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SIR,
«

IN paragraph 3 of his review of the Reports on Civil Hospitals and
Dispensaries for %he year 1897, a copy of which was forwarded with my letter
No. 34S~ dated the 18th February last, the Director General of the Indian
Medical Service observed that it would Be convenient, for purposes of comparison,
if all institutions were dealt with in the general statement. Some questions have
been raised with regard to this suggestion, and the Government of India are

asking for the advice of Local Governments and Administrations on the subject.

2. 1 am, in the first place, to inquire to what extent the returns for jail, police
and railway dispensaries and  private institptions are at resent included in the

i 7. S £c Aee
general dispensary statements for 7 ~47

3. With regard to police and railway dispensaries it has been argued that
they should not be included in the general returns because those returns are
primarily designed to give particulars of the medical relief afforded to the public,

nd it is not desirable to include in them institutions maintained for departmental
In respect to jails it has also to be borne in mind that the figures are
considered in the Jail Reports. [ am to inquire what are 2 s tet N r%‘ .
tf/nwm/wvw/ 4 Nadteas regarding the inclusion of jail, police and

railway dispensaries in the returns.

4. The Inspectors General of Civil Hospitals in the North-Western Prov-
inces and the Punjab have stated that it is difficult to obtain the information
required for the returns from private ‘nstitutions and that to include such insti-
tutions would involve great delay. It appears to the Government of India that
information regarding the amount of medical relief given by private dispensaries
is of great interest, and that it is desirable to recognize their work in the annual
reports. The difficulty pointed out by the Inspectors General of Civil Hospitals
in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab might, perhaps, be removed, or
greatly diminished, by prescribing simple returns for private institutions which
will give a sufficient account of their work while avoiding the amount of detail
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which is required for the returns relating to public institutions. In especial the

financial statements might be omitted. I am to ask for Y73

2e oD

4

on this suggestion.
I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

fl/NW .

Ofg; Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Order
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