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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Resap—the following paper :—

From Lieutenant-Colonel W. R, BROWNE, u.0., LM.8,, Senior Medical O)fficor.
General Hospital, to the Secretary to the Surgeon-General with the Govern-
ment of Madras, dated Madras, 24th May 1839, Ref. on No. 1934.

With reference to the supply of clothing to the hospital servants, I have the
honour to state that as Government hag decided in G.O., No. 470, Publie, dated 27th
April 1899, not to revert to the old scale but to retain the amount fixed in (1.0,
No. 159, Public, dated 30th January 1896, on the ground that ¢ sufficient reason s
not been shown’ for increasing the recently fixed scale, I am compelled in the
interests of the hospital to again draw attention to the matter and to furnish such
reasons as will, I hope, enable Government to at least sanction reversion to the old
quantity of clothing that was allowed for very many years and which no one cver
found to be in the least degree excessive. .

2. The Surgeon-General in his letter to Government of the 13th March 1899 has

quoted the Senior Medical Officer’s opinion ¢ that experience has shown with only two |

suits it is impossible that the servants can be kept in the clean state that the work in
the hospital necessitates ” and that I need hardly say that it is not advisable thut
the ward attendants and the menial servants should be permitted to approach the
patients in rags more or less unavoidably dirty.”

I did not, in the letter quoted, dilate on the very possible dangers that muy
accrue in the surgical wards especially on dirtily-clad’ attendants being brought~-as
they must be—into personal contact with the sick, nor need I, I consider, say more
now than that it is obvious there must be risk of causing septic disease or unbeali hy
inflammation to eil recently wounded cases. In all the wards the attendants wre
liable to the accidental contamination of their clothes by the feculent discharges of ;1)«;
patients ; and again, should a patient vomit over a ward attendant or discharsc
accidentally upon him any of his excreta, the ward attendant can only roughly Was‘?x’
as soon as he can be spared from the ward, the suit of clothes he has upon him ém’{
then as soon as it is washed must put the suit on again, for this reason that his
only other suit is with the dhoby. This is what has to be done now and it is very

objectionable from every point of view. At least one spare suit of clothes is an obvious
necessity. -

3. Then again the attendants in the contagious diseases wards shou 1-
eu}arly we]l furnished yvith su_its of tglothing muigl in these wards the old sczxtlieb:f l::;l;-t;e
suits was always considered insufficient ;s but as, fortunately, outbursts of epidemic
disease have of late years never lasted for any considerable time, it was not deemed
absolutely necessary to address Government on the subject of providing & pecial
allotment of clothing for the attendants in these wards. Now, however, I am forced to

state that it is dangerous to attempt to work the contagious sheds on the present
amount of clothing.

4. The withdrawal of clothing from the menial servants detailed in wmy former
letter was, I consider, unfortunate for the hospital and for the servants. The pay of
these men is too small, as I have already pointed out, to permit of their clothing
themselves properly and the natural result is that they are forced to go about in the
scantiest possible quantity of covering. Itis of course very desirable that all the
employés of the hospital should be recognisable at a glance by their clothing, but
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{his is not the case now, and ¢ caolies ™ from outside and these menial servants are
constantly being mistaken for each other with 1ore or less unsatisfactory results, but
this is a slight drawback compared with the dirty eondition in which the cooks are
generally to be met with, It s bardly necessary to dilate ou the unpleasaptness of
Baving cooks in divty clothes in which they work, and in which they must go home
{6 their more or less dirty hovels and then return to the kitchen here in the same,
fter @ visit to the bazaars, with the probable contawination from all sorts of tilth
therein to be met with.

5. The =aving that has acerued is so small and the econony effected so miscrable

that T trust that Govermment will in the interests of the reputation of the General
Hospital, sec that there are sufficient reasons to increase the preseut inadequate stock
of clothing to at least its former diwensions.

No. T-8/275.
Suhmitted for the orders of Government.

9 The additional grounds adduced by Dr. Browne are too weighty to leave me any
alternative hut to urge Government to revonsider its orders in (£.O., No. 470, Publie,
dated 25th April 1599, A ward attendant in a first-class hospital appearing in rags
to admimister to the needs of a patient must present a spectacle too repulsive to be
tolerated for a moment.  But the climax is reachied when sueh grave eonscquences as
ave depieted by Dr. Browne are apprehended to patients’ health which s the object of

“devout solieitude in an hospital. The interests of the patients and the reputation of the

General Hospital alike demand that the servants should be deeently clad and as this
objeet Is caid from practieal experienee to be impossible of achicvement with the seale
of clothing at present allowed, T canmot too strongly reeommend its enbancement as
propased by the Sendor Medical Oflicer.

Cavr, OOTACAMUND, (Signed) C. SIBTHORPE,
14k June 18U9. Surgie.-Genl. with the Govt. of Madras.

e

OrbER—No. 743, Public, dated 6th July 1899.

Tu view of the reasons now addunced by the Surgeon-General, the Government

authorises the issue of three suits each per

Male and female ward attendants, ont-patients’  annum to the servants of the General

coolies and dispensary coolivs and - attend flogpital, Madrag, of the classes named i

auts. {he margin.  The cost must however be
restricted to Rs. H—1-0 per head per anpum.

9. The remaining classes * of servants who now under G.0., No. 159, Public,

* Male and  female | Tuascars, dated 30th January 1896, receive {rce

goties. Boatswain. clothing will continue to receive two
Denyers., Prons, suits, subject to the existing limit of
Bweepers. Gate peons. 2s. 3-12-0 per head per annum.

€

9 The Government adhieres to its decision that free elothing need not be granted
to servauts who do not ceme in personal contact with patients. The addition to the
list of the wenids mentioned in the Surgeon-General’s letter No. 231, dated 13th
March 1599, cannot therefore be sauctioned.

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.
To the Rurgeon-General.
., Accomntant-General,
,, Yinancial Department.

Exd, A. F, Leeleston,
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