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- GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

: . y Serial No. 4,
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE.

ARCHZZEOLOGY AND EPIGRAPHY.

ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENTS aND ADMINISTRATIONS.

Circular No. 37—48-4.

Dated Simia, the 12th October 1899.
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SuBJECT.

Requem that the claims of the British Museum may not be lost sight of when the
dxstrx'butnon of archzological finds is in question.

G. C. Press, Simlar—No, 716 R. & A, D.~16-10-09.~283 .
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Circular No. 37—48-4.

- .  FROM
E. MACONOCHIE, Esg., i
Under Secretary to the Government of India,
E ' To
: The Seerstary to the Government of fadras,

Dept. of Rev. & Agri.
' Archaology and Epigraphy.

Simla, the 12th October 1899.

:
i ‘SIR,
28 . I AM directed to forward a copy of the correspondence noted in the
ﬁ‘ e R Gt 15 ;ICIargin regardinf tht’: claimslot1 .the Br.itis'h .
1 Secrearyof St o, am B0 i et ot e el o
2 L ey and a) ies that can properly be allowed to go out
of India. The question has been referred

_ to the Trustees of the Indian Museum who have intimated that the suggestions
; contained in the Director of the British Museum’s letter of the 28th June 1899

. have their strongest support. The Government of India now desire to commend
them to the consideration of local Governments, and I am to request that the claims

of the British Museum may not be lost sight of in future when the distribution of
It is thought that possibly Local Museums

archzological finds is in question. k
& may be in possession of duplicate specimens which could be spared and would be
4 acceptable to the British Museum authorities. 1 am to request that enquiry
3 % ' may be made on this point.
3 I have the honour to be, .
SIR,

| 8 1
i) Your most obedient Servant,

< '. i | i F//L%

Under Secrelary to the Government of India’
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h1) from@ despatch from the Secretary of State No. zz—Publié

(Recards), dated 20th Fuly 1899

le consideration of your Excellency’s Government
3 letter® from the Director of the Britis}‘x

useums .
_ Museum, representing the claims of the
e in any specimens of Indian antiquities that can be

British Museum to a shar
£ properly allowed to go out of Indi
Datd28th June 1899. sha“ be glad to teita ‘whai deci:iof'you

pt, and whether you issue any orders in the matter.
er from the Directo?s British Museu to the Under Secretary of
State for [ndia, dated 28th Fune 1899-
ay Mr. Read, the Keeper of our Department of Medizval
and had some conversation with

called upon you
isition of Indian antiquities by the British

Extract (paragro?

1 forward, for the favourab

Indian antiquities for the British M

may ado
Extract from @ lett

_The other d
Antiquities and Ethnography
you on the subject of the acqu

Museum.
our Indian series may be S

The beginning of :
] ce of the Amaravatl sculptures and other Indian collections.
hat we can towards completing an

from the India Off -
e have been doing W .
tion of ancient Indian Art.

Since that transfer,

Indian series and making ¢ of interest as 2 repr

ddhist sculptures in the Museum has, for example,
dental nature,—Dby pur-

The number of Greeco-Bo _
itjons have been of an accl
The British Museum has not

nearly doubled, but t r
chases at sales or by gifts from private persons- i
e Government might present duplicates

been recognised asaplac
e Lahore OF Cal.cutta. Meanwhile, it
t Derlin, have been adding

or redundant gpecimen froi

appears that agents of foreigh Museums, € :

largely fo the co of those Museums ; and at Berlin they have now SErie

of sufficient ;mportance t0 o publish elaboraie monographs.

seems Jesirable that some 1d be taken by the Indian Government,

i revent foreign mus ms from obtaining specimens, but at any

eum £ have the © portunmity of acquiring 2 fair
¢ should of course be understood that W€ should

Id 0% "Lahore or Calcutta, where the best

at the British Museum shou

Jam sure you

i ———

aid to be the transfer to us
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d ask is th
ens.

: comeé pextin
you can t0 help us:
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