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* Note by the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 6th January 1899. }, -

The current for disposal in this file is a ‘memorial from a number of the;

compositors and piece-workers in the ‘Government Press complaining of the
grievances and disadvantages which they are subject to while working at thg
Press, and setting forth their grievances. »
# confused and not easy to*understand, touches on the followingsinatters:— , -

The memorial, which i1s somewha

(1) (Paragra})h.! 1 and }.) The jdiscretioria;'y rates allowed for tt;bular

matter. They complain that the Superintendent goes-on. reducing the scale of
rates ; that the men aye never consuited, and that the rates are cut dowh week

after week. | o L . C e e
Paragrophs 8 and 3.) They complain that the scale of rates drawn -
up in 1861 has been altered, the Superintendent having deliberately framed -

(2)

» another scale of rates and submitted the same to Government stating that it had

~ Legislative Council to look into all the irregularities complained of. .

- (b) They ask that the em system which.is followed in other Presidencies . -
may be introduced into this Presidency also. + « - ‘ .

« their seniority in service, - * ..

which they bold should be done by a separate department. o :

the Examining. department.

wark, and say that inthis connection
hour-work substituted. .

the #sent of the memorialists, and artfully obtained' its sanction.

(8) (Paragraph 6.) They complain that they are underpaid for correction,

(‘1). (Paragraph 7.) ) Thgy complain that they ‘sustain‘ loss By the action of _
(5) (Paragiaph 8.) “They want-a work-table set up in the office, 7 “*
(6) (Paragraph 10.) - They complain that they are kept waiting for night-
piece-work should bé done away with and

*

2. In garagraph 12, however, they sum up their.grievances as fellows:i—,

(a) They ask for a Commission of experts and non-official. members of the

R VN

- .

(¢) They ask that-prometions may be gf\'en tp’ Vcc')mpositou‘according to

Ld : L] . i .
: - L 4
.. . . _Q - -

ated 30th - .

" From theé Superiqtendent;"Govefnment Press, glatéd 22nd May1897; )
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(d) They ‘ask that the Superinfendent be réquifed to produce the seale of \ . .
rates framed by him subsequent to that framed by the last Commissions '

3. Taking the complaints in the order of the r;lemorial, -com'plaint .No. 1is

. entirely unfounded. It is true that the valuation of tabular matter is in-some

weasure discretionary, but this is inevitable and due to fhe nature of the work.:

The system followed in the Government Prﬁ
offices throughout India and, in the hands ol skilled and technica

well.

in their hands.
4. As to the second ¢

rule of the Press is that, except it special insta
corrections are valued and paid for. -

6. As to the fourth complaint, it is likely that the Examining (’(répartment

Lo ETS s £ L{ Lo

‘4

ss is that largely adoFted in printing

printers, worke

In such technical matters Governmentecannot' interfere with the qualified
officers ‘'whom it has imported to control the Press, and the matter should be left

hd

omplaint, this alsé is entirely unfounded. Thete has
been no change in the rate, which has been two annas for 1,000 ens of plain matter
.sjnce the Commission, and the rate remains the same still. } :

5.. Their third complaint\ annot-be entertained. To-"allow correction to be *
done by a sepayate department W -uld obviously be a premium on careless and bad .
work. The rates as fixed by the “ommission were fixed for correct work. The -

3 ;i ,—“...' x

nces setded bqurehapd, author’s

is capable of improvement. If the Examining department is not efficient, the
Superintendent should remove without hesitation any one not fit for the work.
~ His attention should be called to the matter on which he should report. .

7. As-to their fifth complaint, the memorialists thenfselves had no definite
idea as to what they wanted, but their meaning seems to have been to assert that
there was a delay or improper dealing in the .distribution of copy: ‘I could

8. As to their sixth complaint, it seem
rendéred expedtent the change from the time-work s

; o Dot find that there was any good ground to suppose that there was anything
« objectiomable occurring-in regard.to this matter. o -

8 plain that the same reason which

ystem to the piece-work ,S}’Stem .

. precludes the proposal to treat night-work on the hour system. , T
‘9. As to the requésts contained in the last paragraph of the memorial, the.

" be acceded to. - - o

‘request for the appeintment of a Commiss

» e

ion is quite

4 .

unnecessary and should not

10.. The request ‘that emi system followed in other Presidencies may be
introdneod here also is meaningless in its present form since two ens are equal to
one vir--.niversally. What yeally the memorialisfs seem to have intended to

" convey was a request that tabular matter and solid matter should be valued in
exactly the same manner. The request is.on its face obviously absurd and unjust

to Government and would

11; It is not expedient that’ promoti

very

e -

» ) \ largely increase the cost of tabular matter to the ®
_great benefit of the petitioners. . ..~ . £ e oo T ‘ R
on should be given:to the tompositors

)

according to seniority in service. - Piece-workeis have no service and the object of -
. the system is tp pay each man what he earns by his skill. - In such & system each
man’s promotion is in his own hands, Good work-at once shows and promotion

follows on it. .
12. In regard to the

request that the Sup

T

erin

tendent be called u:pon to

. - produce the scale of rates framed by him subsequent to that framed by the last
Comission, attention is requésted to G.O., &. No. 2, Public, dated 2nd January
B *

1899. ) ’

13. Tn conclusion it is only fecessary to add that tﬁg Chief Sé(:’rétar§ has

twice visited the Press in connection with this complaint, has gone carefull

nto

the werking of the matters complained of at the Press.itself and in commynication
with the Superintendent,.and has gone through the_lr memorial with the more
intelligent of the piece-work compositors who-have signed it and who seemed to

* be the prime movers in its submission, and has endeavoured to-understand wh
. they meant to Eonvey and what In effect were their grievances, if any. % . .. 4,
: . . g R
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T OBI{ER—NO. 72, Pubhc, dated 18th January 1899. - e
 His Excellency the Governor in Council entirely agrees with the v1ews
expressed by the Chief Secretary in bis note above recorded.

o2 The Superintendent, Government Press,

to in paragraph 6 of the Chief Secretary’s'note.

» 3. The Government observes that®he memorial is in certain passages distinctly

. . insubordinate in tone, more. especially towards the Superjntendent of-the Press.
- It will be pomted out {0 the memorialists that subordination must be. insisted
on, and that the orders of the Superintendent, who possesses the conﬁdence of

T Government, must be 1mphcltfy obe) ed.
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BACK PAPERS.

@0. | No. Department. Date. _

FURTHER PAPERS.

G.0. No. Department. Date.

Exhibit A.

PusLic DRPARTMENT.

Proceedings of the Madras Government.

From the Compositors of the Government Press, dated 21st Januaary, 20th February
and 18th April 1888.

From the Superintendent, Government Press, dated 6th February and 19th April
1888, Nos. 3632 and 185, respectively.

Oxrper—12th July 1888, No. 694.

The petitioners will be informed that His Excellency the Governor in Council after
a careful consideration of the representations made in the foregoing papers, is of opinion that
they have no valid grievance, except perhaps as regards the discretionary rates allowed for
Tabular Matter, and the operations of the present leave and peosion rules, so far as they
affect piece-work men. These will be remedied as far as possible, but the sanction of the
Government of India will have to be obtained for any alteration in the lsave and pension
rules. There is no grounds for the appointment of a Commission or for the revival of the
office of the Supervisor and a scale of allowance fixed with a reference to the nature of the
work done practically, means the abolition of piece-work system and is quite out of the
question, ‘
* * * *

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W.S. MAYER,
Assistant Becretary.

(Signed) R. HILL,
Superintendent.
20-7-88.
To B. Melder and other Compositors of the Government Press,
through the Superientendent.

Exhibit B.

From the Piece Work Compositors of the Government Press, Madras, to R. HILL, Esq.,
Superintendent, Government Press, Madras, dated June.1£96.

We, the nandersigned Compositors of the Secreb‘Def)artment/, Government Press,
beg most respectfully to briug the following to your generous and sympathetic consideration.

It is not unknown to you that when wa petitioned Government some 8 years ago
regarding the great disadvantages we are lahoring under as piece-work men, how our grie-
vances represented therein in respect to arbitrary reduction of charges, sundays and holidays
being unprofitable, all duritions of illness and enumerative perinds of income below 10
Rapees a month carrying no pension, and last, not least, salaries for pension retrogressing
with declining age and loss of vigor, met with their sympathy, and in their order conveyed
to us through you, assured us that the evils complained of wiil be remedied as far as possible,

From that period to this, we find that instead of our condition being in some way
ameliorated, our salaries are dwindling still lower into insignificance by the curtailment of
charges, which are cut down according to the whims and fancies of Foremen in the first
instance, or rough account and then by the Deputy and Assistant Superintendents in tho
fair or final book entry. What is considered reasonable by them in one month is deemed
excessive in a subsequeut one for similar work, and under such circumstance how are we to
calculate an income. If in the prime of life we can barely earn sufficient sums with existing
rates, to maintain ourselves and families, is it possible we can do so in advanced age to
entitle us to any respectable pension. We need hardly poiat out the fact to yon that while
the salaries of the permanent staff progress as the recipients advance in age and their last
or highest pay is calculated for pension, our retrogress with declining age and loss of vignr
and consequently what is allowed us when retiring is no more than a mere pittance. Besides,
all the privileges of the service so liberally conceded to perwanent hands is absolutely denied
us and chus makes our work a life-long drudgery to us,
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In our struggles to earn in income ‘about 10 Rupees a month with a view to md
the sum pensionable, we need hardly state the many difficulties which beset us in our
endeavours. We have not only yery ofteun to wait for materials for indefinite hours to set up
a piece of work and sometimes for days for sorts to substitate the real article far that impro-
vised during the process of composition, but when the work is completed and proof sub-
mitted first to the Rough Proof Reader and then to Examiner, it often takes longer still to
return to us, with whom time is money.

As wo are anable to endure any longer the hardships imposed on our labors, and
particularly the discretionary rates allowed us for certain class of work in an arbitrary man-
ner, we venture to appeal to you for redress, in the hope that you, like the Roman Goddess
—Justice—will, as our superior, typify yourself in holding the scales with bandaged eyes
equally and evenly, so that we may all, irrespective of our services in the press, feel the
inflaence of your just and impartial grievauce. For which act of kindness we shall feel
estremely gratefu} and as in duty bound ever pray.

Exhibit C.

From A.S.RUTHINAM PILLAY and others, Compositors, Government Press, to R. HILL,
Esq., Superintendent, Government Press, Madras, dated 22nd August 1896.

We the Compositors of the Government Press, humbly beg your honour to give the
following your kind consideration :

We wrote two letters dated 27th June and 11th July 1896 to you complaining that
our charges are too low and that it was valued by yourself, Deputy and Assistant at too low a
rate without giving consideration to any scale whatever and we therefore very repectfully beg
you to let us know what has become of the old scale that was drawn up by the Orders of Gov-
ernment when the piece system was introdaced by a Committee including the Hon’ble R. S.
Ellis, Fwg., who was then Chief Secretary, and others. *

We request you will favor us with a reply at an early date so as to apply to His
Excellency the Governor in Council.

Exhibit D.

Memorandum, No. 2155, dated Government Press, Madras, 3rd September 1896.

With reference to the letter, dated the 22nd August 1896, from the marginally
noted . Compositors asking for information
regarding the old scale which was drawn up
when the piece work system was introduced

. in 1861, the Superintendent informs them

that this was first modified in 1862, and that the scale at present in nse is that which was
approved by Government in G. O., No. 694 Public, dated 12th July 1888, and G.O., No. 136
Public, 18th dated February 1889, when replying to the petition from certain compositors as to
the rates paid, &c. This scale is well known to all compositors in the prese, and is readily
accessible for reference whenever necessary.

8. Rathnam Pillay. ‘ G. Gregory.

M. Atherubasawmy. P. Cunneappan.
G. Thamothaiam. N. Rungaswami,
F. Sarvuthoman. .

(Signed) X. FISHER, Dy,
for Superitendent.

To Messrs. S. Ruthnam Pillai, and others.

———

- Exhibit E.

From the Compositors, Aadras Government Press, to the Chief Secretary, Public, &e.,
Departments, through the Superintendent, Governwent Press, Madras, dated Sep-
- tember 1896, : .

We kindly request that your honour will be kind enough to furnish us with copies
of the marginally noted Government Orders,
(. 0., No. 694 Public, dated 12th July 1888 and G.0O., as we require them for certain information
No. 136 Public, dated 8th February 1889, . . . .
in connection with the piece work system
pow in vogue in the Government Press.

7 For which act of kindness, we will feel very thankful.

/

~
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His Excellency The Right Honourable

The Governor in Council,
FORT ST. GEORGE.

The humble Memorial of the undersigned
Compositors of the Piece Work Depart-
ment, Government Gazette Press, Mint
Buildings, Madras.
MoST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,
1. That the Memorialists in the year 1888 submitted a petition to

Government complaining of the grievances and disadvantages they were subject

to at the hands of both the Foremen and Superintendent, when an order

was passed thereon dated 12th July 1888, No. 694, which inter alia stated thus :—

« except perhaps as regards the discretionary rates allowed for Tabular matter ” -
«and the operations of the present leave and pension rules, as far as they affect ”

¢ Pioce Workmen, these will be remedied as far as possible.” That this order

was communicated to the Superintendent who failed to give Memorialists such

remedy as will appear below, hence Memorialists are constrained to re-address

Government on the same subject and to recaptulate their grievances.

9. That originally the system adopted by’G'OVernment with reference to
your Memorialists was permanent and fixed sg.laf'iés, but it having come to the
cognizance of Government that at that time certain Departmental defects were
existing and that undue preference was being given to juniors the Piece system
was introduced, whereby Memorialists’ emoluments would be advantageous and
proportionately served out, to carry out which system a Commission was organized
in 1861 who drew up a scale of rates intended to make up or compensate Memo-
rialists for deprivation of certain privileges (which the permanent hands enjoy)
guch as illness, Government holidays, Sunday, and slackness in work, thus enabling
Memorialists to provide for their family and themselves in their dotage.

3. That in the face of such order of Government, the Superintendent.
has most deliberately framed another scale of rates, clandestinely submitted the
same to Government stating that it had the assent of Memorialists and artfully
obtained its sanction. Of all these his doings Memorialists were kept in perfect
darkness and only came to know of the same in May 1896—by the accompanying
endorsement on their petition to the Superintendent, Exhibit E. Whereupon
Memorialists repeatedly addressed the Superintendent requesting him to furnish
them with the old as well as the new scales as also for copies of G- Os., No. 694,
Public Department dated 12th July 1888, G. O. No. 136, Public Department, dated

8th February 1889 and Miscellaneous G. O. No. 1265 dated 1st December 1896 @~

all of which were refused to Memorialists without any tangible grounds being
assigned for the refusal. A reference to the accompanying Exhibits A, B, C, D,
and E will bear testimony to their statements.

4. That not being satisfied with what he had done, the Superintendent
still goes on reducing the seale of rates already reduced as stated above and that
as regards the scale for Tabular work the Memorialists are never consulted with
and their work is merely rated according to the whims and fancies of Foremen
Compositors in the first rough account and the Superintendents in the Fair Final
Book Entry, and rates considered reasonable in one month, are in the subsequent
month deemed excessive and cut down and decreased for similar work and Memori-
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alists are quite ignorant as to what salary they would actually draw, until tbi,
day of payment, when to their utter dismay and surprise they are made recipients
of paltry sums, which quite]dishearten them.

5. That the labor taken by them for a page, when the piece system
was introduced, is the same even to this day. While such is the case the
Memorialists do not see any reason whatever for reducing their rates, If the
plea is that the printing work has increased, the printing work should be reduced
and not their rates which is very unjust. At the time when the piece system was

first introduced the market rates were very low and things were ver{ cheap. -

Whereas as the rates in the market are double now and things are very dear;
the Memerialists should be paid increased rates for the work turned out-by them.
In lieu of this their actual wages are reduced. . -

6. That they are quite underpaid for correction in the Authors’ Proofs
which is very tedious and takes time and must ask the kind Government to adopt
the same system which isin vogue as in the other Presidencies, viz., to leave a
separate Department for this work designating it as the ‘ Correction Department ”
which system will save Memorialists from suffering loss and prevent delays.

7. That they sustain a loss by the examining branch of the Press where
many unpassed and inefficient men are employed on higher salaries when gradu--
ates or other efficient men can be had who would work better and more intelligently
than the present staff of examiners. The proofs at present pass through three
hands unnecessarily before they are finally struck out which not only delays the
work but also takes much of their time. If the Examiner is intelligent and
efficient, the proof will be passed by one man so that there will be no loss of
paper, loss of time, loss of labour to pressmen and the compositors. All these
are consequent upon the employment of several unpassed and inefficient men as
examiners.

8. That Memorialists would urge upon Government to order a time or

. work table being kept in a prominent part of the press building showing what

work is distributed, when distributed, when completed and delivered and the rate
at which their work is to be charged as is done in the other Presidencies so that
it could not only be ascertained who works, who are working hard and who are
idle and also the amount they will get for the work done by them which will be
a sort of encouragement to them.

9. That while about 10 men could complete certain quantity of work
treble the number are engaged and that the Superintendent is actually robbing
the poor and feeding the rich. Memorialists are treated more like slaves than
ordinary beings and they cannot find words to express the tyranny which they
suffer.

10. That work is now often exacted from the Memorialists at nights,
and that they are paid very little for the same. That it would be just and prefer-
able to pay Memorialists for night work at so much for hour which shall be at least
double the day rate per hour. That at present, very often when ordered for night
duty, Memorialists wait till 10 or 12 at night and get no work at all and in conse-
quence no wages for the time they are kept waiting uselessly. And that for the
foregoing reasons the present system of remuneration for night work should be at

once done away with and the charge suggested by Memorialists or something
similar introduced instead.

11. Momorialists leave it for Government to judge and decide how
Memorialists possibly could in their dotage become entitled to anything like decent
pension under the last 5 years’ service when the very sap and juice is drained out
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them in their younger years and under the incessant decrease in seale of rates,
and beg to point out to Government and that very prominently (which would not
be out of place) that the Superintendent deliberately is practising deception on
them by paying Memorialists for 53 lines, when they have actually turned out
about 69 lines and converts the solid matter into lead out scale.

Under the above circumstances the Memorialists pray :—
1. That this their Memorial will be accepted and considered.
II. That to do thorough justice to the Memorialists a Commission of

w
IIL.

IV.

experts from other Presidencies thoroughly acquainted with
printing may be appointed to loolf into all the irregularities com-
plained of, which Memorialists will not only establish in person
but will also bring to light other irregularities and grievances
they are subject to.

That the em system which is followed in the other Presidencies may

be introduced in this Presidency also. The introdaction of this
will not only effect a saving of Rs. 2,000 per month under super-
vision, but will also justly compensate the Compositors for the
work done by them. If this em system be not introduced,
Memorialists pray that they be paid hereafter fized monthly sala-
ries according to the classification in force previous to the
year 1861.

That promotions may be given to Compositors according to their

seniority in service, but not according to favouritism, as persons of
long service are kept in the back ground while new-comers are

appointed as secret compositors, annual index compositors, ime

posers and foremen.

A

V. That the Superintendent be -called upon to produce before such

C ommission the scale of rate framed by him subsequent to that
framed by the last Commission, as also the G. 0. 694 dated 12th

July 1888, G.O. 136 ‘dated 8th February 1889, and Mis. G+ O. 1265 ’

dated 1st December 1896. which Memorialists were refused to be
furnished with.

For which prayer, if granted, Memorialists as in duty bound,

30th March 1897.

WILL EVER PRAY.
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In our struggles to earn in income about 10 Ruapees a month with a view to make
the sum pensionable, we need hardly state the many difficulties which beset us in our
endeavours. W have not only very often to wait for materials for indefinite hours to set up

a piece of work and sometimes for days for sorts to substitute the real article for that impro-
vised during the process of composition, but when the work is completed and proof sub-
mitted first to the Rough Proof Reader an

d then to Examiner, it often takes longer still to
return to us, with whom time is money.

As we are unable to endure any longer the hardships imposed on our labors, and
particularly the discretionary rates allowed us for certain class of work in an arbitrary man-
ner, we venture to appeal to you for redress, in the hope that you, like the Roman Goddess
—dJustice—will, as our superior, typify yourself in holding the scales with bandaged eyes
equally and evenly, so that we may all, irrespective of our services in the press, feel the

inflaence of your just and impartial grievauce. For which act of kindness we shall feel
extremely gratefu} and as in duty bound ever pray.

Exhibit C.

From A.S.RUTHINAM PILLAY and others, Compositors,
' Esq., Superintendent, Government Press, Madras,

We the Compositors of the Government Press, humbly beg your honour to give the
following your kind consideration :

We wrote two letters dated 27th June and 11th Jul
our charges are too low and that it w

rate without giving consideration to a

Government Press, to R. HILL,
dated 22nd August 1896,

y 1396 to you complaining that
a8 valued by yourself, Deputy and Assistant at too low a,
ny scale whatever and we therefore very repectfully beg
you to let us know what has become of the old scale that was drawn up by the Orders of Gov-
ernment when the piece system was i

ntroduced by a Committee including the Hon’ble, K. S. 44
Ellis, Png., who was then Chief Secretary, and others. A
" ‘We request you will favor us with a re

: ply at-an early date so as to apply to His
Excellency the Governor in Council.

Exhibit D,

Memorandum, No. 2155, dated Government Press, Madras, 3rd September 1896.

With reference to the letter, dated the 22nd August 1896, from the marginally

noted Compositors asking for information
regarding the old scale which was drawn up
when the piece work system was introduced

i 1861, the Superintendent informs them
that this was first modified in 1862, and that the scale at present in use is that which was
approved by Government in G. O., No. 694 Public, dated 12th July 1888, and G.0., No. 136
Public, 18th dated February 1889, when replying to the petition from certain compositors as to

the rates paid, &c. This scale is well known to all compositors in the press, and is readily
accessible for reference whenever becessary,

S. Ruthnam Pillay, l
M. Atherubasawmy,

G. Thamotharam.
F. Sarvuthoman.

G. Gregory.
P. Cunneappan,
, N. Rungaswami,

(Signed) R. FISHER, Dy., -

for Superintendent.
To Messrs. S. Ruthnam Pillai, and others. i

S ————

Exhibit E.

From the Compositors, Madras Government Press, to the Chiof Secretary, Public, &o.,
Departments, through the Superintendent, Government Press, Madras, dated Sep-
tember 1896.

We kindly request that your honour will be kind enough to furnish us with copies

of the marginally noted Government Orders,
as we require them for certsin information
in connmection with the piece work system )
now in vogue in the Government Press.

G. 0., No. 694 Public, dated 12th July 1888 and G. 0.,
No. 136 Public, dated 8th Febroary 1889.

For which act of kindness, we will fee] very thankful.

to His Excellency The Right Honourable

The Governor in Council,
FORT ST. GEORGE.

The humble Memorial of the undersigned
Compositors of the Piece Work Depaq:t-
ment, Government Gazette Press, Mint
Buildings, Madras.

HEWETH ) .
Most nns;mcw;ju;:: ihe Mex;lorialiStS in the year 1888 submitted a petition to

. ject
; dvantages they were subjec
ining of the grievances and disa :
GOVGTD‘}‘;"“;::;‘;:) lzlfmﬁitﬁ the gForemeu and Superl.nterfdent, ?;vhenteznthzﬁi
to at t ed thereon dated 12th July 1888, No. t94, which inter alia Ztaa1 a‘tte-r -
o PaS: ; rh: s ag regards the discretionary rates allowed fo; Ta utzr maﬁect” ‘
1] . o
e o oo e v i peion e 1 s e o
' : i ossible.
« Pi these will be remedied as far as p ) e h
Fleco Worl'ﬁm::é to the Superintendent who failed to give .Memorlahstsdds;l:ss
was Zomm:?l(l:aappear below. hence Memorialists are constrained to re-a
3 Wl 2 N . .
reme yn?ent on the same subject and to recaptulate their grlevance.s A
Govern 9. That originally the system adopted by Government .w1th re ere:o o
) ‘ laries, but it having come
sali 3 permanent and fixed sa :
your Memor(l):h(s;:v::nﬁent that at that time certain Departmenlfal It’i.ef::b: ‘SV;I':;
1 . . . - e
wg;;iagnzzd that undue preference was being given to ]“‘;(‘iorse tagvanltacreous; and
ex1 ialists’ luments wou S
; whereby Memorialists’ emo 0 F od
was mt.mdl:cf d’served ogt, to carry out which system a Commission was :rg;lr:;; '
Proportllona;:g }:1rew up a scale of rates intended to make up or comé’e}?s‘:dz onjoy)
i ?86 f Wde rivation of certain privileges (which the perlfmnenk ta;bus enabling
rialsts cﬁ‘ esg Government holidays, Sunday, and slackness in v(vioxi; s
ness, . i e.
Such as'all.i,sts to provide for their family and themselves in their dotag _—
Hemer 3. That in the face of such order of Government, thf S“I‘:)e“.ntteg the
) tes, clandestinely submitte
i framed another scale of rates, A
as mOStG(rl ehtl"‘:iieiz s:ating that it had the assent of Memorlahits ::n‘?1 ar(t;’it;(lalcyt
. all 1
obia tod '(:;:esanction. Of all these his doings Memorialists Werih ep - I;nying
Obta];lne ;nd only came to know of the same in May 1896—]?%.1} ;Jac threupon
darinos ent on their petition to the Superintendent, Exhi y hm to furnish
endorsf IIll'sf,tsx repeatedly addressed the Superintendent requ(?stlnfg s lOs No. 694,
MemOlljdﬁll the old as well as the new scales as also for cople's OD . rtn;:ant ‘dated
gltjtr:lli: ]l)epartment dated 12th July 1888, G.O O.§0.11236€i, g:g(;c]s tell);ecembe’r 1896
. 5}
1889 and Miscellaneous G. - No. . ds bein
o Fetl):'l;;r);vere refused to Memorialists without any tanglb;?birozng o Dg
" ’Of Wd lfor' the refusal. A reference to the accompanying Exhibits 4, B, U, L,
assigne i ir statements.
ill bear testimony to their sta .
ek Wﬂtliv e'I‘hai: not being satisfied with what he had done, th((a1 Sgpermte;i;!;z
‘ duced as stated above an
. ine the scale of rates already redu b
sl goe?iothzeg::ll: gfor Tabular work the Memonal¥sts are never.conj:l;f:i;::n
e rk is merely rated according to the whn-ns and fan.cletshe o il
and thel.r WO. the first rough account and the Superintendents .m st
o o, d rates considered reasonable in one month, are in 1]; e S&l Me?n o
try, an imilar work an .
Bz(;l:hE;exed cacessive and cut down and decreased for sumilar w
m upuslv

"
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alists are quite ignorant as to what salary they would actuslly draw, until the

day of payment, when to their utter dismay and surprise they are made recipients
of paltry sums, which quite]dishearten them.

5. That the labor taken by them for a page, when the piece system
was introduced, is the same even to this day. While such is the case the
Memorialists do not see any reason whatever for reducing their rates. If the
plea is that the printing work has increased, the printing work should be reduced
and not their rates which is very unjust. At the time when the piece system was
first introduced the market rates were very low and things were verg cheap.
Whereas as the rates in the market are double now and things are ny dear,

the Memerialists should be paid increased rates for the work turned out hy.¢hem. -

In lieu of this their actual wages are reduced. i)

6. That they are quite underpaid for correction in the Authors™ Proofy
which is very tedious and takes time and must ask the kind Government to adopt
the same system which is in vogue as in the other Presidencies, viz., to leave a
separate Department for this work designating it as the * Correction Department
which system will save Memorialists from suffering loss and prevent delays.

7. That they sustain a loss by the examining branch of the Press where

many unpassed and inefficient men are employed on higher salaries when gradu-

ates or other efficient men can be had who would work better and more intelligently
than the present staff of examiners. The proofs at present pass through three
hands unnecessarily before they are finally struck out which not only delays the
work but also takes much of their time. If the Examiner is intelligent and
efficient, the proof will be passed by one man so that there will be no loss of
paper, loss of time, loss of labour to pressmen and the compositors. All these

are consequent upon the employment of several unpassed and inefficient men as
examiners.

8. That Memorialists would urge upon Government to order a time or
work table being kept in a prominent part of the press building showing what

. work is distributed, when distributed, when completed and delivered and the rate _

at which their work is to be charged.as is done in the other Presidencies so that
it could not only be ascertained who works, who are working hard and who are

idle and also the amount they will get for the work done by them which will be
a sort of encouragement to them.

9. That while about 10 men could complete certain quantity of work
treble the number are engaged and that the Superintendent is actually robbing
~the poor and feeding the rich. Memorialists are treated more like slaves than
ordinary beings and they cannot find words to express the tyranny which they
suffer.

_ 10. That work is now often exacted from the Memorialists at nights,
and that they are paid very little for the same. That it would be just and prefer-
able to pay Memorialists for night work at so much for hour which shall be at least
double the day rate per hour. That at present, very often when ordered for night

L
3 Y

\
PELEEL ) WSRO

R (&\fi '

duty, Memorialists wait till 10 or 12 at night and get no work at af] and in consge- -

once done away with and the charge suggested by Memorialists or somethin
similar introduced instead. 8

: they are kept waiting uselessly. And that for the .
foregoing reasons the present system of remuneration for night work should be at

t Aoy is dtTie Conmal:

- 0 ) 3 {
of them in their younger years and under the incessant decrease in scale of rates,
and beg to point out to Government and that very prominently (which would not

be out of place) that the Superintendent deliberately is practising deception on °

them by paying Memorialists for 53 lines, when they have actually turned out

‘ about 69 lines and converts the solid matter into lead out scale.

Under the above circumstances the Memorialists pray :—
A I. That this their Memorial will be accepted and considered.

II. That to do thorough justice to the Memorialists a Commission of
experts from other Presidencies thoroughly acquainted .with
rinting may be appointed to look into all the irregularities com-
plained of, which Memorialists will not only establish in person
but will also bring to light other irregularities and grievances

they are subject to. |
IIL. |That the em system which is followed in the other Presidencies may
z be introduced in this Presidency also. The introdaction of this
will not only effect a saving of Rs. 2,000 per month under super-
vision, but will also justly compensate-the’ Compositors for the
work done by them. If this em system be not. introduced,
Memorialists pray that they be paid hereafter fized monthly sala-
ries according to the classification in force previous to the

year 1861.

IV. That promotions may be given to Compositors according to their
seniority in service, but not according to favouritism, as persons of
long service are kept in the back ground while new-comers are
appointed as secret compositors, annual index compositors, im-
posers and foremen.

Y 22 =

V. That the Superintendent be ‘called upon to produce before such
Commission the scale of rate framed by him subsequent to that

furnished with.

For which prayer, if granted, Memorialists as in duty bound,
30th March 1897. WILL EVER PRAY.

W
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framed by the last Commission, as also the G. O. 694 dated 12th ~
July 1888, G.0. 136 ‘dated 8th February 1889, and Mis. G- 0. 1265
dated 1st December 1896. which Memorialists were refused to be —
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Yote by tme Chiefl Secretgry‘t

“fha»current for disposal in
‘this. 1Y% is a memorial from a number
of the compbsitors and piece wer-ers
in the Govt, Prescs ceomplaining qf the
grievances and disadvantagesiwhicp
they are subiect to while wor-zing at

the Press and setting forth their

grievances.' The memorial which 1s scne

what éonfuﬁed ant not easy to under-
. \ .

stand touches on the following matters:

) _

(’l,/, (Faras 1 and 4 ) The dis-
cretipnary rates allbwed for tabuilar
matter. They complain that the Supt.
goes on reducing the' scale of rates,
that tne men are never ccnsulted and
that the rates are cut down weec.:

v 1
after weev.

4 (3./‘ (Paras 2 & 5 ).
. . )

plain that the scale of rates drawn up

Tney com-

~.

in 1271 has been alterea, the Supt.

ha7ing deliberately framed ancther
scale of rates and submitted the same
to Govt. stating that it had the assent
6f gﬁﬁ'memnrialists and artfully ob-
tained its sancticn,

Lb/ (Para G )

they are underpaid for correcticn which

r

They complain tn@t

they held shcould be doné by a separate

department. .

<k1/ (Para 7 )

They complain that

N

they .




they custain less by the action of

the Tranining Dept. ' -

(53/ (Para € They. want a work table

set up in the office. ‘
(-] (Fera 10} They complain that
they are xzept waiting for night worx

and say that in this ccnnacticn riece
B . N . N " ‘ # «
wors shcoculd be done away and hour
Al ” -
wors substituted.,™ - «

9 " In para 12 however they .
[
gsun up their grievauces as follows:--
Ed
{a} They asz for a commissicn

of experts and non-official members

of the Tegislative Ceuncil to looz

into all the irfegularities complaiggd.q

- . . !
of, . I 4
B i N R
(b} They aszx that the em

system wnicn is followed in other

Presidencies may be introduced inte

this Presy. also. : ST

R Y

‘ -~
{c) They ass that promotigts
!

may be given tc compositeors accoMiing

te their seniority in service. N,
. o

(d) They as< that the Suptiube [
LU ®e

recuired to produce the scale of Tates
framed by nim subseguent to that
Tramed byiﬁhe last Coﬁmission.
'.i" Ta~ing the complaint§ in
the order of the mencrial, complaint
o, i ié entirely unfounded. Tt is true
that the valuaticn . of tabular matter
ig in scme measure discretionary.bgt
{éthis is imevitable and due to the’
. nature of the werk. The system fellowed
1 in the Govt. Press is that largely )

adopted

threughcout

n C\f““"

adepted in printing office
Iindia - and in the hands of gxilled ana
technical printers worrxs well. in such
technical matters Govt, cannot inter-
fere with the cqualified #fficers when
it has imperted tec centrol the Press
.. Pk e? .
and the matter g we left in their
hands.: -
A;. ‘As to the second complaint
this alsc is entirely unfcunded. There
has been no change in the rate wnich
has been twe annas for 1000 ens since

~
.

the (ommission and the rate renains

the same still.

‘f' Theix, third complaint cannot be

entertained. To allow correcticn to,be

dcne by é éeparate departnent would
obvicusly be a premiwm on careless and
bad worsz. The rates as Tired by the
‘pommﬁgsion were fixed for correct wer:,
The rule of’the‘Press is that excert

in &pecial instances settled before
hand,Aauthor’s corrections are valued
anx paid for,

lfl As to the feurth ceomplaint it

b Y

H

is lixely'&hat the I>amining Dept. is
capable of imprévement. if the Iwawin-
ing Dept. is not’efficient the Supt.
sheuld remove withcout hesitaticn'any
OnerCt it fer the wor:-. Qis attentica
d=+ be called to the matter on which

he should repQrt.

7, As te their fifth complaint the
renorialisty themselved had no definite

idea as te vwhat they wanted,hut their

V4
meaning se=ms to have been to ascert

that there wes a delay or improper ..
2 , ‘

e A A e o P e .



|

Ao Lok ;7 cFy

daaling in the C e

I could
not- find that there was any gced ground
to surpese that there was anything
oh’ecticnable occurring in regard to
this matter;

fﬂ s to thneir sixth corplalnt
it se~rs plain that the same reascn
wnich rendered eébedient the change>
frém the time wor.: system to the pieéce

wer T system precludes the proposal

te treat night wer~ on the heur system.

5.

in the last paracraph of the memcrial

As te the requests contained

the recuest for the appeintrent of g
Uormission is cuite unnecessary and
shduld not be acceded to.

/0 -

folloved in other ¥residencies nay be

The recuest that em system

introduced here also is meaninglecs
‘in its present fgrm'since twa end
are equal to cne®m uni#ersally. tht
really the memorialists seem to hdve"
a recuest . .
intended tc ccnve{\ vas/that tabular
matter and solid matter should be valuel
in eractly the same manner. The recuesy
is on 1tQ face ie 6bv1c 1y absurd

“te L A% o)
and un’ ust a.nd woulﬁ Me

\the cost o tabulaﬂ'matter to ‘the

\

ﬂreat benefit of the petltioners.

Y g fd Sl f
1t seexmshasdi Recassaxry that pronotlon;

snould be-given to the compositdrs
according teo seniority in serviée.
o ST B SO Biecé wor<ers have
‘no sérvice and the ob'ect of the
system Is te pay each man what he earns|

. In. such a system each .

by his sxill

man’s .

s e S ATt g B L s i

AR e e R

had

e

PEREAL 7 AR LN T Lk 4 Ay

1 ou

T o fl

—
man’s promotion is in his eown haﬁaﬁx

/2 . in _reg;ard tc the request tnat
the Supt. be called ﬁpon to produce

the scale of rates{ramed by him subse- 1
cuent to that framed by the last Com-
nissicn, attenticn is recuested to£§h9

4. R s 2Fts

lin¥ ;d file placed belou.l
4.,:;;.3, P e aaaina VY o0 X 2
px o in crnclusmn it is only neces-
sary te add that t2970h1ef Secy. has |
3ty | . L
twice visited the m===e in ccnnecticn
with this complaint, has cne carefu}-
ly into the worxzing of tﬁe matters com
plained cof ,at the Yress itself and in
“com: unicatien with the Supt. and nas
gone thrcugh their memorial with the
ncre intélligent of the piece wori con
p051tors wiio havre slgned it and whno
g PP
be the prime opixids in 1ts

Subnission and has endeavcured to

seemed to

understand what they meant to convey
and what in effect viere their g¢rie-

vances, if any.
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