38,454 claimed.

"
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11 the cost of acquiring the land for Coonoor station prove to be within my estimate,
the total cost will be Rs. 4,404 as against Rs. 13,323 claimed, sums which must be
added to tho totals just given. ° ' .

9. It was necessary for me to make a very care ;
Nilgiris generally as well as repeated inspections of the lands to be acquired.
laborious search was also made of the records of the Registration Department to see
at what prices coffee estates had actually changed hands upon the hills, by w%n_ch
statistics I have been to a great extent guided in making offers. In these inquiries

and in the conduct of the reference cases in the District Court, which, as the Boa‘rd
tly helped by the Sheris-

has observed terminated satisfactorily, I have been grea
tadar M.R.Ry. 8. Ramasawmi Iyer Avergal, who possesses long experience of the
district and has spared no pains in making inquiries and searches. Messrs ITodgson
and Windle, gentlemen who assisted me by leave of Government, also gave valuable
and independent.evidence which has been of very material help and underwent very
cousiderable fatigue in making inspections with me upon precipitous and rocky
slopes. Complaints have naturally been made concerning my offers. Their fairness is
best proved by the fact that they havo been accepted in every case by experienced and
intelligent owners represented and unrepresented by counsel, and since I have been
rep.eatedly attacked in the Press for driving the hardest possible bargains, it is very
satisfactory to find that the Planters’ Association has recorded ¥ an cxpression of its
confidence o the present administration of the district” and has thanked me for the
assistance I have been able to give it, I need hardly point out that the settlements
eﬁec'.ced W}u doubtless form the basis for the payment of damages outside the lands
acquired 1o .each particular estate and probably of the scttlement of compensation
for future railway extensions in the gistrict. The subject is therefore one of very
considerable importance, and I hope Government will be of opinion that it has
been satisfactorily treated without any special assistance. As I have had no officer at
pegd:quarte}‘sl during my frequent visits to Coonoor, journeys down the ghit, and as
1618 1m¥035116e under existing circumstances to be absent for more than 2 or 3 days at
a time from Ootacamund, the disposa of this busiuess, in addition to the ordinary work
of the district, has not been effected without an effort.

Ifh?eg{l{ O.Ilghou.t received every possible assistance from the Agent and Secre-
tary of the Nilgiri Railway Mr. P, Woolley, while Mr. Weichtman, the Engineer-in-
Chief, exhibits in himself, and has j yr VO Vo T s of

TN 8 infused into his subordinates, an admissible spirl
tactful conciliation. In an unoffici !
1 d . cial memorandum already laid before Government,
recommended the appointment of . . t
the damages done outside acqui ,‘;. a Special Revenue Inspector on Rs. 60 to 1nspec
o 18 s .
dated 30th August 1392 and 14t};00ns. 1 nppex(x)d to 'dns' letter copes of my olfd:rs;
register of such damages is bei ctober 1392, from which 1t will be scen that
of such damages. I ,:hin]l; f}long maintained and that I bhave made geveral inspections
. W )
as soon as work is com menced inev]ir’ that the appointment of the TRevenuo lnspect?(li
result in a saving in the end t arliyir estate, that 1s to say immediately, wou
it possible, from day to da t° Government which should have some evidence recorded,
large. Al’ready maj; dif‘iiy i’.meet the records of owners whose claims may be very
and water-courses Wh}irch we"ht‘es have arisen connected with damages to trees, roads
references to Govern e have been able fortunately to settle amicably and without
; ment or to the courts, but the work is bei i der
unusual difficulties, and on th courts, but thework 13 being carried on unp
: ’ e whole 1 would d th intment
f the Railway R would recommend the temporary appointme
0 way Revenue Inspector w . )
again. I feel also that the off whose salary, I think, will be saved over and over
officer who acts for me cannot immediately acquir

ful study of coffee planting on the

a knowledge of the locality and of the conditions, which I have only got by repented

inspections extending over 13 monthg

18ra Fesruary 1893, No. 368 R,
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® Area subjoot to revision on receipt of final plans from the Burvey Department.
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StaTruenT showing the acquisition of landa for the Nilgiri Railway from the commencement to 16th January 1893
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Memo. No. 2279 G.

In enclosing an extract from 8 letter, dated 25th instant, from Belli of Kodamulai village
complaining that a lot of coffee trees in full beariug have been damaged by the rolling down of
stones, the Deputy'Tahsildar of Coonoor is directed to have the loeality inspected by the
Revenue Inspector in company of the petitioner and the nature and extent of damage fully

reported on at s very early date. It the Revenue Inspector cannot be de uted, the Deputy
Tahsildar should himself atfend to this worek ovente Jhep P P

2. A kyfiet shonld be taken from Petitioner as to the nature of the damage and how much
money compensation he claims therefor.

3. The report of the Deputy Tahsildar or Revenue Inspector should be made in & tabular
form with the following headings :—
(1) Name of claimant and hig title.
(2) Date of claim
(3) Settlef!le}lt number and name of estate on which damage is alleged.
(4) Description of each damage,
(5) Amount claimed.

(6) Full and concise report explaining how and what damage was caused and its money value.

4. It should be Eartieul.arly noted whether the damage, if any, was caused by the blasted
rocks flying abouf; or by the intentional rolling down ef stones by the railway work people.

. Ooracamuxp, : Signed J. D. REES,
30th August 1892. (Signed) ) Collector.

———

Memo. No. 2801 G.

The Collector has nspected lands covered by earth of spoil banks in Glenmore and Hill
Grove estates. It will 2 Beeessary for a record to be maintained of the condition of all lands
covered by spoil. In Hill Grove the lands 8o covered at present may be safely taken to be of
the same character and quality and to be covered with the same character and quality of crop as
that taken up for the railway  The S8ame remarks apply to the land covered in Glenmore.
The owners in each case ha\fe been advigeq to keep a record of the condition of the land covered
and of t}le damage done as it Proceeds, The Collector will from time to time inspect and note,
but it will be necessary for the Revenue Inspectcrs and the Deputy Tahsildar alse to take notes
from time to time to supplement the Collector's inspections which car necessarily only be occasional.

2. The most convenient plan would be for the Revenue Inspectors to give a day or two
to the work in every month and the Tesult of their inspections must be noted in the register to
be maintained in the Deputy Tahsildar' office, which register will be produced as importance

evidence at the inquiry to be finally made when work at each point has been finished and the
Collector proceeds to assess the actual dﬂmage done.

8. The results of the Collector’s inspections above noted to be entered im the Deputy

Tahsildar’s register. Further informatjoy as regards Hill Grove will be found noted on the
map of the railway acquisition. -

Ootacamunp, Siened J. D. REES,
14th Ooctober 1892. (Bigned) Colleotor.

Telegram to the Collector of N igiris, dated 9nq February 1893, No. B. 43.

M_“_
Orpez—dated 18th February 1893, No. 368 R., Public Works.

The Government approves of the action taken by the Collector of Nflgiris for
the assessment and payment of damages in acquiring lands for the Nilgirt Railway
and sanetions the appointment of g temporary Railway Revenue Inspector on a salary
of Rs. 60 per mensem.

(True Extract.)

Major, R.E,,
Offg. Under.Secy. to Govt., P.W.D., -
Railway Branch.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railwayg,
» Revenue Department.
» Collector of Nilgiris,
E«aminer, Guarauteed Railway Agoounts.
: Exuminer: Public Works Accountg,

Exd. C. A. Munisawmy.
Spare Copies .
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Gobt. of {1893} ¥ adrus.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated February, 18¢p,

Recd, Enes,

—————— —_———
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FEBRUARY.

Nilgiri Railway

The action taken by the Collector of N{]
giris for the. assessment and pPayment of
damages in acquiring lands for the —
approved, and the appointment of g tempo-
rary Rallway Revenue Inspector on a salary
of Rs. 60 per mensem, sanctioned.

@.0., 18th Feb. 1893, No.358 R.
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