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Government Salt Depots.

Considering that it is not possible at present
g to give effect to the proposal of the Agent
(| and Manager of the Madras Railway Company
» for the establishment of — at all stations on the
Madras Railway, and that it will be necessary
for the Company to lower its rates for the
carriage of salt in large quantities in the event
of inland depdts for the sale of Government
salt being established at any time hereafter,
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Ruap—the following letter trom FRANCIS B. HANNA, Esq., Agent and Manager
)

Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for Rail
Madre® 30th July 1889, No. 6492851 Sk s s gt dated

1 have the honor to request the attention of Government to the decrease in th

galt trafficnow conveyed over the Madras Railway, and T quote, for favorable c :
sideration, paragraph 9 of letter No. 817, from the Company’s Secretary in London_
containing the views of the Board on the subject. Bl

«g. In paragraph 39 of the Traffic Manager’s_report for the half-ye i
December last, when dealing with the calt traffic, Mr. Moss advocates the ady;;:li‘oslﬁlzi 3}“
which, he believes, would increase the sales of this important article two or three fo]d,y %u;

suggests that salt be offered for sale at every ‘

f 0 station on the line of railway at a fixed rate, to
include cost of production, excise duty, and railway charges, plus 2 commission, say, of one atia
per bag for godown

; rent, sv that a vryot might easi t, and comparatively near
to his own home, a8 many bags as he req , withoub having recourse to a middleman. "The
Board heartily approve of this suggestion and request you to place yourself in communication

with Government with a view to 1t8 being carried out. If it should have the anticipated effect
of increasing consumption, the traffic in this articlé on the Madras Railway would certainly
> .

, improve.’
These views were ‘expressed by the Directors after considering the Traffic

Manager’s report for the half-year ending 31st December 1888, and paragraphs 38
tics of great interest when applied to the decrease in the con-

and 39 embodying statis
sumption of salt by the population along the Madras Railway line are quoted below :—

~ «38. The following table exhibits the salt traffic carried out Of Madras in each
the five years fanded December 1888 :— et

1887. 1888.

MDS.
Between Madras and Conjeeveram =5 v T ¥ +2,829
Cuddapab .- 5 i .o . v « 23 2,276
Other stations on North-West line i Y o i 14,656

\ Arcot and Vellore .- e g o = C I 8,013
Gudiyhtam and Vapiyambadi .- S .t s % 2,854
Beaole s el e I Ay R TR AT, 5,169
Mysore State Railway e s e s % g 2,093
Ofther stations on Bangalore Branch .. o o ir. 2,165
Salem KR g N 5 3 e 3 5,156
Other stations in Salem district .. TR R LR 5,380
Erode, Tiruptr and Cqmbstora a8 o e b L 9,280
Southernmahratﬁmnlw&y i - o Gy ks 222
mb“ . SO Y . .e e .o .o R 177
Sonth Indian Railway . @  *° 1 : 3 84
Great Indian Peninsula Railway .. 30

Bellary-Kistna State Railway -+

L e

o - s — -——‘-—_—_'/’/‘_—_—_——-_____-

«< 39, The following table shows the rates ab which salt was selling per bag duri
month of January 1889, 1 the towns and villages along the line of railway. '1‘181‘9' “t:}l)ng the
shows the approsimate cost of producing a bag of salb, the Government excise duty nl& aé;o
o e

profit of the merchant, less cartage and other incidental expenses for selling salt ==
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Goverriment Merchants’
Merchants’ | selling rate | Railway profit per
selling rate | per bag of | chasge per otal bag or
per bag of 2 | 2 maunds, bag of columns 4 | difference
maunds. including 2 maunds. and 5. between
duty. columns 3
and 6.
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One hundred bags of salt are loaded in an 8-ton wagon and the profit to the merchant for a
wagon-load of salt would therefore appear to be—

Lowest profit. Highest profit,

R AT RS. A. P.

For salt sent from Madras ey et AT ey 4
do. from Ferok =~ ... 120 13 4 163 8 8

do. from Nellore 70 5 0 132 13 0

“T have before advocated that salt should be offered for sale at every station on the line
of railway at a fixed rate, to include the cost of production, excise duty, and railway charges,
plus a commission of, say, one anna per bag for godown rent, and I am certain if some such
system were adopted, the sales of salt would increase two or three fold. Salt godowns are
already supplied at most of the stations on this railway and if printed tariffs were posted at
each railway station and signed by the Government officer showing the selling price of salt at
the railway godowns it would be easy for a ryot to purchase one or one hundred bags of salt
as he might require. ' .

“ My experience is that the upcountry native merchants hold their supplies of salt until
they put up prices to an exorbitant rate, the ryots and the villagers in the meantime having to
subsist without the commodity. The production of earth-salt being practically abolished, cattle
do not obtain the nourishment they require, because the owners of cattle cannot pay the inter-

" mediate men the prices they demand for sea-salt. The salt trade from Madras is practically
at the present time a monopoly in the hands of a native ring, and I am told that, althongh salt-

is sold from the Government depft at Rs. 5-6-0 a bag, the profit demanded by the interme-

diate seller at Madras, before the salt leaves the Government depdt, is not less than 6 annas a

bag, equivalent to a profit of Rs. 37-8-0 for a wagon of salt, for executing an order to an

:&lpco;ntry 3xerchmt, the same merchant being unfortunately prevented from purchasing his
t direct. '
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or has civen this question very careful attention,
14 G r;fng]ia%igc?ggnig adopt %he system he advocates, and which meets
aqd Blon iy athy of the Board, there can be no doubt that, whether it has the
with the hearty sg;lmpéompan y’s revenue or not, it appears to be calculated to decrease
desired eﬁ'ec.tdo?) t‘;e oorer classes for that article so necessary for the preservation
21;9111::;&% I;?:d alZ:o s I;‘emo ve the causes which frequently compel the irregularity of
their supplies.

The Company

No. 305.
Submitted for the consideration and orders of Government.

(Signed) SIDNEY SMITH, Major, R.E.,
for Consulting Engineer for Railways.

—_—

No. 664 D.

Transferred to the Revenue Department for favor of consideration and disposal.

igned) C. J. SMITH, Colonel, R.E.,

S
O0TACAMUND, ( Joint Secy. to Govt., P.W.D., Railway Branch.

12th August 1889,

r—dated 24th April 1890, No. 293, Revenue.

In the letter read above, the Agent
Separate Revenue, No. 62. and Manager, Madras Railway Company,
i it St e ey submits, for the consideration of Govern-
Salt. . ment, a proposal of Mr. Moss, the Traffic
Manager, for the establishment by Gov-
| the stations on the Madras Railway where salt could be
fixed rates, such rates to be mt:&de ug of costtof 1{)&)—
. : and a small commission for godown rent. e
duction, excise %‘;g(’l ’S;,”f;ﬁ i};?);%:: statements of figures from which it is argued
roposal 18 S\IIPI:)f <alt to the districts served by the railway 1s msgﬂiclent in quantity
that the Supp ty in price and that by the establishment of these depdts the ryots would
and exorbitan 1111'01})1&86 diveet from Government and comparatively near to their homes,
be enabled to p they require without having to pay the profits of middlemen who, by

as much salt as they able to put up prices to an exorbitant rate.

combined action, are nOW bove does indeed show that there
tatements referred to abo D U
1 b2. Tht; g;tigfaﬁz ?Zﬁiflg off in recent years in the quantities of salt carried out
as been a

2 i d in the case of
ilway, the decrease being most marke

of Madras byl the éﬁ?iﬁ?:t(}r{g a:d);;’he Ceded Districts, which took in 1888 only a;bout;
Staltf‘oﬁs iy Satfgz’s they received in 1885. But it would be erroneous to assume from
half the quan

d in ‘

ine diminution in the consumption of salt among
this that there haﬁ}? eznd?s::ir;cipo%(li;:?narginal statement, compiled from the Depart-
the population of thes mental administra-
r consumplion in maunds. tion reports, shows
the quantities of salt
available for con-
sumption in each of
the above districts

ORDE

ent of depdts at all 1
?)lt:fltallr'led for sale to the public at

Quantity available fo
| Bellary-
‘ Coimbatore. | Cuddapah. Ansntagur,

Years Salem.

pas0 | 34202 | LELOR >ivir | during the last four
ol o0 | Diboar|  wasois | 25808 | years and it does not
1887-88 266,517 | 385,351 | 1,43,861 e appear from it that
e ~ there has been any

med by the Agent and Manager. A detailed

i 1§ assu < .
sumption as 18 a8 o districts have drawn their supplies of salt

iminution in con :
such dimimublOn ‘4 0 o from which thes

examination of the sour
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will make it clear that the falling off in the traffic from Madras is really due to the
displacement of Madras salt by salt from the West Coast and the Nellore factories and
that it is fully made up by inereased imports from these places.

3. In regard to the second of the statements, it is observed that the prices quoted
are those ruling in the towns and villages along the line of railway, i.e., the retail
bazaar prices, while the calculation of profit in column 5 is based on the prime cost of
salt to the wholesale merchant. This prime cost again is underrated ; the price of
salt per maund ez-duty has been taken at 3 annas. The average price at the Nellore
factories last year was Annas 3-6°7 ; and the prime cost of Bombay and Goa salt on the
‘West Coast was Annas 10-1'5 and Annas 15-2-3, respectively, while the average prices
realized at the factories which supply Madras is more than 5 annas. No allowance,
moreover, has been made for wastage, a very heavy item; nor for agency charges,
middlemen’s profits or the cost of carriage to and from the station ; all of which have
to be taken into consideration in fixing the retail price. There is also ‘reason to doubt
the correctness of the retail prices given in the statement ; it would appear from the
Board’s fortnightly return of retail prices prevailing at the head-quarter stations
of districts, that the prices of salt at Salem, Coimbatore and Cuddapah on the 15th
January 1889 were about Rs. 6-9-0, Rs. 5-14-0 and Rs. 6-6-0 per bag as against
Rs. 7-8-0, Rs. 7-2-0 and Rs. 6-8-0 quoted by the Traffic Manager. But even assuming
the correctness of his prices, it is evident that the profits of merchants must be
considerably less than is made out in the statement.

4. There is thus no reason to suppose that the supply of salt to the districts
served by the Madras Railway is either insufficient in quantity or exorbitant in price,
the only conditions which would justify interference on the part of the State, but if
such were the case, Government has now no salt to sell either at Madras or on the
- ‘West Coast, and the stocks that it does possess are mostly stored in out-of-the-way
places beyond the reach of railway communication. _ ’

No action, therefore, is possible at present. If, however, it should at any time
hereafter be determined to establish inland depdts for the sale of Government sult,
it will be necessary for the Madras Railway Company to consider the advisability of
lowering considerably its rates for the carriage of salt in large quantities.

A
Secretary toéGovernme .

(True Extract.)

To the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue). f
»» the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).




A » i ; A 4 ;
C D A2 £elS 8 60 Gos ol

ot AN
@aobt. of {1800} It adrs. 7"‘»&/? 7 o |
; \/ A PPL 2L e € 4 L 4 1 ’
REVENUE. A, ~ 24tm Arrin 1890, No. 293, REVENUE. :

A A A AN R A A A P P At P S o St P i St sty | IS

4

A A P A A I A e AT s A A A A o o it -
s amein s ey

3
A e A Pt s s S
~—

—
-
¢

—— -4 " i O E
//ﬁ /%{9 m‘ﬂ;}t‘(/r<~ o )"4f¢.t11,~
¢ -

i {
1 P i |
’/f(z/) /? e« Ae rr‘aZv 4 4"’)////5’,;% 1lrrwy) ‘

/ 9 - 7 Cae A : .
/{/{ ” (74 9 > :1"{/,' ra® zeak -zl p L?ﬁé Lo . . e GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. > 1

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Jssued

beed. )2 - V' S p . Fnel. - ? Reap—the following letter from FRANCIS B. HANNA, Esq., Agent and Manager,
. . ( g ! Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
o e o L s’ 1 Madras, 30th July 1889, No. 6492—851 :— ~ :

- i 72.87-)° T have the honor to request the attention of Government to the decrease in the

) 7" , salt trafficnow conveyed over the Madras Railway, and I quote, for favorable con-
G.0., 24th April 1890, No. 293, o sideration, paragraph 9 of letter No. 817, from the Company’s Secretary in London, |
e i containing the views of the Board on the subject. : .

«9, In paragraph 39 of the Traffic Manager’s report for the half—yem_' ending 3lst
December last, when dealing with the salt traffic, Mr. Moss advocates the adoption of a system
which, he believes, would increase the sales of this important article two or three fold. He
suggests that salt be offered for sale at every stationon the line of railway at a fixed rate, to 3
include cost of production, excise duty, and railway charges, plus a commission, say, of one anna :
per bag for godown rent, so that a ryot might easily purchase direct, and comparatively near
to his own home, as many bags as he requires, without having recourse to a middleman. The
7 ' Board heartily approve of this suggestion and request you to place yourself in communication
e APRIL . - with Government with a view to its being carried out. If it should have the anticipated effect
. of increasifig’ consumption, the traffic in this article on the Madras Railway would certainly

improve.”’ .

These views were expressed by the Directors after considering the Traffic
\ . Manager’s report for the half-year ending 31st December 1888, and paragraphs 38

§7 ke and 39 embodying statisties of great interest when appl_led to 'the decrease in the con-
NS/ sumption of salt by the population along the Madras Railway line are quoted below :—
e ' 2 ¢ 38. The following table exhibits the salt traffic carried out of Madras in each year for
the five years ended December 1888 :—

ek

* Ditricts. 1884, |, 188b. 1886. 1887. 1888,

MDS. MDS. MDS, MDS. MDS,
Between Madras and Conjeeveram 1o -~ b 0 1,958 | « 2,829 2,122 2,281 1,873
: n R 28 A e R 2+ L A, s 2,473 2,276 1,967 1,967 1,488
i Other stations on North-West line o) o Rl Y 14,246 14,656 14,100 10,753 7,416
: Krioh ol Vlloes:  Gae S ik T U meis | Epls s, L igses ] - Vaap
Gudiyatam end Vaniyambadi = .. = .. '... .. .. 2,684 9,854 2,964 3,315 8,215
VAT A IR e o R N 4,782 5,169 4,780 4,858 4,542
Mysore State Railway 45 4 TP A R 1,282 2,093 2,171 1,794 2,198
M : , Other stations on Bangalors Branch 1 111l zooa) o Zuso | 2ass| 20| g0
X 4 Salem s X A % ot o 7 S * 140 086
overnment Salt Depots, Other stafions in Salom districh. 1.0 oo . n| wres| s3sof  608¢| 4213 3300
P | B Erode, Tirupéir :;d Igt;limbatore R TRt SR, 7;3(1) &ggg 6;‘"; ‘;’m 4,677
n it 1 Southern Mahraf ilwa - 2 0 1,735
b giv:l 21&1:5 tt';ath 1t is not possible at present . 7 S R IO A ety 246 177 25 n ,2 7
7 Yol £ th e proposal of the Agent _ South Indian Railway .. .. .. . .. . . B4 32 . 8
, ger o e Madras Railwa: o i Great Indian Peninsula Railway 1% I, pisl RF . 30 1 pu s
for the establithment of — g all stagonsoomy B e L e o ke - — - a .
: S e : ; ——— ]
Madras Railway, and that it w; ( otal .. | . 53,239 | 60,383 | 54,214 | 48673 | 41,501
be necessary ‘ , T | . . )
for the Company to lower its rates for the |
carriage of salt in large quantities in the event
» of inland depéts for the sale of Government
. salt being established at any time hereafter,

- “v.

« 39, The following table shows the rates at which salt was selling per bag during the
month of January 1889, in the towns and villages along the line of railway. The table also
shows the approximate cost of producing a bag of salt, the Government excise duty and the.
profit of the merchant, less cartage and other incidental expenses for selling salt smm
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Government i Et’s'
Merchants’ selling rate Rai A l mnA
: ilway profit per
From Moo selling rate | per bag of charge pe bag or
per bag of 2 2 waunds, ba orpﬁ Total, difference
maunds. including | 9 o columns 4 roe
£ muings, %18 5 between
' duty. 3 columns 3
e g g | and 6.
1 2 3 : o g e SRR MR
— 5 ¢ 6 7
BS. A, P. | ms, A, »
{ | Arcot S e T 612 0 560 Rﬁ" T ®Ar | mar
4\ellore 7. 320 5 6 0 0'38 -9 8 1125
Ambr ., 1850 Lo avgl gl gia S | 610 6 1 8 6
Vaniyamb4di 760 e8RS X 512 4 1 9 8
! | Kuppam . 712 0 5 6 0 0610 512 10 1 0
Kolar Road 119 0 e g Slae o8 A5 T4 8 113 4
Malur 8201 560  grp2] 1510 1122
Madras aa o '}ﬁmgu!ore.. 207 5.6 0 012 g L 31 4
{xrupatlil: .s i 2esy 5 8 0 0 . g 11310
b&}nalptm... 7 4 0 &6 D 0 186 513 8 1 46
Morapp!lr'.. e it 80 5 6 0 7.6 913.6 1. %G
McDonald's Choultry 8 0 0 6§ 6 0o P8 2 514 2 ¥ %20
Sankaridrug % i §-270 5 6 0 310 10 6 010 1156 2
Erode .. § abaili s g p INENIRE | 6 1 ¢ ], 3 9.8
'l’gmndum 8 0 0 5.6 o 012 2 8.0 % 115 10
\ql'lrupﬁr 8 0 0 5 6 0 0{;” 6 2 0 114 0
f..al_am . o el T 5 8 0 < 0 € 2 0 114 ©
Cmm_bn.torq 79 o 6§ 6 0 012 ¢4 g 2 4 1 6 8
Rt Karaimadai : 7 8¢ Bing" & 068 T (R -
onéni-Ferok, . { | Mettapalaiyam X o 5. g 0.7 10 513 10 110 2
Pilghat _,, wf 1700 1" 6 g9 ] 980 | 610 160
al:ﬁﬁnr ICREY 614 0 | 5¢ ¢ | 9 Soe ] 810104 1.3 '3
9 ST = 610 0 5.6 5 9 0 188
[} Tivatend % % 62 0 [ 8 ¢ g (LD RN gy 1:3 4
%Tag:m e o o 612 0 5 6 ¢ g 31! 5 911 1 ik
P\ufuur ; ) e 5 6 0 ol B 595 12 7
PUdE S sty 8 8 0 56 0 § el 5 811 1 Al
l"'d’glm 6 4 0 5 6 ¢ & 15 5 8 7 015 5
S 080 612 0 | 5 ¢ s ALTRS gy g 2 1
Riis i 0 0 . /) 012
s 612 0 5 6 o AN b 9.7 1 2 5
Nellore e Vaud_ah'ir sa 612 0 1.6 8 g = 610 9 L1 3
ontimitta 614 0 5 8 il 511 1 011
Cuddapnl o 0 4 s
‘uddapah . 6 8 0 5 6 g 4 St R T
Kamaldpuram 612 0 5 6 89 512 9 | 1 3
Yerr: tla 1 = . 0 7 513 -1
i 614 0 5 '8 p B 77 5 7 F 0146
Kondipurats Pl s e, UG aREEA
¢ 9
A 7 4 0 5 86 o = 514 9 ! 1 5 3
Tadpatri 70 LI R 5 15 ! 3
Adéni 0 R S T T L e o B B N
| Raichur Z 20 5'8:0 013 '3 R S
' 14 0 5 6 0 0 1¢ b 8331 “a12"98
6.4 9 | o 13 3

One hundred bags of salt are loaded in an 8-t
wagon-load of salt would therefore appeara:lo be(.)_l.1 wagon and the Profit to the merchant for a

i Lowest profit, High;st profit.

For salt sent from Madras . ]Rlsi A. p, RS! A, p,
065 4 from Borok - (o ol G008 R ig

. do. from Nellore 4 163 8 §

e 70 5 :
“1I have before advocated that salt shonld be offered for sale a:) 132 .13 0
of railway.at a fixed rate, to include the cost of production, excise q Every station on the line
plus a commission of, say, oue anna per bag for godown rent and I“t , and r'allway charges,
system were adopted, the sales of salt would increase two 0; thr am certain if some such
already supplied at most of the stations on this railway and if I__ee fold. _Salt godowns are
each railway station and signed by the Government officer showis uﬁfd tariffs were posted at
the railway godowns it would be easy for a ryot to purchase one € the selling price of salt at
as he might require. Or one hundred bags of salt

My experience is that the upcountry native mer .
they put up prices to an exqrbitantprate, t.hye ryots and :ﬁ:n:isll:;gstihe" mPPlieg of salt-until
subsist without the commodity. The production of earth-salt being n the meantime having to
do not obtain the nourishment they require, because the owners of Pl':ﬁtzcauy abolished, cattle
mediate men the prices they demand for sea-salt. The salt trade ;’: tle cannot pay the inter-
at the present time a monopoly in the hands of a native ring, and T g OTOMﬂd!‘as is practically
is sold from the Government depbt at Rs. 5-6-0 a bag, the profit d‘: 1d that, although salt
diate seller at Madras, before the salt leaves the Government depbt, i:‘:gg‘;‘:ﬂ:?{hthesmterme;
n annas

bag, equivalent to a profit of Rs. 37-8-0 for a wagon of sals, for executing an order to an
. n order :

upcountry merchant, the same merchant being unfortunately Prevented frop, b Aot
_ ; urchasing :

salt direct.”
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siven this question very careful attention,

The Company’s Tmfgc ’%‘g:“?f e;dl;;: ?ﬂilv;% Systemqhe advocates, and which meets

and should G’OVBl‘ﬂﬂlen{}; eglthe Board, there can be no doubt that, whether it has the

with the hearty SYmPglt yo "s s or not, it appears to be calculated to decre?se

desired effect on the Company Jasses for that article so necessary for the preservation

thelf rif h palg bly ﬂtlg I;gloxfgfrecthe canses which frequently compel the irregularity of
of health and also

their supplies.

T
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No. 305.

the consideration and orders of Government.

: SIDNEY SMITH, Major, R.E.,,
(S1gned) e.jorLCon5111ting Engh{eer for’R:nlways.

Submitted for

—

No. 664 D. :
artment for favor of consideration and disposal.

; De
Transferred to the Revenue LUep (. J. SMITH, Colonel, R.E.,

OOTACAMUND, (Sign;(‘)ii)nt Secy. to Govt,, P.W.D., Railway Branch.

12th August 1889. -
f
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3 30. No. 203 Revenue.
Onpur—dated 24th Apri S : In the letter read above, the Agent
b and Manager, Madras Railway Company,
submits, for the consideration of Govern-
Salt ment, a proposal of Mr. Moss, the Traffic
st ' Manager, for the establishment by Gov-
11 the stations 0L the Madras Bailwaydwhere ialt (ém}fld rbe
o s ot s, s ks B0 U L B
e O s Jway charges and & smal pomm from which it is amsgued
e dggfi 1;(’151’ th taburl)a!' smtemﬁﬂtih()f ﬁ'{i‘:’lae; isr(i)nsuﬂicient in quzgtitv
osal is suppo T ¢ ved by the rai u 3
t}ll‘;)tfs) the supply of salt to ?ihilts%;fcﬁl Ze;stabliShment of these dlepots tile gqtshWOUId
and exorbitant 1n price an ¢ from Government and comparative %neg;dlom ixr h%m%s,
b enabledlio pué'l;}h;sfegﬁiz without having o tpayntk;i Osgggl:lstomggl emen who, by
as much salt as the ap prices to & : i
combined action, are now abh:a 11::; ,ﬁ:ztspre%erred to above does {nfieedfshol;v that (tiher?;
9. The first of the &Wﬁl 3 off in recent years 1o the quax;tﬁeskzd sian slf:r:::seoﬁf
has been a considerable 1a m%lway the decrease being mos ir- Yt 3 el
of Madrasby the Madras o the Ceded Districts, which took only afrou
stations in Salem, Coimbatore ad . 1885, But it would be erroneous to assume from
half the quantities they recelrv;:)S lgn ding diminution in the cqnsu;xllp;lgl of t1iilalt Damontg
this that there has been a €O} t P The marginal statement, compiled from the Depart-
the population of these districts. mental administra-
X B iLable for consumplion in mawnds. tion repo?t.s, shows
by aran® the quantities of salt

Separate Revenue, No. 62.

ernment

Quan _—

Coimbatore. | Cuddapah. Aﬁﬁnﬁg;,, available for con-

Years. s sumption in each of
'.—’_—_—- - -

AT NN N e £ the above districts

1,561,839 | 2,70 .
| 248701 g«g,gzg Vitoss | 2s1se| during the last four
Lo Y SIS o S A 2,92,456 a1 | 1,608,016 | 253084 | years and it does not
1886-87 .. - pww sl Lo iggg 88 | 880 143,861 | 217,240 :

| 1SBT-88 ey e dhaas ol olmgar | 8,385,391 ok appear from it that

T S there has been any
‘ . y .

sumed by the Agent and Manager. A detailed

such diminutiglih m cgg::glﬁx ::‘hlizh these districts have drawn their supplies of salt
examination of the 8




e T 24t Apers 1890, No. 293, Revesve. .
!, s Y : .

will make it clear that the falling off in the traffic from Madras is really due to the
. displacement of Madras salt by salt from the West Coast and the Nellore factories and
~ that it is fully made up by increased imports from these places.

3. In régard to the second of the statements, it is observed that the prices quoted
are those ruling in the towns and villages along the line of railway, i.e., the retail
bazaar prices, while the calculation of profit in column 5 is based on the prime cost of
~ salt to the wholesale merchant. This prime cost again is underrated ; the price of Lg
.« salt per maund ez-duty has been taken at 3 annas. The average price at the Nellore il |
factories last year was Annas 3-6-7 ; and the prime cost of Bombay and Goa salt on the AR
West Coast was Annas 10-1'5 and Annas 15-2°3, respectively, while the average prices s
realized at the factories which supply Madras is more than 5 annas. No allowance, Y 4
moreover, has been made for wastage, a very heavy item; nor for agency charges, 5. |
middlemen’s profits or the @st.of carriage to an_d frpm the station ; all of which have WA
to be taken into eonsideration in fixing the retail price. There is also "reason to doubt A
the correctness of the retail prices given in the statement ; it would appear from the i
Board’s fortnightly return of retail prices prevailing at the head-quarter stations
of districts, that the prices of salt at Salem, Coimbatore and Cuddapah on the 15th |
Jantary 1889 were about Rs. 6-9-0, Rs. 5-14-0 and Rs. 6-6-0 per bag as against o
Rs. 7-8-0, Rs. 7-2-0 and Rs. 6-8-0 quoted by the Traffic Manager. "But even assuming 1
‘the correctness of his prices, it is evident that the profits of merchants must be
considerably less than is made out in the statement. '
4. There is thus no reason to suppose that the supply of salt to the distri
served by the Madras Railway is eitherp I;maufﬁeient in quantsi’ty or exorbitant 1(1111 s;ﬁf

: ge only conditions which would justify interference on the part of the State. but if ; &) : -
ich were the case, Government has now no salt to sell either at Madras or’ on the F S
West Coast, and the stocks that it does possess are mostly stored in out-of-the-way - aelh
places beyond the reach of railway communication. 2
No action, therefore, is possible at present. If, however, it should at any time
hereafter be determined to establish inland dep0ts for the sale of Government salt ‘
it will be necessary for the Madras Railway Company to consider the advisability of i s
lowering considerably its rates for the carriage of salt in large quantities, RS s

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C.A. GALTON, . ",4':-'34‘
Secretary to Government. v PEL L ; |

To the Board o)f,Revenue (Separate Revenue).
,» the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).
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G.0., 24th April 1890, No. 293.

Government Salt Depots.

Considering that it is not possible ab present
to give effect to the proposal of the Agent
and Manager of the Madras Railway Company
for the establishment of — at all stations on the
Madras Railway, and that it will be necessary
for the Company to lower its rates for the
carriage of salt in large quantities in the event
of inland depéts for the sale of Government
salt being established at any time hereafter.
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