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2 No. 76, Pusric, 11ta Jasvary 1598,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From F. G. SLY, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of Indis, Depar’t-
ment of Revenue and Agriculture (Emigration), to Her Britannic Majesty's
Consul, Beira, dated Calcutta, 21st Decomber 1597, No. 1582—37-8.

I am directed to acknowled i 1 letter,
. , ge with many thaoks the receipt of your
No. 20, dated the 15th November 1897, with ‘which vou pncloseg memorandum 0
mformatlox.l regarding the prospects of Indian emigrants to Beira.
t 2. ?uh reference to your proposal to furnish information quarterly showing the
nature of employment open to Indians, I am to say that, as annual reports ¥

sufficient for the purpoeses of th N Y 112 to trouble
you more frequently,p e Government of India, they are unwilling

——

No. 1883—37-s. p
or
inforrgz(:g':)rn.()f the correspondence forwarded to the Government of Madras
(By Order.)

(Signed) F. G. SLY,

Under Secy. to the Gort. of Indsa.

——

ExNcLostREs,

Letter from A. CARNEGIE ROSS, Fsq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consnl,vBe.ir‘B; to
the Secretary to the Government of India, dated 15th November 1897, No- =

Foreigh

In . N ) _
compliance with instruetions from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for  pation

Affairs, T have the honour to forward herewith enclosed memorandum of info
respecting Indian immigration to this district. d
There i8 no prospeet of any ever i i uld ot
. . oowv o any event happening, for some time, that WO ¢
incorrect the information given under the h{nxds (%3 to (4), and unless the GO".eml:;‘;’
of India considers more frequent information necessary f propose to furnish info
tion under head (a) every three months. .

——

MEyoRANPOM o‘f inf(:rmation respecting Indian immigration to the distn'cf_ of Belrsy
Fast Coast of Africa (Portuguese }mswésion), November 1897
{
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(1) As clerks and salesmen in Indian stores.—This is the most numerous class.
They mostly come from Cuteh, Mondvi and Porbundar and come out under contract at
first as quite young boys, returning to India at intervals during a long period of years.

(2) As messengers and office boys in European offices.—A small class from Madras,
all English-speaking.

(3) As cooks and domestic servants.—A very small class at present from Madras,
all English-speaking. There is an opening for a few good servants-generals.

(4) As artisans, chiefly carpenters.—There are some 20 or 30 in the place. All
are at present employed as work is plentiful. They work chiefly for Indians at rough
buildings, not competing with Kuropeans. They come from Bombay.

(5) As porlers and stevedores working at the custom house or on boardship.— At
present a couple of hundred under a capable English-speaking master would find

ample remunerative employment.
(6) Naiure of climate.~Hot, damp and malarious. January to April, heat and

heavy rains occur ; April to July, the country dries np and is very unheulthy, weather
becoming cooler ; July to November, dry, cvoler and comparatively healthy ; Novem-

ber to December, hot.
Indians keep their health in Beira on the Buzi river and at Massikessi, but not
at Fontesvilla, Chiniori or along the line of railway.,

(¢) Rate of wages.—
Clerks and salesmen to Indians Rs. 15 to Rs. 125 per month and all found.

Messengers and office boys, £8 to £10 per month.

Cooks, £5 to £8 per month and food.

Servants, £1 to £3 per month and food. i

Artisans: £6 to £10 per dey without food. "’W‘Jt,

Labourers, 2s. per day or £1 to £2 per month and food in addition.

(d) Cost of living—

£ s 4
Rice, Rangoon .. .o .o .o per sack of 160 1b. 1 0 o
Ghee .o .o .o ‘e .. 331h. 2 0 v
Dhal .. .o . . .. .o persack 1 10 0
Salt .. ‘e .o .o e e per221lb. 0 1 0
Tobacco . . . .o .. . .. per2t1b. 0 5 0
Flour .. .. .o . .. .. persack of 2001b. 2 0 0
Fowls .. .o .. . o . each 0 2 0
Eggs .. .. .o .o ) .. perdoz. 0 3 0
Oranges .o .o oo .o (X1 [ X ] ”» 0 2 6
Mangoes .. .o .o .. .. " 0 2 o

(e) Cost of transport to sceme of labour.—~Fare from Bombay to Beira from 30 to
40 rupees,
Beira 1tself, the seaport, is the best scene of labour. Men required for the railway

‘would be engaged in Beira and sent to post free.

Fare to Massikessi by train, 25s.

(f) Treatment of Asiatics by employers.—Complaints have, from time to time,
been made to this office, but none have been found to be well grounded.

(9) Writlen agreements are not usually made with clerks, cooks or servants, In
all cases agreements have been observed by employers, often broken by employés but
not enforced.

(k) Indisms are not subject to any special taxation.

In ecnelusion there is a good opening for lubourers and stevedores and in a lesser
degree for carpenters, cooks and domestie servants and lower rallway employés, All
but the carpenters will do better if they understand English.
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With referenee ton dec, i

frﬂYISlniftillrr COPIES -( o -.}Mt‘.h reeel \'1‘(1 fr('m YhC‘ F“l‘l'i

wherein my attle-lllth(’,rf ;(‘)mlg[""“]mn-v recetved from the ;:?dgfﬁ;(f;iﬂia§0d318t iﬂf&ﬁg’

from the G'nvornnwnt olfd? ]‘-:"H drawn to g despateh (No, 4%), dated rlll‘t}:lg}ll(:lv-laSt,

of India might be suppli nl‘ it Lord G Hamilton I'"'{U(‘.\'t‘i.l;ﬁ’ that the Gov 'mené

mformation upon the GI:lI})}:-:'f ”””:“}u'\. by Her Majosis l'nn:u’is i;l I’a"t XOf‘ ?;: e
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able to give them to the (I AUSWers 8o far as this distriet is conee ‘ ! s Om]‘i
various points raised in that letter, oncerned, as far as 1 am

—

(@) Nature of
, employiment nifo
I‘()ur(‘nz() \ . . / } f?.f ()/~(”/, a”/, .\_”. 17, ~ . . .
T [A [il'r(lll( S (Delagoa Bay  thepe is but l',i’:l’zf for Indiars.—In the district of
1e Indian populati - ! ittle opening for Indians seeking work
. 1on of the tow = ans seeking ’
individuals, who e town of Louren: .
Ss mav J. ourenzo Mare . e Q
@0 be (I.ISSC‘d as sturekm.p(.rg and the ir{ung (“Y;ghts of .per};aps 050
- S ‘Ir servauts or assistants.

These sta :
stores deal in hab
. ) a (xr(laqh(, .
engaged . fhery, hardwyre .
gaged mainly in the sale of aleglof i, 1t]i“ are, and general merchandise ; some are
atives,

Oatside the t

. s > town of I, .

Indian traders i .. sourenzo Mare )

Ind aders inhabitine egr varques a scattere i i

in a similar traff. Withn?heu.rugatm] iron huts (ar sn-:-qille«llylrt):lat'l)np Ofl'pf(l)s'mbl:fgg

prising the distyiots of Pm'(t?lliim‘.ps OVer an area of possihly 20 01‘('):) elg|c:\rieevr;‘ilz:15;§m'
12110se Maputaland ip the south ;Lf;%in%t .tgehljn'tish .l‘)order

of Zululand, up to » 1
L the native territories of ”H'/'ﬂ'llld as fa the Li .
al a8 far as the Limpopo river.
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) 10 p':lnmﬁ(m r !
empln}'mom to (-001." ln}m” S0 mauufu(:h»rws of any kind in thi istrict A

It may, therefore -
opem‘x\)g f't'rflndian lal;n}l:(;(‘,:sprted that Lourenzo Marques itself offers at present no
part from a copta; ’
European contravtnr;:;'(!;l‘ '}llmb(\r of Indians emploved on building work by local
to consist solely of the d«.nn:\:;\i}(:l(-)yuwm a8 Lourenzo .‘.Iar‘]llt‘.“ now jxlf]flf)rdsomay {)’e sal
The go-called ¢ gegix . S,erm"t class in the households of f d; gtorekeepers.
¢ '.‘\l\t;“lfs b} in fh , h OIUs O naian or Pe
sense of the word, heing ox eeted .
behind their empl”-"el's’-;‘o{uiterq‘ ofte

se s o . )
. t‘t"”‘-“ are practically servants in the general
0 perform menial duties as well as to serve

A few of the bett
. ] e 3 3 Y
i ool r educated may be retained as book-keepers and clerks in t

Of labourers in th
- e € pro
the buil proper sense of . .
;lfl cdol:l;ge:(): tr?;t;m above referred to tth}:‘er:‘n;;t ;:Flt('ie Itlhp fow men workin “
ou ] acticallv none.
for them. e found who understo ickmakine 1 : 1
( od brickmaking there is 8 small opeming
b) Nature of ¢l
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Marques is n e e climate .
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vear being fairly cool :mdp;:";:}ﬂ']e hottest and txnhealthioc;]smeinye;be rest of the
season not clearly defined. T'}l)o }‘h The. rainfall i« Rvantv.. and \th(: co-called rainy
to December. _ The malaria] fm';\: (1*::, rainfall generally takes place from September
cascs of typhoid, due to diot ang abéeu‘(z(:?f t‘:att}{‘)‘; (iistri(;‘: is not gcnerally fatal ; bu
- . are otten noted.

(e) Rate of wages.-—_} ¢
A et-—~A few Indi:
building contractors on wages muéi]nl; ;::Zlozzo?lrt](gsp]a;tim? b el;'p:::yed 7 -
- 6d. to 5¢. per diem.
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The wages paid by Indian storekeepers to the servants they engage in India are

much smaller than this.
It is difficult to arrive at anything like exact figures, as local Indian store-

keepers and merchants are unwilling to discuss their business engagements with their
employés with the Consul; and any information they might be induced to give would

probably be unreliable.
(d) Cost of living.—Cost of living is exceedingly high; although the Indian
opulation being satisfied with less is not affected by the high prices charged for

P .
icles of European life to the same extent as the white inhabitants.

ordinary art1
Inferior rice from Zanzibar or,India is sold at from 25s. to 30s. per bag of about

160 1b.

TFish is scarce and dear. Fruit and vegetables too are scarcely grown and are
very dear—the scarcity of water, sandy nature of the soil and prevalence of high and

hot winds being against agriculture.
The country, beyond a scanty supply of mealies and millet insufficient even for

its own native population, produces no food supplies save cattle and an inadequate
yield of attenuated African chickens.

Rice and the food stuffs used by Indians are, it is believed, imported chiefly from
Zanzibar and India; while mealies and mealie meal and salt are brought by dhows

from the country around Mozambique town.

(&) Cost of transport to scene of lahour.—While. as has been stated under para-
graph (a) practically no cooly labour demand exists in or cutside the town of Lourenzo
Marques, a large and growing Bl'}tlsh 11}(11&11 population finds employment in the
Transvaal, and doubtless many Indians going to Johannesburg or Pretoria seek those

destinations »id Delagoa Bay.
The railway fares from Lourenzo Marques to these places are as follows :—

— First-class. Second-class. Third-class,
o I
£ s d. £ s d £ s d
To Pretoria . . e 4 65 6 3 80 1 3 0
To Johannesburg .. . .. 417 0 317 0 1 7 6
I

The majority of Indians appear to travel second-class on the local or Transvaal
railways.
The third-class on both the Portuguese and Netherlands railways consists either
exposed to sun and all weathers, or else of what may be termed

of open goods trucks
in which passengers are

close goods trucks but little differing from cattle vans,

huddled without regard to seating space or numbers.
This means of transport is generally reserved for and solely used by African

natives,
(f) Treatment of Asiatics by employers.— Asiatics are almost solely employed by

Asiatics.
The few Indians in the service of Englishmen or other white men are well treated,
but these form a scarcely appreciable proportion of the total number employed. .

Disputes between Hindu or Muhammadan storekeepers and their employés are,
it is believed, of fal_rly frequent occurrence ; and complaints by the latter of alleged
jll-treatment by their masters are sometimes made to Her Majesty’s Consul in Lourenzo

Marques. ,
Such differences are, as a rule, not susceptible of easy arrangement either by the

Consul or b}{ the local Portuguese la_w court to which they are at times referred,
owing to the ill-defined and unauthenticated agreements produced as evidence of the
contract or its breach; and also to the difficulty of finding any one to interpset

correctly.
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On the whole it is believed that Asiatics in local employ are fairly well treated, it
being borno in mind that the treatment they receive ,here is probablv' that they have
been accustomed to receive at the hands of the same class of their own countrymen
in British India.

(9) Whether agreements are usually made and kept.—The only agreements between
Indians and local employers hitherto produced at this consulz'itecfor the Consul’s
inspection have been drawn up in the vernacular and are apparently unauthenticated
by any recognized authority in British India.

They would appear to have been simply private understandings or promises com-
mitted to writing, and presumably signed by the emplover (or his Agent in India) and
employé without any attesting certificate of a local Indian authoritv—such as would
render them of value either before Her Majesty’s Consul in Lourenzo Marques or io 8
local Portuguese Court of Justice.

A local agreement made at Lourenzo Marques between an Asiatic master and
servant would, of course, require the sanction of, and would be drawn up in accordance
with, Portuguese law and usage ; and such agreement would no doubt be kept, or if
broken, legal rem dy would be available,

As, however, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Consul at Lourenzo Marques the
larger number of Indian workers cowing to Lourenzo Marques embark from Indian
ports with agreements alrealy drawn up in India, and it is believed generally of the
loose and ill-defined character above referred to, it would be well if it could be made
known that such agreements drawn up in the Indian vernacular and without attestation
of any kind, have no legal value in Lourenzo Marques and cannot be appealed to
before the local courts in any procceding between master and servant it may be
sought to institute thereupon.

_ Agreements drawn up in India to have legal value locally sbould be made either
before a recognized British Indian authority ; or should (i»ossibh' preferably) be

autheuticated by a Portuguese Consular othice in British India.

In anv case it'would be well for British Indians to bear in mind that they
cannot, under any cireumstances, hope to find in Portuguese Fast Africa the same
readiuess of_ access to local authorities, or facilities for obtaining legal remedies in the
event of their suffering wrong or they are accustomed to (»njnvo in British India, of
may rightly look to obtain in those British Colonies they cmigr:.xte to.

(k) Whether Indians are subject to any special taration.—No special personal taxes
are levied on Indians in Lourenzo Marques or district.

_Indian traders pay for a trading, bawking, or canteen license according to their
calling ; but this tax applies to the occupation, not to the person, or nationality of him
filling it. ,

A personal tax——Bilhete de residencia—is also levied on all foreign residents,
and 1s applicable to Indians as to others,

A special tax upon Indians is levied in the Transvaal, whose frontier extends
ouly 56 miles tnland of Lourenzo Marques, and is the western boundary of the
province, but information upon this point. as upon all others connected with the employ-

ment of Indians in that country, can be onlyv ri i Her Majesty’s
Agent at Pretoria. > y rightly obtained from He J

Inhambane is included in the jurisdiction of Her Majesty's Consul at Lourenzo
Marques but bas no actual resident Consular representative.

The port, which is comparatively unimportant, lies about 180 miles north of
Lourenzo Marques, and is chiefly served by coasting craft and small steamers,

slthough the British India Navigation Steam Company have made it one of thewr
ports of call. v

Tue town is quite a small settlement and it is assumed by the Consul that the
for_egomg rgmar!n are as applicable to the conditions attachiﬁg to the settlement 0
British Indians in Inhambane and district as Lourenzo Marques.

- e e o e o e e et
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Endorsement—No. 1917—37-9, dated 31st December 1897.

Forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, in continuation of
endorsement, No. 1883 —37-8, dated the 21st December 1897.

(By Order.)

(Signed) F. G. 8LY,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Orper—No. 76, Public, dated 11th January 1898.

Communicated in continuation of G.0., No. 677, Public, dated 31st May 1897
to the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

r

(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secrctary.

To the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

¥ad. A. F. Eoceleston.
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