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Plague Measures.

Abolishing some of the road and railway frontier inspection stations and observation circles
and otherwise reducing plague expenditure.
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GOVERNMENT(H?MADRAs

TOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

" Reap—-the following papers :—

From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., 1.C.S, Plague Commissioner, to the Colleetors ot
Frontier Districts, dated Camp, Hospet, 28rd March 1899, Ref. on C
No. 3556. S '
I'have the honour to request you to report at an carly date upon the working of
the road inspection stations and obscrvation circles on your frontier, and to enqui;’o if
vou consider the results attained justify the cost imeurred. There is reason to h(; o
that as the hot weather draws on, plagne may disappear within the limits of the
Presidency, but the probubility of having to defend oursclves aftor the rains
a fresh attack from Bombay and Mysore and possibly Bengal has to be P
for. It is possible that some modification of our present scheme ot defene
introduced with advantage. On this point I invite your opinion.

2. Road frontier stations are undoubtedly of use in places where the nature of
the country forces traffic to converge between narrow lines, but where the country is
flat und open there is reason to believe that they can be, and are, as a rule, easily
evaded. Cordons round even moderate-sized villages have been found im practicable
and it appears of doubtful expedieney to attempt to maintain what is in reality
more or less of a cordon along a frontier of great length in an open and flat country.
I do not suggest that all road inspection .stations should be closed at onee, but it is
possibly advisable that many of them shouald be, leaving only those which are really
efficient. It might be advisable to establish others in places where the nature of the
country will render them workable, even though not immediately on the frontier ; as
an illustration of what I mean, I mention the passes in the hills in the south of
Penukonda taluk, Anantapur district, the ghdts between ITosur and Krishnagiri
in the Salem district, and between Kollegal and the adjoining taluks. i

3. The question of retaining observation cirelos with their numerous inspoetors
and supervisors is a difficult one to decide upon. It might be possible in the case of
threatened districts to appoint speeial inspectors to each revenue inspector's range on
the threatened frontier, selecting for these posts, as far as possible, men known l?y tho
people and likely to have influence with them and placing all such special officors ina
taluk under a special Tahsildar or Depuaty Tahsildar. In rural areas experience
teaches us that the only satisfactory method of grappling with plague is by evacua-
tion and disinfection. It will probably be by the help of the special officors
I suggest, that we shall mect with the greatest success in inducing the people to
eva(]’(uatc, and sanitary inspeetors and others might then be called in for disinfection
work.

4. In the Deecan districts and in Salem there has grown up among the penplo‘
a sense of the importance of keeping persons from an infocted area at a distance.
Such a sense is to be fostered where it exists and ereated elsewhere, for ou this we
may, to a great extent, depend for the carrying out equally, if not more satisfactorily
and certainly more cheaply, of the work that we are now attempting to do by our rvad
frontier stations.
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5. The above are merely suggestions thrown out in the hope of discovering some

eflicicnt means of defence which may reduce to some appreciable extent our present

: e cperiene eeest, ¢ ¢ lines.
enormous expenditure.  Your past experience may suggest ascheme on other lin

+ 1 shall be glad, if in putting forward a scheme you will kindly show what saving vou

1 do not, of course, expeet your scheme to be drawn up in any way

expect to make. d ouly be supplied if any of the proposals put forward is

but ronghly ; details nee
adopted by Government.
6. 1shall be obliged by an early reply.

J Lieutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, a3, c., p.p.H., LM.S., Sanitary
rmmCmnrnis<ioner for Madras, to the Plague Commissioner, dated 29th March
1899, No. 1038—S.

With reference to your letter No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, I have' the
honour to state that as, in your paragraph 3, you suggest measares of great sanitary
importance (as to the prineiples underlying whieh T hold opintons dlﬁeru:'xg from
-ours) I should be obliged by your communicating to me the replies you receive from
Collectors, and to further ask you will not pass final proceedings thereon till I have
had an opportuuity of placing my opinion on record.

Ref. on C. No. 3766.

Collectors to whom the Plague Commissioner’s Ref. on €. No. 8556, dated 23rd
March 15399, has been addressed, are rejuested to forward their replies through the
Sanitary Commisstoner for Madras.

(Signed) I. K. BUCKLEY,
2nd April 1899. Plague Commissioner.

To the Collectors concerned.

»  Sanitary Cominissioner.

———

ANANTATCUR.

From B. MACLEOD, Esq., Collector of Anantapur, to the Distriet Medical and
Sunitary Officer, Anantapur, dated Tth April 1899, Dis. No. 500.

With reference to your demi-offi~ial, d«ted the 2nd instant, I have the honour to
state that the following plague establishment may be dispensed with as they are no
longer required : —

(1) All the sanitary inspectors in Midakasira taluk and the plague supervisor.
(2) The assistant sanitary inspeetor of Penukonia.

Copy to the Plague Commissioner for information.

Telegram from the Collector of Anantapur, to the Plague Commissioner, dated
Penukonda, 16th April 1899,

Four inspectaors, supervisor Gotting in uninfected side, Mindupur, dispensed
with.  Brito and three inspectors retained ; Huater, Robertson recommend.

From B. MACLEOD, Esq., Collector of Anantapur, to the Plague Commissioner,
(through the Sanitary Cowmissioner for Madras), dated Penukonda, 20th
April 1899, Ref.’on C. No. 1020.

In reply to your Ref. on Cur. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, as to the
working of road inspection stations and observation cireles, L have the honpur to state
that I consulted Major Robertson, the District Medical and Sanitary Officer on the
subject; but he has not yet found leisure to give me his views and has now been
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transferred to Madras. The administration of plague details in this diste:

: ~ . this district has b
8o largely in the hands of the medical officers that I e cen
opinion in the matter. was obliged to try and get their

2. The advance of the hot weather has, as hoped, caunsed plague to disappear -

from this district.

8. I agree with you in thinking that in open country tra .
. N ; vell .
a road frontier station. Their establishment causes fearyamong t%r: i(gx?orzﬁﬂy av Olld
tural population, and near Chillamattoor led to a serious angd regrettable r?g{ l?-ll~-
October.  Unless they are really efficient it is best to do without them 10t last

4. On ghit passes where carts with sick people cannot pass i
roads. th.ey are of use, and various places on tﬁe é)dge of the? Myse(}){reeegi::le;ol? gh ?ul;h.o
description, among them Penukonda. Also where a town such as Gooty is tl(l)1 eg,t t‘us
tected from some particular direction, such as Guntakal, and the road );.sqes b xf o
a tank and its paddy fields a road frontier station might be practically 111)set:u1 crween

. 5. Asto utilizing the services of revenue inspectors and thej i

instead of special sanitary inspectors for obServatiI())n circles, I su;pz%}fﬁlg iy
but would not take them off their ordinary duties, for as soon as such g mprqposal,
entirely on special duties his authority as a revenue officer is gone, though En oo
have still his local experience, I would suggest that they be given’25 pe% cen?; ww:ld
pay for the extra plague duty. If they require assistants the vaccinating staff ;slfx ;3
be given them. These also have local knowledge and owing to fears of } 1 e
can do no vaccination work. ° noculation

6. Both these classes of officers have their position to maintaj

trustworthy and better in hand than odd men frorr? distant localities hlalt,sg?d t?z:?ngilore
sanitary inspectors. [Except that a sanitary inspector has an elementa.ryyknowl das
of disinfection, I see very littie in favour of employing such a man, as the villae o
pay no attention to his words, and the revenue authorities have éqntinuall t geg's
called in to do his work. y 1o be

7. The lessons of this epidemic have been learned by the people and they would

in future largely help themselves by keeping out strangers, and givi :
vacating their bomes. Rl AN gving no trouble in

From Major R. ROBERTSON, Acting District Medical and Sanit
%namtgpur, to the Collector of Anantapur, dated 1Sth Apdrrﬁ alréyQ{C)) ml(;?;’
0. 106. ’ .

In reply to your C. No. 1020, dated 3rd April 1899, I have th :
that I agree with the Plague Commissioner iI; his remarks abogth(;g;gr ftfomtﬁ
stations. .

2. A road frontier station on a level piece of ground is absolutely useless and
only where natural barriers exist as at Govindapuram and Penukonda should stations
be erected. A river in flood is of course admirable, but it is to be remembered that
at certain seasons it is dry, yet perhaps, at that period plague may not prevail. The
road frontier stations in this district, Penukonda, Govindapuram have, I think, been
successful. The station immediately south of Hindtpur could not have been anything
else than a failure owing to the open ground and paths in its vicinity,

3. The present equipment of road frontier stations is in my opinion sufficient.

The establishment could easily get on without a sanitary maistry. This appointment,
as far as I see, 18 a sinecure at least in this district.

4. Regarding observation cireles, I have little to remark; each inspector was
equipped with two tubs, one bucket and Chinese pump. Perchloride of mercury,
permanganate of Potassium and erude carbolic acid were'in the possession of each
inspector.  Latterly, I issued an order that inspectors were to travel not less than 12
miles per day ; as they aro all mounted there i3 no hardship. The inspectors are a
very inferior lot, but as nothing better could be found one caunot grumble. 1 regard
them as too highly paid.
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Ref. on C. No. 1020.

Cop communicated to the Plejue Commissioner, Madras, in continuation of this
office Ref. on C. No. 1020, dated 20tk April 1899.

ANANTAPUR, (Signed) B. MACLEOD,
24tk Aprd 1899, Collector.

NORTH ARCOT.

From J. K. BATTEN, Esq., Acting Collector and Distriet Magistrate, North
Arcot, to the Plague Commissioner (through the Sanitary Commissioner,
Madras), dated Chittoor, 6th April 1899, Dis. No. 908—P.

With reference to your letter, Ref. on Cur. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899,
I have the honour to state that the results attained by the four road frontier inspec-
tion stations in this district on the Mysore frontier do not justify the cost incurred.
They have been in existence for the last seven months and only ten persons have
been detained in two of them and none in the other two. Except from Alekuppam
station I very rarely get intimations of the passage of persons through these stations.
The above stations have been established in the best localities possible, but the people
avoid them by using the numerous cart-tracks and jungle-paths with which the frontier
line abounds. In communication with Mr. Scott Elliot, I have organized a system
of patrolling the frontier for three days in a week by the plague inspectors of observa-
tion circles and this seems to have a good effect. The best method of guarding the
frontier seems to be to enforce the efficient carrying out by headmen of villages on the
frontier of their duties under additional mufassal regulation No. 15 and to increase
wherever necessary the number of taliaries in such villages so that the headmen may,
with the help of their taliaries, gnard the tracks and paths passing through their
villages and issuc passports to persons coming from infected areas. The plague in-
spectors and supervisors will supervise the work of the headmen during their patrol.
The Tahsildar of Palmanér reports that fourteen additional taliaries are required for his
taluk in connection with this work. The Deputy Tahsildars of Kangundi and
Punganiiru who were asked to report about this matter have not yet doneso. I
think however that twenty taliaries will be required for Kangundi division. For
Pungantru no additional hands will be required as there seems to be a superfluity of
taliaries in that division. It will however be uecessary to grant them an extra
allowance as their pay is small at present. I estimate the monthly cost of this
additional establishment at Rs, 170. A sum of Rs. 312 is being spent now every
month in maintaining the four road frontier inspection stations and when nurses for
which I have applied are entertained, the cost will rise to Rs. 372. There will
thus be a saving of Rs. 200 a month, if the road frontier inspection stations are
abolished and if the system of guarding the frontier by taliarics is introduced.

2. As for observation circles and circle inspectors, I think that they are
necessary.

BELLARY.

From B. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Bellary, to the Plague Commis-
sioner, Madras ;through the Sanitary Commissioner, Madras), dated 18th

April 1899, Ref. on Cur. No. 1264 P.

1 have the honour to offer my remarks with reference to the points raised in your

letter R. C. No. 3576, dated 23rd March 1899. I regret the delay thut has occurred,

but the Distriet Medical and Sanitary Officer’s suggestions on the subject, a copy of
which is enclosed, reached me only two days ago in camp.

2. Working of Road Frontier Inspection Stations.—Not a single case of plague
has hitherto been stopped at any of these numerous stations, though during the rains
the fear of medical inspection and possible detention for ten days must have operated
largely to prevent persons who were not in good health or who had been in contact

2
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v_vith plague cases from gntering the district from the other side of the Tuneabhad

river. Al ﬁze‘present time all these stations are, 1 eonsider, practically u’?zfl ha ra

those on the Tungabhadra because the river is fordable GVOrgrwh;fe a‘ud) thbec'%'s (a)

means of compelling traffic to pass by way of the stations, (4) those on the I1\(?[1S o

frontier, because in spite of their being located on main roads and thus ('atchinﬂyxflzz(t’;
Y ]

of the traffic there appearsto b o : .
{his district. ppears to be no plague nearer than Tumkur about 100 miles from

3. Proposals regarding Road Frontier Inspection Slations.— ; :
and Giriyapuram may be abolished and the[:)amps di/:lﬁ;zi.ledThilits%:'ozirit‘ ]i;[OS-UZ
miles from Hospet, is a very feverish spot and the staff is almost c;ons’t-mtl‘” .0.11 ;
there is no reason why the ferry there which is not far from Munir‘lb(ful ywl.s]u,(.
station, should not be §t0pped and the traffic directed to the rail thWee‘n ‘H M ft‘«vaﬁ
Munirabad, especially as carts cannot cross the river at the ferry and the nospi) )Lm £
foot-passengers 18 small. Giriyapuram which was opened to aetya; a check umt%rﬂ‘(i)
coming in by way of the two Bombay villages which break our rivor(frmtt(: e Oll)l»tu'l‘ C
Magala and Mailar is unsuitably situated and has not proved a qu(,c(‘f If‘rthn \\.<en
which was struck by lightning during the rains, was almost unﬁ; f/orbﬁ‘.l_tl(i.carnp
long ago as last November when I visited it and need not be reconstruct ‘(il .)1.}‘l IOII‘ as
sary, a more snitable site will be selceted later on.  The remaim:llm thirt ,c -tflt.noces-
the.Tungabhadra may be closed till the end of June when the river ma %L‘Il o \”{Ifz (;n
be in freshes and such of the stations as then scem required may be 1}'7 L-OXI,)&C ‘IThO
still remaining six stations, all on the Mysore frontier, may bg Clmeed'(.)p&? b,' , be
?eoopened should plague become indigenous in Chittaldrug or Shin{om’ a ?}d-c‘?‘l. te
in the Mysore Stflte, which adjoin this district. The nincteen camps t;(% > l(:d ‘lcs may
be placed each in charge of two peons to be held responsible ri"or s (,1' (‘),n;:}.lly
sheds and petty equipment therein from the ravages of rats and whitguar; mg . (Z
will be .dlfﬁcult after once dispensing with them to procure again tlo:al}\‘?'- . 1f
the medical subordinates now in charge of these stations, some of tﬁ;m o bbtj V‘m.s ?d
at the camps as proposed by the District Medical and Sanitary Ofﬁ(;cr may b retatie

4. Working of Olservation Cireles.—1 know only one instance in whiecl b
of the observation staft has so far done any detection worthy of lthe n 1(' : 'a Tf}m er
at Holagondi in the Hadagali taluk in November last. The staff ha a%m:. ths was
useful in teaching the village reddis their duties as plague local aixt(]) ‘(_.;)'urs‘c e
getting the villages occasionally cleaned up, but now thutbthe v/itllawemlgltits am(ll -
stand their responsibility in regard to the watching of persons ‘d,l‘]'i::iu:r fre“ o ufn‘ 8 ri
areus it seems hardly necessary to keep up so costly a body of special ol ‘r'n 111\&\;,10(.(;
we want to ensure 1s the despatch from the ne\\fly-infc(:tcd Viil:\,‘(v fCLtl}s' .1"‘?
possible intimation of the occurrence of the case of plague, and for {‘ie. o1 e O'?lleblz
more to the vi]lagg officers and other villagers thanoto ,sanit.l:\lr illlf)(r,tox_gub] 0?
men only temporarily employed in the distriet have little or no‘(iu“ﬂue;xI Na !d an 05 8
rule only pass on what information they gather from the villuge ofﬁcer: caanes

f.i. Proposals regarding Observation Cireles.—The observation circles on the My
fronticr (groups VIII, X and XI) may for the present be closed alontg e\n}\i[t';ls(t)}rxz
road frontier wnspeetion stations.  In the other groups I would replace every two
sanitary inspectors by one revenue inspector who should hold a permanent appoint-
ment in the Revenue Departmeut of, say, not less than Rs. 30 and draw Rs. 40 or
Rs. 45 while ou this special duty : several of the existing revenue inspectors may be
employed. The new men after undergoing training similar to the temporary sanitary
inspectors should, being persons holding permanent appointments in the district with
a good deal to lose in the cuse of misbehaviour, prove much more reliable than the
present somewhat irresponsible staff. The plague supervisors may be retained for a
few months longer till the new men have thoroughly learned their work. The assist-
ant plague inspectors may be removed from all the unions, except Alir and Hospet,
where the plague has not yet cutirely died out. The question as to the system to be
ultimately adopted might well form the subject of a conference to be attended by the
Collectors of the frontier distriets.

6. Luropeun and Eurasion Nurses.—I agree with the District Medical and Sani-

however, docs not scem to arise in connection with the matters referred to in your
letter under reply.

tary Officer, and consider that these are uscless for ambulanee stafls. The question,

No. 878 P., 12ru Juse 1899. 7
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Forwarded to the Plague Commissioner direct with the request that early orders
may be passed regarding the abolition of the Hosdr and Giriyapuram road frontier
inspection stations and the cessation of precautionary measures on the Mysore

frontier.

ExcLoSURE.

Copy of letter No. 878.T., dated 14th April 1899, from the District Medical
and Sanitary Officer, Bellary, to the Collector of Bellary.

With reference to your foot-note No. 1264-P., dated 29th March 1899, T have
the henour to inform you that as plague is prevalent only in Aldr and Hospet, and the
districts adjoining Bellary are practically free from the disease, I am of opinion that
steps should be taken to reduce the establishment.

2. At present a large nuwber of inspectors are employed and the duties assigned
to them are—

(2) to constantly and systematically patrol the villages comprising their circles
once a week, and to give carliest information of any eases of plague.

(b) to scc the village headman on arrival and obtain information from him
regarding new arrivals, and to sce if they are provided with passports
and to check them ;

(¢) to keep a record of all persons suffering from continued fever for more than
twelve hours and to arrange with the village headman for the inspection
of such persons twice daily ;

(d) to immediately inform the village headman and all superior officers up to
the Collector by the quickest means of any suspicious or actual cases of
plague, to isolate the patients and the contacts and to supervise the
disinfection of the houses, &e.

The assistant inspectors have similar duties in union villages, The unions
have their own establishment and there is no necessity to retain these inspectors.

I consider that the duties of the inspectors may safely be transferred to the
revenue iuspeetors who are in close touch with the villagers. During outbreuks of
cholera and other epidemics the village officers have hitlerto rendered valuable
services when properly supervised by the revenue iuspectors and other superior
officers.

The Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars should be held responsible that their
subordiuates are doing their duty.

1f plague re-appears .after the monsoon a few temporary assistant inspectors
ghould be appointed to assist revenue nspectors.

3. Asregards the supervisors their retention is necessary, they will be required
o inspeet cach village 1n their range at least once a month,

4. As there is scarcely any plagl_xe in Mysore the observation circles and road
inspection stations on the Mysore frontier can be abolished at once.

The following road inspeetion stations also may be done away with for the
reasons noted agamst cach :—

(1) Hostr .o - .o .« Permanently, as it is only 3 miles from
Hospet.
(2) Kampli .. .. .. Asthereare Local Fund di i
) Siruguppa} | laces al Fund dispensaries at these
(4) Giriyapuram .. . .. Asf the number of passports issued are very
ew.

5 1 would recommend the rete.ntion of a ‘medical subordinate and one peon
at the other road inspection stations dispensing with the rest of the establishment.

6. T find that European and Eurasian nurses are practically useless for attending
sick in villages. I therefore recommend that trained native nurses or midwives be
employed on Rs. 10 a mouth plus Rs. 15, plague allowanee,
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7. My proposals in‘a condensed form are given below : —
(a) Abolition of—

(1) All road inspection stations on the Mysore frontier.
(2) All observation circles on the Mysore frontier.
(3) The road inspection station at Hostr permanently.
(4) The road inspection station at Giriyapuram.
(9) The road inspection stations at Siruguppa and Kampli.
(6) All plague inspectors except those on the ambulance staff.

(b) Re-employment of—
(1) A few temporary assistant plague 1nspectors after the monsoon.
(¢) Retention of —

(1) One medical subordinate and one peon for the remaining road inspection
stations.

(d) Substitution of—

(1) Trained native nurses or midwives for European and Eurasian nurses
on the ambulance staff.

———r

From the Collector of Bellary, to the Placue C aqi .
1899, Ref. on C. No. 1264 P. gue Commissioner, dated 21st April

Statement showing the monthly savings that would be effected b

in Collectar’s lottor, dated 18th April 1896, Ref. on C. No. 16s b ¢ Proposals

Abolition of tiwo road frontier inspection stations.

P:(e;;!:t Proposed
‘ scale,

. . . k8. BS,
Hospital assistants and establishment .. 164 ]

Temporary closure of siz road frontier inspecticn stations on the Mysore frontier.
Hospital assistants and establishment .. 488 | Two peons for each .o 84
Temporary closure of thirteen road frontier inspection stations on the Tungabhadra river

Hospital assistants and establishment,. 1,125 | Two peons for each . 178

or
(One hospital assistant and ono peon,—
District Medical and Sanitary Bfﬁcér’s
proposal) ., ,, os 414+4°130

® Allowances,

Temporary closure of fifteen observation circles on the Mysore frontier.
Three supervisors e .

. oo 435
Six peons .e .o .o .. 54 e
Fifteen inspectors .o .o .o 1,080
Fifteen peons .. .o .o o 135

Substitution of Recentie Inspectors for Sanitary Inspectors in the remaining observation circles,

. . 18 on Rs. 75 ) Revenue inspectors—
Thirty-four inspoctors. § 1 o = "7 (2470 9 on Re. 45 ce e .. 725
Thirty-four peons ss .o . 306 8 on » 40 ) .o o 1543

Abolition of sixteen Assistant Inspectors,

Sixteen .. . . . .o 400| RETE
Grand Total .. 6,637 ' 1,140 or 1508,
Savings .. Rs. 5,497 or 5,131,
(Signed)  E. A. ELWIN,

Ag. Colleetor,

the Plague Commissioner, Madras, '
To the gin continuation of this office Ref. on C. No. 126{-P,, dated 18th April 1899,
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From L. E. BUCKLEY, Esq., I.C.8,, Plague Commissioner, Madras, to the
Collector of Bellary, dated 24th April 1899, Ref. on C. No. 4389.

With reference to your Ref. on C. No. 1264-P., dated 18th April 1899, I note
that you consider that the road frontier inspection stations on the Mysore frontier are
practically useless, as plague exists nowhere within a radius of 100 miles. I have
the honour to enquire whether you consider that they act as any check over traffic,
that is to say, whether thev are likely to be of use if plague comes nearer, or whether
they can be easily avoided hy those who wish to do so.

—_—

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Bellary, to the Plague Commis-
sioner, Madras, dated 5th May 1899, Ref. on C. No. 1264-P.

In reply to your letter, R.C. No. 4389, dated 24th April 1899, I have tnhe
honour to inform you that of the six road frontier inspection stations on the Mysore
frontier, those at Rayadrug, Jagirakallu, and Duggavatti cannot be easily avoided by .
travellers who wish to do so and are likely to be of use if plague comes nearer us
affording protection respectively to the taluks of Rayadrug, Bellary and Harpanahalli,
while those at Hulikera near Alur, Benakanahalli near Ujjini, and Vaddinahalli being
situated in flatter and more open country do not serve as any appreciable check over
tratfic.

——m

SOUTH CANARA.

From A. F. PINUEY, Esq., Acting Collector of South Canara, to the Plague
Commissioner of Madras (through the Banitary Commissioner, Madras),
dated Mangalore, 8th April 1699, Ref. on C. No. 210-P.

In reply to your letter, Ref. on C. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, I have
the honour to state as follows.

2. No observation cireles have been organised in this district ; but there are road
frontier inspection stations on the Mysore frontier and plague camps at seaports
baving frequent direct communication with Bombay and other ports in the Bombay
Presidency.

3. First as regards the road frontier inspection stations, two of the five stations

originally sanctioned* have been already
*Vide your Proccedings, No. 692, dated 16th closed with your sanction conveyed in
November 1898, your Proceedings, No. 621, dated 4th
March 1899; and the District Medical
and Sanitary Officer and myself agree in thinking that the remaining three stations
may also be closed at once. I enclose copies of District Medieal and Sanitary Officer’s
letters Nos. 965, dated 29th March, and 1014, dated 5th April 1599, which speak for
themselves. e has just returned from an inspection of the station at Sampaje.
The present stations must be considered to huve been an absolute failure, but the
money spent will not have been wasted if we utilize the experience we have bought.
The district of Shir ~» has been free from plague since the beginning, while no
cases have occurred in nadur and Hassan for several months past, and these are the
three districts of Mysore which have commerce with our district. In other parts of
Mysore also, plague is greatly on the decline and may be expected to die out at no
distant date. In any case, we need not, it seems, apprehend much danger from the
existence of the plague in these remote parts as long as it does not attack the three
districts above mentioned which as well as Coorg now serve as a barrier between our
district and the plague-infected parts. Should occasion arise to try again the
experiment of road frontier stations, I sheuld seleet more suitable sites and ask for a
more efficient staff. I therefore request your sanction to close the existing stations
at once, and I beg the same may be communicated to me by telegram.

3
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4. As regurds the plague camps at the se : s

them just yet as plague unfortugately stillaggs:,illl ago;:ifam f)z‘trour o a::f)hshmg

Mangalore and some other ports of this district there is constal);t corzlv oen which b‘m‘}t

b‘y steamers belonging to British India Steum Navigation (om ﬂmlrlunl(elaél}on }Otd

Company and native vessels. The cost of these stations at pre;entpis y iml{ ‘l)cp 1ar

mensem. They will however be closed as usual during the rainy H(:g“{hss.t]-‘l?x?cp(t?;
)

August, and the necessity or otherwise of re- . e
depend upon the state of the Bombay Presi ;gﬂgﬁ%lt them in Scptember next will

5. When the road frontier inspection statio

- - » . . ns ar

with plague will dlmmls!n great_ly 1n this oftice, so tl'xitdloz;iltlh(;: thl)'zll Wor‘k}cox}n(’cted
of the two hunds sanctioned in G.0O., Mis. No. 434, Revenue, dgto.((i t‘g():tll:()}fl}:u?:r};

1899, simultaneously with the closure of th i i
other clerk (viz., on Rs. 30) will be necessar ot v rabions.  But the services of the

at the seaports will be working till then. y till the end of May as the plaguc camps

6. The savings which will be effected if th

Iy b 1
amount to Rs. 396 per mensem as particulul‘izedebtio(v):?_p roposals are approved, will
(1) Road frontier establishment .. e
(2) Huzur ostablishment .. - . o : s 88

(8) Police establishment on plague duty. at the.t.hree Er.outier. ;tatio;s. tllg
8,
Totsl .. 398
ExncLosurks.

From GEOXGE V. WORTHINGTON, Esq, . )
%r[ld Sanitary Officer, South Canara, toqtile 8(.),113((3'5}31" é\f(}tls’:,g Jl)nsf rict Modical
Mangalore, 29th March 1899, No. 965. uth Cauara, dated

I beg to state that I have inspeet ;
instant. 1t appears :— pected the plaguo camp at Sumpaje on the 20th

(1) since the opening of the station, 30 passports only have been jssued

(2) that passengers coming by that road, all come from or thr

Coorg they have their own plague arrang ough Coorg. In

ements and inspection station
. 3) that there are no less than four bypaths by which person i hi i
inspection and subsequent observation pass into the district ® wishing to avold

By palhs.

No. 1.—From the toll-gate of Sampaje via Nelli . .
bridge where it meets the main road at aﬁfg3tly;an11\i;3(1hf]:(l)lxgﬂllr(‘l,_eand Buntodi to Kadpal

No. 2.—From Basavadka »ia Bachig velli : :
bridge where it meets the bypath No. 1.l iguthu, ellikumbri and Buntodi to Kadpal

No. 3.— R .
mile frf)m herzrom near Kullugundi bridge »ié Chemba to main road at about quérter

No. 4.—From Mercara vié Bhagmandal and Thedikan to Peraye where it
meets the main road at about 9 miles from here.

2. Under these circumstances I should be inclined to recommend that the station
he abolished. On the other hand, if it is to be maintained and efficiently, I consider
that the following are absolutely necessary :—

(1) Repairs.—The roofs of both plague and segregation sheds have been in

many places partly destroyed by a storm some weeks back and must be repaired. One
or two doors also need repairing.

. ( 2) Articles reqmrod for use in plague apd segregation sheds as per enclosed
indent forwarded by Hospital Assistant according to my orders. It is absolutely
necessary that every article used in or for the plague shedsshall be kept quite separate
from both those of the scgregation shed and of the Hospital Assistaul’s quarters.

P B i ke ialalariaialamea R N
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Therefore, in several cases, two articles will be required where one might seem suffi-
cient. The same number of articles at least are required at the other plague camps.
The medical subordinates have been direeted to indent for such of the list as are
wanting.

3. Tt was reported to me while at Sampaje that the ¢ wild fire” sometimes
extonds to the grassy plots in which the plague and segregation sheds are situated.
Should this be the case, the grass and dricd bushes around them should be removed by
burning in the usual way.

4. The number of Police constables will have to be increased from 2 to 10—two
for the road aud two fur each path.

——

From GEORGE V. WORTIINGTOX, Esq.. 4., M.B., Acting Distriet Medical
and Sanitary Officer, South Canara, to the Collector of South Canara, dated
Mangalore, 5th April 1849, No. 1014.

Tn answer to your Reference on C. No. 910-P. of 29th March 1899, I have the
honour to state that, from information received from Ilospital Assistant K. Krishna
Blhatjee who was at Gundia for nearly two months, from the study of the figures con-
cerning the number of passports issued and recovered and from what knowledge I
possess of the character of the forest jungle, T have gathered the following facts : —

(1) At Gundia.—Bandymen are practically the only persons who receive
passports, for it is only those, foot-travellers who are in ignorance of the station that
come by the road and these are very few indeed, all others avoid it going by a path,
which starting at the bridge, quarter furlong from the station, passes along the river
gide just behind and close to the plague shed and leads to Subramania.  This path is
left for the main road again by travellers for Mangalore between 2 and 8 furlongs
beyond the station.

(2) Tt is also quite easy on account of its character to make any number of
paths through the forest.

(3) The present staff of two Police constables, one maistry, one ward cooly, one
waterman is absolutely uscless for enforcing the regulations when, as has happened on
soveral occasions, travellers arrive in pumbers, they simply have to be allowed to
pass. .

(4) The number of passports issued at Gundia up to 30th March 1899 (inclusive)
is 4,169. Iam informed that more than three-fourths of this number travel to Manga-
lore and are for the most part bandymen who are not detained and who simply receive
their passports and keep them not presenting then to any local authority whatever.
Of this number, 256 only have been recovered in Mangalore.

Two hundred were recovered from the bandymen, as they passed out of the
district again by Hospital Assistant in charge; of these 200, not one had been shown
to any local authority.

(5) No one has been detained.

At Charmadi—apparently the same conditions prevail—
(1) The character of the forest enables travellers to make any number of patia
to avoid inspection.
(2) Ten thousand one hundred and thirty-four passports were issued up to 28th

March 1899 (inclusive) mostly to travellers bound for Mangalore. Of these 134 only
have been recovered in Mangalore. : :

(3) No one has been detained.
Having studied the abovementioned facts, I have come to the following conclu~
sions i—

(1) That theso two stations and the system of passports as at present worked
are quite ineflicient.
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(2) That in their present position owing to the character of the forest, it i
quite impossible to make either station efficient whatever the number of Police vou
post there. Y

Under these circumstances, I should recommend that both be abolished ejther
immediately or at any rate at the end of this month when as I inf
the whole of the coffee will have come down and therefore most of
Taking into account the fact that the bandymen practically never show a passport
to any local authority, they may just as well be closed at once.

‘ (3) Ifarrangements become necessary for another year, I think y
of placing the stations at Beltangady, Uppinangady and Puttir a good o
reason that it will be considerably more diffieult to make paths
over cultivated and walled in fields and compounds.

(4) Personally I cannot see how in a district like this the
work, each traveller mentions the name of any place except that fo
and even if he mentions the place he gives the wron
observation be enforced under these conditions ?

(5) My report on SBampaje has already been forwarded, in which I have said
“T am inclined to recommend ”’ that the station be closed.

ormed practically

our suggestion
ne and for this
to avoid inspection

passport system can
r which he is bound
g house or street, how can

Telegram from the Collector of South Canara,
dated Mangalore, 1st May 1899,

My letter, 8th April. Request carly orders about closing frontier stations.

to the Plague Commissioner,

s

COIMBATORE.

From C. H. MOUXNS EY,' Esq., Acting Collector and District Magistrate of
Coimbatore, to the Plague Commissioner (through the Sanitary Comunis-
sioner, Madras), dated 12th April 1899, D. Dis. Ne. 283-P,

I have the honour to.reply to your letter, Reference on C. No. 3556 of the 23rd
March, in regard to the working of the road inspection stations and observation circles.
The reply from the Deputy Collector, Kollegal, reached me on the 6th instunt and,
through stress of other work, &e., I have been unable to answer beforc now.

2. 1 enclose a copy (paragraphs 1, 8 and 4) of the Deputy Collector’s letter of
the 2nd April which refer to the subject. His letter of the 23rd February 1899 is
printed in your Proceedings, No. 651—44, dated 6th March 1899, which only seems
to answer in part the reference made. I have, however, discussed the subject with
the Deputy Collector personally and can therefore report that the working of the
road inspection stations and observation circles has been generally satisfactory. Owing
to the conformity of the Kollegal taluk which has to be protected from plague in
Mysore, the road frontier stations cannot easily be avoided. Further, the cost of that
at Talavadi where a Hospital Assistant performs the work is not very great. I have
had the advantage of discussing the matter with you and we agreed thut no change
seemed advisable at present.

3. In regard to observation circles we have now four of these grouped round
Kollegal. Two of these Nos. 1 and 2 and Nos. 5 and 6 might perhaps, with advantage,
be combined and it is even doubtful if the services of 2 Supervisor are further wanted.
It must be remembered that Kollegal is the head-quarters both of a Deputy Collector,
a Tahsildar, and a Revenue Inspector; and these officers in the compuratively small
amount of country they would have to look after ought to be able efficiently to
control operations.

4. 1also enclosea copy of the Kollegal Deputy Collector’s letter of the 27th March
except paragraph 3 (which refers to scavenging cstablishment not as a plague charge).

5. In regard to the ambulance staff it is being maintained at a large cost and is
doing nothing.

the traffic ceased.

A i 5 oo i .
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ENCLOSURE.

, act from a letter from M.R.Ry. V. CHAPPAN MENON Avergal, 5.4,
Exmf)iputy Collector of Kollegal, to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 2nd
April 1899, D. Dis. No. 52-P.

In reply to your endorsement, dated 27th March 1899, on Plague Commissioner’s
letter of the 23rd item, Ref. on C. No. 3556, [ have the honour to state that a full
report on the working of the road frontier inspection stations in the Kollegal taluk
has been already furnished to you (vide my letter, dated 23rd February 1899,
printed in the Plague Commissioner’s Proceedings, No. 661—44, dated 6th March
1899), and I have nothing to add to it.

. . . . »

3. The plague supervisor and the sanitary inspectors have, on the whole, fairly
done their duties and their presence has stimulated the people to a sense of the sani-
tary requirements of their villages. The progress made n sanitation is ‘and must,
for along time, be necessarily slow. DBu. attempts are being made to induce the
villagers to take more kindly to sanitary measures.

4. 1 enclose herein a copy of the demi-official addressed by me to the late Acting
Collector Mr. Cumming on the 27th November 1898. Most of the remarks made
therein are true even at this date and the people may be relied on to a certain extent
in co-operating with us in preventing arrivals from infected tracts into their villages.
A spirit of self-reliance is being fostered in them and with plague officers possess-
ing sufficient influence the magnitude of our direct operations may be sensibly reduced.

—

Cory of a letter from M.R.Ry. V. CHAPPAN MENON Avergal, B.a:, Deputy
Colleetor of Kollegal, to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 27th March
1899, Ref. on C. No. 5 (Tour).

In reply to your endorsement, dated 25th March 1899, on Plague Commissioner’s
letter, dated 11th March 1899, Ref. on C. No. 3096, 1 ha\{e the honour to report
that, in my opinion, the following reductions may be effected in the plague establish-
ments in the Kollegal taluk.

9. Plague Supervisor and Sanitary Inspectors.—There are now one Plague Super-
visor (on Rs. 80 + 45), four Sanitary Inspectors (on Rs. 40 4- 30 each) and six
peons under them on Rs. 7 each. Two of the Sanitary Inspectors aqd two peons appear
to me to be sufficient, unless plague breaks out in the villages situated close to the
Limits of the Kollegal taluk in the near future; an.d I recommend tha.t the services
of the remaining officers and peons be dispensed with. The two Sanitary Inspec-
tors whom I propose to retain may be put in charge of the fifth and sixth circles and of
a few of the villages of the first circle which require special supervision.

. s * [ »

4. Road frontier Inspeclion Stafions.—The ins_spection stations at Sivasamudram
and Mudigundam cannot be abolished for some time to come. The cost on these
stations is comparatively small and they may be retained. The clerk attached to the
Civil Apothecary, Kollegal, is also neccssary to receive and check the numerous pags-
ports that are now received by him.

5. Ambulance Staf.—This staff has now very little work to .do. All the members
of it excepting the Hospital Assistant and the four ward coolies whose services are

" required for taking care of the valuable equipment and the plague sheds may be

dispensed with at once. If there be any need for their services in future, they may
be re-employed although there may be some difficulty in procuring them.

8. The above proposals are made on the assumption that we may not have to
actually combat the plague, but should pecessity actually arise (a fact which can be
known within the next few weeks), the matter may be reconsidered.

4
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CUDDAPAH.

Proceedings of the Plague Commissioner, No. 929, dated 11th March 1899
Reap—the following papers :—

From H. O. D. HARDING, Esq., Acting
Commissioner, Madras, dated Camp,
on €. No. 347-P.

With reference to your letter, N
bonour to report as follows.

2. You ask me to employ seven Circle Inspectors on Rs. 70 ¢
and Kadiri taluks ; and you ask me to consider what further measures are necessary

by reason of pla:gue in Kolar and also whether a frontier station may not be estub-
lished on the Hindupur road and at Birangi, Tsadum and Amadagir,

3. I have, in consequence, to-day held a meeting of the Tahsildars o
Madanapalle and Kadiri and the District Medical Officer and we have de
want one Revenue Inspector on special duty in each of the fiv
Madanapalle, Kadiri, Pulivendla and J ammalamadugu.
Revenue Inspectors are preferable to Sanitary Iuspectors.
point.

4. The (7) seven circles originally preposed for Madanapalle and Kadiri were-
designed to observe the Mysore frontier. Now we are threatened on all sides — right
round our frontier from Piléru to Badvel —since North Arcot, Anantapur and K urnool
are all sources of danger. That being so, the seven original eircles have no particular
value. If it be seriously contended that Cirele Inspectors to guard the frountier to a
depth of twenty miles all round are to be employed, I shall want some thirty men
and they at Rs. 70 a month each will cost Rs. 2,000. I have not got Rs. 2,000:
a month, and 1 presume Government is not prepared to give it. I als?) think such
expenditure is out of all proportion to any results that can be got from it. I gathered
in conversation with Mr. Hammick here last year that he was of opinion that Cirele
Inspectors were useless, and am therefore surprised at your proposal to re-entertain
them. A man with some 20 or 30 villages several miles apart can practically do
nothing worth doing in the way of searching for plague. His very presence frigﬁtens
the people and makes them conceal cases if there are any. lle has difficulty in
entering villages and gets noinformation. The whole thing both
and common sense must depend on the people themselves.
trust us, as is the case in my district, we have a better assy
tion of the first outbreaks than we should have b
meddlers who would cause trouble and learn nothi
Medical Officer and Tahsildars agree with me,
of Circle Inspectors at all. If you think this opinion wrong, I shall be glad to know
what actual use these men are found to be in other districts and whethor they bave
even kept plague out. We think then that the actual observation work ean and
must be done and done for nothing by the people themselves, but at the same time,
we think one Special Revenue Inspector, a well-known and trusted man, may well
be employed in each of the most threatened taluks as above named. His object will
be mainly to keep the people constantly on the alert, to move about among them and
familiarize them with what they should do to keep plague out, and if it comes.

Collector of Cuddapah, to the Plague
Madanapalle, 9th February 1899, Ref..

0. 264—20, dated 27th January 1899, I have the

ach in Madanapalle

f Vayalpad,
cided that we
e taluks of Vayalpad,
You agrec with me that
So I say no more on that

If we trust them and they
rance of getting informa-
y employing a lot of itinerating
thing. I therefore, and my District
object absolutely to the re-employment

All my ordinary Revenue Inspectors are now doing this, and as Irely on the people.

rather than ou Circle Imspectors to catch and report plague cases, I copsidcr one
special man per tuluk quite sufficient. I would pay him Rs. 40, his ordinary pay,
plus Bs. 15, travelling allowance in consideration of his rangoe being _lm'ger than
usual. I must still protest against Rs. 70, Rs. 75 as being far more than is necessary
or our finances can mcet. If an ordinary Revenue lnspector tours and works hard fer
Rs. 40 a month, this special Revenue Inspector can cheerfully do more touring, but
less work, for Rs. 55. It is absurd to squander our cxhausfwd ﬁmmcges on overpaying
the special men who have less work than many kinds of ordinary touring officers, such
as Revenue Inspectors, Minor irrigation overseers, District Board overseers, Salt Su.h-
Inspectors and so forth. If therefore you still think Rs, 70 or Rs. 75 should be paid,
I beg you will refer the matter to Goyernment,

on grounds of finance

No. 878 P, 1Zta June 1849. 15
5. Regarding frontier stations, I do not u_nder.stand why Tam asked to reconsider
the matter. They were abolished b.ecausa being in open country, they were found
uscless. This was clear in my previous letters. They are still useless for the same
reason. It is no use sponding Rs. 500 on sheds and Rs. 100 a month on staff for a
station at one out of a hundred ways of entering the district. Bl}'angl, T'sadum and
Amadagiir can serve no useful purpose, aud [ do not propose to revive them. Regard-
ine the Iindupir Road, I am informed by the Tahsildar that people enter 11.13 taluk
byoa dozen or more ways from Anantapur and. Fhat the tratlic on the road is small.
That is, of coursc, no argument as pligue fugitives would not be affected by that.
"The road enters the district between hills and so could be effectively guarded. Effect-
ively, that is, excepting that as soon as a statiqn is eqnstructed, people will come in
by other roads. It should be as effective as Chigalabailu, but I am told the place for
the station should be in Anantapur district, at a place k.)et\\.’eer} the hills eallqd
Guranivaripalli. My Tahsildar says thqt when you enter this distriet, thg country is
open and people eould escape and come in anywhe're.' I glo not myself think frc?utler'
stations of much value. Even at Chlgalaballu, 1t 1s said tha"ﬁ people who wish to
evade the station leave their carts half a mile on the Myso're sule., szllk through the
jungle and rcjoin the eart half a mile.ou the Madanapalle side. l\pthlng can prevent
ﬂliﬂ, so that a frontier station even in _favouruble circumstances 18 of small utility.
T am therefore not in favour of any stations at all.

6. If you will sanction the (5) five Special Revenue Inspectors, I will appoint
them at once.

7. I think also that for protecting the two Taluk hcad-quarters of Kadiri and
Vayalpad, a few salt peous may be sanctioned as at Madanapalle to assist the private
guards appointe 1 by the people. I should like therefore to have elght more peons for
that purpose—ecither salt peons or extra talayaris who might be paid from the village
service fund.

8. Then, my District Medical Officer and the Tahsildars of Kadiri, Vayalpad and
Madanapalle, all eomplain that their establlghment's cannot cope with the extra work
involved by plague correspondence. 1 th}n.k this is true, and I should like your
authority to appoint an extra clerk on Rs. 15 in each of their ofﬁces.. I do not know
what other districts are doing in this matter, but the ordinary staffs in Cuddapah are
so bad, that extra work cannot be got out of them.

9. As your policy seems to differ from that of your predecessor and as all the
questions which I thought were settled when Mr. Hammick came here have now
been revived, I have the honour to suggest that you include this district in your tours,
as you have not yet done so. I shall be here or hereabouts till the end of the mouth,
when I go to Cuddapah for 3 or 4 days and then to Pulivendla for jamabaudi.

Ref. on C. No., 1885.

The following telegram will be despatchel to the Collector of Cuddapah : —

¢« Pending orders of Government, your proposed observation scheme approved.

I sanction five Special Revenue Inspectors.  Four elerks require sanction of Board
« v . ey . y
aud Government through me with proposition statement.”

(SiemodN T . BUCKLEY,
99nd February 1899. Plague Commissioner.

From II. O. D. IARDING, Esq., Coliector of Cuwldapah, to the Plague Com-
missioner, Madras, dated T4th March 1899, Rek. on Cur. No. 275-P.

With reference to yourletter, Ref. on Cur. No. 3096, dated 11th Mareh 1899, I
have the honour to state that T have calld on the Sub-(,‘olh.u;tur and Deputy Colleetor,
Jammalamadugu, to nominate Speeal Revenue lnnjpccturs for plague work, but have
not vet received their nominations. Lx view of the hot weather and dccrez.tse of
p\ug“\w, [ think that we can well do w1thwu§ those otﬁ.cers at present. Our risk of
infection is less now than it has been any time these six months. 8o I propose that
thosc appointments be held in abeyance till found necessary, I will consider what
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# further reductions can be made. We have little going on except two ambulance
corps and one frontier station at Chigalabailu. 1 am inelined to think that the

Cuddapah ambulance corps may be disbanded at b
Government propose to retain those corps. once, but do not know how long

———

Letter—No. 929, dated 11th April 1899,

In reply to your leter, Ref. on Cur. No. 275.P.. da
on Cur. No. -P., dated 14th M. 0¢
the h.onour. to say that I am of opinion that at the le’ast the two R?;I\'r(g;ml: I?l’sgef:]z)‘r’g
mentlongd in your Ref. on C. No. 34‘7-P.. of 1898, dated 21st January 1899, should
be appointcd at once and that, considering that plague is now fally established in

the gold fields of Kolar, it i .
% ;3 ega o fr;ntier i l(()a?r 1t seems advisable that one such officer should be appointed

2. The Cuddapah ambulance corps may be disbanded

Eurasian nurses on the Madanapalle staft may be replaced b " petie two Huropean or

y natives.

116h Aprit 1899, (Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
: Plague Commissioner.
To tne Collector of Cuddapah.

Copy to Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal Department

Fron:j (Hmn?]s sll?(;nlgrAﬁI:({;\f;sG, fiq& gcting Collector of Cuddapah, to the Plague
Commssione -’P. » dated Camp, Madanapalle, 1st April 1899, Ref. on

With reference to your letter, Ref : .
12;9!), I have the }101]011r.tgyr9])0rt thz;t I {;nggf;niifﬁsh‘;b}o. 235t)6’ (1ate(1 23rd March

: . tier station i istri
no observation ecircles and have only had one e In my district,
case of plague. ’
remarks of great value.based on experience. But I Em grxftire{ c?)? t th,ereforg offer
in the views laid down in your letter under reply. J ot accord with you

{ . Wi 11 I propose to retaj i

station at Chigalabailu till all dap prop ) retain my one frontier
o : ger from the Mysore side h :

fulfils the conditions essential to g road frontier s}t,ation, e, ?ts f: i:)if(ziz' roﬂ] uvtlicta:goil:

passes through hills and the frontier inspectin fhi
such as deliberately leave their carts arll)d eva%: hicxflrlf; nw(;?li?;‘ée tahli(fg}sle?ﬁ;: rjsl;nsglle

doubt partly to the fact that pla, Dot detected a plague case—due no
A gue has never come ver r , :

i‘? t;le fact1 1that the existence of the frontier station and al}t,so f)%r Igiaf;roll(ltlcrland partlg

adanapalle town deters plague fugitives from coming that WaI;y. ﬁy z:}?ega;:ol:(:;gd

of the people made me visit il the Jortunately when *the violent opposition

open that the stations would haye be glrzfgzslzgs.snes 1n person, I found the country so

2. As regards observation circles findi

. , finding that the vo
sﬁﬁfit:ﬁzdlﬁﬁfsfs ai]fdtzhe l}llnknown Supervisors simply tgrrlilfxilfd rtrl,leenpz:)}llfl)e ci‘vrzeal::
been absolutely el €y had been working for the last six months they would have
Do royosZ?i ess, s:in((ll the one case of plague, which we did have, occurred
wo)uld ot hI;vePbeen %Z?g hi e:ri?;/te 'lgx; chances %re about 1,000 to 1, that that man

: ; any number of j i

am opposed 'entlrely to a preventive force of inspectors lgsgeitl?]r)zx‘isil;gel V'ITF}?J;. arg
y ever hope to do is to catch a case of plague

in that way—except perhays while inspeet; ever has caught a casc of plague |

dpeclmg Dear an already infected town—1 am
8 are 8o very heavy against his doiug so that
g agency 1s loney thrown away.
3. Since plague has come apparently to s
measures that were justifiable when we ho
unjustified. 'We bave a village agency in

unable to say; but I consider the od
any money tpent on such an inspectin

top for a time, the heroic and expensive
ped to crush it out at once are mow quite
every district, and so long as we have the
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confidence of the people, do not pester them with meddlesome and sometimes foolish
strangers and leave them in the belief which after all is natural to them that the local
officers will help them when disease occurs, we can reckon with perfect safety on
our villago Reddies reporting plague cases as the)_r oceur and we shall hear of a case
through that ordinary channel far sooner and with far greater certainty than we

should were an inspector circulating vaguely and frightening people into concealment.

I would propose therefore to retain my Chigalabailu statiqn till Mysore is free
of plague. I would retain the Madanapalle ambulance corps till North Arcot and
Mysore are both free of plague. I would abolish the Cuddapah ambulance corps at
once and not re-employ it unless surrounding danger makes it necessary after the hot
weather. I would employ no inspecting ageney at all. I thought at one time of
cmploying Special Revenue Inspectors in each 'ghreatened taluk, but thi.nk now that
even they will not be of use enough to earn their pay. I rely on my village officers
and people and think one inspecting man for 5, 10, 20 miles will be no extra use.
Of course should plague invade us, Sanitary Inspectors might then become necessary
for disinfecting purposes and should any village be attacked Special Revenue Inspec-
tors under a Speecial Deputy Tahsildar would, as you suggest, be the most suitable
agency for encouraging evacuation.

It is obvious that with plague as a yearly visitor or permanent disease we cannot
maintain our present enormous expenditure. Youtr proposals are practically on the
lines we have been working on in this district. As I have never done much more than
is now proposed, I cannot show great savings, but I think the ambulance corps at
Cuddapah may go. The Sub-Collector proposes to send away also the Madanapalle
ambulance eorps retaining only one spare hospital assistant for emergencies. I am
inclined to agree with him, but seeing that I have no experience of the actual work-
ing and usefulness of the corps, I hesitate to recommend its abolition while Vellore
continues to threaten us.

4. The only other expenditure of importanee that we incur is the Special Plague
officer at Madanapalle and an Lxtra Medical officer at Cuddapah. I think that both
these officers may be dispensed with and that we can manage with the district staff
till we arc really attacked.

5. T think the Special Medical officer who examines persons alighting at
Rajampet is also hardly necessary any longer.

6. To sum up, I would dispense with—

(1) the Cuddapah ambulance corps ;

(2) the Special Plague officer and his clerk

(3) the Special Medical officer ;

(4) the Iospital Assistant at Rajampet ; and

(6) 1 would not employ the five Special Revenue Inspectors which you

sanctioned in your telegram, dated 22nd February 1899.

The monthly savings involved in these proposals amount to Rs. 1,425. My expericuce
of plague has fortunately been very negative, but the impression left on me is that
we have made a great mistuke in many of our attempted preventive measures and
that it will be far wiser in future to rescrve our resources to fight the disease when
1t breaks out.

GANJAM.

From II. D. TAYLOR, Esq, L.CS., Acting Collector of Ganjim, to the
Plague Commissioner, Madras, dated Chatrapur, 27th March 1899, Dis,

No. 611-Eng.
With reference to your R.C. Xo. 355!‘9, dated 23rd instant, I have the honour to
state that there are no road inspection stations and observation cireles in this district,
2. The_scheme of observation for Calcutta sanctioned in G.0., No. 899, dated
12th December 1898, was ordered to be held in abevance until considered necessary,

Q
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GODAVARI.

From V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Géddvari, to the Pl . .
dated Cocanada, érd A’pril 1899, D. Dis. No. ’10%9-101012‘%119 Commissioner,

In reply to your Ref. on C. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, I 1
) No. . 1 g ave th
to state thap ne1t}1er r.oad. frgntler mspection stations nor obser;rati;nviirc(l)olioﬁzsg
been est.abhshed }n.thls district up to date. T have therefore no modiﬁcutinons to
suggest In the existing system of defence of the frontier.

KISTNA.

From R. MORRIS, Esq., Collector of Kistna, to th o i
dated 31d April 1898, Dis. No, 266.p, 7 e Plagao Commissioner,

In reply to your reference of the 23rd March 1899 on C. No. 8556. T
; : . - 0. have the
honour to state that we have no road inspection stations and that I : R
of their working. at I have no experience

—

KURNOOL.
Proceedings of the Plague Commissioner, No. 898, dated 1st April 1899.
Read the following :—

From MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Esq., Collector of Kurnool, to t
Commissioner, dated Camp, Dho,ne’ 924th March 18 99, Nof) M’.—?I‘ 01}:1('3. Plague

Adverting to your letter, No. 3096, dated 11th March 1899, I have the honour
to state that plague having very greatly decreased in this district, I think it
desirable that the special establishments should be considerably reduécd and the
expenditure in connection with plague operations proportionately curtailed.

2. I have already informed you by wire that Mr. Gahan’s services are not at all
necessary from the 1st proximo. The elerk on Rs. 20 and the two peons on Rs. 7
each allowed to Mr. Gahan should also be dispensed with from the date with cffect
from which the abolition of his office is sanctioned.

3: I consider 1t quite unnecessary that the (?bse}'vation circles on the borders of
the Nizam’s territory should continue to be maintained. The infected districts of
Hyderabad are far remote from the limit of this district and the arrivals from the
former are very few or none. The circle inspectors and supervisors on the frontier
have been perambulating their charges for the last one year but they have not so far
detected even a single case of fever imported from the Iyderabad territory, and I
consider that no useful purpose will be secured by the continued employmcnt,of the
observation staff there. 1 thercfore suggest the abolition of scven circles now exist-
ing on the Nizam’s frontier and the formation of three new circles in continuation of
the existing ones on the eastern and southern sides of the Pattikonda taluk so as to
ensure systematic observation within a radius of twenty miles from Peravali and
other four infected villages of that taluk. The total number of observation circles
will then be reduced from 14 to 10 (all in the Pattikonda taluk) resulting in a
corresponding decrease in the number of eircle inspectors.  The work of these inspee-
tors will be supervised by two officors— Messrs. Auderson and Johnston—and the
services of supervisors Messrs. Berlie and Hare may be very couveniently dispensed
with.

4. Concerning the six road inspection stations, I think that they need not bo
closed. Sheds have been erccted at a very heavy cost at cach of the stations, and the

hospital assistants, &e., now employed at the inspection stations may be retained for

sometime.
5. Reduction in the establishment shall also be effected by me at an carly date.
Nandval will be done away with, his duties

The special pusspnrt-issuing officer at . :
place peuding the transfer of the work

being cutrusted to the eivil apothecary at the
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to the stationmaster as enjoined in G.0., Mis. No. 1188 P., dated 27th September
1898. The number of nurses will be reduced to one, she being employed at the
Dhoue railway inspection station. The two nurses now serving on the ambulance
staff will be replaced by two midwives on Rs. 25 each. Some of the menial servants
will also be dispensed with.

Letter—No. 898, dated 1st April 1899.

In reply to your letter, dated 24th March 1899, No. M.—Tour, I have the
honour to say that I approve of your proposals in paragraph &, and to ask under
whose orders the supervisors will work when Mr. Gahan goes.

2. A general reference will shortly be made to Government on the questions of
policy raised in paragraphs 3 and 4.
(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Plague Commissioner.
To the Collector of Kurnool.
Copy to the Secretary to Goverament, Local and Municipal Department.

Proceedings of the Plague Commissioner, No. 979, dated 13th April 1899.

Read the following : —

From MUITAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Esq., Collector of Kurnool, to the Plague
Commissioner, dated 6th April 1899, R.C. No. 670-P.

Adverting to your letter, No. 89S, dated [1st April 1899, I have the honour to
state that the two supervisors will now work under the orders of the Distriet Medical

and Sanitary Officer.

— —

Proceedings—No. 979, dated 15th April 1899.
Recorded.
(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Plague Commissioner.

TFrom MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Isq., Collector of Kurnool, to the Plague
Commissioner, dated 6th April 1899, Dis. No. 415-D.

Adverting to your letter No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, I have the honour
to invite your attention to my letter No. M.-Tour of the 24th ultimo, in which I have
after full consideration made proposals for the reduction of the existing establishment.
The maintenance of ten observation cireles in the Pattikonda taluk, the employment
of a similar number of sanitary inspectors and two supervisors who will work under
the orders of the Distriet Medical and Sanitary Officer and the continuance of the six
inspection stations on the Iyderabad frontier will, in my opinion, quite meet all
requirements. The suggestion that a special officer well acquainted with the people
may be appointed to each Kevenue Inspector’s range and that the work of this special
stalf may be supervised by a special Tahsildar or Deputy Tahsildar scems to be a
good one, but this course is not, I assure you, necessary for this district at present,
Should unfortunately there be a recrudescence of the disease here or in an adjoining
district or province after the setting in of South-west monsoon, special measures and

the suggestion referred to above may then be considered.

From MUITAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Fsq,, Collector of Kurnool, to the Plague
Comigissioner, dated Sth April 1399, Dis. No. 422-P.
Agrstracr.—Stating that his detailed proposals for the reorganization of plague establish-
ments in the Kurnool distriet have been already submitted and that they may be referred to the
Sanitary Commissionor for remarks.
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MALABAR.

From J. H. GWYNNE, Esq., Deputy Collector of Wynaad, to the Collector of
Malabar, dated Manantoddy, 16th April 1899, A.

With reference to your endorsement, dated 27th ultimo, Ref. on C. No. 406, on
copy of the Plague Commissioner’s letter of the 23rd idem requesting me to re[’)ort
whether I believe that many persons have succeeded in'evading the frontier inspection
stations established here, and, if so, what remedy I would suggest, I have the honour
to submit that, so far as my knowledge or information goes, there has becn no syste-
matic evasion of the plague restrictions along our threatened frontier, This I must
attribute more to natural causes. We have happily a belt of thick forest cxtending
all along the Wynaad frontier, where it marches with the Provinces of Mysore and
Coorg, and this fringe of forest has the notoriety of being infested with various
deseriptions of wild animals. The possibility of people from the infected parts of the
Mysore Province, bent on evading our frontier inspection posts, finding their way into
this taluk through this tract of forest, is therefore almost nel. All the known routes
from Mysore are now carefully watched. Cases of evasion have, I may say, been
very rare. Of course one must be prepared to hear that a solitary case of cvasion

does occur onee in a way when a foolhardy man makes u his mind
dangers that threaten him in the forest, d P mind fo brave the

2. Although the country along the Mysore border is flat and
of this impenetrable forest has the effect of directing the traffic gelfgz?l,yﬂ'li gorfigféz
exthgr towards Manantoddy i@ Bavali, or Sultan’s Battery vid Mathanga, whero
efficient establishments are maintained to watch the ingress of people and art)icles of
merchandise coming from Mysore,

3. I .am of opinion that the present system of check is all that can be desired and
I have no suggestions to offer for its improvement.

4. If the discase continues to abate in Mysore, we might soon be able to make a

reduction in the number of peons maintained at cach of the posts i '
hospital assistant at Chedleth, P and dispense with a

No. D. 323-P1.

True copy forwarded to the Plague Commissioner, with reference to hi
N ’ y tter
Ref. on C. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, through the Sanitary Comncl)issilsnz‘;.tm,

2. The posts which T have established along the Wynaad frontier were sclected
after personal inspection and local inquiry. These posts have the effect of tying up
the arteries of communication. As long ‘as the officers there do thoeir duty, there

caunot be any frequent entries into Wynaad from Mysore at other points along the
frontier.

TELLICHERRY, Signed G. W. DANCE
21st April 1899. (Signed) C'olzector.

THE NILGIRIS.

From C. J. WEIR, Esq., I.C.8., Collector of the Nilgiris, to the Plaguc Com-
missioner, Madras (through the Sunitary Commissioner for Madras), dated
12th April 1899, R. Dis. No. 53.

Tn reply to your letter, Ref. C. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, T have thos
honour to enclosc a tabular statement which shows the working of the three road
plague inspection camps in this district.  No case of plague has been detected at any
of the camps, nor has there been any case among those detained or ghose to whom
passports were given. The natural conelusion from the facts above stated is that the
district would have escaped plague without these inspection stations, and it may be
eaid at once that the results have not justified the cost as events have turned out.
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2. Had, however, plague spread westward from Mysore City, which was quite
likely, our inspection camps would no doubt have been useful, as there is stiil plague
in Mysore City, though it has decreased lately in a marked degree, I think it would
not be safe for the present to abolish these inspection camps. As you are aware one
camp, viz., that at Kakavohalla, is likely to be closed temporarily on account of its
malarious situation, but in its place it is proposed to open at least three smaller
inspection stations, if suitable and effective situations for these can be obtained. I
may say that great difficulty is being experienced in this matter.

3. The inspection stations in this district ave situated at Kalhatti, Gddaldr and
Kakanhalla, and of all these places it may be said that the nature of the country forces
the traffic to converge on these stations. This is true of cart traffic for all three stations
and it is frue to a certain extent of passanger traffic for Kakanhalla and Guadaldr.
The sites for these inspection camps were chosen after long and anxious deliberation
and in eonsultation with planters who know the country thoroughly, and I am
convinced that for protection against plague in Mysore no better sites can be selected.

(2]

4. Referring to paragraph 3 of your letter, I beg to state that no observation
circles ever were ercated in this district, and I would invite your attention to my
predecessor’s (Mr. Butterworth’s) letter to the Plague Commissioner, Ref. on Cur.
No. 6563, dated 5th October 1898 (printed in the Proceedings of the Plague Commis-
sioner, No. 707, dated 22nd November 1398) on this subjeet. With a large population
of Lluropean planters, vitally interested in keeping out the plague, we can no doubt
dispense with inspeetors and supervisors, and I do not think they will ever be needed
here.  If, however, there is a recrudescence of plague in Mysore after the monsoon
sots 11, and when the coolies return from Mysore to the Wynaad, I intend to propose
an increase of the medical subordinates in the Nilgiri-Wynaad and to distribute these
men throughout the taluk with disinfectants, so that they may be able to tuke
immediate steps to stamp out the disease if it appears among the coolies on the coffee
estates.  The planters in the Wynaad will, T have no doubt, be able to secure evacua-
tion among their coolies, and the Deputy Tahsildar will be able to deal with the
remainder of the inhabitants who are few in namber.

5. 1 think some reduction may be made in the establishment at the Kakanhalla
camp, but the saving would be small, aud I do not see any other source of saving
possible 1f the three camps are maintained, as 1 consider they should be.  In conelu-
sion, 1 would point out that it is specially important to keep plague out of this district
which is a sanitarium for a large purt of India and that all possible precautions with
that object should be taken.

—_—

SALEM.

From R. B. CLEGG, Esq., I.C.S.. Acting Collector and District Magistrate,
Salemn, to the Plague Commissioner, Madras (through the Sanitary Commis-
sioner for Madras), dated 20th April 1899, No. 794-Plague.

With reference to your Proecedings, No. 3556, of the 23rd March 1899, T have
the honour to forward copies of my Sub-Collector’s and Special Plague officer’s reports
on this subject.

2. T agree with Coptain Firench that our road frontier stations have not been
a failure.  Although Hosir town was in constant communication with Bangalore and
but 25 miles distant, yet it was the lust town to become infected and then not from
the Mysore Province.

Zuzuvada, the frontier station on this road, was by far the best.

Lvasions are casy and common and the stations are not of much use to prevent

“intercourse between neighbouring frontier villages.

Strangers from a distance leaving an infected locality, as for instance Bangalore
City, with thegir houschold goods and people actually siriken with plague must,
however, nccessarily pass along the roads. Such people are caught by our frontier
stations and their goods disinfected.  Another point in favour of these stations is that
their very existence deters people from travelling into and from an infeeted arca.

O
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I would maintain the frontier stations on the main roads

Bangalore and the distriets of Mysore bordering Hosir be o, hefore in cuso

come again infeeted.
i With regard to clt_)smg temporarily the frontier stations from Ga
I’xaggaxrl‘ur, I would wait a little whfle longer until Anekal and ITosko
free. Then they may be temporarily abolished. Kagganur I will, however, abolish
at once, as very few passports are 1ssued there, and the hospital assistant in charge
has resigned. The guards can be utilized elsewhere or sent back to ordinary duty. ’
The ghit stations should remain for the present.

8. Ido not approve of leaving entirely the guarding of the fronti illag
munsifs of frontier villages. Except on the mai% rouds%hey lnz;l(l):;tlli‘trilityfl(‘l”l“?i?g
advantage w1thout- extra remuneration as certain of them have already been utilized.
We must rely chiefly on the good sense of tho people themselves o koep out and
isolate strangers from infected localitics coming by by-paths and tracks éwmss the
frontier. 1 believe that after past experiences the people will be gl] the more carcful
to keep out strangers and we shall have eyen 8reater assistance than hithcrto.

4. As regards observation cireles and groups, I do not think we can increase the

size of the circles or diminish their number with salety. When plague actually
< n [ t

et t ith ) _ _
L)i;e(}i}ef:).ou 1t has been found absolutely necessary to form smaller circles (preventive

stanti:[al(ll;. think, however, we can reduce the cogt of this establishment very sub-
At present the temporary circle sanitary ing ector ge
ances. One of the best men in thisg distrié‘g7 18 w?hen atg ht:me a sub-registrar’s elerk
on Rs. 15; others are watch-makers, book-sellers, copyists, union clerkqim(tn mll'nble
to get Government appointments attracted by a magnificient salary Most of thom‘ are
consequently very unsatisfactory scrvants. I think land revoxiue olérks r /othor
Government or Loegﬂ'Fur}d subordinates might be found and trained/ locz;ll(2 at half
the cost, and my opinion is that they would be more under control and we gh}ould ¢
better work from them. The present class of supervisors has worked excollontly agnd
I cannot suggest an improvement especially when Plague actually breaks out )Mcn

of the Deputy Tahsildar’s grade would do” wel] enougl
would be satisfactory during a serious ebidemis, ugh, but I doubt whether they

The present staff should not be reduced at present, though later the preventive

circle inspectors may be dispensed with and perhaps the n - .
umber of s ;
be reduced. upervisors may

5. Captain Ffrench, Special Plague officor and the addit; ) ‘
have worked very hard, though the lat?er are ver’y much haudiclat;;gf(‘il bmelil()lt?all( ofﬁc.ox?
the language or the people they have to deal with. Y nowling

mmalapuram to
te taluks become

Rs. 40 plus Rs. 80 allow-

ENcLosUREs.

From Capain T. FFRENCH, Special Plagne Officer, to )
Hostir, 15th April 1899,

In reply to your endorsement on Plague Commissioner’s No. 3556, dated 23rq
March, regarding working of frontier stations and suggesting the withdrawg] of the
line of defence to the ghits, I have the honour to report as follows,

The attached statement will show you clearly the number of passports issued at
different stations since the beginning of plague operations to the Ist April this year
From records in my office I find that the following evasions have taken place :—

(i) Between Gummalapuram and Kottagondapalli on cither side of Kummarava.
palli, a distance of about 14 miles, 134 people have evaded.
(i1) Between Kottagondapaili and Zuzuvada, 2 nnles, 6 peopley
(i1i) Between Zuzuvada and Kagganur, 6 miles, 62 peoplo.
(iv) Between Kagganur and Bagalur, 4 miles, 2 people,
(v) From thence castward to Berikai, 7 wiles, 1 people.

1e Collector of Salem, dated
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These numbers include people who have been issued passes by village munsifs
along the frontier, those who have been found at various shandies without passes, and

individuals here and there who have been caught in the eve of evadiug frontier
stations while close to them and who have been prosccuted.

2. I think you will sec from this that, on the whole, considering the number of
passports that have been issued within the last seven months at different stations and
the numbher of people who have got through between those stations—although perhaps
it has not been an effective means of stopping the disease getting into this district, it
has at least kept a large percentage of people observed as they crossed our frontier,
the inthnation of whose advent has been sent to their destinations previous to their
arrival to cnable their being further observed there. When you look at the total
number of imported cases from Mysore, viz., 33 up to Ist April, and note that thir-
teen of these were actually stopped at frontier stations and villages as follows—
Zuznvada 7, Gumalapuram 1, Bagalur village 1, Kumarampalli 2, Kottakondapalli 2,
and that the remaining 20 developed plague after they crossed the frontier and either
died or recovered—it shows that the frontier system of defence has worked well on the
wlhole, but in order to attain these results, it has cost a lot of money.

I have no doubt that a great many more cases that we have known nothing of
have occurred besides and huve becn kept dark by village munsifs and not reported
to circle nspectors.  So all the time, labour and paper spent in sending intimations
of arrivals by form C has been wasted. It would have been much better therefore if
these intimations had been sent to cirele inspectors instead of to village munsifs.

3. I certainly do not think that now plague has practically died out in Bangalore
and on the north and north-west froutier, there is any further necessity of keeping
up the fronficr stations from Gummalapuram to Kagganur, both inclusive, but I think
that Bagalur and Derikai stations should still be retained and the latter be brought
closer into the village so as to wateh the road to Shulagiri.

By abolition of the above stations, T mean withdrawal of the guards and estab-
lishment.  The sheds might still be retained and be looked after by paid watchmen
engaged by village munsifs till they are wanted again.

4. If plaguc breaks out again in Bangalore I would suggest that the frontier
defence be again established by making the village munsifs of all the villages
along the fronticr from Thalli on the west to Bugz}lur on the north-ecast passport-
issaing officers and paying them a small remuneration of say Rs. § a month cach,
which I am sure they would willingly do the work for and two toties at Re, 2 a
mouth each to watch the approaches. There are 26 of these villages, the names cf
which I can give you at any time if desired.

If the village munsifs at any time detected any cases of plague, they could send
them to the nearest frentier station sheds and intimate the same to the medical officor
here,

5. At present the above frontier establishments and guards excluding Bagulur
aund Berikal cost Bs. 455 a month ; but by the system I propose it would ecost about
half this sum.  So it may be worth considering. 1 do not think it is advisable to do
without some line of defence at the frontier when there is plague on the other side.
That is the reason why I propose for the present kecping on Bagalur and Berikai
stations on aecount of Kolar beng infcct_ed and p(:’Oph? arriving by train therefrom
vié Malur and on account of Masti opposite Berikai being infected.

-

From C. G. SPENCER, Ezq., Acting Sub-Collector of Salem, to the Collector of
Salem, dated 17th April 1899.

With referenee to your endorsement Ref. No. 781-P.C., dated 27th March 1899,
on Plague Commissioner’s Ref. on C. No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, I have
the honeur to submit, herewith, a report from the Special Plague officer in plague
divisional charge upon the more ccquomical working of plague preventive measures,
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2. I support his proposals to abolish for the present all the frontier road-inspec-
tion stations, except Bagalur and Berikai, and to retain the ghdt inspection-stations
at Royakotta and Kurubarapalli. I consider a sufficiently strong case has not been
made out for undergoing the expense and trouble of shifting the Berikai frontier
station at this stage to another spot nearer to the Shulagiri road. The station is now
on the direct Masti road close to the very frontier. If withdrawn into the interior,
the outlying villages will be left unprotected besides two by-paths. It is true there
are other foot-paths by which passengers may enter Berikai or join the Shulagiri

road, but these may be guarded by systematic patrolling now that the strength of the
establishment at this station has been raised to seven.

3. As regards the suggestion to make village munsifs passport-issuing officers
for the whole frontier in the event of a recrudescence of the plague in Bangalore, I
have to observe that very many of the munsifs of Hosur taluk are illiterate. We
should have to compel those munsifs of fronticr villages who were ignorant to resign
or to take leave. ~Yor an extra remuneration of Rs. 5 they would certainly arrange
to get the work done somehow by employing literate gumastahs.  On the main lines
of communication, however, I think it would be necessary to have nglish-knowing
persons and thus for the Mattigiri-Bangalore, Hosur-Bangalore and Malur-Hosutl"
roads it would be necessary to sanction a pay of Rs. 15 each.

4. The ghat-ln)speqtlon stations must, I consider, be maintained so long as Iosur
taluk and Mysorc Province are declared infected.

5. The Special Plague officer’s letter eontains no recommendations regarding the
observation staff. .

The cirele inspectors are so to speak the nerves of the system. Their chicf use
is, T conceive, to be the means of conveying to the centre of the system the first warn-
ing as to the existence of plague. The question is how far they have fulfilled this objeet
and thus justified the heavy expenditure incurred by the maintenance of so laree an
establishment. At first when plague was at a respectable distance and only a fow
imported cases were coming over our borders, they caused more alarm AMONg the people
than they did good, and I have no hesitation in affirming that we could have got the
work of tracing fresh arrivals and keeping fever registers, which is the main object of
the existence of these officials, performed far more cheaply and quietly by local men.
At the beginning it was noticcable that the first intelligence of the occurrence of a
case of plague among the villages of their circles did not always reach us through the
circle inspeetors.  Now they have become familiar with the villages of their circles
and the people have grown accustomed to them, the services of the best of these men
are decidedly valuable and I would deprecate any idea of disbanding them until twenty
or thirty days have clapsed from the last indigenouns plague case in the division.  For
the less immediate future, the value of these men depends on the question how long it
is possible for an outbreak of plague to spread in a village unbeknown to the
authorities if the observation staff did not exist.  In the larger villages 1 do not
think it would be possible for the authoritics to remain long in the dark as to the
existence of indigenous plague.  In the smaller vi}lagcs it would not signify much,
secing that the agricultural population have by this time learnt so well the lesson of
evacwition and that our main object is to prevent the infection being conveyed to
uninfected regions.  From the very beginning, the people have made most strenuous
efforts to keep out strangers from Mysore from cntering their villages, fencing their
villages round with thorns and employing private sentinels for the purpose. It is
only in cases where their own kinsmen 1-5».%1(]111;_; i adjoining villages of British
territory have been attacked that their caution has been to some extent relaxed. In
future years 1 think we may rely more than ever on their inereasing sense of the
importance of these preventive measures. When l}:m,guloro next licomn'cs ' b:L(“’y
infected with plague, I should like to see a trial lln;ulc of tlm'l‘lague Commigsioner’s
schome, mentioned in paragraph 3 of his letter for a deputation on plaguc duty of a
section of the Land Revenue establishment,

6. The salary of the special medical officers imported from England constitutes
a very considerable item in the total cost of the present plague P"“"‘{““Y‘"_ “w(tti:l”[("&-
The value of the superior medical training of these oflicers i greatly discounted for
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gome time at least by their inexperience of the country and of official methods of
business and by their ignorance of the vernaculars. In t}leir plaeg, .I advocate draw-
ing more largely from the better class of civil apothecaries and civil surgeons so far
as such men are available. Their places in rural hospi.tals might be !;er.nporamly filled
by hospital assistants, if at least the military author}ties are unwilling to lend us
supernumerary medical men of the same class and attainments.

VIZAGAPATAM.

From W. O. HORNE, Esq., Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Plague Com-
missioner, Madras, dated 29th March 1899, Dis. No. 138 P.

In reply to your letter Ref. on C. No. 3556, dated 23rd instant, T have the
honour to report that, as there are no road-inspection stations and observation circles
in the district such as those referred to in the letter under reply, I have gained no
experience and am not in a position to express an opinion of any value.

From Lieutenant-Colonel W. G, KING, M.B., €.M., D.P.H., Sanitary Commissioner
for Madras, to the Plague Commissioner, dated 4th May 1399, No. 1401-8.

With reference to your letter No. 8556, dated 23rd March 1899, I have the
honour to reply as follows.

Frontier Road Slations.—The necessity for these depends upon the proximity
of the infected area to be guarded agatust. I consider that all main roads used ordi-
narily for cart traffic between a healthy and an infected area distant ten days average
stages (150 miles) from the former, should be guarded. All minor roads immediately
serving an infected area within two days’ march (40 miles) should be similarly
guarded. It is hopeless to make these stations imitate the funections of a cordon :
hence, this ruling takes into account the imminence of the danger. When an infected
area is supplied with “preventive cireles,” frontier road stations should be abolished
within their limits, provided any modification of additional Regulation No. 34 be
in foree.

2. I agree with you in thinking the configuration of a country modifies the
utility of a frontier road station. Where, under the above rules, the nature of the
country facilitates the evasion of a frontier station, I advise the sheds be withdrawn
five miles from the frontier to any convenient central spot. This should form the
head-quarters of a Circle Sanitary Inspector. Instead of an area of ten by ten miles,
his charge should have a front towards the infected area of six miles and a depth of
ten miles, or such other modification of area and size as would secure the close exami-
pation and the regular patrol of the road, and supervision of villages on each side of it.
Where the country is such that tratfic converges towards it, the present methods of
inspection should be retained.

3. No frontier road station should exist without, ¢ observation circles” at its
back, of the ordinary type, to ensure that the passport system is worked (see the
result of the opposite system in South Canara) with the possible exception of the
Nilgiris, where there are special peculiarities to be dealt w1t'h.

4. In no case should a frontier road inspection st'atxon, by its _St_rietness of
working, be made to approach the character of a « detention camp.” Dlsmfecti'op of
the ﬁltﬁy should be 1’(%(1uirqd, detention of those actually sufferlng. from suspleious
symptmﬁs, and, with discretion, of those who cannot be trusted to give a satisfactory
avcount of their intended movements. It is only when, with mlstal,cen zeal, the local
authoritics attempt to convert such places into ‘ detention camps” that any serious
attempts at evasion are likely to oecur. . .

. Obscrvation Cireles—All the Collectors qonsulted agree in r_egardmg « obsery-
ation circles” as necessary, with the exception of Mr. Harding of Cuddapah.
That officer’s ideas of economy are so pronounced that by convineing bimself that he
can do without this and without that part of establishments universally recognized as
necessary in plague measures, he has brought his arguments to the reductio ad
absurdum scale of depending upon his “village officers and people.” I have no
hesitation in saying that to depend upon village officers to report cases, unless kept
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up to the mark by a special inspection orgnnization, is agaj : ; ;
. . LOR 0 s inst practical experience, not
only during the present epidemic of plague but iubconnc{')tiou with gll e)idLmic
diseases. I
: @.qusults i?l‘zcmal practice have shown that selection of an area of ten miles
W;S judicious. T ;alre are, however, loss thickly inhabited parts of the country
z‘t’] erCe ??ontomy might be secured by a somewhat larger area being given, provided
t }(i b_g (;ec 01‘t GOfncgrned satlsfy }.umself that the circle inspector can r,each cach
:;)p?ieldeinl;ir ]e(;.sthls Chda:r%e' vglthiln each five days. This ruling was not correctly
one district, where the large villages onl > visited, and, i
consequence, attacks were not recognized in tim% in thebsm:l)lnlei vere visited, and, in

7. “Preventive circles” of five mil i
: circles es diameter should invarj
g%uzgle:;n aI]’Be: gndxgl}eh Indigenous plague exhibits itsclf for a radius of at lcast
. yond this, again, should be two « observation circles” if not already

made. Under existing rules, it seems lj
‘ : , ms likely to be forgott i > '
circles are taken in the rear, a change of organization gis ncexze:s};tydxreotly the frontier

84 sﬁ;uﬁggggfﬁd,ﬁmﬁeﬁ n }i”'gamzaiwn.——It is essential that additional Regulation
town. Not until fai le dt.at the passport system shall commence at the infected
villaées attacked Shll'u%’d n;'.en to this course, on account of the number of the
absence of surveil’lancz T? 2vgo area be declared infeeted, and thus bring about
I think that except ir; o llel al'gllllment agalnst this is where no cordon is u:od (and
should not be emol ed) that tho o oo o first appearance of indigenous plague, it
be any more uselgssym. b att ¢ system must be useless. I do not see that it would
asa whole. Tt & al’wa sei? ended with any more difficulty thun the passport system
villages should be all y"d Scems to me, most undesirable that persons from infected

owed to wander to healthy villages without any safeguard

merely on the ground that both are ; i ici i
It has been the blot of the ]a(t)e nge‘ialtrilsi‘;fied o eren offiially judged “us fufected

9. Far more defini i
. ite rulings as to i ¢ :
officers than at present existg o the relation of “ plague officers ” to medical
are, 1 my opinion, necessary.  Confusion of their

functions seems to me to exi
st. Tor e i 1stri
corps officers were appointed who Werexgil:gc}fl’ Mot Arcot autrich ﬁ?mﬁ

ably be opened

town) it was referred by the Plague Commissioner to the Collect

i ini s or, without cxpres-
sion of opinion or orders; it was then transferred by the Collect,or tomth(, (i’lgguo

g;ﬁ;? ;‘I: d:’;?:ﬂgf Vzuotl‘e t}?W‘lcl for ljepo.rt. as to the necessity  and practicabikity
officers %vg;th whom :eso t (’{b.lpmctlcablhty ” of anything I suggost it is for local
I make’suggestions of a‘s-pm'lzf81 Hity Tosts, to dec".le whoever they be; but, when
special duty in reference ;zgz i (]zry nature, { think their being referred by an officer on
responsible officer of the dP atlg_ue (the Plague Commissioner) without orders to the
corps offcer. Tenresents 1strict, and thence for the opinion of the retired staff
disposing of adf')ice oif‘er:d ‘:’(? S(;(i)v(;fm'::gﬁyqu? cnergy,  If ‘this ’is the method of
Buggestions made by District Sanitary officers lsiasféuttl?;ys:?n‘ssfi?e s presumed that

10. In lieu of the present want of system, Seni i i
_ \ , tor Medical officers of the Indiau
%ﬂetqlcal Sfeng_lce should be selected for charge of sanitary and medical plague z(:dlmi nis-
Sra lon of districts subject to the Collector. These wauld be known as District
enior Medical officers. ~ If the permanent [)istrjot Medical and Sunitary officer wero

B junior, he should be placed on plague duty in his own district, and either b
continuing the same pay, or by speeial allowance, should suffer no monetar 10esy
}';[‘}11:; ctl,]arge 'oz.hea(kqu.aztcrts Sand routine district medical administration sho);ld be

e y existin ssistant Surgeons, subijcct ini ive

Do Dy exish ]&%edical N geons, ] to the administrative control of the

11. The staff of ¢ observation® and its organization would therefore be as at
present, but, on plagne appearing, Medical officers of the Indian Medical Service
would be posted to charge of areas usually not exceeding 800 squarce miles, under the
direct order of the District Semior Medical officer, as “Plague Officers, » On the
appointment of a Plagne officer, the supervisors within the 800 miles arca would be
dispensed with, and, in lien, a special Tabsildar would be attached to the Plague
officer. If the areas affceted become more numerous than the Commissioned Medica}
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Service members could cope with, Assistant Surgeons of the Military class should
be posted to every second area, subordinate to the nearest Commissioned Medical

officer.

- 12. European Medical officers imported under convenant with the Seeretary of
State should be posted wunder (he direct orders of the District Senior Medical Officer
as Assistant Plague cfficers and should be placed in charge of village disinfection
work, plague hospitals, health camps and railway inspoction stations, with civil
apothecaries or senior hospital assistants as their immediate assistants.

13. Certificated (not temporary) Sanitary Inspectors should be in charge of dis-
infection gangs, subject to the medical officer on the spot.

14. So long as sufficient medical officers are available, eivil officers should not
be detailed for special plague duty, but would be responsible for aiding, by all means
in their power, within the arcas under their charge, sanctioned methods of plague

administration.

15. Staft Corps officers should not be employed as Plague officers for administra-
tive work, until the supply of both civil and medical officers is exhausted : but they
would be useful in charge of conservancy staffs, passport offices, special police duty,
erecting camps, and collecting materials, and as pay and store officers in large towns.
When the supply of medical officers fuils, the work of disinfection of villages would

fall to Staff Corps officers.

16. To cnable the above suggestion to be put in force, the Military Department
should be required to make arrangements more economical of medical officers than at
present. To mercly ask the Military De.purtment to sparc men would be to receive
the stereotyped reply of mom possumus ; it can make better arrangements, if it chose
to share the inconvenience now pressing upon the ecivil authorities. For example,
the Medical officer, Pailavaram, eould easily take charge of the regiment at the Mount ;
the Fort Medical Officer, or the District Surgeon concerned, could easily take charge
of the native regiment in Madras. Mun'dulay, Rangoon, Secunderabad, Belgaum,
Bangalore, Bellary, Barrackpore, 'Kamptl, ' and Berhampore could all contribute
medical officers of the Indian Medical Service, by re-arranging the medical charges,
either by handing work to civil medical Ofﬁeer', of stations, or by giving more than
ono charge to each medical officer, or by handing native troops to the Royal Army
Medical Corps: or, the Royal Army Medical Corps could release officers for charge
of native troops, by placing Buropean coveuanted plague miedical officers under the
orders of the seuior officer of the Royal Army Medical Corps for charge of Luropean
troops—a system that would imitate the present mode in England of dealing with
detachments by private practitioners. A few Assistant Surgeons of the military class
ought also to be available from the Military Department, by supplying civil apothecaries
in their places.

17. Where plague disinfection operations are ‘pursued, apd sepoys are employed
for disinfection, they should be 'comman«led by their own _Nutlve or European ofﬁcgrs
aceording to their strength.  These operations should be iulﬁlled.ln aceordance with
the instructions of the medical officers of not less ra‘nk than Assistant Surgeon, the
function of the Commanding officer being solely confined to discipline of the men.

18. In their relation to civil autho‘rities of t_he medical ofﬁce_rs ‘under these
arrangewents, I foresce no diffiealty.  The regulatious have but a limited scope of
action, and this is correctly defined. I believe the organization suggested, if worked
out carcfully, would be cheaper and more ef_fic.lent than the haphuazard method of
making appointments 10w 1n vogue. B\ confining administration as far as feasible
to medical officers, methods are move likely to suit sanitary requirements throughout
the affeeted distriets, and to be conducted on a uniform plan ; by sceuring that officers
of the Indian Medical Service who are accustomed to deal with the people, are
ced in dircet contact with them, the young men sent from Lngland will pe devoted
lague work of a nature where guidance would always be a\:all:}ble. The (fol}ec-
tor's position and responsibility is sufficiently seeur?d by the bepmr Medical ()fhper
being subject to him, although the latter would retain his usual right of representing
facts to the Sanitary Commissioner, for representation to the Plague Commissioner,

pla
top

if Le so chooses.
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19. As to the change of organization in the interests of economy that have been
suggested, I think the tenuity attempted by Mr. Harding need not be discussed. [t
18 not the absence of arrangements that, so far, has protected his district from plague,
but merely that traffic from infected areas is probably small. Mr. Harding’s oquani-
mity in the opinion that he can ‘““reckon with pertfect safety upon village reddies
reporting plague cases a8 they occur,” is likely to receive a rude awakening, should
villages near the Mysore borders, where inter-marriages with the Cuddapah people
have taken place, become affected.

20. In the case of Anantapur, I hold that the action already taken of abolishing
observation circles in areas that have recently been indigenously infected, is most
ill-advised. Special care in dealing with sporadic cases when the epidemic ’is on the
decline, would give us a better chance of not meeting with a recrudescence, The
Bellary suggestion of abolishing the observation circles bordering on the Mysore
frontier seems to me a somewhat premature action ; but has far more reason to support
it than the action of Anantapur and Cuddapah.,

21. The Salem suggestion as to entertaining extra village servants, and between
these and the village heads dividing the responsibility of guarding the frontier, I
think, should not be entertained. [ would rather sece the frontier left unproteéted
and trust entirely to observation circles than enter into an arrangement which aﬁ'ords,
low-paid men the chance of extortion.

22. I consider the appointment of Personal Assistant to the Collector would not
be necessary if the District Senior Medical Officer acts under bim ; the Collector’s
plague office staff would be amalgamated with that officer’s,

23. The appointment of Special Deputy Collectors seem to me sheer waste.

24. As to European or Eurasian nurses attached to ambulance staffs, I think at
least one essential. Native nurses cannot be relicd upon in diagnosing cases in houses.
They would suffice for hospital work.

25. The agreement with the opinion expressed by the Placue mmissi
Revenue Inspectors should take the place of Sanitar;g Inspeetol;s, s(igmrsmtsslﬁsrt(t)hsz
founded upon nothing better than the unconscious exhibition of preference by civil
officers for men of their own department as subordinates. I can find not a single
solid fact on which the preference rests. One Collector sneers at the fact that some
of the Sanitary Inspectors were drawn from those who had failed to enter Govern-
ment employ, and had taken to the not dishonest profession of watchmakers, regis-
trar's clerks, &c. Yet, as to their general educational status the temporary S;nitur
Inspectors do not compare badly with the Revenue Inspectors he would prefer. Thus
the last batch trained by me had passe(i

1%3: : oo . é the.margmally-notqd educational exami-
Matriculation .o .o .o oo 2% pations. = Mr. Hard.mg- has attacked their
Upper Secondary .. .. .. .. 1 knowledge of samitation, by declaring
Public Works Liepartment Upper Subordi- that, when he askod one of them what he

nate Tost «¢ «+ «« .. 1 knew of sanitation, he replied that he
Geueral Test . ve .o .o 1 knew “all about earth, air, fire and
Hospital Assistant .. .. .. .. 2 water.” He roferred tq thi joke at a
Men who awaited results of the Matricula- ublic meetin Ti \ !

tion examination . . e O P D8 10 rf'.ply ? ‘doubtless,
Failed Matric. . o o 1 sounded to him as savouring of the study
Middle School .. o o .. 8 of the elements of the pre-alchemy days :
Unpassed men ., .. .. .. 8 yet as the humble individual who was

respousible for drumming into that man
all he knew about ¢“earth, air, fire and water,” I have no hesitation in saying that
had the position of the examiner and examinee in this instance beon reversed, it
would have dawned upon Mr. Harding that to know * a/f about” these would sati;fy
the most greedy of sanitarians. No doubt Mr. Harding could bave improved upon
it: but it was upon the inter-relation of these that I gave my opening lecture to
these students.  Although Mr. Harding deeries their knowledge, his acquaintance
with what Sanitary Inspeetors know of sanitation literally begins and ceases with
this tale. e never saw them dealing with a plague caso. Then Mr. Batten has
attacked their “intelligence and tact”. But, when asked for concrote instances,
after delaying a reply for wecks, and taking care when he did reply toshelter himself
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under the Plague Commissioner, he could quote but one case. The act he refers to
was stupid and unwarranted, but belies, in the most positive manner, the want of
influence over villages, which is held to be another fault of Sanitary Inspectors. He
declared that Revenue Inspectors had learned all that was requisite in his opinion as
to sanitary matters from circulars issued by him: yet, copies of these show that,
though in the interval of delay mentioned he had issued a useful circular, anything
prior to date of his making this declaration contained sanitary information of practi-
cally no value.

Mr. Elwin suggests that, with a single exception, the Sanitary Inspectors never
brought plague to his notice. This instance was at Kudligi and, althongh he does not
say 80, it indubitably illustrates both “tact and intelligence ” of the reporter. But
Mr. Elwin has forgotten facts. In a report signed by himself, he shows that the
first intelligence of the outbreak at Molagavalli was given by the circle inspector in
spite of concealment by the acting village reddi. The death in the Kamalapur road
was likewise reported by the sanitary inspector. The case of Itigi was also reported by
the Sanitary Inspector, although a Revenue head clerk had pondered in doubt. The
outbreak at Peddahotur, although reported by the Deputy Tahsildar, had clearly been
discovered by the Sanitary Inspectors; as the reporter states he found him on the
spot attending to segregation requirements. In short, where circles were opened and
plague occurred, Mr. Elwin has no reason for suggesting failure of reporting ; although
in reading his Tahsildar’s reports, the fact of the Plague Inspector being on the spot
when they arrived is not enlarged upon.

26. To justify a change, it ought to be possible for the Collectors to point to the
failures of sanitary inspector. But this they cannot do. The system taken as a
whole has worked well: and, in fairness, it should be remembered it did so at the
most difficult stage of operations, namely, when the people of this Presidency were
filled with rumours of wrong doing in Bombay, and when all plague operatious were
regarded with dread. At that time civil officers had little personal knowledge of
plague measures, but they were supplied by this office promptly with an executive
subordinate staff that did know a good deal on the subject and that, if not perfect,
they have at least fuiled to prove anything against. 1f these Collectors will but read
of the makeshift staffs employed in other Presidencies, they ought to be thankful
they were relieved from the unenviable position of dealing with such material.

27. So far as I could ascertain, there was little stomach for plague operations
amongst district Revenue executive staffs, until these men trained by me (and able
to gauge correctly the extent of personal danger) showed the example of volunteering
for plague duty. .ooking back, I believe, that unless these men had been supplied
by me, the organ ation required by the rules could not have been worked.

28. In the « y that “local knowledge ” shall take precedence of sanitary know-
ledge, I see nothing but the usual layman’s tendency to ignore the value of sanitary
action. Mr. Macleod, however, meets the merits of the case fairly, by pointing out
that the “influence” of the Revenue Inspector must disappear the moment he is

laced on special duty; the truth being that neither the ryot nor the reddi would
submit to the “influence ” of two Revenue Inspe_ctors. Z[t 18 certain these men could
not do both revenue and plague duty at the same time efficiently, although the readiness
with which the Revenue Department is willing to part with experienced Revenue
Inspectors wholesale, does not look as if the ¢ local knowledge ”” were of much value
from a revenue point of view. The short and the long of the matter is, ‘that if these
men possess power, they can perfectly well throw it into the scale of Sanitary Inspec-
tors without taking the sanitary duty themselves; and, if the Collector believing in
their influence, impressed this fact on the Revenue Inspectors, its full value would be

realized. ' . ) .
99. The Plague Commissioner claims for Revenue Inspectors power in persuading

O illages. I would, however, point out that when the question of
:zg,(t’,?xatf(l?();v(;‘(();:xgei:;g tﬁe sphere of W,orlg, it is WI;I.]. known that it is not th% Revenue
Inspector who is of utility, but the Tahsildar, or higher Revenue officers.

30. I believe that @ vast deal of good has been done to the affected districts, by
scattering over them men possgssed of at least some knowledge of the sam'tqry bearing
of plague, capable of persuading the ryots as to the efficacy of evacuation and of

8
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other action necessary. Infinitely more good, in my opinion, must have been done in
this direction than has been recognised by Collectors. Further, I know, as a fact, from
perusal of their diaries, that a vast deal of solid good by improving the sanitation of
villages has been effected by the personal influence of no one else than the despised
Sanitary Inspectors. Letthe opposite condition of affairs be imagined. Had Revenue
Inspectors untrained in sanitation been seut amongst the villagers, what more could
they have preached than that it would be unsafe to go against the Collector’s wishes ;
they could not have explained the reasons for sanitary methods, which they themselves
did not understand. The ryots would have then seen nothing but the compulsion of
Government, and all Revenue officers would have been its instruments. Revenue
officers would then have lost the confidence which the posing as persons not directly
concerned in plague operations, must undoubtedly give them,

31. Finally, it should not be forgotten that local knowledge is not everything in
“plague operations’’ ; the fact that epidemic disease is being dealt with should not be

lost sight of. I have yet to learn that sanitary preparation of threatened areas is not

requisite.

32. But I ask it to be distinctly understood that if my endeavours in providing
temporary Sanitary Inspectors for districts be held a failure, there is no reason why a
preference for men ignorant of hygiene be given. In not a single instance have
complaints been received against cerfificated Sanitary luspectors. Of these 66 were
employed against 127 men bastily trained for temporary work, to make good the
deficiency in numbers of the former. These men have paid for their education in the
Medical College, and have taken to sanitation as a profession. They hold their
certificate subject to their good conduct, and thisis a sufficient guarantece for their good
bebaviour. There cannot be the slightest doubt that, as a class, they are infinitely
better suited for plague duty than Revenune Inspectors. The men engaged tempo-
rarily were simply ¢ stop-gaps,” until a further supply of certificated Sanitary Inspectors
should have passed through the Medicul College. One hundred and thirty-eight can-
didates for certificates have recently undergone examination, after completion of a
full course in theoretical and practical sunitation and physiology. Would it not be,
morally, a gross breach of faith with these men, who have made executive sanitary
work a profession, that they be thrust aside, for no better reason than Collectors preferred
to work with Revenue Inspectors? Is this movement towards founding a sanitar
service for the Presidency, that has been built up through many difficulties for the
last five years, to be crushed out of existence, to make room for the laymen’s prefer-
ence for tools that he has been accustomed to work with ? I consider such a movement
most unjust, and the policy that dictates it to be short-sighted in reference to the
future, and 1 earnestly ask that Government do not permit it, and request that this
partieular point be settled by Government and not the Plague Commissioner.

83. Mr. Elwin points to a compromise. He supports the Plague Commissioner’s
claims for Revenue Inspectors, but suggests that they undergo training (and, I say,
examination) of the same class as that undergone by temporary Sanitary Inspectors
before they were entertained. 1f this be conceded, I would go further, and say, let
the Collector of a district nominate for training any person (Revenue Inspector or not)
he chooses, provided he has passed the Matriculation examination ; but, so long as my
office is able to provide cerfificated Sanitary Inspectors, these should invariably be first
absorbed.

34. As for the training of temporary Sanitary Inspectors, it is not a function of
my office, and, according to Mr. Harding, is not one that can be fultilled by it up to
the standard desired by ecivil officers. At the same time, I dewur, with all due
humbleness, to the opinion that the cireulars issued by Collectors, which are extracts
from various sources, give an education one whit better. ‘lhe truining ought to be
conducted on a uniform plan, so that methods do not differ in distriets, Ilence, a
single medical officer should be deputed for the work by Government.

85. The further suggestion to give the Revenue Inspectors all the ¢ soft ” places,
that is circle work, and give to Sanitary Inspectors nothimg but disinfection—that is,
all the hard, dirty, and dangerous work—is unfair, and 1 trust will not be allowed.
If the Revenue Inspector is anxious to do exccutive sanitary work, let him remember
the proverb ne sutor ulira crepidam,

A A
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36. To give a chance for full expansion of inoculation, I am still of opinion that
at least a couple of lady doctors should be attached to my office.

37. I think the principle of dealing with, or (as it amounts to) the attempting to
deal with, all ¢ contacts ” on the basis of segregation, is wrong, and is one which is
likely to wreck all preventive measures. No contact should be segregated, whether
inoculated or not, if the local authorities consider him trustworthy as to not abscond-
ing. A contact of a trustworthy cluss should, after disinfection, be treated under a
modified passport system.

38. In the case of the Nilgiris, rigid observation circle of the usual area may not
be necessary, but the principle of special inspection should be definitely recognised.
As already suggested in this office letter to Government, No 1163, dated 26th May
1898, paragraph 4, planters should be required, under the Epidemic Diseases Act, to
report arrivals and departures. The Nilgiris oceupy geographically as to infected
areas, and climatically, a suitable place for invasion by plague. Itis no use trusting
solely to protection from attack, by the use of Road Frontier Inspection stations.

89. The replics to your reference No. 3556, dated 23rd March 1899, from
Collectors concerned are herewith returned.

Oxper—No. 878 P., dated 12th June 1899.

The papers read above relate to the working of road frontier inspection stations
and observation circles, They also contain proposals for reduction of plague
expenditure.

2. Roud Frontier Inspection Stations.—The Government concurs with the late
Plague Commissioner and the officers consulted by him in considering that, unless
these stations are really cfficient, it is best to do without them. In open cou: iry
they can casilv be evaded, and it is impossible to find a sufficiently large and
trustworthy staff to patrol the numerous cart-tracks and footpaths that cross the
srontier and to cateh the people who try to avoid the inspection stations. The Gov-
ernment, therefore, resolves to abolish all stations which do not serve their purpose
or which arc too remote from the plague-infected loealities to be of practical use.
Under this elass may be meluded —

(@) the road inspection stations in South Canara ;
(#) the six stations on the Mysore frontier of the Bellary district ;
(¢) the six stations on the IHyderabad frontier of the Kurnool district.

The stations in South Canara have been already ordered to be closed and the
othors may be abolished at once.  For the special reasons given by the Collectors, the
closing of the stations at Hosur and Giriyapuram in the Bellary district and the
station at Kagganur in the Salem district is also sanctioned. The stations in the
North Arcot and Salem districts are in open country, but as special measures are
taken to patrol the bye-paths, they may be continued with the exception of Kagganur
as long as there 18 plague in the udjoi‘ning'taluke of the Mysore State. No change is
at prescat required in Mulub?xr, the Nilgiris and Coimbatore, where the stations are
reported to be gencrally eflicient.

3. There are thirteen road inspection stations on the Tungabhadra in the Bellary
district, and as they aro found useless at present in consequence of the river being
fordable, the Colleetor suggests that they may all be closed till the end of June
when the river may be expected to be in freshes and that such of the stations as then
seom required may be re-opened. It is too late now to sanction this propesal. The
existing stations may be continued till the pnd of thls.month, when the Collector
should report which of them should be retained and which may be abolished. The
continued existence of plague in the Hyderabad territory on the other side of the
Tungabhadra should lead the Collector to be specially careful in making his recom-
mendation.

4. Observation Circles.—These are circles of five miles radius organized in two
rows along the fronticr in the districts declared to be under observation. Each circle
is in the charge of a plague inspector drawing a salary of Rs. 40 or Rs. 45, with a

9
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horse allowance of Rs. 15 and a fixed travelling allowance of Rs. 15, It is th

duty of the plague inspeotor to patrol his circle systematically in order. to gain tl o
earliest possible information of a case of plague, to check the possession%f a :10
ports, and to keep a record of ull persons suffering from continous fever for 11;1&'-
than twelve hours. Most of these iuspectors were men without much experienc -O“i
not acquainted with the districts to which they were sent and the (3}()1;(31'111“L ? 21%(
very doubtful whether the results obtaived from the observation circles as W:):k 13
by them have been commensurate with their cost. Financial considerations m (13

it impossible to maintain for an indefinite period such large special establishm aie
for its prevention as at present exist. In the existing vill?zge and l'evenuc; oﬂien) ‘S
there is an indigenous &nd normal agency which is fairly relinble, economieal cu(;i
9asﬂy worked, and on them the chief reltance must be p]ac;d for ob{a' qn”
information regarding plague and for the proper working of the passport min°
Both they and the people have now become acquainted with plague aud I1)he cru-?s{,
mode of dealing w1tl_1 it, and much greater assistance may he prected fromolrliuc

than was the case in la.st year. Under these circumstances, His Excelleney te}I]It
Governor in CO}mcxl considers that while these observation eirel’rs shouid b C) nod
for the present in th.e districts of Salem and North Arcot, they should be a.bel'r ‘chtmlned
the Mysore frontier in Bellary and on the Hyderabad frontier in Kurnool q?hlb o 10 "
shpuld also be abohshgd in Anantapur. The proposals of the Collectot: f B('}llm?c o
withdraw half his sanitary inspectors constituting one cirele out of GVO(I)‘ tL ay to
existing is sqnctloned,- with reference to the circles existing elsewhere tl}; “on the
Mysore frontier. No increase of the existing revenue cstabl?shmont seem mt;l on the
needed, but in future in taluks which are imminently threatencd with 3' ?r ;pmwnt
there are no observation c1.reles and where there is reason to beliéve t}ntlﬂd?m v‘vhen
rules are not properly carried out, special revenue inspectors may wit‘h t! u‘, passport
sauction of Government, be appointed as suggested by the Collecto’r of Cutﬁi'tg:ikus

5. Preventive Cireles, i.e., the circles of fi i ame X
with indigenous plague may continue pen dingefg&csr g;illzz:ser goulzrlxld I{laoies infected
being worked in the districts of Bellary, Kurnool, Anantapux" and N ege 6 are mow
the Collectors of these districts are requested to submit a special re OOtr }11 AFCot, aqd
cost, the staff employed and the practical results obtained 'IJ)‘I::ss o_wullg thelr
probably “’nth safet)y be abolished now in Anantapur, lfellary. o LKO CH‘OICS may
fl‘::tnge 1?)11:1(; :i};ld lattxkgnda. _ The recommendation of the Sanitary l&?:;x)m:::(()};i):

e preventiv 58
upprovzd. preventive circles there should be two observation circles is not

6. Plugue Supervisors.—Where the observation cire
abolished, these supervisorq will be unueces‘;gf‘;mai](lldse}smgﬁebzccrll-gordolmd to. bo
Coll.ectors are requested to give the Board of Revenue (Separate Reve ( l‘\pm'de “"m'lh
mation of the dutesg on wlpch the officers of the Salt and Abkdri lxsuc) fpely futi
employed as supervisors will be relieved of their plague duty it Depurtuent now

7. Nurses.—As a rule it is not necessar 0 uras
except when Kuropean patients are likely to Zoztx?eeti.g)lf(())}r t;g;(:&ﬂ(}anllt or I‘Luralsmn Vhors
plague has established itself and regular plague hospitals have bor o Daocs Whero
the ambulance st;}ﬁ, trained native nurses will be found more ue(‘fnlopcned: o
Mufassal Regulation 9 will therefore be amended by substitutin S(:lcl:l ' Addlt‘tonul
trained nurses ”” for the words ¢ two trained European or Eurzwian%mr c f:fords ol
be le_ft to the Collectors to employ qualified European or Native nm-:ZS’ aud i ol
requires and on such rates of salary not excceding Rs. 100 a month as nsiaasboccasxon
sary. The boarding allowance of Rs. 1-8-0 a day sanctioned in G.O yN edgeces-
d’?tteddgth L{ay 1898, should be paid to European or Kurasian nurses 'on.iy x:’)ixe;fihz"
:dz;‘ on plague patients. In the case of natives, it may be reduced to one rupe{

8. Railway Inspection Stations.— Another direction in which i
may be re(.luco.d 18 the reduction of the number of railwav inspecgi)ar{; :fat(;z)(x{): ndlIttl,1 s
advisable, in view of the grave inconvenicnce caused by these stations, that thc"‘ shou]u;
be as few as ppss1ble. The stations at Pdkéla, Tiruvanndmalai and ’()hinglogut wor(o
opened at a time when plague was spreading in Mysore and North Arcot The
epidemic has how subsided and the necessity for these stations no longer oxists
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The inspection station at Kondapalli is also not required. It has been in existence
for about two years ; no case of plague has yet been detected there and it is far removed
from the infected districts of His Highness the Nizam’s dominions. The Government
is therefore of opinion that these four stations may be closed for the present.

9. In all cases where road or railway inspection stations hav
be closed, the existing sheds should be re{aiue({) in view to futureer;)(;sg"eﬁiiiidazfg
left in charge of the village officers or of special watchmen. Where they are not
worth keeping, they should be dismantled, and the materials utilized for other publie
purposes or sold by auction. Officers relieved of their plague duty should revert to
their permanent appointments. As regards sanitary inspectors, these men were
temporarily employed and, when no longer vequired, their services will be dispensed
with like other men similarly engaged temporarily for plague duty.

10. Notification of infecled areas.—The Government agrees with the Sanitar
Commissioner that it is unnecessary to notify a whole taluk as infected with pla uz
when only a small portion of it is affected. In the latest notification issued in Gg()
No. 794 P., dated 29th May 1899, only the places actually infected have been

included.

11. Changes in Plague Administration.—In paragraphs 10 to 18 of his letter, the
Sanitary Commissioner makes certain proposals, the object of which is “to eoilﬁne
plague administration as far as feasible to medicul officers.” The Government
considers them to be not feasible. They are to some extent opposed to the instruc-
tions of the Government of India contained in its letter printed in G.0O., No. 1023-P., -
dated Tth September 1898.  Dr. King’s remarks in paragraphs 22 and 2’3 of his 1ette.1"
appear to be due to wmisapprehension of facts. The Personal Assistants to Collectors
were appointed to relieve them of their ordinary routine work and mnot for the
exceution of plague work themselves. There is, no doubt, that the Special Deput
Collectors have been of much use to the Collectors. PRy

12. Imoculution.—~The Government is unable to sanction Dr. King’s applicatio
for two lady doctors, as there is hardly any demand at present for inoeflatioff .

13. Segregation of co'nta'cts.——The Government observes that the question raised
in paragraph 37 of the Sanitary Commissioner’s letter was negatived by the Plague
Commissioner in his Proceedings, No. 1027, dated 27th December 1898,

(True Extract.) _,éb////j { /
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tor Ag. Secretary to Government,

To all Collectors (A—T.).

the Sanitary Commissioner.

the Surgoeon-General.

tho Fivancial Department.

tho Public Department.

the Revenue Department.

the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).
tho Commissioners of Land Revenue.

the Commissioner of Salt, Abkéri and Separate Revenue,
the Presidont, Municipal Commission, Madras.

the Resident in Mysore, with covering letter.

,» Railway Adwinistrations.

,, the Deputy Adjutant-General, Madras Command.
" Gonom& Othicors Commanding Districts.
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