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His Creellency the

d%qhemnt of
Hot St George

i Connel,

. warsarn@ur s S Gaaratr rrm srefl Qaeteart
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May It Please Your Ewmcellency,

We, the undersigned inhabitants
of Madura, humbly beg to approach Your
Excellency with the following representa-
tion:—

1. We undersiand that Govern-
ment has sactioned the construction of
quarters for the European Officers on the
race-ground adjoining the town; that
the necessary land has been acquired at
a cost of Rs. 15,000 ; that a sum of Rs.

- 40,000 has been provided for the build-

ings in the current year’s budget; that
an officer on a pay of Rs. 200 per month
has been appointed to supervise the
works, the first building being for
Judge’s and Medical Officer’s quarters
aund that contracts are being given. The
total cost, we understand, of the buildings
is estimated at about 4 lacs of Rupees.
We respectfully beg to be permitted to
point out that, in the present state of fin-
ances, when other more pressing require-
ments Qﬁﬂ;é;public are putb off for want of
funds, ‘thé laying ont of such a large sum
on an’ obj"éct, for which there is no
urgent necessity, will tell hardyg on the
interests of the people of this District.
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for European Gentlemen does not exist
at present as there are several substantial
and commodious buugalows, near L'eppa-
kulam, available for the purpose, far re-
moved from the native quarters. During
Your Excellency’s last visit to this town,
Your Excellency must have noticed, how
excellently that part of the town neap
Teppakulam is adapted for European
Gentlemen. Tt is the most healthy part
of the town; itis quite secluded and ig
sufficiently removed from the noise and
din of the people. Apart from this,
Your Excellency may consider, how much
better it is to avoid laying out public
money for the private residence of officers,
when there is already a sufficient num-

ber of private bungalows.
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2. The money that is proposed to!
be spent on these works can be useful]
devoted to meet our other pressingl
wants.  After the introduction of tle |
water supply in this town, the mostll
urgent need in the sanitation of thig |
town is an improved system of drainage |
works.  This is a crying want and the
Municipality is not in a position to meet
the entire cost. We understand that the |
Municipality asked Government either |
for a contribution or a loan; but, owing
to want of funds, their application was

refused and the Municipality has been ;

1

ordered by Government to raise a loan in
the local market; considering the com-
parative urgency and importance of these
two items, namely, construction of quart- |
ers for public officers and providing a suit. |
able drainage system, there can be no

doubt Your Excellency will prefer to !

spend whatever funds can be spared tothe |
latter than to the former.  Although the |
A
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cost of drainage scheme for this town'

may be very great, still, if the whole of
the money now proposed to be spent on
the buildings is given to the Municipality
oither as a loan or as a contribution,
it will be a great help. Unless Your
Excellency is pleased to issue orders
urgently to stop the building works
which have already been started, the
money will probably be soon spent and

will not be available for the more neces-
sary wants.

8. There are several other items
for which the Municipality and Local
Fund Board have no funds to spare even
though they ave convinced that any
delay in carrying out those improve-
ments will be productive of great in-
convenience to the health and comfort
of the 90,000 souls inbabiting this city.
Such for instance is the need of public
latrines and urinals which are not now
sufficient for the requirements of the
people. Cross roads in the Periyar
affected lands are required. We hear
a complete scheme 1s ready for them.
Several trunk roads in this District are
out of order, chief among them being
one from Madura to Tiruppatur leading
to Karakoody and Thevakottai. There
is continuous flow of water in some part
of the year in the river Vyga after the
introduction of the Periyar works and so
some bridges are necessary. All these
important works are delayed for want
of fands.

Now plague is threatening at
our doors. QOur Municipality has no
funds to make all the necessary arrange-
meunts to meet the plagae.

Your Excellency will see the
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necessity to improve the sanitation of
this large city at such a critical time as
this when we hear the rumours of
plague everywhere.

4. Your Excellency may also con-
sider, whether the rents which Govern-
ment can get fro‘n‘l'igs officers according
to the Rules will be entirely out of pro-
portion to the capital cost proposed to be
laid out on the buildings. This, the me-
morialists humbly beg to state, will entail

another source of loss on GGovernment.

5. We farther beg to bring to Your
Excellepcy’s notice that the site on which
the present quarters of European Gentle-
men are situated is far benter* and more
healthy than the place seldtted  for the
new buildings.

The race course where new build-
ings are to be constructed is liable to perio-
.dical outbreak of fever owing to its being
exposed to the malarious winds blowing
from the Alagar Covil Hills and from the
Periyar affected and newly opened paddy
fields. Here Your Excelléncy’s memoria-
lists humbly Beg to state that these new
paddy fields never existed when the
_scheme to build the new quarters was
proposed. The race course where new
buildings are to be constructed is also unfit
for human habitation, during the festivals
of Alagar temple when large crowds use |
to congregate on the race course and
pollute the place and air to the great m-
convenience of the European Gentlemen.

6. In these circumstances, Y.our
Excellency’s humble memort: alists” most )
respectfully beg that Your Fixeolleney,
will be pleased to consider the undesit-
ability of incurring a lurge vutlay ou e
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a > BQr.this act of charity’ and benevolence, Your Excollency’s most humble
memorialists shall ever pray.
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