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Sir,

1 am directed to reply to your letter No. 715,

t ]

dated the 26th June, intimating that the government of
Madras would prefer the appointment of a junior commisSionad
Medical officer as Assistant to the Superintendent, Mater—
nity Hospital, Madras, to the employment ¢t a Furopean
female practitioner in that capacity.

2. There appear to the government of Inaia to be
strong objections to the course now proposed by the Govern-
ment of Madras. In the tirst place the Secretary of State
has recently taken exception to the growth of the cadre oI
the Indian Medical serviée and has asked whether the exist-
ing strength of that service cannot be reduced. His Lord-
ship would therefore be unwilling to sanction the enter-
tainment of an Indian Medical Service oflicer as Assistant
in the Maternity Hospital without conclusive proof that an
otficer of this e¢lass is needed. The Government of India
[L! a0 not think that your letter and enclosures establish
such a case, or that 1t has been shown that the appoint-
ment of a European iemale practiticner will not be suf-

ficient.

3. A further disadvantage of the present proposal



/
Lt

comparea with that made in your letter of the 15th July 1598 v 3
is that 1t does not proviae for the instruction of the female
studf;nts by a 1aaf_’ teacher.

4, For these reasons the government of India pt?fer the
original prouposal of the government of Madras, and they will Q
be glad to receive the proposition statement required for its v d

further consiaeration.

1 have the honour to¢ be,
sir, '

your most obedient servant,

Unaer Seey. to the govt. of Indla.
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