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G.0., No. 350, 18th March 1899,

MARCH,

Bills—Legislative.

Communicating to the departments of the Secretariat letter from the Government of India
iving certain instructions to be observed by Local Governments and Administrations in
submitting their reports on draft Legislative Bills,
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o Public (189 /) Department
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT, (

Reap—the following paper :— (N

From H. W. C. CARNDUFF, Fsq., Officiating Seccretary to the Government of "\
India, Legislative Department, to the Chicf Secretary to the Government of
Madras, dated Calcutta, 9th March 1899, No. 547. \[‘V

I am directed to address you regarding the practice okserved by Local Govern- —

ments and Administrations ip submitting their reports on Bills introduced in the Iy l $
Sy e . om M L
Legislative Council of the Governor. General and circulated for opinion. l(é X ( ;0

2. In such cases it is the practice of some Local Governments to consult large OC:*&( 2
) i €M -

numbers of officers and others, and to forward, with little or no comment, all the
replies rece.we(_', Irrespectively of whether or not they contain any useful ecriticism. Or der
The result is either that valuable opinions are in danger of being lost in the mass of

papers before the Governor-General in Council and Select Committees, and may in ?{ ho 3 S y/g" 3'—’5;'

consequence not receive the attention they deserve; or that an enormous labour is
devolved upon the officers of the Supreme Government in sifting the voluminous

mater@al pluced before them. [ am, therefore, to say that, although a Local Govern- N

ment 18, as a general rule, free to consult as many persons as it thinks fit, it appears

to the Government of Tndia that more diserimination in this connection might perhaps ’éMMCQ, éfct 4. y

be exercised, and that none of the opinions elicited should be transmitted unless they e
either are concurred in or contain matter which is deemed worthy of notice and con- ,&. — -

sideration. In no case, for example, thould the reply of an officer be forwarded who ”’/4"""4"4“‘“ < W %M{Z;;L'd/[
states that he has no remarks to offer on the subject of the measure before (ouncil, -
while, where a person consulted indicates approval in general terms, the Local Gov- 4

ernment might simply report the fact in its letter without enclosing any copy of the &% jb/
/,.

2
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19-
communication to that effect,

"
8. I am to express the hope that these observations will in future be borne in /:3/( 474;7 '
mind. l[] W 19
~

-~

Orper—No. 350, Publie, dated 18th March 1899, v
Communicated to the departments of the Sccretariat. Spa"e cnpies [.‘1 .

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES, t
Chief Secretary,

SuU B_JECT.
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To all Departments of the Secretariat. v C
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