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Accounts of the Government Press.

Communicating to the Superintendent
acconnts of the Press for the official
proposals made therein.

, Government Press, the report on the audit of the
year 1897-98, and requesting him to report on certain
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From T. HESKETH BIGGS, Esq., Accountant-General, to the Chief Secretary
to (tovernment, dated Fort St. George, 13th March 1899, No. 995.

I have the honour to forward the report of Mr. J. O. B. Power, Chief Superin-
tendent of my office, on the audit of the accounts of the Government Press for the
year 1897-98 and to state that it calls for no special remarks.

Ex~cLosuRE.

From J. 0. B. POWER, Esq., Chief Superintendent in charge of Outside Audits, to
the Accountant-General, Madras,

I have the honour to submit my report on the audit of the accounts of the
Government Press for the official year 1897-98.
2. The audit was conducted as in previous years.

8. Advertisement Bill Book.—To facilitate checking of the calculation of the
amount due in each case an additional column showing the number of lines in the
advertisements may be added and the book should be totalled, the yearly total being

« reconciled with the total in the ledger account under ¢ advertisements ”.

4. Cash Book.—In paragraph 1 of G.0., No. 821, Public, dated 19th April 1886,
Government directed that the cash balance should be verified with the book balance
once a month. A certificate to the effect that this was done might be given in the
cash book on the date of verification.

5. Receipt Register of Acts and Publications.—(a) Three errors in calculation were
found as detailed below :—

Amount given Correct
in the register. amount,
RS. A. P. RS. A. P.
8th October 1897—50 copies of India Act 27 of 1871
‘(Canarese), at As. 3 per copy .. .. .. 012 6 9 6 0
13th March 1893—6 copies of India Act 13 of 1889
(Telugu), at As. 3-6 per copy - .o .. 11L 0O 1 50
29nd March 1898—8 copies of India Act 15 of 1882
(Tamil), at As. 6-6 per copy . .o .. 3 3 0 340

() In a few instances the dates of the counterfoil receipts given by the under-
warehouseman for the copies received by him did not correspond with those given
in the register.

6. Indents on the Underwarehouseman.—The indent book for gratuitous supply of
Acts and publications to Government officers, &c., should be maintatned in the same

_ printed form as that for sales of books and not in manuscript.

7. Stock Account of Acts and Publications.—(a) The calculation of the value of
about 5 per cent. of the items in this account was checked and seven errors * were
poticed which were stated to be due to the calculations not having been checked by

the Press.

R8. A. P. R8. A. P.
(*Act 15 of 1872, 233 copies, at As. 6 87 11 6 87 6 0
1 , 11of1876, 85 , 6 1320 3114 0
A4, 60f 1881, 133 ” pies 9 6 9 0 6 3 9
W 7of1893,300 ,, As.2-9 52 1 0 5L 9 0
K L S 901896196 . , 29 3310 0 3311 0
(., 150f1869,626. , , 1-6 5311 0 5811 0
‘gL, 14 of 1882, 5 copies, at
& Rs. 2-13-0 . .o .. 156712 0 1563 12 ©
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On the errors being brought to notice an examination of the items was taken in hand
by the Press and all errors were rectified with the result that the balance under this
heading has been raised by Rs. 267-3-3 which has since been adjusted.

() The stock of Acts and publications is in charge of the underwarchouseman
who on a salary of Rs. 20 works directly under the accountant. But, as the sale
account is maintained in the account department, it seems desirable that he should be
placed under some other officer than the accountant.

¢) As the value of the stock in charge of the underwarehouseman is over
Rs. 80,000, the question of requiring him to furnish security deserves consideration.

8. Monthly statements of Press Receipts in the Districts.—There is no uniformity
in the form of the statements received from the several districts and the contributions
from Local to Provineial were in many instances omitted from the statements. They
may be prepared in future in a printed form, supplied by the Superinterdent to the
Treasury officers.

9. Debit balance of Rs. 2-2-0 against Messrs. Austia & C(o.—This amount has
been outstanding from August 1897 and necessary steps should be taken for its early
recovery, or if irrecoverable sanction of Government obtained for its being written off.

10. The following four statements marked I to IV are appended :—
1.—A summary of the cash transactions of the Press for 1897-98.
I1.—The balance sheet for 1897-98.

TI1I.—An abstract of figures under ¢ Cash account” and ¢ Adjustments ” in
Statement No. I of the Administration Report of the Press.

IV,—A statement showing a comparison of the figures in Statement No III
(last mentioned), the Audit report including adjustment entries as taken
from the Superintendent’s books and the civil budget estimate.

11. Statement No. I.—(a) The charges on account of ¢ Private Postage” and
¢« Refunds ” shown in previous years as distinct items on the disbursement side of the
statement have been this year deducted from reecipts as they were actually met from
collections and as the remittances to the bank shown in the books of the Accountant-
General are only net figures.

(6) The receipts from private individuals for advertisements, subscription to
Gazettes, &c., aggregated Rs. 31,919-4-0

District Treasuries to the credit of the
same head. Of the total expenditure
amounting to Rs. 2,05,786-0-9, the cost
- of establishment during the year was
Total .. 81,919 4 0 Ry 1,74,404-0-6  against  Rupees
1,75,616-0-9 for 1896-97.

12. Statement No. II.—The sum of Rs. 1,760 rcpresenting the value of the
corrections to the Civil Account Code shown in the Audit report to have been erro-
neously excluded from the cost of Acts, &c., of Rs. 60,060-1-3 as it stood on the
31st March 1897 has been adjusted in the books for the year under audit.

13. Statement No. IV.—This statement shows that the figures in the Administra-
tion report, Audit report, and civil budget estimate agree in their totals. Statement
V explains the differences under detailed heads of receipts, The difference under
two heads of charges—one showing an increase of Rs. 4 and the other a decrease of
Rs. 4——is immaterial.

Becy., Bd. of Rev. (Sett.. Dept:.). 1 0
Secretary, Board of Examiners,

Madras .o .o .. 31 8

RS.  A. P. . > ; . -
Superintendent, Govt. Press .. 30,666 5 9 agalnst Rs. 36,280-5-2 during 18946-97.
Messrs. Higginbotham & Co.. . 94 6 0 The former sum represents the total re-
Presdt., Municipal Commission, mittances made during the year under
Madras .. . .. 3 2 6 audit by the Superintendent, Government
%egre§ar};, ngrglonga_rds KE 581 1 9 Press, and other officers to the credit of
‘gloeﬁggé 1v ngineering 599 12 0 Seccretariat Press, as detailed in the mar-
Medical officors ** 12 0 o gn and excludes sums paid into the
0
0

[Statements.
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" ¢ Omper—No. 405, Public, dated Tth April 1899.

Communicated to the Superintendent, Government Press, whose attention will be

drawn to paragraphs 2—9 of the report. The Superintendent will be requested to
report on the proposals made in paragraphs 7 () and (¢) and 8.

(True Extract.)
G. STOKES,

Chief Secretary.

To the Superintendent, Government Press.
, Accountant-General.
, Financial Department.

Exd, A, F. Ecoleston.

5]

' Financial (189 ) Department.
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