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Matters of Political or Administrative importance,

Communicating to the

from the Government of Ip
on —, or events which have exeit

I departments of the Seeretariat, for information and guidance, letter
dia regarding the prompt submission to that Government of reports
ed public interest.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 813, Public, dated 19th February 1898,

Reap—also the following paper : —

From A, H. L. FRASER, Esq., c.s.1., Officiating Se, ;Ew
) 3 GBI, ( 8 Secretary to the Government 0 ,
India (Home Department —Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Govepp
ment of Madras, dated Caleutta, 315t January 1899, No. 248. n’

I am directed to invite attention to the instructions of the Government of In
conveyed in Home Department lettor No. 1732-41, dated 24th August 1897,
reference to the prompt communication of information regarding matters of politic
or administrative importance. >

2. Some objection was taken at the time to the request contained in paragraph
of that letter, that local officers should be instructed ¢ to despateh direct to th
Government of India duplicates of the telegrams in which they report matters of
importance to the Local Government or Adninistration.”” But it was thought right
to let the experiment be tried. I am to say that experience has shown that the
advantages of this system are not so great as to lead the Government of India to insist
on maintaining it. There have been several cases in which delay has oceurred
through misunderstanding arising from the division of responsibility in respect to thi?A

matter. The Governor-General in Council is, thepefore, pleased to withdraw thi
request.

or events which have excited public interest, should be promptly communicated to
the Government of India. The matters upon which the Governme-.t of India desire
to receive the carliest possible information are—

(1) riots which involve a serious breach of the public peace ;

(2) all collisions between Europeans of all classes and N atives;

(3) outrages which have a political aspect ; _ _

(4) calamities, such as floods or earthquakes, which cause serious damage to
life or property ; and L

(6) all other cvents which have a political or administrative 1mportance.

4. It is essential that such matters should be mmmediately reported by local
officers to the Local Government or Administration ; and I am to request that instruc-
tions may be 1ssued to secure that local officers shall promptly submit such reportstb)ff
telegram. Tt is equally essential that these reports should "reach. the Governm:(l)l t l;)e
India with the lcast possible delay. His Ixcellency in Council now leaves Lo th
Local Government or Administration the duty of forwarding these frfgz:l ¥y
telegram, in the confident hope that it will be promptly and carefully perfo .
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