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G.0., No. 676, 17th June 1899.

JUNE.

Hospital Stoppages.

Sanctioning the scale of charges proposed by the Surgeon-General for the wives and children
of persons who have the means to pay for treatment as in-patients in State hospitals at Madras,
raising to Ks. 25 the minimum Yimit of monthly income for paying patients, and investing the
Surgeon-General with discretionary power in special cases to reduce the preseribed rates for any
class of paying patients.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From Surgeon-General C. SIBTHORPE, c.B., F.R.C.P.I., Surgeon-General with
the Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Camp, Ootacamuund, 28th May 1899, No. T. 8/231.

With reference to paragraph 3 of G.0., No. 393, Public, dated 3rd April 1899,
I have the honour to submit detailed proposals in regard to the fixing of a scale of
charges for the diet and treatment of the wives and children of such personsas are,
under G.0., No. 434, Public, dated 31st March 1896, liable to be charged for the
above purposes. Though the practice has Been to charge identical rates for both theso
classes of patients, there can, in my opinion, be no question as to the desirability or
fairness of the seale applicable to dependent members of a family being decidedly lower
than that affecting its head. Before formulating proposals in this dircetion, however,
it seems to me to be necessary to point out that the rates prescribed in (1.0., No. 434,
dated 31st March 1896, on which the scale under contemplation should be based,
require modification in respect of the minimum limit of income from which liability to
charge commences in the case of persons treated in the “ General Wards.” The
medical officers consulted in the matter deprecate the existing limit as too low and are
unanimously of opinion that it should be raised to Rs. 25.  Suflicient experience has
been gained to show that a lower limit is a'source of great hardship to persons of a
poor income, while in the Government Maternity Hospital the higher limit above
proposed is the one practieally in force as it is found mpossible to recover charges
from the wives of husbands who are in receipt of such a small income as Rs, 12 per
mensem. I would, therefore, strongly advocate the deletion of the first item in the
scale luid down in the above Government Order for « General Wards.”  The Su perin-
tendents, Govm'nmfrqt Maternity Hospital and Government Ophthalmice Hospital, also
suggest that the raising of the limit of income should be accompanied by a reduction
in the rates for persons of the higher income. These, however, ure special instifitions
and need not therefore form the basis for the consideration of the question in general
The effect of an enhancement in the income lmit can first be watched and the (»th‘ml
pmposz}l can be hel(} over for future consideration. Besides the proposal submitted
below in regard to diseretionary power to lower the charges in exceptional cases would
scem to obviatein a great measure the necessity for the above propuosal.

2. The following scale of charges applicable to dependent members of a family
treated either in the “General” or in the ¢ Special” wards 18 submitted for approval o
Infants under 3 years—free,

(zhildrvn from 310 8 years—1} the rate chargeable for the lead of the family
Children from 8 to 15 vears-- L o, do .
Children above 15 years and wives-~} da. do

3. Dr. Pope lays very great stress on the necessity of medieal offieers heing
vested with discretionary power fo lower the presevibed eharges wore sueh a o . :“-’Lf
Sosaables On the one hand, T am in entire aceord with l\inT as to tiw xxni(ww)ﬁli‘trh'(fli
cacha power. On the other, T am rather sceplical abaut the practienl ('\‘v‘rvi.tu\ ll'f
that power lest undue partiality for special cuses may fal to differentiate lwi\\'w'xlx H'm
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‘ : ine. T wouldl therefore, ptopose that power be
ing and t}}e uﬁeigr(;é&gde each ex(’aeptional caspe reported by'% medical
Sm-geom(éetﬂ N r‘emit or yeduce the charges in those cases in which their
meri(s, 80¢ 10 "' FL T oductive of hardship to the head of the family
1, “; 1}:“;’ 35.1: die’t and treatment or that of his dependents. '
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Public, dated 17th June 1899. |
oposed in paragraph 2 of the Surgeon-General’s letter read
i harg?ls ?:il{)ireu of persons who have the meaus to pay for treatment

above, for the 'w'g:ftz uho:pitals at Madras, i8 sauctxoned: . | |
as iu-patmuts 111_ ‘ it of monthly income fOl"paym.g patients will be _l'alsed t
9. The mimmumn hmlGeneral will be vested with discretionary power in special
Rs. 25, and the Surgeon- ribed rates for any class of paying patients. An annual
o reduce the pr};StO)d to Government O the Ist May, showing t]?e particulars
e shouhi b(il :llllf ilnilsc:etionary power Was exercised by the Surgeon-General during
of cases in WitC

. ial year.
the previous official ¥ (True Extract.)

ORDER"‘NO' 676’
The scale of ¢

cases t

G. STOKES,
Chief Secrelary.

Surgeon-General.
To the Ace%untant-G-eneral.
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¢.B., F.R.C.P.I.,
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