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The Ehamber of Commnrcrce,

MaDRAS, 138tA July, 1893.

Frox

THE HONBLE MR. J. A. BOYSON,

CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
MADRAS.

To
THE SECRETARY,

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
P. W. D. (RAILWAY BRAXCII,)

OOTACAMUND.

Sie,

I have the honour to acknowledse receipt of the Order of the Madras Government,
No. 965 R., dated the 22nd June, referring to the Chamber's letter to the Gov-
crument of India protesting agaivst the construction of a line of railway from Frode
to Mysore vid Nanjangud. As the Order states that “the Goverror-in-Council is
unable to cudorse the views of the Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the pro-
posed connection of the South Indian Railway system with the Soutbarn Maliratta
Railway aud the extension of the Mysore Railway to Mangalore,” it is evident that
Lo Government has misrend the Chamber's letter, for in the last paragiaph of
that letter it was distivetly stated that the Clawber lLad wo oljection to the
cxteusions from Hassan to Mysore aud from Mangalore to llassan and Arsikerni.
I have therefore to rciterate that the Chumber only objects to the proposed
connection between Mysore and Erode rié Nanjangud.

The Order further imputes to the Chamber a total disregard of any advantage
that might possibly accrue to Southern India Ly the lioking up of these two parrow

gause systems.  This imputation the Chamber respectfully lut fruly repudiates.

" The Chamber did not overlook the fact that some devclopment of trade and of

local convenience might follow the construction of the line, but it did not anticipate
that apy matcrial adrantage would be gained by Soutbern India, and considered
that the disadvaotages to British interests generally and to Rritish railways that
would result from the proposcd scheme would greatly outweigh the advautages.

The Chamber was of opinion that Marmagao, with the supcriority it undoubtcdly
possesses over all other West Coast ports of this Presidency in Leing accessible for shipping
opcrations throuchout the Soutb West Monsoon—during, ¢y, 4 montbs in tLe year, when
other West Coast ports are practically loscd—aided by cheap freights acd low railway
rates over lovz leads with no intermediate break of Lulk, would attract much of the
trade, in Imports as well as in Exports, that now flows to Madras and cther ports of
the Presideney. A further diversion of trade, though perhaps to ot £0 scrious an
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estent, would Le likely to tuke place to the forcizn port of Karikal, nbidh s net
Landicapped by the fetish of Free Trade.

. The Chamber, iu short, objected o additioual facilitics Leing afforded for :}lz
diversion of the trade of this Presidency from Dritish to Forcign Torts and from th
Madras Railway to the Mysore State Railway.

The Madras Governmeut is of opinion that “it is extrcmcly pl-o!mblc tha:
both the Madras Railway and the Dort of Madras would thare in tle mcrcast: o
the general prosperity which may Le losked for from the obriously desiralle c:mn.ccuox:;
and cxtensions referred to,” an opinion which, so far at lcast as the Erode-I\.t\njszf;ul
Mysore connection is conccrued, the Clamber, as at present informed, is cotircly
unable to share. Mr, Noble Taylor, the Chairmau of thic Madras Railway Com.[;a:)'v
speaking at the last Annual General Meeting, also said that the Madm? Rai "ii
which is already crossed at Katpadi and l{c:igunt:\‘by other competing lines “O:n_
“be further injured if the Mysore-Erode linc is carried out.” 1, therefore, Go::iou
ment iy in possession of special juformation upon which it hias basc.d the 0l1:° .
quoted abore, the Chamber respectfully requests that this information Le impartee

) it may
I have the lionour to coclose a copy of this letter and to request that i
be forwarded to the Government of India. . b

I lare the lonour to be, Sir,

Your most ohedicnt scrvant,

('/‘,""mﬂn.
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