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G.O. No. Departmer e,

- '\, ‘Letter f;-om the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, to the Chief Secretary
: to Government, dated 15th December 1892, ‘

: : i 1 have the honour to ;eprcsont that, while the section of the Fast Coast Railway

v ' . l | , connecting Bezvdda with the righi bank of the river G_od.’nari is pow practically

: | _ ready for tratfic and the scction between tbe God4vari and Cocanada is also rapidly

. : approaching completion, no steps are being taken to proceed with the construction of

! ' . the God4vari bridge, and I am directed to urge upon Government that tho latter work
should be put in hand at once, : : .

Of the finuncial success of the whole Bezvdda-Cocanada section, once through

communication is established, there can be 1o question; but a consideration of the

. peculiar conditions 'governing the movements of produce forces the Chamber to the

. conviction that, until the bridge is *built, the trade will simply ot use’ the railway.

4 . ‘ Hitberto, produce arriving in Cocanada from the Kistna and God4vari deltas bas been

: | brought down by bouts, which deliver their loads at the godown door, and, when the

railway is open, the expense of removing produce from the goods terminus 1 Cccanada

4 i to the merchants’ godown will be a novel one to the trade; and when, in addition

| : | _ to this expense and the railway transit from Raiahmundry to Cocanada, merchants

|
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|

find that their goods are to be subjected to the double break of bulk in crossing the
Goddvari by ferry, it will quickly be perceived that”it would be much eheuper, and,
as regards protettion to the goods, quite 88 8dviintageous to take delivery at Covour
(on the right banok of the Goddvari,) and transport the goods thence by boat to the
. godown door at'Cocanada; and, if boats 8re to be employed for this section, repre-
senting probably balf the mean length of baulage, it will quickly suggest itself that -
‘ J *  the boats might quite as well be sent on through the western delta canals to Ellore
| L, and Bezvdda, especially as in the case at 1¢ast of delta produce this would admit of
\ - ! the goods being loaded up st the point of the canal bank nearest to the fields instead
| ' ' ' " of having first to be transported to the nearest railway station. A
' If this view of the probable countinued uso of -toats is correct, as the Chamber
“ ! believe it to be, closure of the canals for thrce months for repairs will still affect trade
$ . / ’ prejudicially. The trade (with the exception of cofton) is entirely in the bands of
) " mnatives, who, as it must be known, work for margins, which admit of mo expansion
!‘ | s in any item of charges. Any, even the slightest, enhancement in selling prices,
}

- : necessitated by the incrcased cost of rail¥ay transit, will bar business in outside
: g markets, which neither understand, nor care for, the circumstances, and which are not

* ' . | interested in the compensating advantages of sccurity and saving of time and interest,

| -t which, once the railway becomes the highway of. traffic, will counterbalance the

l . elightly greater cost. ILocal traders will, therefore, be compelled to avoid contracts

|

i

!

|

( : maturing during the period of closure, aud the export trade of the deltas, which it is
- now more than ever the interest of Goveroment, as proprietors of the East Coast

i . - . Rail.way. to foster. and develop by eve?y- means .in their power, will still suffer under
, - e . thehmcubus,of this interruption of business during the height of the produce scason

. . - each year. t. ’ S .

' - Further, the break of bulk and the use of boats in crossing the God4vari would,
i ) rightly or wrongly, scriously shake the Nstive (and, to some extent, -the European)

. faith in the immunity from pilfering and adulteration of goods entrusted to the railway
! { ) for conveyunce. It would be difficult to overstate the imjury, which_ has of _recent
—_— . ¥ . years been done to thoe trade of this port by the wholesale adulteration of produce
: : o which is systematically perpetrated on boarelthe canal 305;“. as m.ucl; ‘l:a:ve!:n?‘:
A rey _ ) . ) fifteen pounds of seed or pruin lLieing frequently abstracted from a eingle .
FURTH IR PAPIRS. - i like weri,ght. of sand or grfvel sul)sti‘t;uted, with results obviously destructive alike to
—— ; , business eccurity end the maintcnance of standards of quality. The trade in . castor
Dt 6.0 l : sced, once the largest staple of export from (ocanada, has, from this cause slone, passed
L ' o No. Department. ( into absulute, though it is trusted only temporary, non-existenco. High'hopes are
T e _ . e e , entertained that, once produce can be sent down in covered wagons, our staples may
| l | [ _ B be rchabilitated and the former scale of eXport recovered, but the fruition of these
L ! - bopes must, it is to be feared, await the establishment of unbroken through
: | I S communication.
|
|
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These remarks apply only to exports, but it will, of course, be appsrent that, it
the canal boats are still to find employmen’t in carrying exports, the railway will be
- unable to compete for the carriage of imports with the boats, which would carry tl.xe
lutter for any rate rather than return empty, 88 they otherwise must do, and, in
purticular, the railway will not begin to get 8 hold on the upward salt traffic, than
which nothing will better repay attentjon, for it is only a question of time and of
transport facilities until Kast Coast salt, shall drive Bombay salt out of His Highoess
the Nizam’s dominions and provide ap extremely valuable backbone of steady upwgrd
traffic not orfly to the Fast Coast Railway, but also to tho present Government line
from Bezvéda to the Nizam's fronticr, | - .
* It the question were whether thé God4vari should be bridged or not, the Chamber
would probably have felt more diffident jn addressing Government on the point, but,

-80 far from this, it is simply a question whether the bridge shall be constructed noy,

or in two or'threo yeurs' time, when the financidl strain, which the Chamber have no
desire’to make light of, may be less igtense, 80d, @8 it is thercfore simply a question
of interest, the Chamber fecl that, gq business men, they miy speak on it with
confidence. Taking the cogt of thé bridge 8t 55 lakhs, the annual interest charge
would be well inside of two lakhs of rupecs. Against this, have to be set the cost of
ferry plant, which would be Worthlegs gs soon as tho bridge were opened, and, what

.is probably much more important, the outright loss represented By the dispersal of”

the staff and equipment got toget istna bridge. Assuming that construc-
tion of the bridge is to Ee de1§,-eg°r,°fr°“';f::,1§cm, the agccount for these items alone
would probably balanco itself. There ig still, however, to be reckoned the infinitely
. more serious considdration that, untj) the (iod’ﬁvari is bridged, the capital cost of the
scction of railway from Bezvéds to Coognada (amounting presumably to 1} millions
sterling) must lie fallow, except for the coaching traffic, itself crippled for want of
the bridge, and, in the opinion of this Chamber, no mere financial considerations,

nothing but physical obstacles, could justify delay in completing this link in the .

through communication.

1 am. therefore, to urgo most earncstly that orders should be igsued to stop the

dispersal cf the Kistna bridge st i t and that construction of the
Goddvari bridge be put in hAngd .: :nﬂc:nd equipmen

|

.
\ D Y TN P M S R APt MD P SP A TEVR I B 2o & -n’ﬁ?—-’

11ta Jayvary 1893, No. 30 R, Pcaric Worxs.

-~ - — -

4

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Railway,

Read the following paper : —
Letter from the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanads, dated 15th December 1892.

e ——

Ozper—dated 11th January 1893, No. 30 R., Public Works.

The Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, will be informed that the
Madras Government is fully alive to the necessity for the Goddvari bridge and the
desirability of starting it at an early date. Tho letter from the Chamber will be
forwarded to the Government of India before whom the question now is.

[Bere enter No. 81 R., Publio Works, dated 11th January 1893.]
(True Extract.)

"Major, R.E,,
Offg. Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
Railway Branch.

To the Consulting Engiancer for Railways.

»w Engineer-1n-Chief, East Coast Railway-
» Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocansds.
»  Publio Department.

Exd. B. J. Pereira,
Spare Copics
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¢sobt. of {1893} 3 ubras.
" PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated January 11¢A,

Recd, ’ " Emal

G.0.,11th Jan. 1893, No..30 R. .

JANUARY.

Godavari B ridge

Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Coca-
nada, to be informed that the MadrasGovern-
ment is fully slive to the necessity for the
—, &c., and his letter on the subject to be
forwarded to the Government of India.

Mg JEr -2 a L. . o

_ Letter from the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanads, to the Chief Becretary

‘to Government, dated 16th December 1892. :

T have the honour to represent that, while the section of the Fast Coast Railway
connecting Bezvéda with the right bank of the river Goddvari is now ractically
ready for tratlic .and the section %)etween the God4vari and chanada is also ra.ptdly
appreaching completion, no steps are being taken to proceed' with the construction of
the God4vari bridge, and I am directed to urge upon Government that the latter work
should be put in hand at once. : ' ~ .

Of the finnncial success of the whole BCZVMS-CQmmda section, once through
communication is established, there can be DO question; but & consideration of the
peculiar conditions governing the movements, of produce’forces the Chamber to the
conviction that; until the bridge is built, the trade will simply not use the railwsy.
Hitherto, produce arriving in Cocanada from the Kistna and Godévari deltas bas been

" brought down by bouts, which deliver their loads at the godown door, and, when the

railway is open, the expcnse of removing roduce from the goods terminus in Cocanada
to the merchants’ godown will* be a novel oneé to the trade; and when, In addition
to this expense and the railway transit from Rajahmundry to Cocanads, merchants
find that thejr goods are to be subjected to the ouble break of bulk in crossing the
Godévari by ferry, it will quickly be peroe“'ed that it would be much cheaper, and,

.as regards protection to the goods, quite.as advantageous to take delivery at Covocr

(on the right bank of the God4vari,) and transport the goods thence by boat to the
godown door at Cocanada; aund, if boats are to be .e:nployed. for this section, repre-
senting probably balf the mean length of baulage, jt will quickly suggest iteelf that
the boats might quite as well be sent on through the western delta canals to Ellore
and Bezvéda, especially as in the case at least of delta produce this would admit of
the goods being loaded up st the point of the canal bank ncarest to the ficlds instead
of having first to be transported to the nesrest railway station.

If this view of the probable continued 8o of Loats is correct, as the Chamber
believe it to be, closure of the canals for three months for repairs will atill affect trade

prejudicially. The trade (with the exception of cotton) is entirely in the baods of
natives, who, as it must be known, work for margins, which admit of no expansion
in any item of charges. Any, even the .shghtest, enhancement in selling prices,
necessitated by the increased cost of rsilwey transit, will bar business in outside
markets, which neither underatand, nor caré for, u{e circumstances, and which are not
interested in the compensating advantages of security and saving of time and mtcre;t.
which, once the railway becomes the bigh®ay of traffic, will counterbalance the
slightly greater cost. Local traders will, therefore, be compelled to avoid contraccs
maturing during the period of closure, aud the export trade of the deltas, whith 1t 18
now more than ever the interest of Government, as proprietors of the East Coast
Ruilway, to foster and develop by every means in their power, will still suffer under
the incubus of this interruption of business during the height of the produce season
each year. . ]
i‘urther, the break of bulk amd the uee of boats in crossing the Godéveri would,
rightly or wrongly, seriously shake the Nstive (and, to some extent, the Europenn)
faith in the immunity from pilfering and sdulteration of goods entrusted to the railway
for conveyance. It would be difficult to Overstate the injury, which bas of recent
years been done to the trade of this port by the wholesale adulteration of produe;
which is systematically perpetrated o board the canal boats, 48 much as ten ?
fiftcen pounds of secd or grain beitg frequently abstracted from & single bag .;n s
like weight of sand or gruvel substituted, With results obviously destructive ali °u';°
business security and the maintenance of standards of quality. The trade in “'se;
sced, once the largest staple of export from (ocanada, has, from this cause slone, pas
into absolute, though it is trusted only temporary, pon-exisicnce High ho{)es ure
entertained that, once produce can bo sent down ‘in ‘covered wagons, our staples may
be rebabilitated and the former scale of €Xport recovered, but the fruition of these
hopes must, it is to be feared, awsit the establishment of unbroken through
commuuication. y
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These remarks apply only to éxpo;ts, but it will, of course, be apporent that, if
the canal boats are etill to find employment in carrying exports, the railway will be

unable to compete for the carriage of imports with the boats, which would carry tho " -

latter for any rate rather than return empty, 89 .they otherwise must do, and, in-
purticular, the ruilway will not begin to get a bold on the upward salt traflic, than

"which nothing will better repay attention, for it is only 8 question of .time and of

- Goddvari bridge be put in hand st

transport fucilities until Fast Coast salt shall drive Bombay salt out of His Highncss
the Nizam’s dominions and provide an extremely valuable backbone of stcady upward

traffic not only to the Fast Coast Railway, but also to the present Governwent line-

from Bezvdda to the Nizam’s frontier,

_If the question were whether the Godgvari thould be bridged or not, the Chamber
would probably have felt more diffident jn addressing Government on the point, but,
80 fur from this, it is simply a.question whether tho bridge shall be constructed now
or in two or three ycurs’ time, when the finaucial strain, which the Chamber have no
desire to make light of, moy be less jntense, and, as it 18 therefore simply a question
of intcrest, the Chamber fecl that, gg business men, they may spcak on it with
confidence. Taking the cost of the bridge at 55 lakbs, the annual intercst charge
would be well inside of two lakhs of rupecs. Against this, have to be sct the cost of

ferry plant, which would be worthlegs g¢ soon 88 the bridge were opered, and, what

is probably much more important, the outright loss represented by the dispersal of
the staff and equipment got together for the Kistna bridge. Assuming that construc-
tion of the bridge is to be delayed for three ycars, the account for these items alone

would probably balance itself, ~ There is still, bowever, to be reckoned tho infinitely -

moro serious consideration that, until the (Jod4vari is bridged, the capital cost of the
section of railway from Bezvdda to Coeapads (amounting presumably to 1} millions
sterling) must lie fallow, except for the coaching traffic, itself crippled for want of
the bridge, and, in the opinion of thjs Chamber, no mere financial considerations,
nothing but physicsl obstacles, could justify dclay in completing this link in the
through communication. ] °

_ 1 am, therofore, to urge most earnestly that orders should be issued to stop the
dispernal of the Kistna bridge sta and cquipment and that comstruction of tle

once,
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11te Jaxvary 1893, No. 81 R., Praric Worxs.

PUBLIC WORKB DEPARTMENT.

Rallway,
LeTTER—from

F. B. WALKER, E«w,
0ffy. Joint Secretary 1o the Government of Madras,
Public Works Depariment,
Railway Branch,

To

Tax SECRETARY 10 782 GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
‘ Posrioc Works DEPARTMENT.

81z,

In continuation of my letter No. 2010 R,, dated 8rd Docember 1892, I am
directed to forward hercwith, for favour of consideration in connection with the
proposals of this Government for the esrly construction of the Goddvari bridge on the
East Coast Railway, copy of letter, dated 16th December 1892, from the Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, urgitg the importance of taking early steps to
proceed with the construction of that bridge.

1 bave the honour to be,
Sir, '
Your most obedient servant,

Offg. Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,,
Railway Branch.

Forr S1. Grozor,
11th January 1893.

Exd. B. J. Pereira.
Spare Copies



RAIL WAY.

Gobt. of {1893} ¥ udrus,
PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated Janwary, 111h,

Recd. Enel,

11th January 1893, No.31 R,

- JANUARY,

Godavari Bridge

Forwarding, for consideration, a letter
from the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce,
Cocanads, urging the importance of takin
early steps to proceed with the construction
of the —,

ey, ;
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(‘ i :
N CARMBER OF COMJIERCE,

s CucANADA, 15th December 1802.
Lh \ :
4
To Do\

L4
¢ ‘e

The C’hicf Secrelary to O e

C. 27007 @
The Gov_ernment of Mad"c‘f?’; o 3
MADIAS.”

Sir, .

I have the honor to represent that, while the Section of t.be East Coa.st lew;y
connecting Bezwada with the right bank of the River Godavery is now Prachca“y n"n y
for traffiz, and the section botween the Godavery and Cocanadais also rapidly approaching
completion, no steps are being taken to procecd with the construction of the GOle;eg
Bridge, and I am directed to urge upon Government that tho latter work shou
put in hand at once.

Of tho financial succes of the whole Bozwada-Cocanada sectio.n, once throu(};‘h
communication is established, there can bé no question, but a consideration of :he
peculiar conditions governing the movements of produce fo.rces the Cham:cr wl a‘t
conviction that, until the bridge is buill the trade will simply not uset ehnu :eeyn
Hithertn, produce arriving in Cocanada from the Kistna and Godavery Deltas ‘” tho
brought down by boats, which deliver their 10ads at the godown d°°':’ "d.’ ‘éw:m ia
railway is open, the expense of removing produce from the geods terminus in o;diﬁ_on
to the merchants godowa will be s povel one to the trade. And when, in » hants
to this expenso and the railway transit from Rajahmundry to Cocsn.ada, mt:: tbe
find that their goods are fo bo subjected to the doulfle bre'ak of bul: Ln CN:.S mg .
Godavery by ferry, it will quickly bo perceived that it wou'd be. muc cceavpi’orv (on. e
regards protection to the goods, quite 83 sdvantageous to take delivery at;h 0 c:) do.'n o
right baok of the Godavery,) and transport the goods thfenco b.y boat to . °8 robab!
at Cocanada. And if boats are to be employed for this section, repreaentlDZ.PM uit{)
Balf the mean length of haulage, it will quickly suggest itsell that the buats might A
as well be sent ;n through the Westerd Delta Canals to Ellore and Bez.wada, :;sp‘ecm “{
as in the case at least of dclta produce, this would admit of tbf goods being loade: uftc i
the point of the canal haak noarest to the ficlds, instead of having first to be transpo
to the ncarest railway station.

If this view of the probable continued use of boats i3 corroct, &3 the Ch:;nbcl; ::::
it to be, closure of tho canals for three montbs for rop ai.rs m.l b stil aflect ‘; ‘:ti}:mJ who
ally. The trade (with the exception of Cotton) is entirely in the ham.la of o ig:em of'
as it must be known, work for margin% whicl.: smit of t,'“ “p‘nsw.x: :d.:’ the in-
charges. Angy, even tho slightest, enhancornent 1a sellix-)g prices, neco;:%l : neichr under-
creased cost of railway transit, will bar b“‘i“?s n °““‘d°. markets, v ‘:ho compensating
stand, nor care for, the circumstances, and wb.xch are not .mwmtedbmnnwa’ bocomes the
advantages of sccurity, and saving of time .nd. interest, which, onco ¢ ;t ders will therefore
highway of traffic, will counter-balance the shgh.ﬂy groator c‘osl- Locll ‘: and the export
be compelled to avoid cootracts maturing duriog the period of clorere ment, 88 pro-
trade of the Deltas, which it is now more than ever tho interest of GO""“i .tbeir power,
prictors - of the East Coast Railway, to foster and develope by every means he height of
will still suffer under the incubus of this interruytion of business during

tho produco season cach year.
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Further, the break of bulk and the uge of boats in crossing the Godavery would,
rightly or wrongly, seriously ghake the Nastive, (and,to some extent, the European,)
faith in the immunity from pilfering aod adulteration of goods entrusted to the railway
for conveyance. It would be diffcult to overstate the injury, which has of recent
years been done to the trade of this port by the wholesale adulteration of produce which
is systomatically perpetrated oo board the canal boats, as much as ten and fifteeo
pounds of sced or grain being frequently sbstracted from a single bag, and a like weight
of sand or gravel substituted, with results obviously destructive alike to business secu-
rity and tho maintenance of standards of quality. The trade in Castor seed, once the
largost stap'e of export from Cocanada, bas, from this cause alone, passed into absolute,
thouzh it is trusted only temporary, pon-existence. High hopes are entertained thet, once
praduc can be sent dowa in covered wag3oni: our staples may}be rehabilitated, and the
former sca'e of export recovered, butthe fruition of these hopes must, itis to be feared,
await the establishment of unbroken through communicatioa.

Theso remarks apply only to exparts, but it will, of course, he apparent that, if the
canal boats are still to ind employment in carrying exports, the railway will be un-
able to compets for the carriage of imports with the boats, which would carry the latter
for any rate rathor than return empty, 83 they otherwise must do. And, in particular, the
railway will not beyin to get 8 hold oo the upward salt traffic, than which notbing will
better repay atteation, for it ia only a questiOn of time anod of transport faocilities,
uatil East Coast Salt shall drive Bombay salt out of H.H. The Nizam's Dominions,
aod provide an extremely valuible backbone of steady upward traffic, not only to
the East Coast Railway, but also to the present Government line from Bezwada to the
Nizam’'s Frontier.

If the quostion were whether the Godavery should be bridged or not, the Chamber
would probably bave feit wore diffi fent in addrossiag Government on the point, but, 8o
far from this, it is simply a questioa whetber the bridge sball bo constructed BmOW or
in two or three years tims, when the financial strain, which the Chamber have no
desire to make light of, may be less intense snd, a3 it is therefore simply a question of
intorest, tho Chamber feel that, as business @90, they may speak on it with confidence.
Taking ths cost of the bridge at 55 L+kbs, the amnual interest chargo would be well
inside of two Lakhs of Rupees. Agaiost this, havo to ba set the cost of ferry plaot,
which would be wo:thless a3 soon as the Bridge woro oponed, and, what is probably much

more important, the outright loss representefi by the dispersal of tko staff and equipment
got together for the Kistoa Bridge. Assuming that coastruction of the bridge is to be
delayed for three yoars, the actount for these items alone would probably balance itse'f.
Theore is still howsver to be reckoned the inﬁnit.ely moro serious consideration that,
until the Golavery is bridged, the Capit.al cost of the section of railway from Bezwada

to Cocanada, (amounting presumably to 1} millions sterling,) must lie fallow, except for
the coaching traffic, itself crippled for waot of the bridge, and, in the opinion of this
Chamber, no mere financial considerations, nothing but physical obstacles, could

justify delay in com leting this link in the through ‘commusication. .

I am thorefors to urge mast earncstly that orders should be issued to stop the dis-
poreal of the Kistna Bridge staff and equipment, and that construction of the Godavery
Bridgo be put in hand at once.

I have the honor to be
Sir,
‘Your most obedicnt Scrvant,

amoeTab.

Chaiyman.

B
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