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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap— again the following papers :—
G-.0., No, 199, Public, dated 3rd February 1898

Assrracr.—Recording endorsement of the

Melndian: Coolio Iminigzation et Béuuiéh dnﬁﬂi();ggrément of India forwarding copy of a reprrt

G.0., No. 128, Public, dated 81st January 1899

AsstrACT.—Recording endorsement
3=, Dooul © boamite tonort fer Tt Cg(f)lizhf Government of India forwarding copy of

mmigration into Réunion for the year 1897.

Reap—also the following paper : —

Endoréement Of the G‘O vernment of I 1a e o
) ’ nd D 1
t ( i f ), 4 i , ]Stl ’ partment of 'Rev‘ex{ue /a‘l,]_d Acl’lcul-
g n NOiember 1899, IJO. Z ;2 () O'J..

——

Read—the following papers :—

From C. W. BENNETT, Es :
: q., Her Majesty’s (! .
lency the Vicero an,dG J 'y onsul at Réunion, to His Excel-
1899, No. 896 y overnor-General of India, dated Réuni?gn, QtﬁsA u\g(lsst

I have the honour to inclose the duplicate of a re

gration at Réunion for the year ended December 81st pi)gtglslpon Indian Goolie Immi-
b] .

The original has been forwarded to the Marquis of Salisbury

Excrosures.
Report by Mr. Consul Bennett on Indian Coolie Immigration at Réunion * 1898
- or %

The statisties furnished bv the Protector of ITmmi
fantastic than usual, and have to b e . fo? 1898 are rather m
reliabiliy. s ve to be read with a large margin of doubt as to tb(;ri?-

Such as they are, they give the following results :—

ia : decreased in 1898 by grglzngzg%spopulatmn
ke e several causes of this decrease are shown in Annex No. 1 :

of it arising from deaths which, being returned at 538 givea d el il e

thousand, somewhat higher than for the previous year, | cath:rate of 38 per

Population, Annex No. 1.
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4 As 1898 wasan exceptiouau}’ healthy year, it would have been reasonable .to

expect a lower death-rate. i g :
o n jmmigr : eturned at 15,219 : 8,781 men
3 1 Indian immigrant population 18 retur: 2 ; >
S ol s childrdh. ‘OF Lsdgaiimlt populationsgf 12,500,775 adults
(é 962 men a;]d 253 19 women) are engaged upon estates employing more than 20 men
aftd & hich hos :ita]s are maintained, 3,269 adults (1,519 men and 1,450 women) are
s im Wd n ima]lpr estates where 10 hospitals exist, or as domestic servants,
zmpk?;.g « ;)Iign par-ciéires,” &e. Two hundred and seventy deaths occurred on the
l;rZe estates, and 2683 amongst the Tudians otherwise employed.
ing roughly as 9 to 3, and the number of deaths being
6. Thodwo adnlt Gy REYE ypracticall,y equal, the death-rate on estates
would appear to be only one-third of that

amongst Indians where no hospital is maintained.
7. This proportion, however, takes no account of how the .9,669 ch?ldrep are
di tr'b.uted But as large families are desired on estates and objected to in private
is 3 it 1'.‘3 probable that more than half the children are to be found upon the large
:;:;:: ; andbin that case the proportion in favour of large estates would be even higher.
J

ars from the returns that, during 1898, only 61 Indians weve

treates(.i 111‘1: ?hlzocz%)«flfial hospitals. Of these. 49 were paid for by the different Com-
d only 12 by Pn‘mte persons. Of the 3,269 adults who should in due counise

e i an'h .n ill, to hospital at the expense of their employer, only 12 were so gent
Al Lf the’se were from large estates). Many, no doubt, were attended to at
Lo e e ‘ and infirm, but the facts, however they may be explained

e old A
hgume, an%tﬁgzﬂ‘;e{o point to what I have always maintained, t!lat whatever f_;n‘dts
awayt,)sefe and with the management of the large estates, the Indians th'(-'re are fairly
:}Z‘ﬂ loeok(:a d after, and that the main causes of complaint are always found on the
b

maller and poorer estates and among the class employed as hawlkers, domestic
8

-vants, &e.
Se”a; In Annex No. 10 I forward a copvy of a note I have addressed to the

qor of Réunion on this subject and of His Excellency’s reply, from 'Whifh it
Governor (hat the Protector’s figures were wrong, and I am asked to believe that
would appeal“ .areall 336 (not 270) on the large estates, and 202 (not 268) on the
s deatHEL : e!r?» )oriioyn est done retablie.””  The revised figures, however, read very
bl ?‘Of thle large estates, 30 to 61 per thousand roughly. I huve_alsn be.cn
favoglli? dyb - the com‘tzsy of Mousieur Delabaratz, the Manager of the Crédit Founcier
%;E)leiai wiyth accurate details of the mortality amongst engagés upon the Company’s
ostates. These figures have been very carefully drawn up, and may be relicd upon

Ciblirdbals Ol '8 total of 2,315 male adult engagls emploved during the year, there
zzcu;red 60 deaths, or an average of 25-9 per thousand.

Death-rate on estates and elsewhere.

small.

The total number of engugés
des Indians, Kaffers, Malagasv, and engagés of all races. As there was an
Beriberi during 1898, which carried off a large number of black engagés
(on three estates the Crédit Foncier lost 28 men from this d‘ls,ca.sc) ‘but.lmrdb' affected
Indians, the average mortality amongst Infllans on the Crédit Foncier Estates was
ally below 49-5 per thousand, a very creditable figure, and one hardly higher thun
rz t for France. Tt is in striking contrast to the 82 per thousand reduced to 2 per
it d from the Protector’s returns for engagists, who have no hospitals.

10. T have addressed a seeond note to the Governor on this point, and annex
of it as well as His Excellency’s reply. The figures are now altered again,
8 €opy this time 303 deaths on the large estates, 75 on the small, and the I'emmnd.cr
l{%gliré knocked off as returned in error, having really occurred amongst peris-
: - oives and other ex-immigrant classes. It is useless to pursue the question any
monil as a cursory examination of last year’s returns and this year only leads to the
fi‘ilséo::;‘y of fresh discrepancies in these amended and re-amended figures, and a

record of frightful mortality, 80 per cent., amongst the permissionaire class.

_ The actual male adult population is 8,781, or only less by 38 than last year,
hiclll lwould apparently point to a remarkably small infant mortality, as the passage
:vf boys to men in 1598 could hardly have made up the waste caused by the loss of

900 souls.
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12. But it is almost useless to try to formulate facts from statistics which are

Vide Annox No. 10. mainly guess work. In the Annuaire de

. la Réunion for 1899, for instance, a semi-
Government publication, the Indian engagé population is returned at men 8,024,

women 3,219, and children 1,716, or a total of only 12,956.

13. The return of general Indian population is very misleading. It only includes
persons who are acknowledged by the Local Authorities to the British, and excludes

all the children of the second generation who are now claimed as French under the
French Nationality law of 1889. The figures wight easily be

increased by from 20 to
30,000 to be anywhere near the actual total of Indian popula

tion.

14. Two hundred and forty-eight Indians were condemned before the higher
B bink: - Wy T o courts during the year. The aggregate
: fines amounted to franes 362, and costs
to 1418-90 francs, a slightly better report than for 1897.

The chief charges were—

: 6 for abuse of confidence.
10 for robbery. 3 for drunkenness.

10 for theft of erops. 1 for murder.

22 for assault. l 3 for receiving,

15. The sentences varied from one day to ten years

murder, arson and assault. One was also sentenced for v
equivalent to a life sentence.

94 for vagabondage. l

on an Indian found guilty of
agabondge “3 la rélégation

16. A very slight improvement is to be recorded in the number of sentences to
Macaian: Macadam, 576 to 728 in

. 1897, or 1 in
: 15, as against 1 in 12
population. T have already reported in m

Sorerel No Wi ((;f the total adult
espatch No.
how impossible it has been for me to obfaig anypsatisfa » O October 28, 1898,

! etion upon the re i

[ have made to the Governor of Réunion and the Proteetorr of Tmmig;;i?: t;zl(::(l)
sending Indians to Macadam. It is the blackest of the blots which defile the whole
immigration system.

17. The system as worked by the Tuges de Paix is very arbitrary
travesty of justice: ¢ You have been insolent to your master ? ¢ N,

and is a mera
master says you have. Ten days’ atelier de discipline.”

f No Sir.” Your
Bring on the next prisoner.
18. The Juges de Paix are never free agents

Standing of Juges de Paix.
Brunet, Deputy for Réunion, presides over

in the dock. 1le has been condemned quite lately by the Police Correctionelle at
St. Denis for public brawling ; he has been implicated in several shady transactions

and in some crimes, but he administers justiee, although the Press has repeated] 5
lished damaging articles against him. "Where : peatedly pub

_ there is no Juge de Paix the Mayor or
Deputy Mayor takes his place. If a certain amount of rough justice may be l}md at
times from a Juge de Paix, it can hardly (

by be expected from a man who. if
himself, is closely connected with planters. : PR I

19. Two hundred and forty-seven commut
2388:05 francs, and 329 worked out their sent

» and many of them are men of very
low character. One recently appointed
at St. Benoit, a cousin of Mr. Louis
a Court where he has frequently figured

ed their time by money payments of
ences.

20. The return of masters prosecuted shows the usual unsatisfae
Out of eleven prosecutions, seven were * affaires classées ”
was granted ; one was carried to a successful issue, one partiall $ bei
: . Ssue, partially so, an employé bein
{ilxllec}i 1? francsil for assauﬁ;mg an Indian, and in two cases paymen;; was ofdezed. 11g1
© lirst case, however, the master is said to be indigent and fo have no goods to ]
upon. The eleventh ended in the I ~ ciskmah 4

; ‘he : Indian getting six months’ imprisonment for
“ dénonciation calomnieuse.” I went ver

carefully into the last d :
that the man only had what he deserve dy y e last case, and am convinced

.

tory features.
» and no further information
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. i without an
W ular rascal, and had previously accused his master, itho ¥
He was a reg ¢

id whatever, of having murdered a Kaftir. 1 his master really did thrash him,
evidence )

one can hardly wonder at i 921. Of the 6,003 engagements passed,

Re-cngagements. Annex No. b. 4,925 re-engaged with the same master.

i i > resents no unusual features,
99. The roll of complaints laid at the t(l;gn:lcl)zte i lll)teresting poinll; broughtl i
Anuex No. 7. being the illegality of the compulsory
¢ children born in the Island of lndian Flmm}grants‘, ?s-bPOIHtedI‘;u:sli
engagement ol ¢ 97 of October 19, 1508, to the Marquis of Salisbury. ; \
i Qe dothe knowledge that I can use 1t has enabled me to settle mfoy‘e
owerful Weal)on,n?nt srily with the Protector. At th}% same time, a 'g‘eneratlhuse of it
than one case satis tdtf (img;edi'dte ruin of every planter in the 1slaud). éyvo"({( %II' cas{fg’
would bring Z.lboutt eAroula.pin No. 72, and Narayanasammy Pala m'cnl 3 to. =
that of ?avglgl):lrg Illlpon Freucl: justice, und the spirit in which any complaints made
throw a lurid gl _

by Indians are examined.

93. A return of complaints according
Annex No. 8.

to their nature is annexed.

i i hich
i different Syndicates, numbered 93, of w
24. The complaints e o only Séywere fouj’ld to be true. 1 forward
in Annex No. 11 copy of a nOt?i 1§ a%drehs-
1 vari i : ted with these complaints, and as to the
otector on various points con nec ese i
sed to 1hie Pxfd :o be untrue, together with a copy of his reply ; but as no.name}at of
nuﬂ_lber ou sters are recorded, and no particulars of complaints are gl'Vf:‘Il:ll 13
‘Indxan_sbf{f ‘tﬁamare any useful comments, The table of percentages, horvgavex, 1}1«. dus~elt
}mpo;ﬂnotf; 1s sugoestive in many ways of the manner in which complaints are dea
e A A o T
with by ditferent Syndies. : : T REE
5 duni ia sem to take kindly to the marriage tie..
s e Seemten marriages were solemnized before the
Marriages. Mayor in 1398. Nine ‘gctwe;an Inx(-l(ill:ll:
d one between Indiun and Créole. No doubt many molre Wlere celebrated acco g
: - reCOENiz wgal,
?2 Indian rites, but such murriages are nob 1ccug_mtée:1‘ as ; fpired i
: o ' repatriate time-ex > )
26. Complaints as to waut of care to 1(3(;3)0116&161'6d N gy e
soon as plague in Mauritius has ended,ba.
o 1 5 1 0 o 3 e
further small convoy will be sent away, OF before, if suitable arrangements can
made.

Complaints at Syndicates. Annex No. 9.

Repatriation.

97. Five deaths from suici.de and
two from aceident were recorded in 1893.

infirm are maintai in Colonial
1di i d 37 aced and infirm are amt_dm.ed in Co
e e olnstitutions, and 9 lunatics in the Asylum
i Ty at St. Paul.

SR ; : d
now 1,190 permissionaires in the Colony, of whom 1,386 are o
s P ’ 4 immigrants, 36 new permits having been
issued in 1898. The conditions ll]).ild:r
] i i i i y d man is unable to
i ermits are issued still remain very strict, gnd many a goo 1 >
Wh:flg ?hem. Too much power is left to the Police who, after all, h}a:w, thc';:;‘3 casting
:r?)(i:e . a bad note from a Policeman, whether justified or not, decides the matter.
‘|

20. There is not much to add in the way of general remarks. Immigration is in

Suicider, ete.

Permissionaires.

. transition stage, and the planters are waiting to see whether immigration will be
a‘ - -

: d. el . 2
l‘ene“; Qo far as I can ascertain, the whole planting mtgr%s}:l most eart fgeit(liyad:isnl;:
e jeet, an ave not fou
y lanters have spoken to me ou the subject, and | i :
4 %f{;ﬂoainst the renewal on the terms proposed. They may n?t z:lli[lllliclal (11:}1:
onme ;Vgement? but they all acquicsce, as the{l c&till get no l%gouligtﬁﬁ hape
2 7 hed without suceess. 3 '
foaes market has been searched wi a
hi‘c’):;ﬁ lt)as?(;:;zll labour prices ruling in the Transvaal. Without a fresh labour supply
L &) t o

the island 1s ruined. 9

4
1
|

e 7 L e e
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32. On the other hand, in g :
opinions of Mr.  fonlin Syornment circles whicl faintly re
T%e Iocai) inffu gfci\lz(i)lflé,t hthedfeehqg 18 hostile, most undoublte(()jllﬂry h;:ﬁtl}trcﬂect tlfe
* fonotionnaire ” must Pleaze t?]pll]t;es i R keep h}is pl :c((_j’ Oﬁﬂ’]ewul'

o the Deputy, If p¢ ace, a hfupjon
lﬁgsﬁgri,ss;o;:; (;1;1 ;l:;)tﬁr iu,t hwﬂl be dismissed o re“czillsg. h?f?%vef‘nor or be he a dgor-
instance of this, Alélﬁef (;3 léeare_r to act as he pleases. Aef;?v t(ilevl)eputy’s good
The employé was neglioe te' qrvice has an employ¢ wiy I8 a creat °ys 280 I had an
he was finsd. - A o “g Wi eI;c Sl::fhls work and warneq Phis s fff;nezle l:‘re of Mr. Brunet,

; = terw. ¢ ! 'as 1
to interfere with the employé. Hea:gfdthe Chef received g Grivati Y &Iﬁé}t}e}aﬁh ::]no(i
o

as he me he dareqd . st
would not be supported, and woulq lose his ngtt Gzﬁigplré}zx?litlttthls interference,
st 10 a pension. [p

3 (3: ] - i t

employé, but others profit from the ; i
m 7 i
of hand. A score of such exannpllesmuUlth At hls whijie department has 8ot out

: : might }
against Dr. Mahé is another case iy, point, B be quoted, and. th recent complaing

Consequently, so long as Mr. ge Mah¢ remaj

whatever exists of any help towards ns of the same

. renewal of imm: ome s ame opinion, n
circles here. Mr. de Mahé does not A Hnmigration coming f"(l))m Go;erglgxi)‘ﬁf

black vote and the most : :
ez piibe corrupt briberv 5 o € was i 5
socialism, assured his eloctors tlfat tlfébl?lraék ra > raised the cry of eol%aur;le;r;);]if Ll
; 3 Hed

that, if he had a daughter, he would only let hgi I‘;:irt;"z Ii;’tlce l({)f the future, au( added
ack man,

care about Réunion
: the Deputies are
own Colony are,
orm, the measyre

opposed to this measure, They know what 1

We will vote against it,” And i
. SU 1L, nd if the Min;
18 lost and may be the Ministry Wi]llgall,mmter dare t

secure the ratification of the Conventi B 5
i ; .onvent
I do not believe the laws will ever bem(?i‘sc sy 5 hersonall
pers ¥

Chamberg,

36. The only other item of j
: int i
;ncapable Protector, has been recallzl(.ieszt;utr(r)ma)id'llvs
e Boucheﬁ, of whom nothing appears to ik
that he will be an Improvement on hjs P

0T, the present

be known here, [t ; ¥ Monsieyy
18 to be hOped, however,

: AnvEx No, 1.
NCREASE and decrease of Indian Immigrant Populati
ion

dln'ing 1898,

Population on 31st December 1897

Births in 1897 AR
Freed from engagement— : g ! "
; 5 Ltl}e%om% Permissionaire :
+ naer degree of 31st March 188 i ¥ o 2 =
3, C].nldren §§ second gen:rﬁioilssl A & y s b 3 15 *
4. Dispenges d’engagement % ¥4 > 1 2 g .
6. Left for Mauritivg S i St s - 0 | :
R e e e T i :
i e ok B L T TR R S 3 | ;i
.. . .. . > i 9:-) :
G 538 ’ ¢
T | — 9, 16,121
utal population on 81st December 1893 J
et A BT s T~ T 27 15,219_
B e
—

-t

-~ 9
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Ax~ex No. 2,
T..turxs of General Indian Population, 1898.
Class Men. l Women. ‘ Children. Total.
8,781 3,769 s 12,5650
Under contract oo 3 3 :7 " 2,669 2,669
i f ditto not engage: o .- e ' s 13 675
gll’lclllg;:::és holding permis ut 10 francs each .. ot . < _ 813
10. Permis gmdt-mtei L . . . e 3 28 100
{ Dispenses d’engagem ., . .. o I 104
FreeD(indiana Zuuc old lmwigram) paying 50—500
francs.
16,709
-
-
AxxEx No. 3.
Rerorss of Masters and Indians condemned by Courts during 1898.
SRR el Mt e
l Indians. Masters. Fines. ‘ Costs.
Courts. | |
4 : 248 12 fined 15 36200 1,418:90
Dofore higher Courts .. s eE f fmmsé
.. Juge de Paix shEanyn th 576 2,388-05 1
- g‘:, Macadam . i | —- :
= l 2,750-05 1,418-90
) g i 1 Bl e o
Axxex No. 4.
NoanaL Roll of Masters prosecuted in 1R98.
o s AP RS, R At whose
i of complaint. request Result.
Name of Master. Name of Indian. Nature B prosecuted.
nths’ wages .. | Consul ., «« | Payment ordered, but not
Baxane Acbar .. 34 mo okl s ,

G. Abadie, St. Denis
Assanlted by master, | Protector Affaire claseée.
and locked up on

Kesswin, Verin ..
estate for a month.

G. Robert, St. Marie ..

oy wava- | Assault by an em- Do.
Ramajoulin  Rangaya .
Rervgues, 5. Sumame) Bl o
Moutan Sinin Do. Do.
. Barbot, Bt. André .. | Mov ?
R. Barbot, ; Narayanasammy Paladi- | Assault uj)gl Ilocked Consul .,
L. Gauche, St. André .. |+ i up in hospital.

D. de Vaulcomte Bras | Pakivirana Veleroumou-
. ton.
Panon. R 2
: - | Assanlt by master ,, | Consal ., Non-suited and Indian
Mor: St. Benoit Narayapin Moutousam condemned to six months
orange, my. for dénonciation calom-
nieuase.

Aﬁfaire classée, See F.O.
o

Two children illegal- | Protector «» | Children given up.
ly retained.

Assault Ly employé. | Do. Affuire classée.

Virasamy Moutouvirin.

t. Benoit -«
Morange, S e ] Do Protector ra szlelzm . aoquiiitt:g and
4 Allamelle % ) | iy A
Lefevre an franes.

Beaufond, Crédit Fon-

3 ial.
cier Colonia Payment ordered.

Onpe year’s wages ..

Samou Moutien .. .

i boury Vingadasam-
R. Itobert, Possession .- V:J}; oury

8t. Leu
A. Belmas, Affair classée.

Assault by master ,. | Consul ..

e
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Axnex No. 5.

Rerurss of Indians engaged or re-engaged during 1898, showing amount of bounty received.

Totals.

Engagements with bounty. | Engagements without.
Engagements. Bounty paid.

4,764 1,239

6,003 f. 158,214:70

Axxex No. 6.

TasrE showing taxes, &c., levied upon Indian immigrants and by whom paid in 1898

Nature of tax. Rate per head. Payable by Total amount, Eaciche
Poll tax .. e e . . ; i
Engagement tax .. s -'e ggg s || fpdian L 66,025:00 | Low estin at
Permis deo 6¢j & fr. | Master v 36,00000 | o

jour % e e 10—500 fr. | Indian Not o ?70,000
gq{g::gl; xggﬁ:tys e o v . 250 fr, Do, o b g;;g?éo At least

o .o .o e vens Do. Y P Gha
Costs A .o o o e L 862:00 | % lab
e Do, v 1,418:90 |at Maz:;aﬁ.ns A

——

Axvex No. 7.
Rovr of Complaints at Consulate for 1898,

Separate Inclosure.

* —

Anxex No. 8,

Anavysis of Complaints preferred at Consulate during 1898

? \
Nature of complaint. Founded. | Unfounded, Total Remark
. marks,
Ll g D
Overwork ., . F 1

5 TR e A : 5
Engagement over ., . . & + i
Cutting wa . e o : "
Medical treatment ., .. | i’y 2 .
gVa.ges over-due ., 3 o 6 li 18
undry IR el 24 19 ig
Total ., 44 58 102

e o g iy

A
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A

C'OMPLAINTS brought before the Syndics by Indian Tmmigrants in 1897.

St. Denis, | Bt. Marie. Snzgtﬁ.na. 8t. André. | Bras Panon. | St. Benoit. 8t. Rose.
Nature of : 5 3 » = -
cowplaint. b 3 . K < = - E e it 5 3 3 :g
D @ 7] = ) =} D
5 5 -t g b= g = g o s o = o 5
g | =< g | 2 g | < 5 | 2 2 g 2 g | S
° = o R o A o A ° = ° | o
= =] == = = =} L =} <] — Fxy (=} = =]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 s R T b S0 o e A R TR (BT
Claims for wages .. 5 b4k Rt 6 e f 1 1 44 . 1 1
for rations. @ .. e 1 oo e . A Si . a . 3
o 1 o) CERE 1 % 3 =
Overwork: .. ¥ e X 2 8 - : : ;
Assanlt, &e. o . 1 e - g : i i
Medical treatment . e e 1 1 & i 1 2
Sandry T e 2 1 e 3 2 3 A s 1 2
TPotul - 5% i 5 47 13 9 7 5 3 1 6 1
8t. Joseph, | St, Pierre. St. Louis. St. Leu. St. Paul. Porsession, Total,
3 j 3 = o L] =
ture of ; B - B : g Y 54 : o4 ! 2 : g
compluint. gulrer 21 T gk 3 30 e 2] SabEall
= g o = = = = o =) =] = = q
= = a (=} = o = o o = ié 2 g 5
5 H B R o B it 8 & g 5 By s o
LR Lot VL - g 8 I S e AR R e e 1 i 1
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
, 1 3 3 11 18
Claims for wages .. o 1 2 1 3 3
) rations. . o 2 2 2 g 2 & 1 ¥ s g g
Overwork 1 i b i 4 vis . = . ? 5
Assault, &e. o v 1 2 e e "o o . e ..1 e e - -
Medical treatment . o va - ¢4 . ¥ s w4 ol s
Sundry .. e 3 o 1 s 1 1 10 13
Potal: . 4 3 6 i 5 2 1 2 i b £ 4 35 58

———

From C. W. BENNETT, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Reunion, to the Protector
of Immigrants, at Reunion, dated Reunion, the 29th May 1899, No. 9.

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 49 of the 2ith
instant, and to thank you for the valuable statistics you have been kind enough to
send me regarding Indian Immigration in 1898.

I would now ask you to be so courteous as to give me the following information
arising out of these statistics:—

Paragraph No. 1.—Although the number of Indians under engagement is
returned at 8,781 men and 3,769 women, the number of births is, in 1898, returned at
the unusually low figure of 55. Probably the birth-rate excludes that of children of
the second generation. This, however, seems doubtful, as in the following lines
deductions for children of the second generation are made.

Can you give me roughly the number of births of children of the second
generation which are, I presume, entered in the Matricule Générale ?

Can you inform me approximately, if not accurately, how many of the engagés

81 (1) arrived from India ;

(2) born here.
Etat Annex No. 1.
Do the 129 complaints received by the Syndics include those forwarded by the
Consulate ? : ; :
I inclose a table I have drawn up as to relation of Syndical complaints to
population, which is rather striking. h
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for 1898 is returned at 538 ; and as regards the actual rate
of 33 per thousand, no remarks need be specially made. But of the 638 deaths, 270
occurred on estates where there were estate hospitals, and 968 amongst engagistes who
have no hospitals. Comparing the two adult populations, we find one Indian dying on
a large estate to three elsewhere.

Also, in 1898, whilst there were 268 deaths on estates, &e., where no hospitals
are maintained, only 12 Indians were sent to the Colonial hospitals at the expense of

their masters.

No doubt many were at
proportion is extremely high,
with any explanation possible.

It would"appear that Indians are not car
that is found to be the case, it would be we
possible other engagements.

In making the foregoing comparison I have taken no account of children or of
child deaths. Probably indeed there are more children on the estates than in the
other class, and the child mortality ought to be nearly the same everywhere.

The total death-rate

tended to at home and many were old and infirm, but the
and 1 trust Yowr Excellency will kindly furnish me

od for unless upon big estates ; and if
1, perhaps, to discourage as much as

LACOURT, Protector at St. Denis of Emigrants, to Her

Majesty’s (Consul at St. Denis, dated 20th June 1899, No. 72.
T.es observations que vous avez faites par lettre du 90 Mai dernier, No. 9, sur les
renseignements fournis par le Service pour votre statistique annuelle ont néeessité des
t ’objet de votre critique.

recherches minutieuses en yue de vérifier ceux qui ont fai :
;ement d’un convol d’Immigrants & la (Grande

(Vest cette raison

Comore qui ne m’ont pas permis de vous I pondre plus tot.

J’ai ’honneur de vous en faire connaitre le résultat suivant Pordre de vos obser-

vations.
Paragraph

ordinairement b

vous le pensez av
que vous signalez com

parmi les sorties.
Co sont, en effet,

From Mons. MARTIN DE F

1.—Dans le chiffre des naissances pour 1898 que vous trouvez extra-
as, celui des enfants de la seconde génération n’est pas compris comme
ec juste raison. La déduction des quatre enfants de cette catégorie
me devant étre une contradiction dans ce cas, figure justement

des enfants considérés A tort comme immigrants et, soumis X

’engagement qu’on a radiés des matricules.
Paragraph 2.—1Les naissances d’enfants de deuxidme génération sont en partie

inscrites, a la Matricule Générale pour compléter le groupe familial et & titre seule-
ment de renseignements, lorsque les parents sont encore immigrants. Outre que ce
serait tout & fait incomplet, il ne cerait méme pas possible & moins d'un travail de
depouillement considérable de vous donner un & peu pres.

Paragraph
fait de distinetion a
regrette de ne pouvo

Paragraph 4.——Des.139 plaintes reques par les Syndiecs, 9 viennent du Conslat
lesquelles ont ¢té transmises au Panjquet, .’al examiné avee tout intérét qu’il mérite le
table au joint » votre lettre et qui fétabht le rapport existant entre le nombre des
plaintes portées aux Syndics et le chiffre, de Deffectif de chacun des bureaux.

Notant qu’une seule plainte a été reconnue fondée pendant 'année dans les quatre
gous (syndicats) ce qui Qoame le méme résultat que 'année derniére vous faites remar-
quer que les Syndics délégués de Bras Panon et de St. Marie avaient cessé leurs
fonctions. Ces deux bureaux, en effet, ont été supprimés pour une cause que vous

ler Janvier au 18 Juin. Mais les écritures en ayant été tenues distine-

connaissez du . j )
scment cette suppression de pris de six mois n’a nullement influé sur le nombre de

plaintes fondées ou non fondées.

3.—Pour la méme raison que ci-dessus et parcequ’il n’a jamais été
la Matricule entre les indiens arrivés de ’Inde et ceux nés ici, je
ir pas vous fournir ce renseignement méme approximativement,;
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Vous partez ensuite de ce principe, Monsieur le consul, que la moralité de I’Indien
étant A peu prés la méme dans toute 1'Ile, il ne se comprend

pas qu’il y ait en plus de
plaintes ici que la, et quiln’y en ait pas eu de fondées & Ste_. Marie, ni & Ste. Suzanne,
en égard & la proportion de chaque effectif, surtout & St. Pierre qui ne figure que pour
six non fondeés.

Je n’ai pu que vous donner les chiffres relevés sur les regis
syndics conformes, du reste, aux états mensuels qu’ils en ont envoyés. 8ivous constatez
des différences en plus ou en moins en comparant les chiffres des divers quartiers entre
eux, et aussi qu’il y a eu ab§ence de pla.intgs fonddes Qans plusieurs alors qu’ailleurs
il y en a eu plus d’une, j’estime que cela tient & des circonstances fortuites mdépen-
dantes de la moralité & part les cas exce

ptionnels d’engagistes aux prises avec les
besoins d’argent, sur qui le service exerce une surveillance trés active, *

tres de plaintes des-

En ce qui concerne la reflexion par laquelle vous terminez, au sujet de la
“Possession” il n'y a pas d’erreur.

(e quartier figure sur l’annexe No. 1 pour
aucune plainte tandis que sur Pannexe No. 2 une plainte est porteé. La raison en est

que sur ce premier état ne sont inscrites que les plaintes porteds aux Syndies et
solutionnées par eux et que sur le 2e ce son

< S t seulement celles transmises au Parquet
et dont la sloution lin appartient,

——

From His xcellency EDOUARD PETIT, Governor of S,

: _ Denis, to Her Majesty’s
Consul at St. Denis, dated 20th June 1899, No. 267.

J’ai 'honneur de vous aceuser réception de votre lettre en date du 4 Juin courant,
No. 40, concernant la statistique de 'Immigration Indienue, pour 1898, dont Monsicur
le Protecteur des Immigrants vous a fait envoi.

Voici les explications que me paraissent comporter les points que vous voulez
bienme signaler, d’aprés des renseignements que vient de me donner le service de
I'Immigration.

Tout d’abord, vous constatez la différence qui existe entre le ch
lation immigrante Indienne aceusé, pour 1898, par I’ Annuaire de la Colonie, et qui est
de 12,956, et celui qui vous est donné dans le questionnaire pour le méme personnel
au 31 Decembre 1898 qui est de 15,219, et vous demandez lequel il faut prendre.

Le chiffre de I’Annuaire 12,956 n’est pas exact. ILa vérifieation en a ¢té
demandée par le Service compétent,

mandée . _mais n’a pu étre faite & temps, les feuilles étant
déjd imprimées,  La différence provient de ce que le chiffre de I Annuaire, pris dans

le courant de I’année, 1’a été sur les reunsei yndies donnant les effeotifs

de leur circonseription, & la fin de chaque trimestre, en ce qui concerne les immigrants
présents, tandis que le dernier chiffre fourni au 3

L ; : € 1 .1 Decembre, et qui est celui do
questionnaire, reltve la situation de tous ceux qui figurent sur leg cadres, y
eeux qui, ayant terminé, ne se sont pas présentds i
temps, de ceux condamnés et d’autres ne comptant

C’est bien le total du questionnaire, soit 15,219 qu'il yalieu de considérer
comme bon. .

iffire de la popu-

En ce qui concerne la proportion que vous voulez établir
respectif de chacune des deux catégories,
des petits propriétaires et celui des déces parmi les engagés des grands propriétaires,
pour en tirer cette conclusion que, la mortalité &tant plus grande chez les petits pro-
Ppriétaires, ‘il serait peut étre bon de faciliter, le moins possible, d’autre engagements
a leur profit,” je dois vous

faire connaitre le résultat de la vérification & laquelle le
Bureau Central de I’

Immigration a di procéder par mon ordre, & la suite de vos
observations, '

: par rapport au nombre
entre le chiffre des déebs parmi les engagés

Les chiffres de 270 décds survenus sur des propriétés ot il y a des hépitaux et
de 268 chez les engagistes qui n'en ont point, lesquels forment le total de 538, ont été

13
i e /

done rétablie.
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20 No. 1273, Pusric, 13ta Novemsrr 1899,

Ehe No. 826, dated Simla, 5th September 1899,

Office Memorandum from the Private Secretary to the Viceroy.

Transferred, for disposal, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the
Revenue and Agrlcultural Department,

No reply has been sent to the enclosed.

—

Endorsement—No. 2172—65-1, dated 1st November 1899.
Forwarded to the Government of Madras,

for information, in continuati £
endorsement No. 154—74-1, dated 20th Ja.nuary 1899. 2 i

(By order.)

(Signed) E. MACONOCHIE,
Under Secy. to the Govt, of India,

— —

/(-/j/ &“3/23¥&7ﬂ“ s ?,WL Q/W |
Order\/y* /27317/3 £- X ﬂw:dww
m,

OrpEr—No. 1273, Publie, dated 13th November 1899,

Recorded in continuation of G.0., No. 128, Public, dated 31st J anuary 1899.

(True Extract.)

G. STOKFE ES,
Chief Secretary

5 ,'( -’
L No. &/ 7'L/ 687~/
03% Ao /2))/)4/&“‘@32/?7

To the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue).

,»»  Protector of Emigrants. :

,,  Dritish Consular Agent, Pondicherry and Karikal.
Editors’ Table.

Dated | — /1= 45
 Received $~- [i-9 g
Registered 61~ 59

Enelosures mA

Spare copies.
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