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To
HIS EXCELLENCY

THE GOVERNOR OF FORT ST. GEORGE

IN COUNCIL.
LTHROUGH THE MALAYALAM TRANSLATOR TO GOVERNMENT.)

The humble Memorial of C. P. SANKUNNI MENON,
lately Acting Munshi and now Head Clerk,
Government Malayalam Translator’'s Office
{on suspension),

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,~

That the memorialist begs to submit this appeal against the order passed by the Acting
Malayalam Translator to Government in his Proceedings dated 0th April 1899, suspending the
memorialist for six months for having made one “ very false” and another “ very disingenuous”

statement in his menrorial to Government dated 13th March 1899,

2. That in his memorial dated 13th March 1899 the memorialist appealed to
Government against the order of the Acting Translator refusing to grant him Privilege leave for
which he was eligible ; and in support of his appeal, adduced certain facts which went to show
that, in refusing the leave, the Acting Translator was actuated by spite towards the memorialist.
The memorial was forwarded with a covering letter from the Acting Translator, the contents of
which are unknown to the memorialist, but which, he believes, contained certain charges against
the memorialist. The Government passed orders decliniug to interfere with the discretion
exercised by the Acting Translator, as the Head of the memorialist’s office, in the matter of the
grant of leave, aud stating, apparently with reference to- some request made by the Acting
Trauslator, that he should formulate definite charges against the memorialist and, taking
his explanation on them, deal with the matter himself, The Transiator then called upon the
mewmorialist, in his memo of the 24th April 1899, (1) to show cause why he should not be
severely punished for the malicious, wanton and defamatory attacks on the head of his office
contained in his memorial to Government dated 13th March 1899 and (2) to explain certain
specific statements extracted from the memorial which the Acting Translator believed to be
either “ false or disingenuous.” The explanation, which was required to be furnished within
3 days, was duly submitted, and the Acting Transiator passed his Proceedings thereon, dated
30th April 1899, bolding the memorialist guilty of having made one very false and one very

disingenuoug statement and punishing the memorialist therefor with suspension for six months.

3. That, for convenience of reference, the memorialist would submit in a tabular form
the charges framed against, and the explanation offered by, him, the Acting Translator’s finding
with the reasous alleged by him and the memorialist’s remarks on the finding in each case i—-



The memorialist's remarka,
'iih ‘h. ious of all
i . hich is the most serious d con.
. W" '» . s bout this charge w y aves it to the kind co
ne Tranals 2, N dings silent a ialist therefore le‘.\\ es W nd-
v Charge tramed, Explanation offereq, The Acure’i.ons slleged ing Translator is throughout h‘?lprn?\c;f:otiulist. The mer ’?3“3?&20 lightly mking a grave but unfou
Tht‘;xeA ((:;‘lll:.]lie\‘ ‘b“;“"h" by himh“fim:‘s:hz E{ea,d of his Ottice was justific .
.ovt e nt whethe
. . sideration of Gov Q'fm-l;ehim
L. The Memorialist should show cause why|The mMemorialisg, Va3 not aware of havin - ed imputation agains .
he should nog be severely punighed for € any malicioyg, wanton nuddefu.matory o |
the malicious, wanton and def_aunatory attack on ghe Translator, Kach ang every -
attacks on the head of hig Ottice con. statement contained jn hiq emoria) toGOVy e
tained in hig teemorial 4o Government Crhment wyg, bonafide and, to the begt of; i . o
dated 13th March 1899, NS knowlede and  belief, true. As the 3 S e t aware of such a draft, If it is
Translagor 4, W not been pleased to specify! y P-4 ‘1 he Acting Translator was ri’o the memorialist, it is subu{“-'ted
the portiony considered by him ag mwalicious,’ ™ - A t is meant by saving thnt T\'m w that it was prep&l'e% ';,t in whosesoever h“ndwmtmﬁ'
wanton g duﬁunator_\‘, " metorialist 1. It is not clear wha (;m“ but that he did not l:.z sared, but whether a.d T2 s’having seen any dr.a.ft at a {;
Was unable 4 show cuuse ay directed, Liad ng not aft"m.ked byl . meant that h:- sg‘?sanot by whom a ‘:)mib- e I[; oln the other hand, Lleto eﬁ:: Press of the second mstahil;ﬁ’elr .
Tened a2 m stio ' : ., ' 88, Sen v ove € T
1. The statement that the branslation of the The translation of the artiele referred  to Was | 1la was not u“"""stiz y ertinenti 1(1)12 t‘l;:: ;?:cggiefore hi'f&tge(rleﬁ\c!:: di‘i rs not ~“1 fj&:zéoxﬂ]?oxi[:i;hz of Junuaw.‘ii ltﬁzsp:;elscxl‘:ggnbiied and the
article in the Keraig Sanchar; of the 26tk drafted by the 0 Horialisg, cupied by the y Seeiny that bhl} w i ws‘@ne out o it is respectfully ?ul valam Newspapers f(n_ ] l;c;'e-“ have been extracted an that the whole draft, as thus
anuary 1898 about the Malayalay, Tran.|  2mq clerk, v, Govinday Nayar ang given to him for tr:uulutll*)_‘:i‘ 1o hereof.k re-| of the Report on M a:{r;d in the Otlice ce"t“;”.‘ti‘,‘lg in question scored Oufiﬂ;):e S0 as to conceal the fact of the
slator to Government, .Was executed byl . the Tm.nslnbor, who omitted it from the  4he part of the cle h & cl.er' of| that in the draft Pl'?l ontents rcgal‘dlflg the '1”1 obut; the‘h—,;()\vl's(lge of the lerk of the Office as a witness to
the memorialigt and rejected by the Ty, ‘eport. Py could be proyeq by a refer- way and drafted alge 0Iission try in the table of ¢ me individual withou list cited the Second Cler] to the Acting Translator
slator who from that time ore radgel  ence g the clerk and by ogher evxdcnce.r;; In any case it is f report. This e?f,ex:yed, was re-copied fbghzoarticle. The.memorll& 1”1 was  actually sublnlbtfl’ﬁd Oint
against him is false op disingenugyg, The memoriyligy did not suy thay ghe Tran- ) onstrated with ’l:‘:“‘o dow{nl by ﬂ;: ?ntentioﬂal omissz?nﬁ% nof the article in ‘%l‘l‘:ﬁﬁ; clerk was examini(_i . fr:quzsﬁ(;n was intentional and
5. abor o Brudge aguingg him from t‘hlftf the article fmu: il; novw ¥ article w prove that a trag?l: but it does not f}l’l’e&im the omission of the %lraéz(f the same when he had not markﬁd
pune, but it wigy fact that the Translator " false statemen ly s8y8 ¥ and rejected byrran;;lator here admlt}f t the Office should have brans an act of impertinence indicates t ti
t_are:xtll}ellh of the emorialisy haq been hursh clcxjk who me;ig repol"' 2, The Actmgd he is obviously angryt‘)" : translation of the artxc}l ° m;(s) the memorialist. It is more 'nil"tufr;
‘nsulting ang nuoying, owitted from deiibe:a:;ﬁ:;ion. His rem&ttkrti);:; the treatment ﬂ(z;cor%;de bi)(’ie:nihat the failure to s ?;rkw::l eggirltt:; of an
it for tr irit which characte -anslation under A the memorialis ;
T t which ¢ ade the translay 1sider that the 2 ortance of
vindictive spirt Office made iberate than to cor ing the article, the imp - .
-translation Tt must be clear ialist, far from committing
impertinent act. ied, the memorialist, ' demued. . ing Translator about th‘e
:Illl?ch cannl;)t. ge‘;i:‘rv:gdgo be g;}mx]keldt )t;&t}“bf:;:lhlg:‘: &l,]&b he remonsttg'.o.ise(?a lv)vc:f}; :g: l:::tlgﬁxent in questimi’ X astlﬁ
for which he des has not retracte" © St down. He said nol ung tor finding himself unable to
3. The_mex;oé‘;:zh:gticle or irlx) any\v-«;.l\eg"";;gr:tto explain, Tae %gfar;gtg:aﬁstﬁr guilty of a charge which hag
omission ‘hich he had been calle framed, apparently
not one whic {:list the charge s not been taken.
l‘;g,s,a home to ;li:éeldni’ll:é)r;r‘l which his explanation has it that he had not availed himself of the
- u N &
‘ mot been foru inuation. The memorialist simply stated the fac
i such insinuation, k during the time,
‘There was no d had done oflice wor
g Trxmslaffor holidays an
M“ fy|' hohday
. The le to veri M
I, His statement that he Was not allowed/The statement i ;g memorial thay he hag Finding not apec!ﬂ‘d; pe s Lt but that his
o avail himself of Epgeyp and Christinag Dot had any leave (nog even the Chrigtmag simply sfates thal 4 tho 2o ggrialist msnfnu- , ) ‘
vacations during the bast 27 monthsg i and Kaster holidays) during the past 27/ o statement abo‘; the b.w_i been refus-
false or disingenuous, months wug 4 fact, The Acting Transla. recollection is th%d thet ions.
tor woulg brobably remember thag, dvuring: ated in hig memori p
the holidays the memorinljgg, remained ntl ed to avail himself
ras, attended office now and then op
Whenever he wags required ang transacted all ial without
SInergent work, [f this fact hagd escaped i ds and sentences picked out ffo%‘ an}l:irv‘ir?l:; that the .
the Translator'g memory the memnorialist| irness of finding fault with odd wor ¢ the memorialist's statement };y (;ﬂice in which sl
begped o subwit that, jg was capable off tatement.| Apart from thet gnf;l:tl:xt no attempt is mﬁ»deI tg dxs‘[:';(;; A registor is mamt,%lin?g m}: bey whom  each  was
., ement. e 4 : {ori slation ohe 3 individua :
proof por ‘;d:n?ts that, \:ff:;:; ?ﬁ-;?;slabor a.ctuallly tﬁlli %‘:f‘ ::tle:?in:ogether with the ““L’,’ﬁbaﬁi:tli el?acts stated in the memorial are
A " AERY. h slatio . : m !
"IV, His statement that, the Translator did £ would > .1 zeen frtomt‘ he cont&: : th}?t the Finding—guilty loft M;m e Actmkg .;1‘ ;:lr:sz papers resew;drzc;:rber:?: :o this regisherl;vlll fc;);:: g‘::rggo‘:;azr consideration,
’ igi i i t ot . ialis ; rk is false, . o uhi ilty o
absolutely ng g iginal work g falge ;;I:;gltg:ntso: tgzn)?:til\?: '12:::131-.:0: dlde :ot. ;"l;,eebrr‘r;::in ::;:emeni "b:tiMl::: in certain tr“gsiﬁ'f that the memorialist i8 not guilty
disingenuous, relieve the office of any 8ppreciable portioy, lator did abBO‘“.*’:l’é::xpw:,rk was d;mt; é fru
of original translation wor 48 Was expected. and the memori s Aned positively
is was a fact. 4 could hardly asserted circumstances no 0';331901{:: he considers,
that the Translator had translated any Act, the Acting Tra.nslﬂb,"on whiel n of a most
Bill or syeh other Important documcnt,, in uccept the explan&uexpl"“ﬁement (para
whole or ip part, or that he offered to relieve g 8 disingenuous atory s
the office o any portion of the translation malicious and d‘;“m
work when urgent papers Tequiring publiey 9 of Proceedings).
tion within g Specified gime } been . lator's covering letter to Government ;“f
received and the members of the office . the contents of the Acting Transla ents made behind his back. Furt efi
establishuent had Yo strain every nerve to ialist is not mfonpod of A the strength of statem ferred to by him has been s
finish the work in tiye & disingenuous|The me;nm"; the least, unfair to convict hxm&’éof of the 99 out of 100 cgf's‘;.s tr i:d no access when he was e
) ng * it is, to say the least, ilty because no ich the memorialis tated that the
. knd rialist is fO\lnq guitby Office to whic " . mstances, He sta A A
insinuation that the ActingTransiator The statement that the Acting Tr‘mslntorrlma’my—yul”y of ma - 4" has been ;hei:(lf m?phe proof lies in the records g: ?1]1]1; to tender the proof in ”“c,i.l r:lx::ll:ztor could have verified this by
V', The ‘“Sm‘gﬁfg his signature to transla- invariably affixed his signature to transka-  statement T & tward-| . for(ve and it was unreasonable _tol e’g‘:wmble of proof and the Acting
n_warmbi])_' l: }i‘e had never read and seny tions which he had no read, before gong. This ** most f ,1:;; s cove ment and as no| l:t:temeut miade in the memorlahi:;vh were in his custody, .
:ﬂ’"s tw t,lhce Press for being printed is false ing them to the Press foy being Printed, way fully }fehlteglxorial to Govoo o8ses has been feferrin" to the Office records w|
enm to r N iev 3 iner (2 . Y o
or disingenuous, zclalf):cbtl ] ofil;o élrmiﬁ’g?‘gfi}tofbilf&f‘gaiﬁs.“ as ;;.(,) otf gflltlhe ig 3‘;2 ?15 r‘; :slat:;ﬁggssthsnrg;
“‘T"‘?df}i:xilc; of dising‘:‘edings).
;41}11?: l;rea,d {para 11 of Proc¢

r
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4. That it will be seen from the above that oat of five charges formulated by him
acainst the memorialist, the Acting Translator has not been able to bring home to the memorialist
tiree. while as regards the remaining two the finding is not only not supported by any evidence
but runs counter to the evidence available in the office records but ignored by him (the Acting
Translator). It is perhaps not unnatural that the Acting Translator sitting i judgment on
his own conduct should fail to notice pieces of evidence which tell against him, but that the
memorialist should be made to suffsr for this partiality is a source of great grievance to him.

5, That it is noteworthy that the Acting Translator has not impugned the trath of
the following statewments contained in the original memorial to Government :-—

(1) That unimportant articles are from interested motives enlarged and written at
length and that the memorialist espressed bis disapproval in this matter ;

(2) That when proofs are received the Translator reads out the vernacalar version and
the person wh9 translated it, or worse still, some other clerk who has never
geen it before is supposed to follow the English original ;

(3) That the Newspaper Report is written by the least paid clerk in the office who

sometimes omits arricles or portions of them which he fiuds it difficalt to
understand or translate;

¢4) That there are instancea in whick translations which the Translator has never read
have been jssued and those in which translations correctly made by the
Maunshi or clerk have been altered by the Pranslator into a wrong form which
in some cases haa since been found out aud corrected while in others it remains
80 to this day ; ‘

¢5) That the memorialist repregented the inconveniences felt in the matter of office
accommodation, &e, &e. ' '

6. That the memorialist begs respectfully to-invite the attention of Government to the
strange procedure adopted by the Acting Teauslator in order to couvict the memorialist of the
offonces laid to his door. Justice and fairplay demand that the charges formulated against a.
man should be substantiated before he could be convicted. But without adducing even a particle
of evidence in support of the charges framed by him, the Acting Translator called upon the
memorialist to disprove those charges and on the ground that some of them were not disproved to.
his (the Acting Translator’s) satisfaction, the memorialist was convicted and punished. The

memorialist need hardly submit that if it is allowable to thus ehift the burden of proof from the
accuser to the accused, no public servant can for a moment consider bimself safe.

7. That the memorialist begs also to invite the attention of Government to para 14 of
the Proceedings appealed against which furnishes an instance of the inability of the Acting
Translator, blinded a8 he is by prejudice against the memorialist, to view facts in their proper
light, and his tendency to imagine offences which do not exist. In his haste to convict and
punish the memarialist, the Acting Translator does not appear to have paused ta consider how, as
he alieges, the false and disingenuous statements addressed to Government could have brought bis
character into contempt with the public.

8. That the memorialist begs leave to submit that it is clear from- the foregoing
representations that the charges formulated against the memorialiat have nob been substantiated,
that the statements made by the memorialist in his memorial dated 13th March 1899 are in
yhe main true, that the Acting Translator’s treatment of the memorialist was characterised by
spite and vindictiveness, that he could not therefore form a praper judgment in matters affecting
the memorialist, that the memorialist’s conviction was nob only unsupported by any evidence-
but wasalso in direct conflict with the evidence available in the Office records and that the
panishment inflicted on the memorialist was wholly unmerited. The memorialist therefore-
humbly and respectfully prays that Your Excellency in Council will be graciously pleased to.
cancel the order of suspension and reinstate the memorialist with arrears of pay from the date-
of suspension and to grant such other redress as Your Excelleucy may deem fif.

Ecmore, M S ’ ; -
O, Cf J )t L1 endne g AR ALS YOO~y

12th May 1899. |

———

The following papers are attached :—
The Acting Translator’s memo dated 24th April 1899,
Copy of the memorialist’s explanation dated 26th April 1399
The Actiog Tranalator's Proceedings dated 30th April 1899
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Egmore, 26th April 1899,

To

The llalayalan Translator to Government.

Sir,
Tn reference to your mewmo oI the 24th instant calling upon
ae “to show cause why T should not be severely punished for the
malicious, waunton and defamatory at~acks on the head of my Office
containesd in my lemorial to Government dated 13th March 1899" T
beg leave to Submit that I am not aware of having mode any mali-
cious, wanton and defamatory aptack on you, that each and every
statement contained in my llemorial to Government is bona fide an@’
to the best of my knowledge and belief true and that as you have
not be.n pleased to specify the portions considerea by you as
"Miaiicious, wanton and detamatory’ I am unable to show cause as
airected.
2. As regards the statements which are characterised by you as
false or disingenuous I peg to submit the following explanation:-
(1) The translation of the article in the Kerala Sanchari of
the 26th January 1898 about the Malayalam Translator toc Govern-
ment was drafted by me and given to the second Clerlk V, Govindan
Neyar for being copied, who copied and gave it to you, but
you omf{it.ed it from The report as will be seen on a reference
to the Clerk and from other evidence. I did not say that you
bore a grudge against me from that time, but it is a fact
that your treatment ol me has been harsh, insulting and annoying
(2) The statement in my lMemorial that T have not had anv leave
(not even the Christemas and Easter Holidays) during the past
27 months is a Tact. You will p?obably remember that during
the holidays I remained at Madr;s, at.ended Of 'ice now and
. then or whenever I was required and transacteda all emergent
work. I1 this fact has eécaped your menory, I beg to submit

that it is capable of proof,
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(3) In ny Memorinl it was stated that you did absolutely

no original Translation worlk. Tt will be se n frou the con-

toxt that Ly contention was that the appointment of the Native

Translator aiad not relieve the Office of any arpreciable portion
cf original translation work as Was expected. This 1s a

tact. I pelieve it can hardly be assertea that you have
translatea any Act, Bill or such other impro ;ant document, in
whole or in part, or that you cffered to relieve the Office of
any portion of the trenslation work when urgent rapers re-
quiring publication within a specified time had been received
and the Mewbers ol the Office establishment had to strain
every nerve to finish the work in time.

(4) The statement that you invariaply affix your signature

to translations which you have not read, betvore sending then
to the Press for being printed,is a Tact, T believe it is

capable of proof in 99 out of a 100 cases,

3. With reference to the concluding sentence of your memo T re-
gret to state that no spare copy of the Mewmorial is available,
4, Tn conciusion T bez respectfully to express the hope that as

you are personally interested in the matter of the statements which
f'or. the subject of the explanations submit-ed above, you will see
the rairness of leuvingthe aajudication of the points in dispute to
s disinterested authority.

5. T beg to add that copies of all material papers connected
with the charges now brought forward have not yet been furnished

16 we wlthough I had specially agplied for them. A copy of the
paragrach of the G.O, gquoted in your wemo under reply was received
from you only this noon, obut I am still left in the dark as to what
the concluaing sentence of your let.er to Government is,which is

r.terrea Lo in that paragraph.

T beg to remain,
3ir,
Your most obedient servant,
(5d) C.P. Sankunni lenon,
(A P“rue Copy.)
Cf J}(.Jluu Al m a2y

—_—
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Memorial of C. P. Sankunni Menon, Head Clerk, N
Government Malayalam Translator'’s Office (on |
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HIS EXCELLENCY ' w//
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