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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From T-hH‘CBI?GS, Esq., ACfguntan’c-General to the Government of Madras,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. G 9
1898, No. 1271. ’ eorge, 29th March

1 have the honour to forward the report of Mr.J. O. B. Power on the audit of
the accounts of the Government Press for the year 1896-97, and to state that it calls
for no special remarks.

ExcLosURES.

From J. 0. B. POWER, Esq., Chief Superintendent in charge of outside audit
Accountant.’(;‘rene;'al, dated Fort St. George, 28th March 18693‘.1 8, to the

I bave the honour to submit my report on the audit of the accounts of th
Government Press for the official year 1896-97. 8 ol the

2. The procedure of audit was the same as in previous years.
8. The following statements are appended : —

1.—A summary of the cash transactions of the Press for 1896-97.
I1.—The balance sheet for 1896-97.
III.—An abstract of figures under ¢ Cash account” and * Adjustments” in
Statement No. 1 of the administration report of the Press.
IV.—A statement showing a comparison of the figures in Statement No. ITI
{last mentioned), the audit report including adjustment entries as taken
from the Superintendent’s books and the civil budget estimate.

4. Statement No. I.—The receipts from private individuals for advertisements,
subscriptions to gazettes, &c., aggregated Rs. 36,694-11-2 against Rs. 32,922-7-1
during 1895-96. Of the former sum, cash
remitted to the bank aggregated Rupees
36,280-5-2, the difference representing
charges on account of private postage and

RS8. A. P.

Messrs. Higginbotham & Co. .. 152 13 0
Secretary, Court of Wards,

Madras - .. .. 1,261 11 7 refunds made. The latter amount includes
President, Municipal Commis-- Rs. 1,424-15-2 remitted by officers other
sion, Madras .. .. .. 10 6 7 than the Superintendent to the credit of

~———~—=—— the Secretariat Press, as detailed in the

Total .. 142415 2 pop0in and excludes sums paid into
district treasuries to the credit of the

game head. Of the total expenditure

amounting to Rs. 2,07,894-14-5, the cost of establishment during the year was Rupees

. 1,75,616-0-9 against Rs. 1,81,019-1-10 for 1895-96.

5. Statement No. 1I.—The wide difference in the cost of Acts, &c., between the
figure on the 31st March 1896 (Rs. 99,573-14-38) and that on the 31st March 1897
(Rs. 60,060-1-3) is explained by the Superintendent In paragraph 6 of his letter,
No. 4013, dated 11th September 1897, embodied in G.0., No. 1409, Public, dated
96th October 1897. From the latter amount the value of the corrections to the Civil
Account Code, amounting to Rs. 1,760, has been erroneously excluded. The value
ghould have been included with that of the copies of the Civil Account Code in the
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sum in question instead of being charged off in the item of Rs. §,016-7-9 on account
of stock of India Acts, &c., reserved for the Chief Secretariat shown in the statement
given in the paragraph of the Superintendent’s letter referred to above.

6. It will be seen that there is a difference between the figures (Rs. 36,694-11-2
and Rs. 2,07,894-14-5) entered in Statement No. I as receipts and expenditure and
those brought on Statement No. IV (Rs. 36,280-5-2 and Rs. 2,07,362-15-5), which
is mominal. It is due to the omission from the latter statement, on both sides, of Rs.
414-6-0 being refunds apd payments on private postage, and to a sum of Rs. 117-9-0
on account of cost of deal-wood boxes debited to Collectorates being shown as a
distinet item on the charge side at foot of the statement because the charge appears
ilg the Accountant-General books under Collectorate Presses and not under Secretariat

ress.

7. Statement No. IV shows that the figures in the administration report, audit
report and civil budget estimate agree in their totals and that they also agree in the
detailed classification under charges. Statement No. V explains the differences under
detailed heads of receipts.

8. The year under audit is the first in which the system described in paragraph 6
of the audit report for 1895-96 was given effect to and much extra work was thereby
thrown upon the Accountant of the Press. It would be an advantage, however, if
the monthly statements from the districts are comsolidated into an annual abstract
giving totals for each month. :

9. Tn the examination of the monthly statements of receipts furnished by Col-
lectors, I noticed that the receipts were not uniformly classified ; for instance, the sale-
proceeds of ¢ transfer puttah forms » were in some districts credited to “ Sale of Acts
and books, &c.,” in others to “ Miscellaneous ” and in one to Printing work done by
Government or Jail presses.” In another instance, recoveries effected for the loss of
the office copies of Indian law reports were credited to “Sale of Acts and books, &ec.”
If errors in classification are promptly brought to the notice of the Collectors by the
Superintendent of the Press, it would probably ensure the submission of correct
statements.

10. In support of three items of refunds—one for As. 9-6 and the other two for
As. 2 each—slips under the signature of the Superintendent have been accepted. In

‘all these instances, the parties concerned were asked to acknowledge receipt of the

amounts but they have not complied with the request.

11. Lastly, T have to note that much promptitude was shown by the Superin-
tendent in the introduction for the year under audit of the adjustment abstract
suggested in paragraph 7 of the audit report for 1895-96.
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OroEr—No. 572, Public, dated 21st April 1898.

Communicated to the Superintendent, Government Press, whose particular atten-
tion will be drawn to paragraphs 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10 of the report. The Superintendent
will be requested to arrange for the preparatlon of the consolidated annual abstract
of the monthly statements from the districts suggested in paragraph 8 of the Chief
Superintendent’s report,

(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief decretary.

To the Superintendent, Government Press.
y,  Accountant-General.
'»  Financial Department.

Exd. C. M. Thumbuawamy.
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