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Madras 4th January 1829

Pron,
Ernest Barclay _
government Solicitor cggb ) 3
TADRAS. o« 2
b A S & N %
5 2 «
To L % ‘fb
’ . ) 1
The Chief Secretar. to gover: ‘Lt €}§
' g RNV . |
Maar as. i
|
sir, '
] ' “ » “de ywyornment Pultlic -
I.° I ber to acunowleage T eint of the Order of Goverm i
, i I 3, vith i ] U7 papers rerotine to the
Department aated <nd instant 70.3,with fllc C& payels s - i
|
case of lr. Craig Hunter.
2. Referring arain to the Arveement Clause 2 tereof crovides that,
: i Ay vl g e e -
on arriving in Bombay, 'Ir. Cra-g munter will report nomself to the
1V I - [ -l
surreon General to the government of Bombaj &nu wo1l, ¢ enceforti, faxt..
-fulLJ discharge such duties as the covernment of Bombay cr the -
G0vernmﬂnt of Indla or the Superior Medica 1 Officers of lhuse Govern-
ments shall, from time t0 time, assipgn Lo wr require of him.
t-at Tr. Cro.eo Jfanter will -

1t provides it
’

S. Clause 4 of the agreement
continve in the service of Governme t os aforesaid until ihs
at leacst and until guch servicé =

vlfp:d on he=-

onn of the period of three monthus
fifteen days’ notice

-~

@

hall be terminated by

the

o

half of the Governmént.
\ 4. The question is wheth v, Craig Huntcer hes cOmmlﬁk:C svch a -
prea¢h of his agreement as would justify Guveornmen n trecting the -
serioa of threc mont

notwithstanding that

agreement as at an end
may not have expired. The agrececusnt was apparen

A

nentioned in clause <

1y dated more than three months &ago

Craig

Hunter is charged took

for

+~

txe miscondcuct

with whice?

W1

lace on the 22nd October last {Sce

Mr.

23rd idem to the Secretary to the Surgeon

sor lakims letter

Major
reement was signed in BEngland it must have beo

g

General) and, as the

~

[ 24

question whether, with

0. But it might be

ag
Craig !lunter has, within -

dated quite three months

reference to Clause 4 of the agreemeént, Mr
the meaning of the clause, continucd in the service of Govermment as -



'r'?i‘:“z" Lo T B ] S

aforesaid (i.e as providged in Clause 2) until the expiration of -
Cand . . . ® v 7. On the whole therefore I am of opinion that Xr. Cralg Hunter has
the period of three months and I am inclined to think that he has -
: . A : not been guilty of misconduct such as would amount to o breach Of Zis
not and that such period of threc months must be calculated from
: . . : acreement and that therefore Government would not be justified 4n
the date of his reporting his arrival to the Surgeon General to -
1 : dispensing with his services cxcept in the terms of that arreement.
the Government of Bombay.
o _ . 8. I return the papers sent me and
5. Reverting to thc question whether the misconduct charged - 3 o
: } ' I have the wonor to he
against Mr. Craip Hunter amounts to & breach of his agreement, I -
\ Lo 1“ SlI‘

am of opinion that it doues not. What he is charged with is that -
. ‘ Your Obedient Servant
when Major Halim asked 'r. Craig Hunter to be allowed to feel his

pulse, Mr. Craig Hunter replied (it is sald in a dictatorial tone, ' ‘ ' ZZQ%J%@/éfz:c¢4§LE>
put this is immatermal) that he would not allow his pulse to be -
felt until l‘ajor IHakim had washed his hands, as he, Mr. Craig -
Hunter, did not wish to go to lladras infected with plague. Whether
this was a reasonable precaution on the part of Mr. Cralg unter
is not for me to say, but his conditional refusal was cleurly not

a failure to daischarpc a duty imposed upon him within the meaning
of clause 2 of the agrecment. It may have been a brcach of the -
Rules passed under the Epidemic Diseases Act 1897 which would have
justifiéd M ; Craig Tunter's prosecution, but that is another -
question and one which I need not consider.

6. The next act of misconduct with which Mr. Craig Tunter is -
charged is that, when called upon by the Surgeon General with the
‘@overnment of Madras to apologlise to Major Hakim for, as the Sur-
geun.General\says in his letter of 26th October last to Mr. Craig
Hunter, attempting to teach a senior Mcdical Officer how hé should
perform his duty and obstructing him in the performance of his -
duties, Mr. Craig unter refuséb to do so:but, on the ground that
his action was due to a conscientious principle. XMr. Craig Hunter
was not pound by his agreement to carry out every order of the -' ) o,
Superior Medical Officers of Government but to discharge such - A : & .
dguties as (inter alia) such Superior Medical Officers should, from o
time to time, assign to or require oﬁ -im. This clearly relates -

to qutics for which Mr. Craig Hunter was engaged i.e plague duty

and, in mny opinion, it is extremely doubtful whether the Surgeon

General had any authority to call upon Mr. Craig Hunter to apolo-

cise to Major Hakim.
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