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OFFICE OF St RGEON-GENERAL

WiTH 1THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

1
WQ/ 7% May 1899,
ISURGEON—FENERAL f SIBTHORPE, C.B, F.R.C.F.L, /
SULRGEOR-(FENERAL WITH THE
s
GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS,
Tue Hon’BLe THE CHIEF SECRETARY T0 GOVERNMINT,
Ay, N
3 DEPARTMENT.
- Public
Sig, .

I have t@e honor to state that the Sub- -
-ordinate Medical Sﬂaff sanétioned for the Government
Maternity Hospital, Madras, after the transfer to that
institution of the Gynaecological wards from the late
Nomen and Children Hospital was one Military Assistant
Surgeon and two Civil Apothecaries.
2. In 1896 a strong fepresentation having
been made‘regarding its inefficiency Government, in G.O.

E . No. 1058, Public, dated 24th September 1896, accorded sanc-
-tion for provision being made in the budget for an gddi-
~tional Apothecary and since then there have been 8 Civil
Medical Subordinates for duty in the hospital in addition
to the Resident Military Assistant Surgeon.

3. .*-  The Superintendent of the institution has
now addressed me a letter on the subject showing how in-
-adequate the present staff is for the requirements of the
hospital and applying for a fourth.subordinate. He also

< encloses a list (attached) of the duties which now devolve

on the present staff and states:-

“ "From this enclosure it will be seen that a

"subordinate g’ficer comes on duty one day at 6 A.M. and

”does not leave the Hospital u'nti_l probably 12 (sometimes
"lé.ter) the r;éxt day, or a tour of duty of 32 hours. Bvery

"third night he spends in the hospital, and he gets little

4

rest
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' ¥rest the next day. The work of e hospital-is such,~the majority

* of labour cases occurring during the night - that he ha%,for about
“9 months of the yeag'to be constantly up during the night. With a
"larger staff, the Subordinate Medical'Officers could be of great
"help in the wards to the students, and could also help to train

{ "the nursing staff. At the present time they have too many beds

: "to look after and too ;uch work to do. I would propose to divide

"the number of lying=in beds between the present staff and a new

"subordinate if sanctioned, leaving the Gynaecological wards as

A Be

, "now under one man! the staff could also assist in giving anaes-
"ithetics instead of as at present permittiﬁk one man to do all
"the wurk. They could also tak; it in turns to assist me at opera-
"_tions, wﬁereby they would learn a great deal of practical work.

"Phe Senior subordinate might also take some of the work off the

» -

"Resident Assistant Surgeon’s Shoulders, and be made responsible

"for the various Registers of admissioms: What I most complain

"of is their having only 2 nights out of three in bed".

4, Government will see from the above that Lieute-

; -nant-Coclonel Sturmer; I.M.S., has made out a very strong case
i: for the addition of a fourth Medical Subordinate to the Hospital
- and I fully concur with him in all that he says regarding the
present unsatisfactory state of affairs. I therefore trust that

| {

in the interests of the efficiency of the hospital Government will
-

betpleased to sanction a fourth permanent Medical Subordinate for
At
) '_-;‘4\.;
' 5. _ " On receipt of the sanction of Government the

e -

necessary proposition and redistribuiion statements will be sub-

-mpitted.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

QR WY

Surgeon-General,

Surgeon-General with the Government

% 52‘ % of Madras.
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