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Extract, paragraphs 1 to 4, of a letter from the Government of Bengal, No. £983-Meds-
: cal, dated the 13th August 1898. '

In 1865 a class, known as the * Vernacular Licentiate Class,” was
established at the Medical College, Calcutta, for the purpose of teaching minor
i - medicine fanddsurgery throughhthé me{)iium o‘fi Bengali. In 1873 this class

> o ' was transferred to what is now the Campbell Medical School, and thé practice
FURTHER PAPERS. : / ' ' ~ grew up of granting to passed students a license or diploma, stating tgem to
]. - be qualified as “* Vernacular Licentiates in Medicine "and Surgery.” No formal
a.0. No. Department. Date. & Q authority for this title can be traced.

] 2. In 1894 the Committee appointed under this Government Resolution
- . _ o ' 4 1 - No. 4046-Medl, dated the 1gth Decemher 1893, to report on the conditions and
T : ‘ " requirements of the Campbell and other vernacular medical schools, tecom-
‘ . AY ] v mended that the license should authorise the holder to style himself * Licentiate.
" } ' : , . of the Campbell (or other) Medical. School.” Their recommendation was
j _ accepted, but owing to an oversight on the part of the Director of Public In-
v - \ B I A struction no action was taken on it. :

‘3 |
|

R
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3. Meanwhile, it had come to Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s notice that
inconvenience and confusion had been caused by the use of the title Licentiate,
. -which is also borne (without the qualifying prefix * Vernacular ) by persons
. S ' ‘ ' who have passed the examinations of the Calcutta University up to ‘a certain
" ’ : standard. The Director of Public Instruction was accordingly asked to report,
¥ after consulting the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals and the Principal and

Council of the Medical College, Calcutta, whether.in future passed students of
, , the vernacular medical schools might not more properly be styled “ Diplomates ”
N ) S { "~ of the school through which they had passed. ‘

o ¥ "4. 1 am now to submit, for the consideration and orders of the Govern-
ment of India, a copy of a letter No. 3322, dated the 13th July 1898, from the

- . - Director of Public Instruction on the subject. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees
Q -in the view expressed by the: Director and by the Inspector-General of Civil
. Hospitals, whose opinion is quoted at length by Mr. Pedler, and considers the form
, of certificate proposed a suitable one, so far as Bengal is concerned. As, how-
* ever, it is desirable that the designations conferred on passed students of verna-

cular medical schools should be as far as possible uniform throughout India, and

N » : ‘ _ as the general question of the status and prospects of Civil Hospital Assistants,
' T ’ ~ which has recently formed the subject of correspondence with the Government of

‘ India may be indirectly affected by any change in these designations, I am to

\} enquire whether there is any objection to the adoption of the proposed certificate.
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A. H. L. FRASER, Esq., CS.1,
Ofg. Secretary to the Government of India,

ol o ipl

\ K

To

Home Department.
Medical.

' Simla, the 17’ November 1898.

SIR,

‘T AM directed to forward an extract, paragraphs 1 to 4, of a letter
from the Government of Bengal, No. 4983-Medical, dated the 13th August
last, and a copy of the letter from the Officiating Director of Public Instruction,
Bengal, refcrred to therein, on the subject of the designations confcrred on
passed candidates of vernacular medical schools, and to make the following
observations on the subject for the consideration of the Government of

2. In 1865 a class, known as the ‘ Vernacular Licentiate Class,” was
established at the Medical College, Calcutta, for the purpose of teaching minor
medicine and surgery through the medium of Bengali. In 1873 this class was
transferred to what is now the Campbell Medical School at Calcutta, and the

- practice grew up of granting to passed students a license or diploma, stating
them to be qualified as * Vernacular Licentiates in Medicine and Surgery.”
In 1894 a Committee, appointed under the orders of the Government of Bengal
to report on the conditions and requirements of the Campbell and other
vernacular medical schools, recommended, that the license should authorize
the holder to style himself ‘ Licentiate of the Campbell (or other) Medical
School.” ; This recommendation was accepted by the Local Government, but
action was never taken on it. It has been represented to the Government of
Bengal that the use of the title “ Licentiate " by passed students of vernacular
schools of medicine causes inconvenience and confusion, and that Government
has suggested, on the advice of its Director of Public Instruction and Inspector
General of Civil Hospitals, that these passed students should be styled
Hospital Assistants of the school in which they are trained.

3. The Government of India agree with the Government of Bengal that
it is desirable that the designations conferred on passed students of vernacular
schools should be, as far as possible, uniform throughout India, but they do
not agree that the designation ‘ Hospital Assistant ”’ would be a suitable one.
The term connotes an assistant in a hospital, and is rightly applied to- such
of the passed students as enter the service of the Government and work in
hospitals under supervision. Those who do not take service under the Govern-
ment act for the most part as independent practitioners ; they do not assist any-
body, and have no connection with hospitals. It would, the Government of India
think, be likely to cause confusion to confer on these practitioners the title
by which the subordinate medical officers of the Government are known. The
Government of India also think that it would be a retrograde step to lower
the designation of the passed students of the Government medical schools,
in view specially of the efforts that have been made to improve their course
of study and their general status, '
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4. On the other hand the use of the term Licentiate in connection with
those passed students does not seem to the Government of India to be open
to objection. The term Licentiate conveys the idea, which is also the actual

fact, that after a course of instruction and examination successful students are -

licensed by the school authorities, under powers granted to them by the
Government, to practise medicine and surgery. The title is not a monopoly
of a University, and in Great Britain is used by a number of medical schools
and colleges, though not by any University. To avoid any possible confusion
the students who qualify at the various schools would be differentiated by the
’ appendage to the title of the name of the school in whichitis granted. The
licentiates of the different schools would then be known by the following desig-
nations, indicated hriefly by the appropriate initig)s : .

v f. M ,IWC)‘/‘\ ‘the Madgas Mydical Gollege.
\ L.T.M.S. ... Licentiate of the Tanjgré Medical Sthool.
e U LNLUML S, «. Licentiate of the Nelldfe Medical School.
L.G. M. C.B. Licentiate of the Grant Medical College, Bombay.
L.P.M.S. Licentiate of the Poona Medical School.
L. A. M.’. Licentiate of the Ahmedabad Medical School.
L. H. M. 6. «s Licentiate of the Hyderabad Medical School.
L.C M. S.\? Licentiate of the Campbell Medical School, Calcutta.
L.D.M. S, Licentiate of the Dacca Medical School. -
L.P.M.S. . Licentiate of the Patna Medical School.
L. A.M.S. ... Licentiate of the Agra Medical School.
L. L. M.S. . Licentiate of the Lahore Medical School. IR D L
5. I am to request that the opinion of the Government of W

on the above proposals for systematizing the designations conferred on the
passed students of vernacular medical schools may be stated for the considera-
tion of the Governor General in Council. ‘

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

| “A. H. L. FRASER,
cL ' , Ofg. Secretary to the Government of India.
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f I have the honor to be,
&Ser,

Your most obedient Servant,

Surgeon- %Ww/

Burgeon-General
with the Govt. of Madras.
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