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The late Mr. H. T. Ross, I.C.S.

Communicating to the Account nt-General letter from the District Magis-
trate, the Nilgiris, reporting the death at Ootacamund on the 14th May 1898
of Mr. H. T. Ross, I.C.S,, and informing the Secretary of State of the occurrence
by telegraph.
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No. 670, Poang i May 1-0=

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

pUBLIC DEPA RTMBENT.

Rean—the following paper:—

From D. W. G, COWILE, ksqy., Ag. District Magistrate and Colleetor of the
Nilriris, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, datred

Ootacamund, 14th May 1393,

[ have the honoar to report for the information of tlie Government the
death of the Hoa'ble v 11T, Ross, Indian Civil Serviee. which took place this
morning at his residence, Westward Ho,” Ootacamund.

2 Mr. Ross’ death was I'epm'tetl to me and 1 held an inguest thiz afternoon.
The verdict found is to the effect that Mr. Ross committed suicide winle moa
state of temporary insanity.

3 [ have the honor to cnelose (in original) the Tugnest Report and the

statements uf tie witnesses.

FEESER————

Orhre— Na. 670, Public, dated 17th May 1898.

Comunuuicated to the Accouutztnt-Gcneml.

> T'he following telegram and letter will be despatched t0 the Right

Honourable the Secrctary of State for India :—

We regret o report that Ross, Madras Civil Service,
Ootacamund. 14th May. Please inform Mrs. Rogs, Ferndale Iouse, Rugby. Iull
information by letter.

committed suicide,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A, T ARUNDEL,
(Jhllf’f Seeretary.

To the Awuum:n.L-(}oncr:.l.

GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEORGE.

O eatspm——

PUBLIC (1898) DEPARTMENT.

————_)

Letter to the Right Honourable the

Secretary of State for India

Dated 31st May
No. 3 of 1898.

Reporting the death at Ootacamund on the 14th May 1898 of Mr. Henry Thomas Ross
of the Indian Civil Service.
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APPENDIX.

DEpOSITIONS BECOKDED AT THE INQUEST HELD ON THE BODY OF THE HoxourabpLE

\ip, H. 7. Ross, INDIAN Civin SErvICE.
Kannan.—Son of Kunhi Kutti. I am Mr. Ross’ butler. 1 was told to get
my master’s tea at G-30 this morning. He wanted 2 horses, < Gold’ and “rooper.

PUBLIC DEPARTMERXN 1 1 made cocoa and knocked. T opened door and called him. T went near and found

) him. I found by the bed that rifle, small one. is mouth and eves were open, his
el face was a little different, his hands were tight before him; there was a little red

mark on his chest. His arms were like this. Icalled him ¢ Sir, Siv,” and he did not
g hed him. 1 was frightened and found the swmiall rifleon the hed.

LEeTTR8—to 1t
( ive answer. L touc i ] -
s;;wont and called Jimmy, the riding boy. He came and looked and said ¢ Master

Tue Riont Hoxovsasir T8 SECRETARY v STATE ros INDIA. like dead. [ went and told the hotel nurse and afterwards the hotel lady came.
‘ A (qute;: of an hour later Capt. Arbuthnot came. I had been more than 15 vears

with Mr. Ross. He got @ lotter last night at 7-30 p.r. froom the ?ovomment
Office. The revolver belonged to my master; the cartridges too. 1 tm,‘k.’smne
cartridges out of the room yesterday. I took a box. Talso tmzk a short knife and
razors, big scissors and all sharp things. Master took the ?m*ts'.u]g:es before I tonk
the others. It was g9 p.y. when I took them. Master was then ia the dining room.

My Lorp,

In continuation of our telegram® of the 17th instant, we regret to have to
* \Ve ragret to report thai Ross, Madras Civil Ser. rePOPt the death at Uotacmmmd, on the

vice, committed suicide, Ootacamund. 14th May, : S
T O e, Ross, Ferndale fouse, Ragly. 14th instaut, of Mr. Henry Thomas Ross

Full informativn by letter. of the Indian Civil Service.

T(I/"e")t (IV(M‘II (7/.:/ 11,
D. W..G. COWI,

Acting Disiriet Slagistrate,

14th May 1598.

9. The inquest report submitted by the District Magistrate of the Nilgiris
ghows that Mr. Ross committed suicide by shooting himself with a revolver while
in a state of temporary insanity.

Winthrop Denjamin Browning, Surgeon-Hajor, .M. D.—At Captain Arbuth-
not’s suggestivn last evening 1 went to Smith’s, the Chemist, and ordered
AMr. Ross two doses of sleeping draught. Captain Arbarhnot told me that My, Hoss
3. We enclose for your information and for favour of communication ' bad written to me that evening. 1 wrote to Mr. Ross sending him the medicine
Mrs. Ross, who resides at Ferndale House, Rugby, copies of the papers which have saying | would call and see bim In the morning. Iis letter 1o e merely satd

reached us on the subject.

¢hat he had been suffering from sleeplessness aud his bead, ana asaed me 1o see
Lim the following morning. This morning I received a muote from Captain
Arbuthnot to say that AMr, Ross had shot himsell and I came acveis a onee. In
his sitting room his papers were in order. There were some unopeaed letters on
the table. The Government Order now on the table had been taken out of the
cover. This was an order convening a Medical Board to sit oun him. ‘Inere were
other papers on the table, one to Spencer’s orderine some liquor fur dinuer to-day:
a list of horses and things that be had for sale: somie pencil gueriss us to woen
Jeave would commendce which he had evidently sent to his ciice.  In lag bed voom
nothing was displnced. The body was coverad with a sheet.  Vhis had, 1 think,
been done by Captain Arbuthnot and the Police officer.  The ubdomen was warm,
pladder empty; the chamberpot in his bathroom was fuil of nrine,  ver the apex
of the heart therc was & mark of entrance of a buliet wound : a littie diseoloration

We have the bonour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedieat, humble servants
(Signed) A. I HAVELOCK.

( H. W. BLISS.
( , ) J.GROSE.

QOTACAMUND ; . ) )
31st May 1 ’8 of gunpowder: come clotted blood (a small quantity) on s chest, noand about the
slst May 808. wo‘und- 1 turned him over and found the wound of exit an ineh and o ball from

neye

his spine, corresponding to the point of entrance, Gy, on the sawe level.
was a hole in the bedding corresponding with this Intter cpening, and looking
underueath the bed the tape of the bed was seen to project downwa ds. L oeould
not find any bu

lles on the floor, so we lifted up the matiress ad fnved che ballet
adhering to the cottonwooland the edge of tie opening on the snder surface of the
muttresé. The cartridge casc and builet are here.  From the star . f fHaccidiey of
the body, the warmih of the abdomen, and the empty bladder, [ consiuerit E";'Uhgl})le
that death oceurred about 4-30 or 5 this morning.  He probabiy got p and prsscd
arine and shot himself in bed lying down. [ am of ophion that the wound was
seif-inflicted. t1e had not consulted me this veur. He complmned of restiossiess
Leing before lie received the Government Ovder. He had, 1 beiieve, been eome
plairiing for some days. We found the bottle of medicine [ohad cmdered o fas
gable ; he had taken one draught.




Cutain G. H 4 huthnot—dr. Ross has appeared 1o be in a very unsettled
state of mind for the Jast two or three weeks : upp:\remly in anxiety about
the Bill that he had to introdace 1nto Council. He continually caid that he

would not be able to do so: and when sowe days back he told me that the Govern-
ment of India had refused to ganction any extra expenditure on account of his
nppointmont, Iie seenmed to me childishly ple:\scd that he might be able to get out
of appearing in Council. Yesterday at breakfast I sald ¢}V hat time are y()\i guing
10 Council ¥’ He replied ina petnl:mt manner ‘1 am mnot going at all. 1 have
just written Grosemy ultimatum’. After breakfast I remonstrated with him alone,
asking i whether he realized the whole position. He said Government would
be gmte prepared for the action he had taken and somebody else would bring
in the Bl [ ralked with him for some time and then ordered my trap with
the iurention of trying to cateh Mr. Crole at \{r. Stuart’s house before he
Jeft for Council. { met him driving on the roai and stopped Lis carriage,
npo‘w:i'/,ed for troubling him and gave him particulars as 10 Mr. Rosg’ <tate.
[ told bim that AMp. Ross bad said to me that even i he went to the Council
he would not Le able to remember @ cingle peint in his Bill which he bad been
working ar for two years. In my conversation with Mr. Ross after breakfast he
had said that he was alarmed at the failure of Lis brain aud thal e was hecoming
i the s 3TEe that he was in two years adgo and that bis only chance was
Last H‘lf_'h.t ] Jined out and returned about 11-15.  There was
a i 5. Napier's sitting root adjoining Mr. Ross' office room and a dim
Hoht i bs hedd poom. Locame 1n front of the windows twice to seo if [ could
hear if any one Wi Lolkine, Al seemed quet and so [ did not attempt to sce Ross
as 1 had iended 1o do if T had found bim up- As [ was dressing this morning at
= oA, bowas cunmoned by Mrs, Napier's servant in an excited way saving that
comething was tie matter with Mr. Ross. Iputona coat hurriedly and dme’; Mrs.
Burnett and Mrs. N:lpi»;l‘(»lxrside. They told me that Ross had shot himself. Mrs.
Burnetr toid me that he was andoubtedly dead, so [ sat down at once and wrote
Jetters to Dr. Browning and Mr vuvid. L went and assured myself that Mr. Ross
was dead pefore conding the letters. iz body was warm all over. After Mr.
Davi i s avrivai | as<istedin <raiohtening the body and we both examined the revol-
W found five Londed cartrid zes and one empty case
That i< ail 1 tuink 1 have to xay.
[ laet sww b Glive about -0t M }'f,-.qmwiu:;. [ only =aw bim through the
window anid gakend b i he was oty out for lias i which he =ad Lo was.
Wien b sand beowas afraid beowus cetting i the . ame stade that hie was 1n two
yenrs ao, e mentioned the Prirapurcase and <aid thar be g»x‘x-snmwl t1iat tho reason
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MADRAS POLICE.
Tux NILGIRL DisTRICT.

Onfacamund Dirision, Qotacamund Station.

II\TQUEST REPORT
On the body of a person round dead at Ootacamund on the 14th May 1898.

()UESTIONS. ! ANSWERS.

. i . . .
1. Deceased’s name, SeX, a0, caste, calling; Henry Thomas Ross, 50, Indian Civil Service.
father’s name aud residence. '

' By his servant Kaunnan at 6-30 a.u, on l4th
May 1898.

2. By whom first found dead and when.

¢, where and when, By the same.

\

3. By whom last seen aliv
and in whose cotmpany.

4. Height, colour and descriptive marks. | 6 ft. 3 in. (height).

Married or single s if a female was she the | Marvied.

“t

only wife ”

6. State of corpse: ifany wounds, p:\,rh{cu]:\,rs } Found lying iu bed with a bullet wound
through the heart.

thereof and list of all 1)1‘«)1)01'1’_‘,’ found on
the corpse. i

Minute Jeseription of exact spob where | [n his bedroom st «« Westward Ho.”

corpse was found ; if waber, depth thercof.

Tl

(1) Is the well puM?c or private pmpcrty? ,,,,,,
1f the latter t0 whom does 1% helong ?

; : oy ?
by Is it meara public road or pathway -

e Has i a p;mx';wt wall and float ?
o, Dy owhat Folniives hody 13 poconizsd, ond
{heir statement shortly given .—blood
relatives always to be examined, it there
are il!\’\'.
i o o lene ArSONS . —Kannan, the doceased’s butler, last
st 1\“»):([“'&1)10{ evidence of other persons QY < him live on the might of o 13th
exsmmes: ! instant and Was directed to call him this
‘ morning. Called him and found him
| dead. ('2.)-—-Snrgeon-3[ajor Browning
was called in this morning and found the
‘ deccased dead in his Led with a bullet
| wound through his heart. The bullet
was found beneath the mattress. Is of
opiniont that the wound was self-inflicted.
(3).-—Cnptaiu Avbuthnot, H E. the Go-
vernor’s Body Guard, is lving at ¢ West-
ward Ho”’, was called in this roorning and
: found the deccascd dead in his bed,
} found a revolver of whichone chamber had
f been discharged lying on the bed. States
‘ that the deceased was subject to fita of
depression and had for some time been
very much disturbed in his mind.
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D. O No.
g, Appare:nt cause of death. A buliet wound throush the hoart.
. D ' .
10. If by vie  nco apparently by whatweapon? A roviluer,
v * H iars to have been self-
11. If any persons are suspected, whe, and  Noue The wonnmd appearsto have b
why ¥ Wi,
. . . T - . . LI ;WHH\,Q' A .‘»."".
12. If corpse is not sent for medical examin. It was exartmin i by Surire u-3ajor Br ® " RE
X . v
ation, why .
13. If corpse is sent, for what purpose and
by whose crder, and  No. of Constable
who went with it 7
: ~ e From
14 By whose orders corpse was buried, Fise District Murierae's.

.

Surcnde while an o state of temporary ne

{ g‘ - ST
8uLITY. \ N // ? @ >
J . Teee o,

15. Verdict.

) Q7 g o
6. Names, caste, calling and residence of . Maj v b Remilly, D. 0
persons composing inguest, 2. Uolin AL Mackenzie, Feq.
b3 Mr D Stephens,
17. Signatures. F. Romiliy, Major.
C. A. Mackenzie.

D. Stephens, NO.

18. District Magistrate’s signature. D.W. G Cowie,

19. If name and residenco of deceased he

unknown, state what steps have been ' Dated 4 /i?/ - /&}0
taken to ascertain the same and secure :
indentification. To what Stations have |

proclamnations been sent,.
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