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SURGEON-G ENERAL WITH THE

GOVERNMENT OF lIADRA%

Madras,
To
THE Honorable the Chief Secretary to Government,
Public Department.
SIr,

]
With raference to G.O. No.942, Public

Department, dated 24th August 1899 communicating copy of
letter from the Government of India declining to sanction
the appointment of a junior Commissioned Medical Officer
at the Government Maternity Hospital, Madras, 1 have the
honor to point out that this decision appears to be based
on ah evident misconception as regards the duties of the
proposed Lady Doctor. The duties of the two appointments
must always remaln different and it was never intended by
3 that the former appointment should supersede or dispense i
with ihe latter. As setl forth in my letter No. T2/111 dated f
16th June 1897, the duties of the proposed Lady Doctor will (
be primarily tou teach the female class of students at the
Medical College and secondarily to attend to the Out-patieni
Depanpment of the Government Materniby Hospital and thus

extend the sphere of work done at the Egmore Female Dis-
_pensary and lastly if she X% adt sufficiently occupied

otherwise, 1o participate in a variety of work at that

: InstitutionfxThe idea of having a junior Medical Officer an
r : .

: v, L .
the'othegggand;iﬁ/based on quite differsent considerations. i
1 'Y - \

The duties of the Superintendent have become unbearably
arduous. The enormous rise in Gynaecological work (from a

total of 294 treated in 1882 tu 1702 in 1897 and from 66

operations in tne Tormer year to 307 in the latter) and the




ebie, e

great increase in the average number of daily sick (117.95

in 1897 against 37.69 in 1882) are such as to need no comment. %

Nor is tne rise in work confined to professional duties alone. )
There are various duties connectad with the Institutioch which

call for the Superintendent’s personal supervision. These

and the physical strain and the mental worry due to them have ‘-~.

peen dealt with at some length in Lisutenant-Colonel Sturmer’s \

letters submitted with my letters Nos. 436 and 467 dated 1st
November 1898 and 10th November 1898 and therefore need no -
recapltulation. Tt was to afford relief in this direction to

the overworked Superintandent that the appointment of an

Assistant was proposed.

2. The iﬂ@ortamce from another point of view of
carrying out the proéosal cannot be overlooked. The temporary
or permanent withdrawal of the Superintendent by his absence on
leave or by his vacation of the appointment must needs lead

to a disorganization of work from the difficulty of finding
another specialist in Midwifery practically conversant with the
work in the Maternity Hospital to replace or succeed him. The
advantage therefore of having 2 or 3 officers trained in this

work by attaching one at a time can scarcely be overrated.

., It was a clearness of the above reasons that

fully convinced the Director-General, Indian Medical BService

also during a personal visit to the Institution as reported in
my letter No.547 dated 12th December 1898 of the absolute
necessity of a junior Medical officer for the Maternity Hos-
;pital. It could not have falled to strike him as an anomaly
and a sheer injustice to the Madras Institution that it

should thus be left in the dwred while the Eden Hospital in

Calcutta with much lighter work was not denled the services of

a junior officer.

4, I trust that Government would be satisfied from

the above summary of facts that there is ample scope for worl«r‘,F ﬁ‘

4

in the Maternity Hospital for both a junior Medical Officer ‘ ]

and a Lady Doctor and that the former whose duties will be mai=1-r |

confined

\{“\T /- ﬁ&&
)

confined to the Institution is even more essential to its S

interests than the latter. I have to request, therefore,that

this position be made clear to the Governmeﬁt of India with

a view to ths.appointment of a Jjunior officer being sanction
Aéu‘ .

-ed independently of that of the Lad, Doctor as the intereste

of the Maternity Hospital and the strain on the superintendené ]

do not admit of its postponement any longer.

5. ) As regards the designation of Assistant to
the Superintendent prouposed for the Lady Doctor,I am at one
witd Dr. Sturmer in thinking that this designation(which { f
virtually is that of the Military Asgistant Surgeon attached —iﬁ
to the Maternity Hospital) should be apprbpriately reserveq :
for the proposed junior Medical Officef. Its adoption for
the Lady Doctor would create some difficulty when the
appointment now under objection is eventually sanctioned. I
would’therefore, propouse that she be designated Lady Assist-
_ant Superintendent,Government Maternity Hospital. This term

has been accordingly used 1h the proposition statement sub-

()
—mitted herewith with referance to para 2 of the G.O.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
7S bl i
.,//prh&7%43 }

\
* Surgeon-General, %

b ' -.‘.
@L surgeon-Gesneral with the Government of
Madras.
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