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ANNUAL REPORT ON INDIAN IMMIGRATION, FOR THE YEAR 18¢6.

INDIAN IMMIGRATION OFFICE,
Penagng, 12th March, 1897.

Sir,—1 have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the
Governor, the Annual Report of the Indian Immigration Department, for the year 1896.

2. The total number of Indian immigrants who arrived in the Colony during
the year was 20,150; of these, 2,652 were statute immigrants and 17,498 not under
Indenture. The statute immigrants brought with them 158 dependents, who are in-
cluded in the latter figure. There isa very gratifying increase in the total number
of immigrants, the year under review being the best year since 1891, when the total
number of immigrants was 30,182. The number of unindentured immigrants arriving
in the Colony bas only been exceeded twice since 1880, viz., in 1885 and 1891, when

the numbers were 19,819 and 26,447, respectively. The departures to India amount-
ed to 12,977, showing a permanent increase in the population of the Colony of 7,173
ersons. 1his compares very favourab(y with 189&, when the gain was only 6,270.

In the latter year, however, there were ample and cheap {acilities for passage to and
from India, owing to the competition of two rival steamship companies.
3. Of the 2,652 statute immigrants who arrived during 1896, 1,784 were for
the Colony, and 868 for the Native States, apportioned as follows :—
Province Wellesley, 1,784
Perak, .. 735
Sunget Ujong, 83
4. Statements 4 and £ attached to this Report contain a list of the vessels which
acrived and departed with immigrants, account only being taken of the traffic between

the Colony and Madras Ports. |here is considerable immigration by vessels arriving .

from Calcutta and Rangoon, of which no record 1s kept, and Natives of Southern
India also take advantage of the lines running to Colombo when returning to their

homes.
Births and Deaths.

5. The total number of births among statute immigrants in Province Wellesley
was 140, and of deaths 98. The percentage of mortality for the whole body of statute
immigrants in Province Wellesley was 3.39 per cent. Caledonia Estate has the high-
est death-rate, viz. 4.10 per cent., while on Val d'Or Estate there were no deaths. [t
must, however, be pointed out that the former estate has 718 statute immigrants at pre-
sent on its books, while Vald'Or has only 50. Caledonia Estate had also the highest
death-rate in 1895, but there is considerable improvement this vear, the percentage
having fallen from 4.98 to 4.10.
Hospitals.

6. The total number of statute immigrants admitted for treatment in Province
Wellesley was 4,551 This includes admissions to Government as well as Estate Hos-
pitals. | he percentage of deaths on admissions was 2.15 per cent. In 1895, the per-

centage of deaths was 2.31 on 3,973 admissions.

Desertions.
rtions from estates in Province Wellesley during the
arrested ; 127 statute immigrants deserted from Prye
This and Malakoff Estate are the most favourably sit-

* There were 409 deseé
year; 159 of the deserters were
fstate, a percentage of 16.11.

uated estates for desertion, access to the Kedah boundary being comparatively easy.

On Malakoff Estate the desertions amount to 11.50 per cent., while on Batu Kawan
Estate, the most difficult to get away from, the percentage is 6.51. ‘The figures for
Prye Estate are increased this year by the addition of 41 whom the Manager returns

I
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g Contracts.
cuted .ShZVv\;,izgch‘rllsailr])(cirzZ‘slzno};undred and seventy-eight (2,778) contracts were cxe-
’ 1,233, as . ACLs :
eighty-ﬁVe (785) of the contract vere for. Cored with ;:93 S-e\?n hundred and
lected in stamp duty. In Province Wellesle erak, $2,569 were col-

. g Yy, 1 contracts R
of renewal being one year at Malakoff and {8 mgﬁths at é;tuwﬁl::w;in[e‘vsvtez:, the term
Ustate,

T ) Certificates.
9- Iwo thousand four hundr irty-ei i

ti9n 10 of the Indian Immigration eg)rgrill?a?clgtyw‘:rgehgs(z,4'38‘) Cpifcates
Singapore. There were 28 i

ance. Thirty-four perdons were ch
The amount of the fines inflicted w
The increased activity on the part
the position of the recruiters of la
possible to put any effectual check to their

by law. At present, the persons generall i

I it, ) y arrested are th i 5
enticed away, but it is the recruiter whom it ; cclall Brants
example of.

ro. In spite of all precautions, a number ori .

trive to go to Sumatra, agd in past );ears the nu(r)lib::il;tshg:esr(:i o s o still con-
the planters in Province Wellesley, who has had many OPPOrtunit\'ien gfreater.. )

ers from Sumatra, informs me that they have no difﬁculty in etef of meetin . :
grants as they want.  Applicants for cértificates have xgodumgdabS Mmany immi-
charge certificates issued by estates in Sumatra certify; ° ced before
serving as coolie for a term of three years and has been dj Do

of his gcontract. Emigration to Kulin{ still goes on unc Cecharged at the cXpiration
present of establishing any control over it. ans exist at

Estates in Province Wellesley.

11.  Malakoff Estate employs 140 statute immigrants, The Man. s
to give the numbt{ of unindenture.}(]i immigrants on theoestate. he Manager declines
. The management h:we now given up importing statute immigrants, The proxim-
ity of the Kedah frontiers makes desertion too tempting to be resisted, and as the
Kedah authorities refuse to surrender run-away coolies, the estate hag lost heavily
by them. A large number of the immigrants on the estate are under second con-
tracts, but as these expire they will not be renewed, and the estate will be worked by
free labour only. All statute immigrants are employed on task work and earn very
fair wages, and there has been but little sickness during the year. The accommoda-
tion in the lines is ample, and the hospital more than equal to the slight demands made
upon it.

12.  Permatang Bertam Estate—This is a very small estate employing only 21
statute immigrants under second contracts and 70 unindentured immigrants. Most of
the agreements expired at the end of the year, and the proprietor intends to work
with free labour for the future. There is no hospital on the estate, all cases being
sent to Butterworth Hospital. ’

13. Prye Estate employs 348 statute and 561 unindentured immigrants. A
practice had grown up on this estate of taking out second contracts i
Tindal and not including the immigrants under second contract in the r
immigrants. This has now been rectified.
estate, and the system appears to work to t
ployed. The condition of the coolie lines i
order.

14. Batu Kawan Estate em
grants. Here again the law was
serving their second indentures we
system of day work is in force here.
immigrants renew their indentures.
ally let off some 100 days or so whi

n the name of 3

! : eturns of statute
lask work is a prominent feature on this

he satisfaction of both employer and em-
s satisfactory and the hospital in excellent

ploys 1,004 statute and 223 unindentured immj.
disregarded, and no returns of statute immigrants
re made until attention was called to it. The old
This is almost the only estate now where the
An immigrant renewing hi$ indenture i

_ s gener-
ch he is due to work off under his for

mer con-

3

tract, and receives an advance of §5. The coolie lines are large and comfortable and
the hospital well kept, though the number of patients latterly has been greater. tha'n
can be easily accommodated or than one Dresser can attend to. ( The hospital is
shared by the Chinese immigrants.) A new ward is now being added.

15. Val d'Or Estate has 50 statute and 40 l_mindentured i_mmi.grants. There
are two sets of coolie lines, one of which is occupied by statute immigrants, and the
other by free coolies. The Manager.wished to send statute _11nrp1grants also t'o Fhe
latter during the vear, but, on the adwce. of the' Second' Colonial Surgeon, permission
was not granted. There is a small hospital quite sufficient for the needs of the estate.

16. Caledonia Estate employs 718\statutc‘and 5375 unindentured immigrants.
This is the headquarters of the Penang b'ugaf E,§tates Lonnpany.7 A .numbe‘f of tln?
immigrants are employed in the factory which is situated here. When in Fhe field the
task work system is employed, and a goqd man earns very good wages. .No account‘
is taken of absent days, and each statute immigrant is discharged when his three y-ars
expire. On the occasion of my last YlSlt,. I‘ found the 'boo‘ks verv (tarelt*ss’l_\\’ k(‘pt,‘but
measures have ‘w been adopted which, itis hoped, will effect a remedy. The ffen('mg
round the coolie lines which pr(r\./en.ted free egress has now been 1:cmo\'cd, anc'i latrmw‘
have been erected, while the drinking water is to be treated with Pcﬁmangg;\gtg‘o;

tash. It is also proposed to remove the Co_ohe lines to ax_xothen site. i his is, |
o l\ ecessary, but the huts occupied by unindentured immigrants on the banksiot
:{:]encér?;lnbrilr;gini, water for washing puri)oses to the e:rstate. might be rcmuvezsi \v1t!1
advantage. The hospital is common to Caledonia, Victoria, and By ra}m. Lstatefj
The buifdinqs are large, but towards the close of the year were filled to their utmost

g d wi ced extension.

Capatll/ty/a:z('}z“El‘]s]/;?:nisn;n offshoot of Caledonia Estate. Th.ere are employed here
. ganglcofo Bengalis (unindentu.red immigrants) who were _ nnporf_ed fr\({/m“C)?llcut:a
during the year. This is, I believe, the first attempt made in Province Wellesley to
draw its labour supply from Northern India. ‘ o e

17. Byram Estale has 449 statute and 895 u.nmdcntured nr}m}gr(:;ntbf. t}]]::
number of statute immigrants to b.e employed on thls.estatc was hmvlt]e , itfr n,
mortality of 1892, to 250. The limit has lately been raised to 500, ()}1;1 tt e tc‘n\ a xe«tit(:
dertaking to provide a sufficient s'upply of water. Water is brofug th a 1te z;t Ot._
in boats carrying tanks. There is a small hospital on the estate for the tyre(:a m of
slight cases. ~The mortality among statute immigrants during the year \\\as 3.09 p
cent. » y s

18.  Trans-Krian Estate employs 230 statute an_d 166 ullln(lepture( m'nmhraT‘u
Two hundred and seven (207) statute im mighranbts \f\'ewlie 1%1?§r$lcildl(\i}]\r\l‘n‘xszc;rtg:)e:oi:?;.r qu}:

ition of affairs referred to in paragraph 18 of Mr. VA Tt 893
(C:g:llglnued with but slight amendment during the early part of 189\(1);‘ Ecduct(liogse \zce);i:
frequently made from coolies’ wages for not having comple.ted tasds, &e,, an.t_ )1 : con-
dition of the immigrants was not at all satisfactory.  Acting, under instruc thh; "
Government, monthly visits were paid to the estate from May to bcpte.mncr. ?m \ gnd
sheets were examined on each occasion.  The result has been a great n'nprO\.e‘mgnt, e
a far better average of earnings is shown. Each immigrantis given ?II.S‘(II}'I:Olg.(-: ' te :Vthat
working by task or by time, and a large number choose task work, whic 3_.‘x}t 1&;1;6 ot
the task is of a more reasonable nature than formerly. The monthly \1h~1 s “b;;t S
continued after September, as there appeared to b_e no further need for t e;n, but care
must be taken that the Managers do not relapse into their former hab1t§l;l 'ml-rebaq'e >
did not arrive till October, and in a month or two there was a perl(ftptl. le ntlc -
the number of admissions to hospital, The hospital building has hx‘t ]c;((i)lng)dians
adequate, but latterly it was full to overflowing. Itisused by both thn?ae:n]i%ions s
and its crowded state is due as much to the'mc‘rcase in .the numbsrl 0 'ad tinere }9 §
Chinese as of Indian immigrants. The coolie lines are in good order an S

. . . i f last
great deal more accommodation than is required at present. At the time of my las

. . e i South of
visit during the rainy season, these were the driest lines of any estate in the South

. Province Wellesley.

General. .

19. Jhere has been a distinct improvement in the supply of u;]dentu‘reéld ]&bfﬁé
during the year under review, thq numbelj of statute 1mungrz’mtt)sdw (o) al’-:vSouthem
Colony being 2,652, against 1,549 in 18g5. The. season was dda . or:Te :;vork pthern
India, work was difficult to get, and the completion of the large drainage ork Knowt
as the Perujar project set free a number of labourers who had be?} gm;z oyt(ei o it.
I see no reason to doubt the possibility of keeping up the supply o mh enture f abour
for the small number of estates which employ statute immigrants at the rate ok wages
now offered. The estates now chiefly import statute immigrants in order to eep up

-«
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their numbers, but if there were to be ap ip

necessary to go further afield, ang th
market.

crease in t

. he number required, it would be
€re might be 3 te

mporary stringency in the labour
20. It is the importers of free laho i i i
their requirements, but this vear o prever, who find 2 dfficulty in supplying

of the Penang Circular of 1887 nhas been abetter one for them also, The withdrawal

- ! OW enables commigg; ; :
than indentured immigrants, and . should b Mmission to be paid to recruiters of other

\dent 1 € easiér to i
recruiting is, nevertheless, strictly limited, The 'l'inda?eb::ll:c]) 2102‘::5-0"’::1:0 ‘li-glc(:u?:
sent.  This is one of the points d

which sat in May last. There are not wanting signs that the Strait oy Commission
only to attract 'mmigrants. The advent of the Cey s

resulted in the Straitg competing with that Colg, i
:Se(flnd}’a, on November 10th, brought a batch of 40 Jaffna Tamils t
n Selangor, and other parties of the same people hav

21. . A Commission to enquj

s a day for the gec d ,
and in the case of a fcma.le I3 cents and 15 cents 3 ggy ?;Otg:);lmnethe Casg o.fa male,
abolition of the depdt in Negapatam and th periods; (3) the

to assist recruiting ; (4)
Straits for all bond fide a
Immigration Ordinance
commendations.

the provision of fre
gricultural labourers

ip passages from India to the
1s now being broug

An amending Indjan
Ying most of these re.
2. Six hundred (600) days is, | think, a gogpq n.: :
an indentured immigrant may be limited. Wg i perlo(}l to w

) . orking by nicce
will be able to complete his contract in good time, ‘Vﬁi Y Piece
quire acclimatization to repay with their labour thesgre
the cost of importing them.

hich the contract of
Prece work, a good worker
le it will enable those who re-
ater proportion, at any rate, of
23. In,its recommendation as to the minimum r . ‘oot

went rsather further than the facts warranted. T foof “a.ges,. the Comm!ssm_n
prevailing at the time of the report to justify so high a Minimum ag 17 cents, but the
subsequent rise in the price of rice and the X

} enhanced value of the rupee would make
such a rate of wages none too high at present. As, ho

¢ ! ! : \ wever, the present conditions
are not likely to prevail for any length of time, [ think a minimum rate of 16 cents for
the first 300 days and 18 cents for the second 300 days would be sufficient. Qnp Per-
matang Bertam Estate the rate paid for free coolies is only 16 cents a day and on
Malakoff Estate 17 cents, and this is for men who are thoroughly acclimatized. Of
course, the work on a coco-nut estate like Permatang Bertam is not s0 hard as that of
a sugar estate, but there is not much difference between a tapioca estate such as Mala-
koff and a sugar estate. It must be said, however, that these cases are exceptional ;
the usual rate of wages for free labour all over Province Wellesley is 20 cents per day.

24. The depét at Negapatam worked fairly successfully during the year under
review, and supplied a sufficient number of statute immigrants, but there have been
complaints of their inferior physique. The appointment of an Agent in India should
lead to an improvement in the quality of statute immigrants imp.rte
with the monopoly now enjoyed by two firms at N

appointment, however, as | understand it, is to incr
India and the Straits, and for
quarters for the Agent, w

d by doing away
cgapatam. The chief object of this
ease the flow of free labour between
this purpose Madras would, no doubt, be the best head-
ith Sub-Agencies in some of the principal districts.

25. A vote of 85,000 has been taken in the Estimates ‘or 1897 to provide assist-
ed passages ffor bond fide agricultural labourers. [t is expected that the greater por-
tion of the money spent in providing assisted passages will be recovered from the
planters.  The question is rather o complicated one. If it be intended that Govern-
ment shall recruit coolies and then allof them to various employcrs who may indent

for them, I am not disposed to believe that emigration to the Straits will increase to
any appreciable extent. Government interference will rather have the contrary effect.
The coolie will look on the arrangement with suspicion, and it will take a considerable
time to overcome his prejudices.  The better plan would be for each of the Straits em.
ployers to be represented by his own recruiters ax at present, the Agent acting as
adviser, receiving the coolies for shipment to the Straits, and vroviding them with pas-
sages.  Employers of free labour will thus be able to reduce the advances they make

to recruiters by the amount of the passage money, which will be paid direct to Govern-
ment.

[ J

' by me.

5

i thern India during the last quarter
v ore or less prevalent in Sou ast quarte
. ChOlfirzt‘hv;a;eTundra whic;l)x arrived from Negapatam or; g:]eoluottt})lreaﬁvsf ber,
of theu{eﬁ,?oa;‘uarantine, but no fresh cases ogc}\:rlrfegé D’il]:;eb ev; arequlting eak of cho-
lera b ' atam in the second ha , Tes 8 deaths,
Lo e d'epr(?lti a:aI:tesg:Svaiting shipment left. The dgpé.t wii :t ::;:'e closed,
and e r:g] mgre shipments of indentured 1mm1gran.ts urmg e y e ing the yea,
e Wef‘;\“ states in Province Wellesley have been ms(i)ec_teg :&lcgarlier %art year,
2 Y ter. The inspections durin
and visited Pl lfia(s)txtog;el\;’}r qga’léULLIVAN, and those during the latter part of the year
e .
year were carri

L

in addition to his duties
; : ras in charge of the Department, in a . P
28, Mr. 0O SU(li“il{vCSn‘::Sul; to Agril, while I acted as As§1stanténgt1::t;;n$!%ll':ii_
as Collector 0§ LaXpril ethe Office was handed ovelijto thfi As?l?rt‘z?;n Irmmigrants, but
tion Agent. In . ted Second Assistant Protector ot | inted
being gazetted S¢ i t, and in May I was appo
nese, Mr. GIBBES > taking up the appointment, t on
leave without ta gup Magistrate. Mr. CAPPER wen
he proceeded ¢n C duties as Second Mag \ - tion De.
i ddition to my culies 2 f the Indian Immigratio
to act for him in a d I remained in sole charge o ALMA, Cadet,
sick leavte " 1:1: ‘t,l?:en bcell(-»,sznof the year. On December 8th, Mr. E. LT ) )
partment up

arning Tamil.
i for the purpose of learning .
e aSS'gf}If: o t}'lze?fii:: of Government will not, | h(f)pe, c;n;g:lgt{l)l:rilc))gpar’r?:npost
i oniod i hinese Protectorate for any | . - post
be WO?kedI Cor}]ou:it(l)}r,l v/v\l,ct;;nthl?ascn‘(;[\:v been abolished ; the Assistant Protector o i
of Indian Immigra

) i i .g iS aSSiSted
nese 1s St led A .Stant Pl' tect r f Chlnese and I“dlan Imml rants an
S i 3 §S1 0 or o l

Offi i f Indian Immigrants. The
Tami i fecond Assistant Protector of It grants. | I e
bya Tan! 'Spteal:::xntgbelorcl; 2:(53 Class V of the Civil Service. ‘lhe post of Se A
latter appointm

and
. ts is usually held by a young a
. i and Indian Departmen inese and Indian
sistant both in the C}:;::iid Officer. The Assistant Protecto;tociecgilﬂd“-:sin 1l matters
comparatlvelyf ltrll-z?lfeed himself in the Chineze i)epztlrtf?g‘rt(;t:ll:or ofI;ndian Immigrants,
Immigrants, i traincd 17 n the Second Assistan the Second As-

. m1grat10n, (o] . all dependcnt on
relating to Indian im eaking Officer, he will be equally rs conferred on the
or, if hePbeta Tc?rn:fl CSEierese gs regal‘és Chinesetat;fslf:. virIt‘Ezlp::éiC?se in one or other
sistant Protec e iderable, yet thel .

s re very considerable, ; sistant.
.ADSSlSt?nt rirgvtiqlc:g;tain the {;ands of a junior and untried assis

epartme

Nor is it possible
to make use of the staff of one Department fort

he work of the other. There is ntOtE::,%
i Departments
between them, and for all practical purposes the two Dep
in common betw ,
been carried on separately.

it has been
been throughout the year, 1
the Department has ! ies. These are mainly
30. Shor;.}éﬁnd;i r:sthan carI}‘)Y out the usual routms td;t}izz the amending Ordi-
pOSSlblz tto ?ﬁe lpr:tection of the indentured lmlmblgrantss, ir:ldentured or otherwise, will
confined to . icultural labourers, k done at
i tion all agricu . : ts, and the work do
‘pance comes into opera f Indian Immigrants, ies of the
f the Protector o ) . tension of the duties o
come under the &gis 0 in volume. Nor is this exte lovers of
ill largely increase 1n VO 4 ithin its grasp the smaller employ
present w1 if it brmgS within g e ) ntrymen, and
Depaﬂm?lr‘ll: ' tc))(:'stti ig;zcil’tfe the Indian labourerhared Oft?:hhelisr cl’sl"ar:iv(;otmpyloyer,s far
labour. e w dure at the hands o The
ers often endure t every turn.
the Soiﬁgge&é':teat]uizol;:nmigrants whose fOOtSttfplTo :l:ecg;lta:i??\i r:;, grassycutterS, &c.,
more over as bullock- illages. No
fer to are those who come in the towns and villag
pecple 1 re loyed singly or by twos and threes heir lot is often of the
and who are employed singly thing for them, and their lc
i made to do anything : should be, to
:tledmptt ha’ls'h}:tl};’:(r)tt:cl:ce;r:)f Indian Immigrants,P astl Ctonc(?;vé l?ilr?eg:tilsei; the Chinese.
ardest. . hat the Protector . .
. f the Colony, wha N bect of inquiry before a
the Indian population o Natives of India is the subect of N
dispute between Nati . ish a considerable propor
At present every ; and these disputes furnish a 0 h
: t of Requests; an tisfactory either to the
Police Court or Cour These cases are seldom satis! . .
. f those Courts. ese d to bring their grievances
tion of the work o rties were encouraged to bring &
o Court. If the partie : lement satisfactory
ht‘tgl?ntosﬂ‘?cret?“ tl];‘ee first instance instead Ofd aplplymgetd?lgta;‘c:vr; ?nst‘;xté viork of the Courts
to the . . d,and alarger P litigious
ht often be arranged, . f India is the most litig
to both parties mig been remarked that the Native of in has not been
be effected. “; ht?lseogs?onv, but it has never been consn(}ilgre{i ;hitah: a:rild oo bas
of the rac(la)s ':g his complaints to an Officer who speaks his languag
taught to bri inted to look after his interests. stituted
been SPCCIF:IY ‘:F;%O::; the Indian Immigration Dep%rt.ment, asita;tpl;f:snetntc?:gnsists of
31 es 1 incompatible with efficiency. 3 Boardin
d to a level incompatit . Clerk who is also Boarding
has been reduce f 'Indian Immigrants, aring
t Protector o han | \ d five boatmen. Each o
the Second Assistan travel with immigrant vessels, an Ive. and
Officer, twto I:?EZE‘POI;S)S::‘;O be in Penang for seven working days out of twelve,
the Inspector:
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when present to perform the duties of Boarding Officer, besides assisting in the office.
In practice, however, this arrangement has not been found to work. ql‘here may be
Indian immigrants for Singapore, and the Inspector has to go with them and see them
safely landed, or he may be put in quarantine for the greater part of his stay in Pe-
nang as happened during the year. It follows, therefore, that the duties of Boarding
Officer fall on the Clerk with such assistance as he can get from the Boat Tindal. The
boat, however, is also at the disposal of the Chinese Department and is not always
available. The Boarding Officer is required to attend steimers leaving for the Siameze
States and Netherlands I[ndia at times which vary from 8 A.M. to midnight, and there
are sometin.u-as as many as five of these steamers in the harbour on the same’day some
of them sailing at the same hour. He has, in addition, to attend to the clerical work

(t)f tihe office and this, I submit, is more than one man can be reasonably expected
o do.

32. In my opinion, a Second Clerk and Boarding Officer i
He should be acquainted with Panjabi and Hindusggani, as tl:i:sibslgl:gtzg ::(;isesirri.-
ployed by many of the persans frequenting the office, and there is at pregent no one
in the Department acquainted with them. It would be more convenient to have a
sma.ller boat.for t.he Boarding Officer, which should be reserved for the sole use of the
Indian Immigration Department, the rest of the lascars now employed being turned
over to the Chinese Prptectorate;. When both Boarding Officers are on du%yAat the
same time, a sampan might be hired. Or a boat might be dispensed with altogether
the Boarding Officers employing sampans, but in that case it would be necessary to en-

gage a _couple of Depdt-keepers. The duties of Depét-
by the Boat Tindal assisted by the rest of the boat’s cerggvt. Keeper are now performed

33. The present staff, compared with the former staff, will be found in paragraph

22 of Mr. O’SULLIVAN'S report for 18 I i
2 O o o falAN' :—p 95. recommend that the subordinate staff be

Chief Clerk and Boarding Officer, . $720
Second Clerk and Boarding Officer, 600
Two Inspectors, ... . 840
Boat Tindal and Depét-keeper, 18
Two Lascars, 192
Peon, ... . 84
Punkah-puller, 72

$2,616

an increase of $564 on the Estimates for 18g7.

34. S. ASIRVADAM PiLLAlL, the Chief Clerk, broke down under the strain of the
duties now imposed on him, and was obliged to take three months’ leave to India.
During his absence his duties were efficiently performed by P. P. SELVANAYAGAM
PiLLal, now a Clerk in the Registry of Deeds. The suspension of S. JOSEPH, the
Tamil Interpreter, mentioned in paragraph 23 of the 1395 report, was not confirmed,
but he was transferred to the Treasury as Second Clerk, and the post was abolished.

This Report has been delayed owing to the non-receipt of the returns from
the States of Selangor and Negri Sembilan. Returns from these two States have not
been received up to the date of writing, and Statements D, F and G are, therefore,
incomplete.¥ This Department is ‘not responsible for the accuracy of the returns
contained in Statements 2, F and G attached, so far as relates to the Native States.
The Native States have their own immigration officers, and the Protector of Immi-

rants exercises no authority in the Federated States. It is a distinct anomaly that
“he should attach to his report statements which he has no means of verifying and
for which he has to disclaim responsibility.

I have, &c.,

E. G. BROADRICK,
Acting end Assistant Protector of Indian Immigrants.

* Since writing the above, the Returns from Selangor have been receiv i j
) ed and h bee 1
Statements D, F and G. The Returns, however, are ?ncomplete. e n included im
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STATEMENT 4.

List of Vessels which arrived in 1896 with Statute lm}nzgrrants Sfrom the
Madras Ports, &c.

Statute Immigrants.
¢ ' . Other
*2 Immi-
Names of Vessels. From what Ports. [Dates of Arrival. S _ag grants, Total.
s 5| &
s | B | a
1896. ' 2404
“ n dras & Coast Ports.| 8th January, . 249
S S « g?:::angra, . Madra n 21st " 2; 5 2 363; ggg
” o » ? th Feb , 1 4 I 13
” ‘.: S.ecuﬂgra’ " :: xgth e,, i 14 7l .- 522§ 543;
v oSl ” § ard March, 2|® 6 . sord| 205
L Secuncra, " " 17th 40 1§ ) 281 333*
T glrsa’ dra” ”, " 3ist 39 9 I 380 4% i
” “S?c.un” ! ’ " 14th April, 54 16 7 490 g 3
SR Sma’ dra,” ’ ” ” 27th 64 15 8 570 8531}
Ty s?c“n,. 2 ? " 12th May, 8o 23 3 768 (7)113*
] ersa, dra,” ” " 26th 109, 19 8| 269} : H
L Kecu"- & " i Jist . 278 87
"oy s‘ator,l'a ' " . 8th June, 871 14 2l st 223
” uLalpoora,” , » 23rd” gl 19l g oty LI
o S? pojr, 7 7th July, 120] 32 4 699 53
» O ” . 10th " 400 400
o, g"‘m"j" » y i 21st 130] 23 3l 716 870k
"t ” ” 3rd August, 138| 26| 19| 930 | U103k
, ‘“Sirsa, , " » L . . 8 654
¢ Secundra,” ”» 18th 37 3 5 3
Ut ? 1st September, | 150 29 131 780 965
LI Sll'Sa, " ” » Isth i 131 24 9 789-} 949
»o SthUn,('ira, ” » 2oth o 124 20 10 go8 1,057
"o Pll):si:ia ” ;' ': 3rd October, 6 aes . gg‘;* %2(7)*
S { o » ’ ! 12th ” 14 24/ 4|
" g;a;\;n’t,ira, ” ” 27th 126 22 8 906 1,252
"« Secundra,” N ” 1oth November, 107 18 6 .;,%Z; 6§5§
” . ) " 1 12 9
“ Girsa,” " 23rd 77 1
"o ara” » 11th December, 127 33 14 5424 709
" e > SN (e T oaod| 630t
Total,... | 2,210 442 158] 17,340 | 20,071
STATEMENT B.
List of Vessels which left for Madras Ports with Immigrants in 1896.
' e No. of .
"Names of Vessels. Dates of Departure, | Immi- For which Ports.
| grants.
8. S. “Sirda,” ard January, 18g6. 240 Madras and Coast Portg
, ‘“Secundra” 16th ., ” 21 » »
» ‘“Swea,”’ .| gust " » ggol »” ::
, ' Secundra,” 13th Pebruary, . 3 »
” “Sirsa,” . 27th " ”» 5¢ ” »
,» " Secundra,” 12th March, ” 518 » n
» “Sirsa,” 26th » 546 » »
» “Secundra,” gth April, " g;s » ”
b ' Sirda,” 23rd » 62¢7) » ”
» * Secundra,” 7th May, ' » ”
" “Sirda,” 20th woloasa | ow ”
: ¢ Secundra,”’ 3rd June, » 626} » 2
» . Sil’Qa," 17"h 1" ” 435* ” 7
,» “ Lalpoora,” és‘t‘ July, » g_gsg " 2
" S'rsa,” 16t| ” »” »”» 7
Y ou S::dundra,” 29th ] ” 485 ” %y
Yo Sirsa,” 12th August, . ” 398 . i3
? uSeéundra,” 26th ” 357% » 1,
Y «Sirsa,” 10th September, ,, 4261 " ’
" Secundra,” ..]l 24th » 303 " "
;: “ Sirsa,” . |. 8th October, " 4311 v
,» “Secundra,” . " »” 484 . .
" Sirsa,” sth November, » 309 ’,
” ¢ sec“ndr.at" jgth ”» ” 375 » ’,
. ‘“Sirsa,” 3rd December, 407} ” .
" “ GaOIPam," l7th n ” 338* ” N
» " Sirsa,” 3ist ” ”» 400 ” !
e | I} "
Total,... l12,977
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STATEMENT G.
Deaths from

Deaths amongst Statute Immigrants.
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E. G. BROADRICK,

Acting and Asst. Indian Immigration Agent
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E. MACONOCHIE, Eso.,-1.C.S,, .
OFLE . Under-Secretary to the Government of India,

To

e Government of Madras.

, T
, o
Simla ,the & September 1897,

Department of Revenie
pa,nd Agriculture. S1 R,

(Emigration).
I am directed to forward for the information of the
Government' of Madras, a capy of the Annual Report on
Indian Immigration into the Straits Settlements for the
year 1896,
2. I am to enquire whether there are any points
in the Report to which the Governor in Council would

w%sh the attention of the Colonial Government to be

directed.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

aventumdl - AR Your most obedient servant,

Offg.Under-Secretary.
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STRAITS,SETTELEMENTS EMICR.TION.

The Covernment of India in
forvarding the anngal report of thé
Assistant Protcctor of Indian Epigz-

=ants in tho Straits >uttlcmunts for

4

the yeax Nﬂ&@ 1896 desired to bu

7

inforued if th ze ~ere any o points
to “hich this Covernment wishkied the
lolra's/

attention of the Eb&hkfovcrnmcnt to be

directed. The rTeport Tas sent to the

At

ﬂfwéyvdﬁ’ﬂ&*44f‘P°1l ector cf Tan;oru for bugz?tyand
ir,,y/=-«4>7ffzﬁf the Collector for ards the reports of

the Ewmigration Agent Negapatawn. and
the Head issistant Collcctor at that
W4 place., The papers have Hﬁoﬁbéen
aaiting the rece 1pt of the nes S.S..'
Enigration Oxdinance. ~hich has just
arrived.

As regards the various points noted on.
by the Exigration Agent and the Hbad
Assistant Collector.it =ill be seen WA
that most of them aTe covored by the :
provisions of thc new Ordinance.
(i)-The ifealth of the CCOlle on the
estates, this 111 be soeqsto by the
Protector appointed under Part 2.

in the course of his 1nspbct10ns un& ¥
PArt?. sections49‘& 50. All estates
on which there are Indian coolies'a;e
po be inspectead regularlyjana not tﬁose,

on@i}gn “hich thexe are indentured

(Z) Rat. of ac.s, Tu. Oxdinance

-1 Pte P, - Lt A

.-



16 cents for the first 300 days for

and 18 cents Quminpdbiny wfter that

period. The

4

ates for males under a:
and for fewmales arxe 15 and i5 centé,
respectively. The Eﬁigration Agent“
thinks that Jd cents should be paid;
put thore is nothing in the Ordinance .
t§ prevent planters paying uny rates;
they choose.and on the other hand iff
they cannot get coolics P ( as tgey:
complain is the case in their petitionﬁ

w - .
accompanying th- new ordijance jp suffi

=ent numboagythoy 7ill be obliged to-

-de—sbv&&7/n¢¢7ﬁ—'

(8) The state of reakmess in wvhich the
coolies ar-ive im the Stxaits Settdre-

}

-zents ~ill be dealt with by section14
of the Ordirance.under rhiéh it is
provided that any % cooly wh@ is !uﬁig.
Ag found to be unfit for labour
on account of physical weakness or

any other cause is to be detained in
hqspit;1 until he is declared to be‘;fr
fit.

(4) The question of the abolition"or_‘u
retention of the Negapatan Depot is
one for the S. 3. Governmuent to deal

“ith as tho cxpoenscs COhngept -a-— 77
“av: al ays boon born;

- .. Zo
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that'thc coolies vho embaxk are fitﬁ

fér‘agricultural labour &c; The
cstabplishemnt of the Depot vas moog&a
in 1888. The lotter from the Dis{rgc
Surgcon)fdnjore{priﬁted in CG.%. i
510 £ ~f 1886 sho’s the Treasoms -
for ~nich it ras desized. it vas opé
in 1890. Paras. 265 éeq. of the mj'

Labour COmmnission r;port of 1891 sh

'




—
e, o

(S)ﬂa The prov131on of free stea.“-shlp

.bona fide agrlcultural 1abourers and

gf

» ' : T
Yay in vhich it is worked. No rientfion ﬁj

is made inrthi’pef ordiaance of the
Dopotnbgt this doecs not inply ﬁhat ii
is to bo given up; The depot hasb
apparently disapéointed the expecta-
-tions formed of it. In the annual
report for 1892 the Protector says,
paras 29 ( at E) seq. that the depot
cost the S.5.Covi. 5000 dollars in the

first three years,but that standiag

by itself WM the objects

desired cannot be obtaineds Wipsbpem

It is for the S.S.Covt. to decide

whether the expenditure on the depot

is profitable. The coolics who g0 over

vithout |l passing through Qiipgsedets -

the depot are not entitleqd to the

L4

pr1v1leges of 1ndenture on their arri-

=val in the 3.3, ( gee Mr,Ffrbes's_

ﬂassages fron India to the Se Se  to all

their famllles. A subsidy “as graliteq
by the s, 5, Govcrnnent from 189p to
1-973 ﬂg to t,. stoa ship 11ﬂ‘<% I. 5. N,

"OI L 1:‘ -~ Lluc

3
r-*_“‘l ‘ . i

L'h’“\l'!\d.ls Qntlru‘d‘ pala.! ”gf*’"':
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Lupfh

Nothing is said about any dt;{h allov=
-ancc in the new Ordinance.f but in

. para. 29 of the Report the Protector
says that a votc of B500C dollars was
tak.on pdM in the 1897 cstinates to
provide dﬂh&eﬁaﬁ@ﬁ!assistcd passagos
foxr bona fide agricultural "3 1aﬁoumer§,

and in Ozxdinance No. 13 of 1897.at N.

15 133 dollaxs alv voted for the

Tndian E~igration Agont's Dept. and

delane €
Q,JOOl\for transport; it does not

%9i . appcear <pat the latter iten is intcnded

for.

o
e

(ﬁ) para. o4 Tpno proposal to cstablish
a Head Agent in Veidras, would naturally
be opposcd bY Ncgapatan;thc_Agcnts at

shich placc no” cnjoy e 2 sonopoly of

-

a lucrative traffic. Thc only question

. ° ..t is chotper it voudd not lead to the

importation of a largeT nunbers of the
useless class of labourers referred to
2, ' N ~ J}}n paTa. 230.vho are not agriculturalﬁts
at all. but are crimped by the naistrigs
for the sake of the percentagc)and on
arrival in the gtraits turn out to be
either unfit for work oh'the planta-
-tions.oT almost uscless for the fijst‘

. yeal.



(7) An Imspectox to be sent over from

India byythe Madras Covernment. This
is apparently desired by the S.S.qut.
as ﬁara. 50 of the Ordinancefspeaks

of " the officer deputed fron time to
tizc Vg 7ith the comcurremes of

the Coverno~ by the Covernment of .
Madras to sxaminc and repor£ to that o
Cove rnmcgt the condition of Immlgrants

in the Colony v, The-Ordinance confexrs

gn this officer all thc poers of
, enptTy on ostatcs)inspection of the
Cr | fremises occupied by the inﬁigranis,- -
and investigation of the bocks of j
.':apcount\of theirxr ‘ages snich the
Protectqf appointéd\by the'Straits
chernment‘exercises,under sectinm 49.
This is a point on #hi&h orders are
golicited. An ingpection vhich was to

be a reality would sma@® necessitate
[thg deputation of an officer for

\

at ‘least two uonths ach year;‘as the'

dut1es Whlch are’ a581gned to h1m are

'“f@i:itr~CL¢9€/¢*“11**5 the same as those assigned to the

’ l’£&‘4~vv¢—1;czz=t:2:: Straits Protector,probably a yearly 3
‘ | /éky ‘ inspection would be sufficient iv$: 
? “'>‘4‘ _\3, . l.r 5
N7/ < il
R wa“({dh .,-uwmrbu:&»{.
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