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MYSORE UNDER THE WODEYERS.

e

historical outline of the origin and growth of

HIS paper is a
é the State of Mysore ander the present dynasty up to the
time of Hyder Ali. 'This period of the history of Mysore,

is hardly touched at all in any history except Col. Wilks', who
was not in possession of the historical material now available
to the student of history. The errors he has fallen into are
cather serious but quite excusable in one who wrote so early in
the century as he did, and who obtained all the information

then possible. The publication of the volumes of inscriptions
in Mysore by Mr. Riceis likely to throw a flood of light upon
Mysore History and that of some other contemporary kingdoms.
This and the lately published works of Pradhan ‘Tirumala
Iyengar are the main authorities on which his paper rests for its

information. The History of Mysore in Kannada prose compiled

at the direction © hough not of much value

¢ His late Highness t
as a historical composition still is of good use as a corroborative
evidence O

f what is otherwise found to be the truth. It is not
as an authorit

ative composition that the following paper is given
to the public, but simply as a humble contribution which may
eventually lead to the writing of a good history of Mysore of
but be an imperfect sketch of 2 period of nearly

which this may

two centuries.
tle of Talikota, in which, the

In the epoch-mak'mg bat
Musalmans and the Hindus contended for supremacy in Southern
lete victory of the Maho-

India and which ended in the comp

medan coalition, the Emperor Rama Raja, thelast real one, fell.
His only surviving brother Zere Timmaraja fled with the wreck
of the army t0 Vijayanagar and finding it impossible to sustain

himself any longer there against the conquerors, he shifted his
capital to Ganagiri (Penkonda). Here he died leaving three
sons, Srirangd Rayeel, Rama Raja, and Venkatapathi Raya.
The division of the empire was made during the father’s life-

time 1n accordance with which, Sriranga Rayeel truled from
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Penkonda, nominally at least, the whole of the Telugu country ;
Rama Raja has for his share the Kanada
Chikka DevaRaja country with his capital at Srirangapatna ;
Vamsavali, pp. 1-16.  Vepkatapathi Raya ruled from Chandragiri
over the largest portion as would appear, zz. :
—over the Tonda, Chola, and Pandya Mandalams. But that
this rule was anything more than nominal is matter for doubt
as would appear from the sequel. As it was, however, the
Vijayanagar Empire extended from the banks of the Northern
Pennar, if not the Thunga Bhadra to Cape Comorin ; and was
divided in 1597 into the Viceroyalties of Penkonda, Ginjee,
. Tanjore, Madura, Channapatna, and Sriran-
- \;\Ixyl;’l 1’{!;;0"\ gapatna, the first one and perhaps nominally
p. 59 the whole under Sriranga Rayeel, the next
three under Venkatapathi Raya and the last

two under Rama Raja.

About this time, Sriranga Rayeel died issueless, and Rama
Raja also followed leaving Tirumal Raya, his som, a winor; so
that the whole empire devolved upon Venkatapathi Raya.
Tirumal Raya lived with his uncle, leaving at Srirangapatna as
Vice-regent Remati, Revati or Simati Venkata, the general of
Rama Raja. The Viceroys, aware of the weakness of the central
authority, bore the yoke rather lightly and waited for an oppor-
tunity to shake it off when an incident happened to accelerate the
natural tendencies to disruption. This incident is reported as
follows by Pradhan Tirumala Iyengar who lived in the latter
half of the seventeenth and the earlier half of the eighteenth
centuries, occupying all along a commanding positicn in the
courts of successive rulers of Mysore : “The Madura, Naik re-
volted and Venkatapathi Raya sent his nephew (probably now a

. : Map'or) to put down the revoit. Instead of
V(l::]l:ll)l’{akl:gsl\l’% 5:3: dO}xlg thi:‘;, his plain duty, Tirumala Raya re-

ceived bribes from the rebellious satrap and
marched with all his army to Srirangapatna, thereby bringing
Chikka Deva Raja Ol himself a deserved retribution and showing
Vé\msa\'ali, pp. 1— to on-lookers the hollowness of the empire.”
i It was under these circumstances that there
arose a particularly clever ruler in Mysore who turned them all
to his advantage and laid the foundation of the present Mysore
State. :

We shall now proceed to enquire who this personage was and
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what his position. There seems to have been in use in the territory
of Mysore (and even outside it), ever since the dawn of history,
the designation of Wodeyers signifying a certain feudal status.
What the amount of the land was, the possession of which gave
this honorific title to the possessor, is very hard to determine now.
There have been Wodeyers wlicse possessions varied from a
~ village or two to thirty or forty. The Wodeyer
V‘;:“;‘;:‘?qll):;’a Raid  of Karoogahally owns himself master of only
one village ; and Raja Wodeyer of Mysore at
about the same time was lord of twenty-three villages. But the
33 villages ac- term Wodeyer is also largely used in another
cording _to “f“ksi. sense being simply equivalent to ‘lord.” This
‘i;;‘iiie,ljé?t?r,’p z‘i, is the term used in addressing priests among
fogt-oote): the Lingayvets. It may be a combination of
both when applied to the members of the ruling family. But
Vadu Ravya is said to have been requested by his wife to assume
this title as a mark of gratitude to a Lingayet priest who helped
him in taking possession of Mysore from the
usurper Dalawayi Maranayaka. Whatever may
be the value of this story, the title seems to
have retained both the above meanings as applied to the Mysore
family.

This family traces its desceut from a certain Yadu Raya who
is believed to have reigned from 1399 to 1423. He is said to
have come to this province from Dwarka. The object of his
journey to Mysore with his brother Krishna, is differently given
by different authorities ; some giving the worship of God Nara-
vana of Melukote as the object, and others that of the Goddess

. Chamundi of the Mysore Hill. Whatever the
to ’tl'-:]cl;:(lze“s:;;:: motive of these brothers, they appear to have
from the author of  heey fygitive princes of the lately overthrown
copper plate No. 64 = : T 7
of Srirangapatna.  Bellala family which had its capital at Dwara-
tral:;“iaeﬁm‘:- 28¢ 23 yathi (the modern Halebede), and which elaim-

Epigraphia carna-  ed to belong to the Chandra Vamsaas well.
taka, Vol. 1,, Part 1. s y 2 v
’ But Wilks mentions them as Yadava fugitives
from the Coutt of Vijayanagar, which seems very likely. They
came to Mysore where circumstances favoured their founding a
family. Here again accounts differ, but the one given in the
Palace History looks more probable than that of Wilks. A cer-
tain Chama RajaWodeyer of Mysore died leaving behind him his
widow and an only daughter. The Dalawayi Maranayaka asstme

Palace History,
p. 16.

e,
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~ The widow

93,:tlnsch.msmry’ P- have bee1(1) “he?;)ll(:sshiel: h(ilaulghtgr 3 L
: wotld have married tl s hands. Perhaps he
given an a : 1e daugh ¢
POPularit\'Iz)lﬁza:ﬁ:fiei oflegality  fo-his usurpatignt-elr)uétm?' i
a couspir‘acv agﬂinsf. ‘;;’iflltent’;lllong S cam; toa h‘;{;“_"
the sympaﬂllv of the 111. he palace party seems to have | L
per was Uaiﬂino i .peoP . au'd the conspiracy against tl e B
his part EV hea?iinn :ﬁre“gth t-111 Yadu Raya Wa:‘. fou dle b oo
spiracy Sfadu wor gﬂ e conspiracy. Success a.tteudinn Ito play
succeeéied to her f1 t];:e ,hand of the Wodeyer's dauorhg s
i an i aﬂ er's estate: as was agreed to bef: ter and he
WOde;'er N ;’;t n‘fgotlated the treaty and here. v A
This s the hist e princes of the familyas mentince (;he e
over Mysore town an‘:;lcal f0u1.1der of the family al(l):lle} o
extent of this pigm g;few villages about it. V\,Ihat tl AT
ing now. He s:ttIZd ‘u - Wik, We have no means of <8 ach.lal
from one of his father-il;(_);:}: ::1'0:}1& an estate whiclilS(}:)eer t::::i
ik sow b5 Bt atives, and died in 1 ’

1423. Nothing is kno“‘}nm;am.a Raja Wodeyer succeegzg s
was in turn, succeeded b of this personage except hi g
year 1458. His so§ H}" G e wfd“a.me: i
throne of the little kin dm Chama Raja Wodeyer eyer in the
gdom, if we may call ita }kinﬁgendEd s
om at all,

in the €a 7 i ]
y I I4 8- ,I.jhls fuler,s son was Betad Challla Ra.a WIIOSG
Yl : reign began ill the year I 5 d th
o I3 an it is is
S

patna, No. 64, N
108, and o‘thel\r(;: f;rs.on tlfa‘t has the honourof being :
(Epigraphia Car.). e inscriptions and (:OPDer-Platesb;n;fc1 R
ext to Yadu

:

Ract theintervening et

ma Raja 1s credi s namesbemg oimiitt
o ety i P s v i
fort ot" 1\?l o .-Wﬂks with having ?ep;;:tldum_
P.18. vol. i, p. 22, is also Sa)i(slor;t till then known Puragur % télc
Al Y t!le same authority tg 1 g
Hadana, the place conque 13 (epial & Mysore, l;robabllave iy
differs from what is ad%ptza azivia(1121lT]1is account, of ():01:-': .
to agree in giving this b the authoriti se,
Raja, and Iferson three sons, Tim ?S rfi:erred
arranged, asgiizacu}jt?; ﬂ%e bald. During XE?SRE?; Is}nshna
bis i Raia. a a(;} ’ to settle Hamen Halli u e—t1n}e, he
pp, 18 and 99'Tt°"~‘" RaJ' , and Kembala upon Krishna RPf)n Timma
ja was, however, to succeed illl.a’ 'I;.imma
118 ather,

&

S

a Raja the bald, ruling after him. ‘This is probably
what is referred to by Wilks as the portion of the estqté
But it is better to regard it as a settlement only since‘ ali
the other parties appear to have been subject to the ruler at
Mysore. T'his is borne out by the settlement made at his death
chikka Deva Raja by Raj.a \\fodeyer. Before leaving Betad Cha-
);i,;,sm.an, pp. 56 ma Raja, it deserves to be mentioned that this
q- was the person who is regarded to have by
earned the title of ‘Antembara Gauda’ (the me;u of

e so and so) mentioned in the inscriptions.
succeeded in 1552 by his son Timina Raja
tament of his father. Timma Raja is

reputed 10 have acquired the undoubted and sole right to
the title of ¢Antembara Gauda’ by defeating other Wodevers
who laid claim to it likewise during a visit to Nanjanagfldu.
He followed up this victory by the conquest of Ommatur and

Sinduvalli. During his time, Mysore territory

Wilks, vol- iey P- 22 ‘
must have been very small in extent as he

Palace Historys p-
19. had to take permission of other independent

their territory to Nanjanagudu.

eded by his youngest brother Bole
o ~ Chama Raja or Chama Raja the bald. This was

Hiri Chama R&J3 - 1o doubt the wish of the father, but why his

of Wilks an 5 ;
elder brother Krishna Raja was passed over

Chama Raid
Sri apatna, 157- - : 1 1
HaNgAP 57 is mot quite clear. Canitbe that he died before

page 36
jation (Epi- Car) 1571 ? This Chama Raja then ruled for five
vears 15717 s credited by \Vilk.s with haw.’ing evaded
/ the tribute due to the Viceroy at Srirangapatna.
vol. i, pp- 22 £ 23+ It is MOV siot ten years after the battle of Tali-
i place in 1565, Lhe Viceroy is said to have
ore, and it s recorded that his Dalawayi
avati, Simati Venkata was defeat-

= .. Raja - 9
Chikka Deva (% ed and forced to cede Kottagala. This shows

Vamsﬂvali, p- 45 .
§ the viceregal Government.

i {na 5
.Z_’aq;nS; ‘.;?t‘\g:?a na e efficiency 0 :
also, Akbar had made himself almost master

About this time, : 3 ?
of Hindustan and was turning his attention to the southern side
at of disturbance and the

of the vindhyas- Mhis new eleme
ich it provoked in the Musalman POWELS of the

Dekhan gave to the furthert south comparative peace, even the
Vijayapur and Golconda princes having had to divide their
attention: It was only the imbecility of the Vijayanagar rulers

Cham

his prowess,
those that say they ar
This ruler was

according to the tes

Wodeyers to pass through
This ruler was sucee

: Remati or
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that gave these petty Wodeyvers an ropportunity for rising to
greatness. Rama Raja, the Viceroy, was dead leaving behind
him the minor Tiramal Rava mentioned above, whose treason
cost him his viceroyalty.

Bole Chama Raja left at his death four sons, Rajadhi Raja,
Betad Chama Raja, Muppin Deva Raja and
Chama Raja. Here, there is a disagreement
among the authorities which appears hard to
reconcile. There is a confusion in Wilks between Betad Wode-
ver, Timma Raja’s son, and Betad Chama Raja Wodeyer, Bole
Chama Raja's son. Wilks makes Raja Wodeyer, the son of
Timma Raja, in opposition to all the other authorities. He
is evidently wrong as there is an inscription, dated 1614 (Raja
Wodeyer died in 1617) which represents him as the son of
Dodda Chama Raja Wodeyer of Mysore. But before going to

Raja Wodeyer, we have to dispose of a Betad
Chama Raja Wodeyer who ruled for two
years (1376-78). The Palace History makes
him the eldest son of Chama Raja the bald. But the inscrip-
tions and other works referred to, make him the yvounger

# s brother of Raja Wodeyer. Wilks, on the other

hand, makes the successor of Bole Chama
Raja, a Betad Wodeyer, his nephew. He seems to be in the
right because the inscriptions and the works of Tirumala
Iyengar above referred to, make no mention of this ruler.
Besides, since both the cousins bore nearly the same name
there is room for confusion, and the short duration of the
rule of Betad Wodeyar has rather a suspicious air of forced
abdication than of voluntary retirement. The idea of a
younger brother superseding the elder to get over financial em-
barrassment or of the compulsory retirement
of the latter by the elders of the land seems
to be mnot in keeping with the traditions of
Indian rulers. The father Timma Raja having ruled, Betad
Wodeyer naturally wished to succeed him, but his uncle came in
the way with the authority of the testament above mentioned.
At his uncle’s. death, he succeeded in the absence of a previous
arrangement and was probably persuaded to retire in favour of
his cousin Raja Wodeyer onthe ground of the settlement of
Heman Halli upon his father, Mysore falling to the lot of
Chama Raja the bald. According to Wilks, there is nothing

Vide genealogical
table No. 3.

Srirangapatna, p.
36. Translation,
(Epi. Car.).

Vide Genealogi-
cal table, i, and iv.

g

e, g T S

-
{

ctad Wodeyer's quiet retirement or in hi.s accepting
the office of Dalawayi under Raja Wodeyer.

Palace HistorSs /phere is nothing worthy of mention 111 this
pp. 47 and 48.

strange in B

reign of two years. - : \
In 1578, there came to the throne of Mysore a Tuier, at mue1 _
: : B8 sy
ble :nd,politic, who laid the foundations of its greatness a
capa

isin ing vicer ralty
i ctent disintegrating VICETOYall}
consolidated to a certain exienc the g

i ja V 7 for reasons
of Srirangapatna ; this was Raja Wodeyer who,

- ven above, might be considered the eldest son of Bole‘ Flhaxlla
NP M ons The minority of Tirumal Raya of Sriranga-
e RETRP patna gave a'mple scope to the aggrandu?-
Ex;ent gf the Wodeyers generally ;‘ and Raja
Wodeyer benefited most of all. A glanceff;tlz

lists of his congquests shows that there we.re man}i po_we1: ;
ey - with him under the nominal suzerainty o
i o258 alOﬂg‘ “1 : 161 atna. These Wodeyers can be roughly
d}e- Vicﬁeri)‘ t;to&c?::?ei \px:ith respect to Raja Wodeyer- Many _of
i nected with him by marriages or otherwise; while
i Cct)ll:ers who, having suffered at his hands, kept aloof
O Od in>trigue’d at the Viceroy's court, 'l‘o. .the former
g d the Wodeyers of Kalete, Bilugula, Bilikere, Hura,
Gt 500 Hullan‘ahalli, Mugur, etc. To the lattc?r crlass

Chikka Deva R,a-jfl belonged the Wodeyers of Ammacfhavadl, L:anl-
b i A A niambadi, Talakad, Karoogahalll,. ete. Each
2 { the above two classes seems to have been 1.11de'1')enden(t1
B lways look up to the Viceroy for help asis e idence

id not a ; : - r.. Each
and‘r(lh alliances and treaties entered into mdePende“tg RS
A ;ns to have thought only of making what use
one se€

i ce-
tige of the Viceroy could afford him. At the comnzz;‘l b
and Preshf’ reign, Raja Wodeyer is said to have bee1'1 n’xas'. 1
ket RS ’twentv-three and a half ‘townships with a

8} s (a Honnu=
Chikka Deva R“‘:} revenue of three thousand Hogmus( 3
ik a rupee and a half). This territory was div

seq- acirdars each with a headquarter towit of };1‘15 or{;:s
among-ao? . lasources of revenue were, taxes derived ‘flO\I;]./ : g
e prmmpﬁler oot from war, and tributes paid by other gge-
.50 \;I\),'liltlg thesbe means, at his disposal, he1 see&s (;:y:rzve(:) ; ;ﬁ:
B e irst attacking the WO

. tm“blesome\i/}'eclegrl;t;:}ltr\; ai;rc; tletaterly un?ler some pretext or other
e :r atna gt,self. For all the conquests thus made,
e Smanbaz <ought the authority, at Jeast after conquest,

% >

Palace History,
s, 22 and 23,
: I\Vilks pl. o, 28,

he appears t0 hav
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of his suzerain. But the suzerainty was at this time divided
between the traitorous Tirumal Raya and his uncle Venkatapathi
Raya. Raja Wodeyer, in his aggressive conduct against the
Viceroy of Srirangaptna, received the moral support of Venkata-
pathi Raya, the nominal ruler of the Vijayanagar empire.
Venkatapathi Raya, at about this time, made a number of grants
sipsrnn e toRaja Wodeyer which appear to have been con-

Tiramakudlu Nar- quests rather than grants. This growth of
:E:;:‘Q‘%ﬁi‘“ﬁi‘; power and territory of the Wodever naturally
:_“;:;ah,h pp- allarmed the Viceroy at Srirangapatna who
Liilka Déva Raja tried to cauvass the death of Raja Wodeyer.

;"‘\(x‘n;ivz:{n g War was thought of, but strategems were voted
L opls » YL petter by his vassal councillors. A general
muster of the Viceregal army was ordered

under pretence of a review for the Dusserah and Raja Wodeyer
was invited to pay a friendly visit. Raja Wodeyer, in his
turn, and at the advice of his brothers, Betad Chama Raja and
peva Raja, assembled his army, having been previously
informed by his spies, of the real state of feeling at Sriranga‘-
patna. He thought it better, however, to leave

‘ac\:y;‘t;l:gl?\;%;’ t';.\e army under Betad Cbama_ Raja and paid
el seq his visit to the Viceroy with his brother Deva
Raja and a faithful body of followers. T he

Viceroy received him with apparent cordiality, having previ-
ously arranged an ambuscade to take Raja Wodeyer prisoner
while going out fora ride. But, luckily for Raja Wodeyer, a
petty incident thwarted the project. As soom as Tirumal Raya
turned his back on Raja Wodeyer's quarters, after his visit, the
Wodeyer’s attendants began, as usual on all public occasions, to
repeat his titles, among them ¢ Antembara Gauda ’ so fruitful of
quarrels in  Mysore History. 'Tirumal Raya sent word that this
one of all the titles might be given up by both parties as neither
of them: could lay claim toit asa hereditary title. This was
resented. Raja Wodeyer with his faithful retainers marched
out through the army of the Viceroy which is computed as fol-
lows. The contingents of Ballapur, Kolatala, Bangalore,
Magadi, Punganoor and other Morasa countries were twenty
elephants, two thousand horse, twenty thousand foot; of
Talakad, Yalandur, Ammachavadi, Tirukanambi and other
interior nads (states), ten elephants, five hundred horse, ten
thousand foot ; of Kalele, Belur, Keladi, and other Malnads

 —————
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(hill-states), twenty elephants, two thousand horse, twenty
thousand foot ; of Chintanakal, Chikkanayakanahalli, Batia:
vara, Basavapatna, Sira and other Beder nads (hunter
states), five elephants, five hundred horse, ten
Chikka Deva Raja  thousand foot. Rama Jaga Deva Rayeel,
;’;msa"ah’ P 2 Kerevoor Timma Naika and other ¢ Ravuta
Payakas’ (cavalry and infantry officers) sup-
plied contingent of fifteen elephants, four thousand horse,
twenty-four thousand foot. With the reserve force of thirty
elephants, three thottsand horse, thirty thousand foot, the total
runs up to hundred elephants, twelve thousand horse and one
In the states de- hundred and fourteen thonsand foot. This is
pending on Vijagit-  really napoleanic indeed to be defeated by
pur and Golcqnda . % i
e maintained Raja Wodever ! It is mot ptobable that
B e at p, Lhes Welt the actual numbers on the field;
&8, vol. i. of Wilks: Dt the above computation shows the miscella-
jeous composition of the army and what 1§ttle commniot ir&terest
they could hiave had in fighting for the Viceroy. 'The Vicetoy
resolved after due deliberation to lay siege to the fort of Kesare-
oonte and not as originally proposed to Mysore. The fitst seems
to have been, at the titne, nnfit for standing a si'eig‘e, sitnated
somewhere between Srirangapatna and Mysote. Betad Chama
Raja Wodeyer held out il a relieving force approached from
Mysore; and tlie miscellaneous Viceregal army was P“t. to
flight easily. Tirumal Raya, the Viceroy, was already meditating
flight from Siirangapatna when some of the Wodeyers who
formierly counselled the advance of the army, now persuaded him
to stand siege and encamped with their forces on the northern
side of the fort. These were again defeated by Natasa Raja, the
cldest son of Raja Wodeyer,and Tirumal Rayanow fled to Talakad
leaving his family behind. his event is gene-
rally regarded to have taken place in 1610. But
Raja Wodeyer is recorded to have received Srirangapatna as a
. grant from Venkatapathi Raya 1n 1612. .It
ra;‘;;“‘l’f;“kid‘?,‘: b, would thus appear that Raja Wodeyer obtain-
623 (actual date  ed the sanction of Venkatapathi Raya for keep-
;::: o?e(’:l;cll;s?)':‘: ing possession of what he actually congtrered.
dhavi). On the flight of Tirumal Raya, the treatment
accorded by Raja Wodeyer to the wife of the ex-Viceroy is
$ variously related. According to Tirumala
Chikka Deva Raja  Jyengar Raja Wodeyer pointed out to her the
Vamsavali,pp- 313 qoirability of accompanying her hushand and

Wilks, vol. i., P 26.

2
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provided her with an escort to go to Talakad, and this authority
calls her. Sriranganayaki. But the Palace History gives a differ-
f‘“t version which appears to be nearer to the truth The lady
is named Alamalumanga, and she went to Malan;ri after h )
husbar‘ld. Raja Wodeyer, at the instance of the prie:t of Ran e‘:
nayal'u, the Goddess, sent for some jewels belono'inc; to the‘( ‘gg
dess in the possession of the Viceroy's wife at t>thé5 time wi,tcl)l ';
vl an th'reat thz.\t the j.ewels would be taken f;om he‘r
p. 31 and 32. lé\l forc: if she did not surrender them at once
1e refused to surrender -
that th.ey were her own though she very offttinlleiltl t(;? th? SC"}:C
decoration of the Goddess. Having said this, and b .ell(lr s 'e
of her own safety, she drowned herself in a, well aetmﬁ aff&l"l
But the popular tradition is that Raja Wodeyer hound 131"‘“?3-
deatt.x for.the sake of her jewels and perhap; of herm = G
She is said to have pronounced a curse at her death Pe}::‘(’]“ ey
be renflered as follows: ““ May Malangi be no more tlw i
may.’lalaka be buried under sand ; may the Raja of \llan Phisind
no issue left.” And Raja Wodeyer 'is believed to il )‘S e
his fczur grown-up sons on account of this. Itis cust: e
now }:x:l the royal family to perform an expiatory cer;amgi]afi: ‘;11
e e
A st it would appear that, whatever might hav
¢ cause of her death, Raja Wodeyer tl  biinaeit
responsible for her tragic end in having arz'ancre(lloufght 1.mnself
zg}gw’lr‘lhus was S.rxrangapatna mast;'ed oneg andoi?otlglsl c-e;e-
j odeyer in spite of the grant of Venkatapathi Raya i Al
floes .noF appear to havet assumed full sovereignty a‘;: o
gzrlpﬁoﬁs _Of his and his grandson’s reigns tl;e Vij <
peror 1s introduced as the ruling sovereign ;he oT Uaynagar
Srizra:ﬁ'gpit%n'ms, mafie in his time. The 'ﬁ,rst i:s:rr;ti' ben}g
pp.29 (Ep.f éa“_f‘)‘."" w¥uch 'this kind of introduction is dIi)su:llxs lg
i “:lth,.ls one dated 1646, during the rzi =
pp. 115116, Trans. Kantirva Narasa Raja Wode gn'Of
el Ay ('E_PL Car.). anothar of the first vear of this Yefl, i
acknowiedges the suzerainty of the Vija);nagar ruler o
On the overthr'ow of the Viceroy at Sriranca;;atna Raj
jac?r?ﬁfa?ga fas ? od;g'e'r rec.eived an ambassado: nnmed, Ganjf
g g PP Cxorsve S}jqul;ﬁ}S)al:::Sg:m Venkatapathi Raya
the former on his victoryb over the Viciro;(.)ngl?izgzlat’:z:;eyg
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was probably then appointed to succeed Tirumal Raya by the
Emperor, thus perhaps making the appointment a virtue of
necessity. Raja Wodeyer then ruled fora period of five or six
years nominally Viceroy, but actually sovereign in his territory,
which with the additions he made to it embraced nearly the
whole of the present Mysore District and a part of Hassan.

But before closing his history, a word need be said as to his
administration. He appears to have been careful to take the
actual administration of the conquered territories into his own
hands appointing his own officres. He is also reputed to have
celebrated the Dussarah festival omn a grand scale and made
the rule that, in future, the death even of the closet relatives of
the royal family should ot interfere with the festivities.
This question had to be discussed by experts in his reign on
account of the death of his eldest son Narasa Raja. The
appointment of a Dalawayi, discontinued ever since the
usurpation of Maranayaka, was Mow revived owing, as Raja
Wodeyer is made ts say, to the vast additions to his estates ; and
the first appointment appears unsatisfactory as many of them
were throughout. The first Dalawayi under the present dynasty
was Raja Wodeyer's nephew Karikala Mallarajayya of -Kalele
of the same family as the Dalawayi brothers who brouglt about
the downfall of the ruling dynasty and the rise of Hyder Ali.
Mallarajayya resigned shortly after his appoint-
p.‘:‘g'."‘“‘ History,  qpent and was succeeded by Betad Wodeyet.

g This Betad Wodeyer must have been the same
as Raja Wodeyer's cousin who was superscdcd by him, this act

of trust on the part of the latter flattering the feelings of the
former who quietly abdicated before. Previoius to the appoint-
ment of a Dalawayi, Raja Wodeyer's army appears to have been
uniformly led by his brother Betad Chama Raja W odeyer; and
therefore this could not have been the mew Dalawayi. Raja
Wodeyer, by this time, had lost all the four of his grown-up
youngest brother Chama Raja. He settled the
succession therefore iu consultation with his two Surviving
younger brothers, Betad Chama Raja and Deva Raja, on Chama
Raja Wodeyet, his grandson by Narasa Raja. He is said by
some authorities to have left the infant Immadi Raja, the Jagir
: of West Dannanayakanakote but Immadi
Chikka Deva Ra- ik :

Raja is generally regarded a, posthumous soil.

ja vamsavali; P-

57, ¢f 3T The sons of Betad Chama Raja and Deva

sons and his

i



Wilks, vol. 1, p. 20  Raja received i
(Palace  History, Va{lur Vii the Jagirs, Rangasamiudra and
gt e T jjayapura and Arikere and VYalan-

Wodeyer prophesy  darumangala respectively. Havin
:];till\‘tjw‘itl,'e)his wE settlements, he retired dtO Lfeilk(g)’tlénad't:]thles:e'
. - 2 brothers where he died in 1617 with his
aja Wodeyer accordingly was suc XS

Chanfa Raja Wodeyer, who };uled fronjele((}le:_b? hllstglrafldsou
?;sx'lt'l((;nEd that, under.Raja. Wodeyer, the office gf’ .Dala“::f'bee‘f
o tllz) i tc:rxlnieet til}xie exigencies of .iuCteased territory and adixii:xviz?
Minist.er amll s.c office com’?med'm itself the offices of Prime
Raja Wode -erom};nauciler-m-cmef' At the accession of Chama
exercised hisy au,th £H Wodeyer held this important office and
8 e UoRrxt'y not so much as the Dalawayi, but as guard
fell out eac¥1 :)r;}l; aja. The Rajaand the Dalawayi ve g som-
S s el‘hmf a small matter, the one having 1zb)«;en 1
e s, s authority El.Sthe other of his dignity. Betad \;Vodzib
the, Raja wh?pear’ dismissed a few servants near the pers rf
i cmwere found to be abusing the trust. Thi: ufo.
Raja made by I;ietggeti;ﬁheri was an attempt at poisonin ‘:l?:

life which was eyers son. Betad Wodeyer fied §
e Dalawagr?nted him at the cost of his eyes. Tl(l)z

B gt Mysbre as)’ i appears to have been always unfort
S e 5 e officers were ready to misbehave wh o
st was not strong enough to keep th .
. ere four Dalawayis in this rei em under
sc:::)'ﬁggsoglgri:\?a ?f whom being Vikrama Ra 'algtn}; e
ﬁ\?‘.ﬂ:’ 3 refer-re e son of Betad Chama Raja bz'o;h ; naturfﬂ
e R of Wodeyer. Chama Raja Vifode ' et‘ of Raja
: have entrusted the whol SRYED, Sioms 1o
Da{a wayis so as to have time enou hwt ole administration to the
duties. So long as the Da1aw::lyisgwer(:adlSCharge B dmostio
men unconnected with

the ruling famil

Ys thEy valu : =1
tl;)lo much to intrigue as w:f tg::u position

s - case wi
Piogs oabdids: e, qe.cond and the third Dalawavi fth.h
b 3 awayis, however, made a numbe et v
:1 . tx e>.<a ions and e.:xtended Chama Raja’s i hr (.’f b S
ections, It is during this reign that t‘he 1Ve.ntance in all
Palage Histary, Jagadeva Rayeel was reduced iceroyalty of
p. 51. Wilks, vol.i, the capture of Channapam: a:()l 1§thing by
agaman-

seems to have preserved in carrying on the adm'n'm Raja
istration

Nanjangood g,
(Page 96, Transla-
tion, Epl, C;‘r_).
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B D s on the lines laid down by his grandfather by
ja Vamsavali, p. 00, keeping down the Wodeyers, by conciliating
et seq. the ryots and by not increasing the rents. He
is said to have collected a great deal of war-material and estab-
lished a depdt at Srirangapatna. He is also
‘2‘““‘ Historys  credited with having written a Commentary
e on the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. This
died without issue in 1637 and was succeeded by his
boy-uncle Immadi Raja Wodeyer. Dalawayi Vikrama Raya
lorded it over him, and finding the new ruler not the nominal one
that he would have him, contrived to poison him in the year 1638.
Who was to be the next suler? At the time of Raja Wodeyer's
death his brother's children were provided with jagirs as became
their dignity. Though nothing is said of Deva Raja, Betad
Chama Raja is said to have been living in retirement at Ranga-
samudra not without exercising a whole influence at court.
Now that Raja Wodeyer’s line failed of male issue, people natu-
rally looked up to the children of his nextyounger brother Betad
Chama Raja. From the Palace Genealogical
Vide g?"e“‘“g" tree, it will appear that Betad Chama Raja
cal tahle 300K had only otie son living at the time and
that was Kantirava Narasa ‘Raja  Wodeyer. This person
caniot have been the mere nominee of Vikrama Raya (who was
the natural son of Betad Chama Raja) as Betad Chama Raja was
lxixnéelf living, and as Kantirava Narasa would have suit_ed ill
the ambitious schemes of the Dalawayi. The Palnace History
pesides makes Kantirava Narasa the adopted son of Raja Wodeyer,
and as siich, was invited and crowned by one of his
widows. The adoption seems likely enough
as Raja Wodeyer must have had reasons
to fear that the direct line would fail. It
must also the interest of the Pal?.ce Party not to have a
pominee of the Dalawayi for the ruler. The su.bsefluent insolent
behaviour of the Dalawayi would also sthport tl.ns view. However
: asa began his rule in 1638 A.D. Itis

nominated, Kantirava Nar: his r i
¢ e grants n his own name, evell his

is personage that first mad : :
this pe s redecessor Chama Raja having owned the

,O,S';;a“f; p;tgasa nominal suzerainty of the phantom ruler at
(Epie Car.). Ganagiri, The first inscription in which an
claborate genealog}’ of the Mysore rulers alone is given without

personage

> -
P. 65

ave been
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reference to the ruler at Penkonda is dated 1646 A.D., and is a

grant by Kantirava Narasa. :
The reign of Kantirava Narasa commences the glorious
period of the present Dynasty and the three successive ruler.s:
(himself and his two successors), may be called the makers of
B - Modern Mysore, The first act of this reign is
PRICEHEEIPIOT | the dismissal from service of Dalawayi Vikra-
ma Raya and the infliction on him of the condign punishment
for his treason against the former ruler. The Palace History
states that the Dalawayi was punished after due inquiry and con-
R fefssion.by himself ; but Wilks appears to be
i right in saying that he was despatched by
Balckeklistory; t assassin. For the Dalawayi was not only a
‘slz-te‘-:a'?&';gogie% natural son of Betad Chama Raja but also the
him  the son of frstlofficer in the State. As such, he must
Raja Wodeyer. have been too powerful and perhaps too popu-
lar to be punished like an ordinary servant. This seems to
have taught Kantirava Narasa a good lesson, and we see him
throughout his reign making vigorous and rather successful
attempts to curb the power of the Dalawayis, so that we see the
office changing hands alittle too often. This ruleris credited
by Wilks with having celebrated the Dussarah festival on a grand
scale and for the first time. Whatever the scale of the celebration,
he was not the first to celebrate the festival, Raja Wodeyer
: having done it many times during his life.

Vide ante. 3 s gt v .

Kantirava Narasa, finding it inconvenient to
have a number of different coins in circulation, asserted his
sovereignty over other Wodeyers by establishing a mint and
S e coining iu' his own name. This is the first
34 (Wilks,volp. 32.)  step at unifying the loose conglomerate of the
petty chieftaincies inherited, and his coins seem
to have had currency in other parts of South India as well. He
is also given the credit of having made an elaborate survey of the
jands under the Wodeyers, and having found the purse-proud
Hithe BT TYOlE, 100 troublesome he took away all that
52, Palace History, they had over and above what was necessary
P: 90 for their bare living and occupation. This
had the desired effect, and not only cowed down the refractory
Wodeyers and other landlords, but enriched Kantirava Narasa
beyond all expectation. This act of public plunder was not ques-
tioned in those days as the people had no other means of fighting
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for their rights than that of taking arms again'st the 1'“1?1" fTh_ls

B sure would clearly have been to their own ruin, for, il
i f one strong master, however unjustifiable his mea-
e glacie (: vould havbe had many more plunderers without the
o \f rotection which the former offered. The next step
afl val.ltag:e- %«:E/dsa took was to keep the Dalawayis by olssclo
gt st 211 all ten Dalawayis in this reign, all of wl'lom
B heret. Wel;)ene holding the office but fora brief space of time.
e mgt onc,r ruler, the Dalawayis had only to play the second
Under a blr vhbelle\'elj they attempted to make themselves some-
ﬁd.dle, s ‘than this they earned their dismissal. This office,
o T im ortanée in the state, had always been given toa
the ﬁrst. TRE tglv connected with the ruler either in blood or by
purr” l-nhmaWflenever the choice fell on relatives, the appoint-
association. ¢ prove happy as they attempted to assume all power
S hI; attentiéndof the sovereign solely to the enjoy-
and to turn t life. Whenever the appointment fell to the 10t‘ of
ment of 1'10me-dle tixe circle of relations, the choice proved happier,
e o“trsi ad not the same influence in the palace as the thers
because they lld be casily dealt with by the ruler. Kantirava
had and so cou to havemade a discovery of this fact and, therefore,
T, al;pear:he principle of choice inaugurated by RajaVVOdey?r
fela s ;oma is were near connections in blood. Perhaps R?.Ja
W}l i Dacr::lc{ not as yet have trusted others outside hi:s family,
;§;2d£§;1irava was much too strong for fear O.f it k;: dfa Sl?e’
after the fall of his half-brother, I)alawgyl Vlk-ram‘a ay s’siou
! inted Thimmappa Nayaka and six others in succe :
appom' if at all connected, very distant relatlves-l 4) lm's
s “i{:{t Kantirava Narasa always kept Teal power: 1nto 45
Wensixeand‘% and so did his two successors. Hence the vigour

] i .
(:fvthe administration (;iurmg the t‘ilore;:1 :::;gl;sa:id it st b
s besides, seems 5

'fll;l: t;u:)irl;lic works:. He rebuilt tl}e forts of -Srlrang‘aRpatnat
91 e when they got damaged dunng the siege by Rana
o M)’SC;EI an. T he‘ details given of these forts are mnot
d}.xoola i 11 o;tance. With the money he obtained, as above
of mu.ch 1(;1 ?e rovided the forts with all that was needful
il gemp from assanlt and appears to have' mm'l:;tid

‘or the ramparts. He 1s said 10

A numbcetreclofseiixszl t‘z)l;elfs and the cinal which runs ks
haveb c'gzsetrgn the southern arm of the Kauvery bringing
the bri ;

to protect t
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fresh wat§r into the fort. He also made rich endowments to the
temples in the' provinece, particularly to those of Sriran la tl
and God Narflsnpha at Srirangapatm;. He seems to hag o
:)r;asiednz;;::es'}n persox}, rather than trust them into theehz(l?:;
v strenuztll}llsa‘dee 1s known to have heen very remarkable
R fh courage'and the first exploit of his was
, at ot a remarkable prize-fighter at Trichinopoly. Hav
ing gone there incognito, he returned after killing tl RER 45
out waiting to receive the prize: This gave rig e
gilsficeessful}gc?nsgiracies against his life whic]s;e ntlz\f):,: ;; :“.((;
y re. But the i s z iR
most important military act of the reign

was the defence of Syira
Wilks, p, of Srirangapat ;
vah, 3, ¥ 3L Ranadheol gapatna against

a Khan, the Gener.
" - al of Vijavapur :
rava Narasa in .trdhelélege was brought about as follows :'KZnti-
. ci %V : enge Hanuma of Basavapatna and other
Chikka Deva Ra. V Qdeyers  of Ikkeri) against their liege lord
,Laﬁgamsavah, Pp- eerabhadra Na}’aka. The di%tuﬂ)ange wa
7-68, et seq. : : s
) ChikA Bova By promptly quelled by the Ikker; Nayaka. Ken
ja  Vijayam, 2nd ge Hanuma went to Vi3 ? b a
Canto, aid of 1 5 Jjayapur to solicit the
1e Padishah there. At this time, ther
i 1 was also another fugitive Wodeyer Ch, i le
et Pg mangala, lfltely conquered by Chama Ra', anmiah
= 151 aijhsha sent his most reputed General Ranrnldjla “{Od?yer_
430 :e Ie;d of an army of forty thousand men t:)o S Khan
g anuma an.d to take Srirangapatna if e
general having easilv succeeded in doing th possible. The
near accomplishing the second as well il
sion of R ¢ ¢
ot 1(; :]k(liceg._ Sira, and Bangalore on his way he laid g
feﬁéer~s 1 rirangapatna simultaneously., B‘esie - oo sl
e bs eem to have fougllt well, but the loss of thegf -
R e;]en 'mmense considering that, even after h f)fmer must
‘g riiz’:.i ) tl»tley were not able to effect ap entry iné::;":g -
;ither f,:gz nt:; They Were not more successful iy eNt;ort *
) beixalf = lle double victory is ascribed to divine inte staniniig
of the defenders, thys indicating that the wl"‘;'e:}tlon
e Mysoreans

defence. D
~stul . Des-
e forts, Kantiraya Narasa found it

iege or to : k
_ Chikka Deva Ra- the open field. So, throug}? %:; his ;?er_ny in
J(?7-6\g,a':ts 1:;] b pr- Kenge Hanuma, a peace was conc;nfi s
left to the Mysoreans o} th uded which
g € country south of

; » Was very
Having taken posses-

i i
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Chikka Deva Ra-  the Kauvery, that on the north of the river be-
ja Vijayam, ahdT™ Toi Ry 3
Gt ing made over to Vijayapur. But the admin-

Palace His,, p. 75.  jstration of the Vijayapur rortion was still left
in the hands of Kantirava Narasa himself on condition of paying
over to Vijayapur all the surplus revenue after meeting the cost
of administration. T'his took place in the year of his accession
1638-39. ‘Though Kantirava Narasa agreed to this treaty in his
helplessness, he does not seem to have thought seriously of ful-
filling his promise. Ranadhoola Khan, on the other hand, leaving
Kenge Hanuma as the Vijayapur agent, returned to V ijayvapurs
his head-quarters. Veerabhadra Nayaka of Ikkeri availed
himself of this opportunity to avenge his wrongs on Rana-
dhoola Khan and sent an embassy to Vijayapur to expose to the
Padishah the hollowness of the agreement and the unreliable
character of the agent. Ranadhoola Khan was suspected and a
Royal commission was sent to inquire into the affairs of Kenge
Hanuma with Nagamangla Channiah as a member. Kenge
Hanuma faltered and Kantirava Narasa grew defiant. To add

Palace History, to this, Channiah was murdered by Kenge
77 and 79. Hanuma as he was the only member of the
commission conversant with the details of the administration.
Ranadhoola Khan was, in consequence, superseded by Khan Khan.
This general and his successor Mustaff Khan were sent in succes-
sion to take possession of Srirangapatua (the fort of which was
completely rebuilt since the first invasion) but fared no better than

their predecessor. A plundering raid undertaken by Hemaji

Punditof Vijayapur and Abdullah Khan, a general, effected
nothing of importance except the temporary occupation of Turu-
vekere. Having thus far been on the defensive, Kantirava Narasa
could now take the offensive. In his aggressive march eastward,
he drove the Vijayapur forces and took possession of its late con-
quests. ‘Having defeated the ‘Vanangamudi’ Moodalliar of

Kangru, he took Samballi, Bomballi, and Satyamangala having

previously worsted the Madura Nayaka, his liege lord. On the
_ west,he defeated Nanja Raja Wodeyer of Coorg,

Chikka Deva Raja - 2 é ¥

Vameavali, pp. 68, and after hunting him from place to place, took

et seg. Wilks, vol. i, possession of Periapatam, his capital, and six

PP 33 and 33, Pa- ST i

face History, pp. 67  other districts (Ghadis). In the north, he ex-

63, ang tended his conquests to the frontiers of Ikkeri,

Chitaldroog and Sira. After such an eventful reign he died in

1659 leaving no male issue to succeed him,
3
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The descendants of Muppin Deva Raja, the third brother of
Raja Wodeyer, came in for their share of rule now. This Deva
Raja had four children, one of whom succeeded Kantirava Narasa,
But, as to which of these four sons succeeded, there is consider-
able difference of opinion among the authorities. The Palace

. History makes the successor the third sonm,
351:;“%"3;“’1‘ > PP Wilks the fourth, and Tiramal Iyengar, a cort-
; temporary, the first. In all the inscriptions of
this ruler's and his successor’s time, the latter is recorded as the
nephew of the former. Tirumal Iyengar himself makes Dod Deva
Raja succeed but nominally, while Kempa De-
_ Chikka Deva Ra-  yiah his third brother, was carrying on the ad-
ja Vamsavali, pp. ] g 3
18, ef seq. and ministration in fact. ‘T'he truth appears to be,
ja(ezilad;:n? "xa\j.acl::: that Kempa Deviah, the third son, was the suc-
to Stanzes, 170, ¢ cessor ruling for a short time in the name of his
“qér;mngapama.“, eldest brother who must have been old, and
64 ;;‘;;‘::;:iogic_ thfen in his own name, on condition that _the
al table no. (iii). said brother’s son should succeed him. Wilks
and the Palace History alike seem to have
gone wrong in certain particulars about this ruler, and the mis-
take is accounted for by all the four brothers bearing the same
name, Deva Raja, with a qualifying epithet. Besides the fact
that Chikka Deva Raja and his father were in prison at
Tirukanamby is not borne out by any other authority. It is,
however, mentioned that Chikka Deva Raja was sent away as a
outh with his two wives to Gundlu, remote from Court, to keep
%’xim from profligate ways into which he was falling. His father,
on the other hand, lived with his younger
ChikkaDevaRaja  hrother at Srirangapatna and then retired
Vijayam, Canto v. 5 k f
to a village where he died soon after. Be-
sides, Chikka Deva Raja is recorded to have offered his
services against the Confederacy of rulers besieging Erode and
was well nigh entrusted with the command of the army. Be-
sides this, Chikka Deva Raja was a ‘mere
Palace History, youth (being only twelve vyears old) when
e his uncle, a grown-up man, succeeded to
the throne. Thus, then, Kantirava Narasa was succeeded by his
cousin Kempa Deviah who became Dod Deva Raja Wodgyer
‘of Mysore. Atthe accession of this ruler to full sovereignty,
he was the legal successor, his next elder brother having died.

Chikka Deva Raja, then a vouth, was recognised heir-appatetit
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and each of them, the ruler and the heir, was guardian to his
vounger brother. o : .
" The two remarkable events of this reign were, the invasion
of the country by Chokka Linga Nayaka of Madura, and the__:
siege of Srirangapatna by Sivappz} Nayalfa, wh.o ha}d but lately
overthrown his master and established himself in his place. In
both these, Sriranga Rayeel, the fugitive ruler of Vuayan_agar, was
.put forth asthe leader. Chokka Linga Nayaka having made
himself independent ruler of Madura wanted to make the‘ most
of the imperial fugitive then with him, and ac_lvanced in the
iatter’s name to Erode, on the south-ea}st frf).ntler of Mysore,
assisted by ¢ Ananthoji’ of Tanjore, Vadoji of Vijaypur, Golconda,
Dorik and Iyyappah Nayaka (a Jagirdar). Perpl'exed' by the
magnitude of the invading army Df)dda. Deva.RaJa ‘w15hed to
try diplomacy when Chikka Deva Raja offered his services to lead
the Mysore forces to victory over the conglomerate mass of the
invading army. Chokka Linga Nayaka, .however, on .the ad-
vice of his ambassador at Sriraugaptna retired to Trichinopoly
leaving his allies to take care of themselves. It was, perhaps
true, as Chikka Deva Raja is made to say, tl'lat. tl%e allied army,
though large in number, was wanting in dlsc.xphne.; but one
cannot but suspect that the ambassador was Prlbed into ef?'ec,t-
ually detaching his master from' the coalition. Chokka nga
Nayaka apart, the others were easily defegted by the.Dalawayls,
. i 44 the superior generalship of Chikka Deva
pagsggra?c;g,aptaransm- Raja having been foullfl unnecessary. Iy-
tion (Epi. car.). yappah Nayaka was slain :"md among those
defeated was the Brahmin Nayaka of G?njee. The M?’S’Qre
oeneral took the elephant Kulasekara and its mate as ‘spoﬂs of
:var and made the permanent conquest.s of Omalur.u! Erogie and
Darapuram.  Thus ended the formidable ‘coa.htlon, in the
name of the last scion of the Vijayanagar Family, who now
betook himself to Bednore. ; .
Sivappah Nayaka, immediately after lfxs accession to power,
sent an embassy to Mysore professing friendship to the ‘ ru}er.
Ihis seems to have been refused acceptance as beneath dignity,

‘coming asit did from a usurper. This gave offence, as perhaps

Si lay siege to

expected, and Sivappah Nayaka pregar,ed to g
gﬁsﬁug;atn;. Sriranga Rayeel was now with SlYaI).p.ah Nayak:a
who extended his frontiers in the name of the fugitive. This
in\}a.SiOH éeems to have been successfully repelled, the Bednore
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Nayaka having been compeiled to cede the fortresses of Hassaina
and Sakkearpatna. Nothing more was heard of Srivanga Rayeel,
: 3 - - D .
aud thus came to an end the once glorious dynasty of Vijaya-
nagar. ‘
Dodda Deva Raja never appears to have led an army in
person and appears to have heen generally peacefully inclined.
He devoted a great deal of attention to works of charity Heis
said to have established a numb lla
er of aorah: 7 ;
Brahmins) and built way-si e e e
i vxa}-:ﬂde choultries at short intervals of
space throughout his dominions. He constructed several tanks
’
é)ne ?f tllose1 at Mysore among them. His
PP. 04 ef seq. evotion to the Goddess i le
o R b dess Chamundi led to the
35-36. 5 g tl? steps up the hill and the
asavanandi {(a gigantic bull in stone) half
way up.
His principal items ¢ i
princip of e;\ljel}dlttlre of the money got in wars
. c\;,;kka Deya Ra. ire naively given by the Historian to have
ja Vijayam, end of : e ridi;
the v canto, oy three( ) pI'O\ ldlll
queens ; (2) endowments ¢ i i
Sk . 0 his Brahmin
fnenisft, and (;.5) rewards to servants for meritorious services
Aftera r i ied i 2
eign of thirteen vears, he died in 1672 in a pro-

ikkanaikanahalli. He was

Palace History,

g (1) ornaments to his

> e most aggressive
Vijayapur expeditions
ot}ler frequent, and this
of the Wodeyers. But
s of South India had
against the advance of
eof a more dangerous

into Mysore have been for one reason or
power very often interfered in the affairs
now, this and the other Mussalman powe
to turn their attention and devote it all
Moghul arms in the south and the rig
enemy from amongst their own servants,

their northern and southern possessio
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that Chikka Deva Raja came to the throne of Srir.angapatna-and
worked unostentatiously and .cleve.rly at the unification of the
mass of petty states which he inherited. : '
During the first twenty years of his reign, he gradually
d the conguests of his predecessors, and after recon-
quering those places whic'h had been 'taken l?ack he extended
his conquests principally in two dlrecuo.us.. To the so'uth—east,
he extended his conquests as fa.r as T_rlchmopoly, 'whfle to th'e
north-west he pushed his frontiers far into the territories ?f his
neighbours. Thus he added a large part of '%‘umkur and -I\:adur
districts and a portion of Ch'ltaldroog to hls.o.wn dominions.
The powerful gaud of Nagadi was gradually giving way .bc.eff)re
the onsets of more powerful neighbours and by ‘the” acquisition
of Bangalore in 1687-88, L by puﬁrcbase from Ecoji, the. half
brother of Sivaji; Chikka I.)eva Raja Wodeyer rec?uced him to.
an insignificant position till l?.ter on ‘he was CO:{lple.tel)
overthrown during Dodda Krls.hna Raja Wod‘e‘yerb reign,
His conquests before 1679 are qetalled as follows : *“ In the east
having conquered the Pandya king Chokka in battle, hcj capturled
Tripura (Trichinopoly) and the wealthy P.f\na_xxdl'lapfnrl. In t“}
west he subdued the Keladi kings who came
sri"""gap("ff-::,,ls?jf against him with the Yavanas, and gained
Eiﬁf(éf,a. Car.). Sakalespura and Arakalgudu. In the north,
dhoola Khan, he took Keta Samudra to-
h ith Kanhikere, Handalageri, Gulur., Tumkur and Hc?n-
R Victorious in battle over Mushtika who came with
Achiratas he seized Jatakanadurga and changed its
e nat;le to Chikka Deva Raya Durga. The
m,’,ff:fi,:'c‘i,‘;;i u::;. Varaha at Strimushna, which had been broke'n
Wilks, Mysore, Vol o 4}e Yavana invasion, he brought to S.n.-
i, maps it of devotion to Vishnu. He t(?ok Maddagnrxz
rangapatna Ot Chenarayadurga, having conquered

PR o a
Medigesi, Bljavar’i‘h?:;mappa Gauda and Ramappa Gau.da.”
Srirangapatnath  po 4686 ¢ Vishnu incarnate as Chikka

sla- : i
fioe) (E;i‘(gx?? Deva did subdue in Panchavati Da-

Y s in the form of Maharattas. Sambhl.}
doji J:‘“tajllan;i olt{l;i:lb Shah failed in his purpose, Ikkeri
lost his va (iiuis’crraced Ecoji was deserted by all v.vheu the
Bafsah\;a}l’ ‘gfikkacDeva’ Raja having cut off all the limbs and
mig

itaji forth fOI‘ war ."

consolidate

having conquered Rana

navalli.

e
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ministrative reforms he introduced into the government of his
State. His first minister was the Jain Vishuu Lakshana Pandit
of Yelandur. This person exercised a great deal of influence
over the Raja, ashe appears to have been his companion,
perhaps his tutor, when, as a prince, the Raja was sent to Gundiu
near Tirukanumbi to keep him from evil ways. When the prince
succeeded his uncle, he appointed the Pundit to be his chief
minister and, under his guidance, he began to reform every
department of the administration. It has been mentioned that,
in Kantirava’s reign, there was a great variety in the currency
of the realm and that this was putan end to by the introduction
of the Kantirava coins as the sole currency, Similarly there
seems to have been a great deal of variety in the details of all
the departments of the administration. This was all done away
with and uniformity introduced by Chikka Deva Raja. The
first reform was a revision of taxes which cost the life of the
Jain Pundit as the responsible author of the revision. This
affront to the dignity of the ruler was more than avenged by a
wholesale massacre of the famatical Jungam priests who were
taken to be the authors or the instigators of the murder.

From time immemorial the rent of land appears to have re-
mained fixed; and whatever extra revenue was needed was
raised by means of taxes. In the reign of Raja Wodeyer, the
only sources of revenue, as mentioned above, were rents of land,
plunder from enemies, and tribute from other Wodeyers. Kanti-
rtava Narasa is said to have taken an extraordinary contribution
of almost all the moveables under some pertext or other. Thus
we see that, though extraordinary contributions were demanded,
there was nothing like a regular system of taxation. In the
absence of any precedent for enhancing the rent of land, Chikka
Deva Raja Wodeyer deemed it necessary to legalise and systema-
tise the extra demands by instituting a number of taxes. These
taxes were none of them the creation of Chikka Deva, hut old
‘ones which fell out of use during the disturbed times that in-
tervened. Tn one of the inscriptions dated 1290 A.D. we have
incidentally a list of taxes collected under Perumala Danda
‘Nayaka, the prime minister of Narasimha Deva of ‘the Hoysala
Dynasty. On a comparison of this tist with those of Wilks and
‘the Palace History, it will'be found that there is a close agree-
ment, thus showing that they.were only old taxes revived.

“This done, Chikka Peva Raja Wodever turned his attention

A ———
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to the administrative divisions of his territory and divided the
whole State, as it then existed, into 84 Ghadis (diyisions) each
under a Subedar- Some such division appears te have existed,
but Chikka Deva Raja equalized their extent. The central
administration was divided into 18 departments on the model of
Moghul administration. This must have been Fhe result of the
embassy to the imperial Court during the closing years of the
century when the Great Moghul, in his difficulties, condescended
to receive ‘ a Vakil from the Zemindar of Mysore.' This arrange-
ment still survives in the public offices being popularly known
the ¢ Eighteen Cutcheries” Chikka Deva Raja Wodeyer kept
down the Wodeyers with aniron hand and reduced them to
complete dependence on the central authorit?'. This was done
by means of ome of his departme.nts 'whlch com%nned the
postal and the spy system and which informed him of all
that took place even at great distances from
Court. He is said to have introduced a kind of
Militia Police system, each ‘hobli’ (sub-divi-
Palace History, gion of a Ghadi) maintaining a certain num-
e il ber of men at its service who were to be
policemen in ordinary times and soldiers in times of war. In one
4. then, Chikka Deva intreduced order and system where
ks gk r,ei ned. One other thing needs be mentioned here,
Conf?s:ro?ntro%uced uniformity in measure, weight, etc., he next
ilgf‘;::;:ced the system of paying his oﬂicia1§ half thei.r salary in
. and the other half in kind, the convenience of this arrange-
it altlhose days being beyond a doubt. Afterall these reforms,
mf-‘ﬂ: 1t:l revenue derived by Chikka Deva Raja Wodeyer from
tl}e vy ies is given to be seven hundred and twenty thousand
s temton’l‘%e c?)]lection of this amount was somewhat peculiar.
pagOdaS' rranged to bring in two thousand pagodas every
: was‘ha rosal treasur}; at Srirangapatna and unless this
day to} t. e1me;1t came in Chikka Deva Raja refused to
daily mstaThuS he ensured the collection of the revenue,
breakfasf- this daily amount was raised and what was the
bat low ount pg{id by the ryots, it is mot possible now
i arfle This revémte, at three rupees a pagoda, would
ﬁo e . lakhs and 6o thousand rupees, the present
N revenue of the state being one crore and seventy
Ppp?l:c:nd!?zs;.ory, lakhs approximately."l‘here are not data enough

Wilks Vol P coaiable to institute any real comparison be-
63.

Wilks, vol. i, p. 31
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In his zeal for the Vaichnavas, he issaid to have com-
hecome Vaishnavas too. This
s of a number

time.
manded all the Wodeyers to

order was withdrawn on the strong representation
of Wodeyers. His devotion to Vishnu led to the
';f‘l““ History, P+ construction of a temple at Mysore dedicated
to the God Sweta Varaha (white boar) of

The idol seems to have been roughly handled by
the Mahomedans in one of their excursious
m:ffe ante (quota-  iyne0 the far south and was in comsequence

' brought by Chikka Deva to Mysore-

Thus having consolidated his dominions and introduced a
settled form of administration he baqueat hed his kingdom to his
dumb son Kantirava Narasa in 1704, just three years before the
death of the great Moghul Aurangazeb, From the death of
Chikka Deva Raja dates the decline of prosperity of the Wodeyers
just as that of his imperial contemporary matks the turning poiut
in the history of Moghuls. .

The succession of a dumb ruler, impossible undera less
settled government, seems to have been brought about to suit the

father’s wish by his friend Tirumala Iyengar

: el History, ypder the pretence of a supernatural interven-
i i The ruler could not have done anything

the reins of government slipped

perceptibly out of the hands of the sovereign into the hands
of the Dalawayis. These latter officers gradually usurped the
real power in the State. The Dalawayis of this reign are
Kanthia aud his son N anjaraja; his son Basavaraj and
his son Nanja Raja. The Jast was lhowever succeeded by
the Kalele Veerajiah, the son of Dodda Raja, and the father
of the brothers Dalawayi Deva Raja and Nanja Raja of the latef
the first Dalawayi and his son and grandson, the
nquered the two Ballapurs, Midigesi, and Sira.
It is also during this reign that the Nawab of
Witks, Vol. i p-  Arcot malkes hisappearance in Mysore levying
g the ¢ contribution war. Thus having reigned,
rather than ruled, for nine years he passed away leaving the
succession to Dodda Krishna Raja Wodeyer, more remarkable
for reckless charity than for any administrative qualities.
This Krishna Raja Wodeyer is, in contradistinction to one of
his successors of the same name, known as Dodda Krishna Raja.

{
¥

Srimushua.

tion.
and thus in this reign alone,

reigns. Under
Mysore people co



26

He is celebrated in some of the inscriptions of his times for large
and numerous gifts to Sri Vaishnava Brahmans in particul;r.
This reign is remarkable for giving the best of opportunities to
the Dalawayi brothers fortheir ascentto power and eventually
to ?ecome the king-makers of the province. It is however worth
noting here that the time itself was rich in p’roducing ’usurp—
ers and king-makers as was evidenced in Delhi, Poona and
Mysore. The last Dalawayi of Kantirava Narasa “:as Veerajiah
of I.{alele. The elder of the two sons of this Dalawayi was Deva
Raja who, in his turn, became Dalawayi and retained the office
a.lmost till the usurpation of Hyder Ali. This Dalawayi whose
sister was one of the wives of the Raja soon contrived'to fill u
nflportsimt offices with his own people and by pampering thE):
king w1.th all conceivableluxuries managed to concentrate alfrcal
power in .the state in his own hands. The rise of the person
into prominence ultimately brought about the downfall of the
dynasty though for the time being it made the administration
somewhat vigorous. The most important events of this reign
other .than the ;}bove are two invasions of the Province ex;diuobi
th_e siege of Srirangapatna and the final overthrow of the GD :11
of Magadi. The first of these two invasions was undertaken g?
confederacy of newly created Nawabs. The Mysore terr't‘ ":
was sm:rounded by the dominions of Nawab Sada?: Dollah olf 21?
Karnatic Ifayeenghat and Ameemkhan of the Karanatic Bal ;
ghat. Besul'es these, there were the Nawabs of Kurpa, Kurr a]-
and Sawandx. There was also a Maharatta neighbol’\r Sidl(‘;0 i
Ghoripara of Gooti. Sr'%rangapatna was laid siege to by (:3;
A these six together and Krishna Raja bought
141-142, ?:;;m alltoff) by the payment of 72 1akhsbof
ees to be equally divi
and 28 lakhs in addition to the ne?gotiazzto;i 1:)?:1:11;:: % gle;n ’
Dollah Khan, though the Palace History claims I; "e’t oo
Mysore 11 this case as in the next. But the elabor::tlc i
plate Grants which dweil at great length on the othe: :?rlzﬁ:

AR of Krishna Rajsf. make no mention of any such
ull i victory, and a victory is the last thing to “be
. nfefles silently passed over by the paneoyri:t. Be-
sides, the victories of the other sovereigusare carefull; mentioned

Tirumakadiu Na- in the same grants (one of which makes
rasipur 63, Pp- 79-80 3 . «
Tebasiatian) 79 mention of the victories of Dalawayi Deva

Raja). The author of one of the grants referred

W
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to is ‘Tirumala Iyengar, who must, at least, have lived up to
1729, whereas the dates of these two invasions, as given
by the Palace History, are 1725 for the confederate inva-
sion and 1727 for the Maharatta invasion. So,

Srirangapatna 64, therefore, in both these, the Mysoreans must

'}’{piz_ 4’Ca(r5fa“sla“("' have had the worst of it. The second expedi-
tion was undertaken by Baji Rao at the head

of the Maharattas and the Peshwa was likewise bought off by
Krishna Raja. To redeem these failures,
however, Dalawayi Deva Raja succeeded in
taking possession of the impregnable rock of Savandroog,
the stronghold of the Gaud of Magadi.

g 4})‘,‘14"; vol. i, pp-  The Gaud himself was taken Prisoner au'd
allowed to die in the state prison of Sri-

rangapatna. In spite of this, however, the weakness of the
Mysore State to defend itself against foreign invaders was.
proved peyond a doubt by the two invasions mentioned
above, and this discovery led to a great deal of foreign
complications which facilitated the upward cOurse, first of the
Dalawayi brothers and latterly of Hyder Ali. Having reigned for
eighteen years Dodda Krishna Raja died withott an heir in 1731.
D;;la\vayi Deva Raja with the consent of the widow of Krishna
Raja, who, however, was not his sister, placed a certain Chama
Raja, qonnected but remotely with the ruling family, on the
throne. The legitimate line of rulers thus came to an end here
and Chama Raja had no more claim to the throne than what he

Pp. 140-141.

.derived from the nomination of the widow and the Dalawayi.

This personage was 1ot long in showing himself to be very far
from being the docile instrument of the Dalawayi that he
agreed to become when he was nominated ruler. He was
therefore made the victim of an intrigue and sent to Kabbala-
droog Wwith his family. This time the Dalawayi was carefl.ll
to place an infant of three years onl the thrope to avoid
the recurrence of the difficulties. This nomination Was
in perfect' keeping with the projects of king-makers generally,
the real rulers of Mysore now being Dalawayi Deva Raja and
‘Sarvadhikari,’ Nanja Raja (the Dalawayi's uncle). On the
retirement of this latter officer, the appointment was coxlferrefl
upon * Kara Churi,’ Nanja Rajiah (the brother of tllfi Dalawayi)
who, later on, became the father-in-law of .the }nfzmt ruler
Tmmadi Krishna Raja Wodeyer. The administration was car-
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ried on by these two brothers, with the nominal Pradhan
Venkatapathi of Canniambadi, with considerable vieour till
owing to the advanced age of Deva Raja, the brothers e?ccha!lv-
ed offices. This change led to a misunderstaudinv between tﬁe
brothers which eventually proved fasa] to their poa\\'cr and thus
paved the way for the rise of B yder Ali who became the g fac;‘o

it to an end the rule of the

ruler in 1761 A.D. Thus was broug
W'(.x?eyers m Mysore till it was revived under the zois of the
British power after the fall of Srirangapatn:z in 1799 : D The
power of the Wodeyers will thyg be seen to have 1);1;56(] th;ouorh
all the stages of decay that the Moghul rule Snderiens but“it
had the good fortune to be reyiv. i :

e vived which was den: :
kb was denied to the

We have thus traced the
growing .mto the compact ang Powerful siate under Chiklk
Deva Raja, and then mads a rapid survey of the decli >
fortune of the ruling family ti}] o i

. : I the state passeq i
1nto those of a foreigner: ang here we mayI') well :::)l; ey

tiny principality of Raja Wodeyer

L—Wirks GENEALOGICAL TasLe

Vijaya. (Hadang ang Karugahalli).

Chama Raja, ( Avbiral =Six-fingered)
Batad C}:Tma Raja.

% w (150%).
o i (xﬁ”hﬂ{,’.‘)‘ 2ele Sharmaray,
: l ()fysnre).
B e s
K;\”:;r 1:::'& a \j Ded Deﬁayya- 21'1(1

; Nurasa, Immadi 3rd  Rem ;
(1638-59). [T T il pa Devayya

s meada (1637-38). Chi(ligfoﬁ%mj e
= 2-1704). Dod Devayyg,
Kn.ut-imvnmj (1704-14-).

Dod Krishnnmj (1714-31).
Two usurpers Ch:ltmaraj (1731-34).

Chikka Krisbnm.j (1734.66),

ag

I1-—DaLAWAYI GRANT NO. 63, TIRUMAKUDLY NARSIPUR.
(Epi-Karnataka).

Chamaraja.

N
|
L Bs Krishnaraja. Betad Chamaraja.
Raja Wodeyer.
Narasa Raja.

Chamaraja,

o

Immadi Raja,

Kuut,irﬂ" Narasa.

~

Devarajendra.

Chikka Devaraj.
Kantirava Narasa.
Krishna Raja Nripathi.
Krishna Rajn.

paraM, NOS. 64 AND 100 OF EPIGRAPHIA
KARNATAKA.

nscription 100 of Srirangapatam.
»-plate 64 and inscrip.
Copp” % Yedu.

IIT.—SRIRANGA

Betad Cl,!amnraj (Authembara Gauda),
|

- 1
_—————’_‘_—/_ : ;
i Bhupati. Chama Nripati ;
Timmaraj. Snssve (Victor over Revati Venkata.)

d[(;' Raja,  Betad C{bamarﬂjﬂ- Devavsjendri. i
i b

e e

R | K
[ . Chikka Devarajendra. Devaraj. Mari Deva.
Devaraj. L
Am A e < ;
Chikka Devendra. Kantirava Mahipathi.
i

= Cheluyajamamba.

Devamamba=
Kantirava Narasa

d 8 others (Hence the 8 names of 8

. 3 n
Krighnaraj =Devajemmah a tanks at Melukote),
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IV.—Parace HisTORY.
Yedn IRuja. (1399—1423).

Here Betad Chamaraja Wodeyer (1423.-58). Chnmamjl Wodever.
Thimmaraja Wodeyer (1458-78).
Here Chamaraja Wodeyer. (1478—1513).

Betad Chamaraja. (1518 - 52),
|

\ |
Timmaraja (1652—71). Krishna Raja. Bole Chamnmjn\‘ (1571--76)

[ |
Betad Chamarajas. Raja Woq
| (1576-78). e b

~

[ Al
Mnppin Devaraj. Cham 5
(1578-1617). © 5 e

Raja Wodeyer. Kantirava 1at. o | =
Narasa (0038-50). | P ¢

|
Narasa Berad Nanraja Chama

(
Immudi Chikka Devm-nju. Kantirava
Raja. Wodeyer. Raja.

Ttnj e | (16721}1704) Nal
aja. vanti 204—
(1617-38). T Yl

; Dod Krishna Raja (1713—31).
Both of th;se adopted { Chama Raja '(‘1731—34). :

Chama Raja.
(1617-37).

. ly
the widow of Dod Krishna Raja. ( Chikka Krishna Raja (1734—61).

e
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V.—THE GENEALOGICAL TREE ADOPTED IN THE PAPER :-—
Yedu. (1399—1423),

Here Bretad Chamaraj. (1423—58). Cha-u)araja.
Timmaraja Wodeyer. (1458—78).
Here Chamarajarasa. (1478—1513).
Betad Chzi.ma.mj. (1513—1552),

[ [
Timmaraj. (1552—71). Krishnaraj,

Betad Wodeyer.
(1576—78).

3
Bole Chamaraja, (1571—76).
|

| | |
Rajadhi Raja. Betad Chamaraja. Muppin Devaraj.

| (1578—1617).
( | i | :
Narasa Raja, Betad Wodeyer. Nanraj. Chamaraj. Immadi
Raja.
Chamsraja Wodeyer. (1637—38),
(1617—178).
Raja Wodeyer Kantirava Narasa.
(died young). (1638—359).

Dod Devaraj.  Chikka Devarajendra,  Kempa Devayya. Mari Deva.
(1659-—72).

( "
Chikka Devaraj. (1672—1704). Kantirava Narasa,
’ ¥ Kantirava Narasa. (1704—13).
|
Dod Krishna Raj. (1718—31).

Chamaraja. Chikka Krisﬁnamja.

(1731—34). (1734—61).
l S. KRISHNASWAMI AIVENGAR.
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