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Wages are inadequate in the Mill, and the demand of thc

workers is for a general increase by 25 per cent in sll Depart-

ments. In the case of the women workers, the increase should be

1 = by 50 per cent
phere should be provision for sick leave with an allowsance
J for all workere on the same scale as in the Buckingham and ¢ar-
natic Mills
Phe practice should be introduced of giving promotions to
men with experience. Also, when a men does the work of a higher
5 grasdeworker, he must be paid the wages for that piece of work.
The workers are seriously dissatisfied with the large numbers
of errors which occur in the calculation of wages every month.

3 Ssteps should be taken to prevent such errors from being committed.

LR tf | g In the Mixing Depariment, women have to do extremely strenu-
| ; ous work in carrying big bales of cotton in the hot sun. Ade-
gquate facilities should be provided for these women, such e
i 5 f y | shed in which to work and the weight of the bales shoula 3 Ul
beyond their capacity. The latrines are too far away from

1 ks

glace of work.
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In the Weaving Lepartment, there éhould be no compulsioﬁ.

Those who work on one loom must be given a general increase of

25 per cent in wages. The recormendations of the Cormittee ap=-

-
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pointed in 1928 in regard to the two-loom system must be carriea
out in full. The rates of wages for long cloth must be increased =~ |

In the Cotton Mixing Department, the number of men must be

_.-v“,- e

increased to 14. Th!ke are only 9 at present, and the work is t¢ /

heavy for them.




In the Winding Department, the number of those who supply
material to the piece workers should be increased, as the present
number of workers is inadequate.

In the Carding Department, there should be a clock. Men
must not be asked to clean the machines.

In the Roving Department, machines must be fitted up with
proper indicstors.

In the Dye House, 14 men are not able to do the work, and

their number must be increased at least to 25.

In the Blow Room, the number of workers should be increased.

In the Slubbing, Intermediate and Roving Departments, instead
of indicator No. 20, indicator Ho. 25 should be kept. The EEXSERX
present rates of piece work are unsuitable. There should be an

inerease, particularly to the doffer boys and also to the coolies

in bobbin carriers.
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Copy of letter dated 23rd November 1929 of the Madras
Labour Union to the Manager, The Choolai Mill, Madras.

With reference to the conversation between you and
the Agent of the Mill on the one side, and representatives of
the Madras Labrur Union on the other, notes of which you have
been kind enough to supply me, I regret th=t you are not able
to accept any of the conditions put forward by us.

Privilege Leave. There appears to be some mis-

understand ing as to what happened before the Labour Commisg=
sioner on 27-7-1929. I was® not present on that occasion,
but I am informed that the men's representatives did not mean
to accept your interpretation of the conditions regarding
privilege leave, but only waived it for the time being in
order to bring it up later on. Theywere not anxious to cem-
Plicate the situation then by raising a number of issues.

It is obviously unfair that you should now insist on privi-
lege leave being taken at a stretch in one continuous period

and not according to the convenience of the worker, a condi-

tion which you did not put forward at the time you o~ e
the grant of such leave. We are, therefore, v, able T |
your interpretation. We agree, however,.that so fai y
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current year is concermed, those who are eéligible for |

lege leave and have not availed themselves of it shall b

paid 7} days' wages on the third Saturday of January 1930 o s Mo
This should not mean that no privilege leave will be graﬁted@éﬁ&
dyring the current year, should any one choose to avail him=-

sI:f of 1%,

We cannot also accept your condition that the cal-
culation of wages for the period of privilege leave will be ;
on the basis of the average wage earned during the year for ;:
which leave is due -- you presumably mean the year preceding

for which leave is due. This will mean g considerable loss

of earning to the worker. We are, therefore, compelled to

insist upon the calouwlation being on the actual wages earned
by the worker at the time he takes leave. : .

We cannot also accept the condition that the pay~" ;
ment of wages for the period of privilege leave will i \
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| the third Saturday of £k :

he third Saturday of everv month, and not with th 4 : , . 3 of ™h

’ Y == 1 s o » 5 €1 1170 N
[ 4 e P e B i woman entitled te such benefits has resumed woTrk. 1A€
§ of the wages on the second Saturds The numbher of : i o
! & wa g e gecond J&thfda_y- ihe number of workers a"‘f‘l ok arie is requi*‘ed not when ghe 18 earning a wage,
ggl stance v g

» entitled to such lezve cannot be larg "d s = : : :

- nnot argej,and the number of ; s el Sl S e e R BT Wo Tk The
E ~ s < nowever low it mav be, but when she is out ol worke.

‘ those who actually take privilege legve wil o . . i T
[ G y a F i1lege leagve will form g very calculation of Qn°—+hi”d of their average wage brings down
¥ cadlllda - i .

P smgll proportion the umnbe o ; . . ,

f prop of the total number. In these circumstances, the amount due to them to an utterly inadequate amount.

we find it impossible anp ; PPl i : 4 PR
: : upossible to cappreclate the reasons for your Cases have been brought to our notice of a grant of Rs.3
wado Tw N J Vi =
withholding the wages for an ad G o F
N = additiongl peri A
| n period of a week. to 4 as maternity benefits.
Unclaimed Wag 7 € B T A . o
zhncla’med WageSe. We regret that you cannot see ( je regret that you have practically ignored the
our wy to accej s s atig Yoy f- ; = ‘ ' o :
Y J accept our suggestion that the payment of wages ) : demand for an increase in wages conta ained in our letter
sy g elaliv < e -
+n w r o s gt £ k B i' -
o workers who NS bgsent for X - i 1 e R e
} s WHO &It abBent 1or any reason on pay day, should 4 ; of 12th August. In several departments, as has been pointed
1 o
f be on the Tuesda) Bridav in the followi ; : :
i 1 sday and Friday in the following week, and not out in that letter, there has been no 1NCIE eace whatsoever
on Saturday only is vour ) L : +3 s
- ” ay ly, as 1s your present arrangement. In the for several years. Ve must bring to your attention parti-

/ 3 1
& n-an avrnaeti .
chlnunah and Carnatic Mills, the practice, apparently
/ ?

[ % : :
Eﬁaﬁ not nhad any disturbing effect. As a compromise, how
F

ever, we.suggested in our interview and repeat that sue

gegtion in writin £ SV
g g that the payment of arrears of wages

e

gshould be on the Wednesday in the week following pay d
re Pa, ay,

Thig will minimige the hardghi
8011p

7in addition to Saturday.
"y

wait for a full
. week i
) @\ v .LO lJayIﬂerlt (¢] Wa e84

éakxfiﬁ;. The object of the service

o

enable the Wb—nlzr-\:- onne
/o coneerned to ascertain

Yo
% /is period of service in the Mill, e regret
CﬁE simple suggestion should be accompanied by con-

! /

workers to accept them.

‘L/’ ' Reeling Department. We regret that you cannot
Iﬁlder the question of increasing the wages of the women

A/the Reeling Department. If their number exceed s your

A

/Qequirements, we would suggest the absorption of the sur-

plus number in other departments. There has been a congi-
"derable reduction in their wages. We would therefore once
" | again suggest an increase of 50 £ in the rates of payment.
* The same observation applies to the payment of increase of
‘wages of the waste pickers.

¥aternity Benefits. With regard to the maternity

| benefits, we are surprised that you cannot see the hardship

"1mlved in delgffhg payment for a full month after a mmwth
-~ W Oma.r;

T,J/from your side as to make it practically impossible

cvlarly the hardships of the men in the mixing department,
vhose work has increased considerably during the last few
rs, but without any increase in their wages. In theilr

cases, there should be an lncrease of 50% on their present

wage
Weaving Depar tment. In the weaving depar tment, y&il
odmitted on the 14th of November that the 1inirofy N

the double loom system Wwas & "gerious migtake". We

P Ay ek K blp S0
permitted to point out that, if that milstakxe had not
mede at all, the weavers would have been spared a greg i/c1/&4n»
deal of ummecessary hardship. The inju 1gtice of making ".. : s

experiments at the cost of the workers is, I am sure,

apparent to you. We do not think it right that you shouldEQA/Q
revert to the single loom system, except on conditions which*™
are acceptable to the weavers. They are prepared to work

on single looms, provided you ganction an increase in the

basic rates of 25%.

In conclugion, I wish to express my regret for: <he
incidentsa which occurred on the 16th of November. But,
without in any way justifying the action of some of the men
who indulged in stone throwing, I should like to observe
that the presence of Gurkha watchmen at the gates with =~-
knives in their possession will have the inevitable effect

of exciting the men. In addition, their utter ignorance

of the language and customs of the workers facilitates
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M«A i
Qe RSt misundergtandings. On a previous occasion, when & /- K ,MM{,‘»«ZA Newiobin % e Al Spros L
f ¥r.V.S.Ratnasabhapathi, the then Manager of our Union, was A 7

assaulted at the gate, we were led to believe that, with

t the sanction of your Head office in Bombay, the Gurkha watch-
°

|
¢

# men would be replaced by local men, Not only has thisg noet been : . : A ‘7—:1@-&‘ Q—u/W&' &
done, but you are now insistent that these men ghall continue : z ’ R
in their present positions. You have not accepted even the :' A‘f)?'e‘-‘a"’&"‘"‘ }‘T"{ =3 u.f».éww
suggestiion that, for the time being at any rate, thegse men ¢

gshould leave their weapons behind

‘\ ' ot W {,‘ /ux.. /,A_M»Y
when performing their A '

duties at the gate. I cannot but express

e -

the fear that in

those circumstances, there may be in the futnre occasions

.

£ 5 : . fs-‘?@ ’W é‘.éo
==¢pAction and trouble.
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At
e/ Before concluding, I must

1

observe that the

Prolonged
!/Aeg,otlatlong which we have conducte

S e
(l/ {CA’ RY - 5 éu..’t}a li
d on behalf of the men

o 2) 7 S;-,&.:afaffsy Cls |
regard to several of the points raised in this letter have , Y |
. Rowmeanpu b "
unsettled their minds and created the impression that vou C3/) et 7 /A
o v
- are not willing to do justice to them, Unless the men’' g (’) / AR ?%M %,' Tee
S Aamond s are met promptly in a spirit of reasonableness, it , ( &/“ ' Yersid Lo
P " Lt for us to restrain th - ‘
7. g € men from regor ting 3 ¥y /o2y T{Jj
> ?WW ArMacedo
’, JJ.Z X nestly hepe that guen a situation will : 54, :
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Labour Commigsioner's Office.
It is very difficult to deal with the
§ i » merits of the application, becuase the information

11

¢ % Y o - y . . IR . it naf s A AR P
> o which should have been furnished with ref ence Lo
¢ C o A A R ﬁ7/\;_/-3a. S et
' gL 4 e o : rule 3 (d), viz. a statement of the effor
o /7M i 5] /{A4 M ‘/‘-0\4/
M'( C
3 ’ 25 W ' [92-3 ¢ - , by the parties themselves to adjust the dispute,
f&v—c\,\ o~ lha //‘% 2 // ,

t
m W 7~ / hag not been submitted. I have no information on
7 ﬂ%/f,e/a/—/ i ¢
record regarding negotiations between the parties

} f later than that embodied in my report to Govern-
. ‘ -

. o VR e
me‘.’lt 1{01).}.5013005‘;)01/2‘:’ J:Lt&u

i

i report and my preceding report (of 8rd December) 1

% ! i

it

bearing the game number,relat; to various poinft !

5 i
g then in digpute and under negotiation, but mo r
g F “;

T A, of the points mentioned in the present Anpl/ b

v’ b N 2 ] ; I

b L \"’ A - ol

g \ 8=APRIBAD )~ i} were not points at issue during the negotiations %

<
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at the end of last year, Rt the meeting held in

\
|
i
jmy presence on 18th December last, between the
|
g Xf ik . y o
i ; management agnd the Union representatives Mr.Shivg
o ! @
Rao the President of the Union stated that his
|
| ® £

\ M {letter of 23rd Nowember 1929(009;1 encTosed) includ-
¢ \ 0 ¥ L, ‘ R, Léw‘;"\ > |
N 1 wA lomns G ol U H F’&.//"M bk ‘74"‘ ed all the points then in dispute that would come

up for digeussion. I would suggest therefore that

o Lailid

the applicants may be asked to supply information
’a)

regarding the efforts made by the parties them-

3 6\—/} 4 1 /"‘"“" L‘% | selvds! te adjust each of the points in dispute

o 5-1415 i 2 ‘- \ mentioned 1in the application. At the sa{.rne time

g

it

%\f"\;ﬂ" 4 ... the other (more or less technical) defects in the

application may be pointed out.
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The number of operatives in the Mills ) [Qﬁéﬂ
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according to tune latest iniormatlon avallable in my (( CT I
-
of fice is 2073 (i.e. on 1-1-1930). I believe almost

all of them

i.

w1 ~h
Will CIil

»

belong to the Madras Labour Union the
e
which on 31st March 1929 (the latest ! gx L
5 o y #
/ (AN .
information is available)wills 4035, ;

Commissioner of Labour.

Ae .

Government,

and Labour Department, |

. George, Madrag.,
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CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC DEP'ARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From W. R. CORNISH, Esq., c.LE., Surgeon-General with the Government
of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 1st
April 1885. '

I have the honor to forward, herewith, a letter from Surgeon G. T. Thomas,
which refers to matters which it seems have been dealt with by Government, but
regarding which the head of the Medical Department has not been informed.

2. It is impossible for me to offer any opinion on the facts, seeing that I have
no information before me of the nature of Mr. Broadfoot’s charges, or the mode in
which they were disposed of by Mr. Garstin in his special inquiry.

3. I conclude from the fact that Government did not send on the papers to
me for Surgeon Thomas’s explanation, that it held him exonerated from blame.
Mr. Thomas has come into possession of the papers, it seems, through the course
employed by Mr. Breeks Atkinson. Y

4. I may point out, however, the inconvenience of serious charges t the
honor of officers of any department being kept back from the knowl(:gnzf the
head of the department. In this case, I nominated Surgeon Thomas to an
important medical charge, in ignorance of the fact that Government had before
them imputations against him, which, if true, would have rendered him unworthy
to remain in the service. In that charge, Dr. Thomas has incurred the displeasure
of Government, and he naturally feels that evidence against him, which he has
never been called upon to rebut, may have caused the members of Government
and others who have seen the confidential papers in the case of Mr. Breeks
Atkinson to regard his conduct with disfavor and suspicion, '

5. It Government should consider an inquiry in this case undesirable, I hope
it may be possible to inform Dr. Thomas that the Government attaches no import-
ance to the charges brought against him by Mr. Broadfoot, for it is a very serious
matter for an officer to have circumstances on record against his honor, when he has
no opportunity of explaining or ]ustlfﬁ’mg his conduct. Such charges, when
unrefuted, must always tend to make the authorities acquainted 7.ith them view
the conduct of an officer in an unfortunate light.

6. As already stated, I can offer no opinion on the sufficiency of Dr. Thomas's
explanation, unless I know what has been alleged against him.” The allegations,

judging from the explanation, are such that no officer. holding Her Majesty’s
commission should tacitly accept.

Exncrosures.

From Surgeon G. T. THOMAS, Indian Medical Department, to the Sur :
. the Government of Madras, dated Madras, 31st March 1885 geon-General with

I have the honor to inform you that it is some time now since it was brought to 3
that Mr. Garstin had, in his report to Government on Mr. Breeks Atkinson’s gcase, r’:}y notlot:

‘& \Lfiﬁk



: examine the corpse. So far from there being anythin

e
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certain scandalous charges or insinuations against me emanating from Mr. B

time I considered the allegations in questiong:coo contemptible foi?r notice,—an ;}?ﬁiﬁg}o t\;'hiﬁlt 3:;
confirmed by the Government not calling upon me for an explanation. I am, however, now
advmed_ that the rumour of these charges has spread far and wide, greatly to the,dﬂma : (;f
reputation, and that it is at least desirable to dissipate, by a simple statement of the tgact ?ﬁy
unfavorable impression that must have been left upon the minds of Government. i

2. 1 therefore seek a formal exoneration from Government, and leave to pr

i . osecute 8
to which end I have the honor to request you to submit the foliowing explanI;tiZflcufo(;ntllfe&ggx?:ﬁ:
eration of Government, with such comments thereon as may appear to you to be called for

3. The Néingunéri jir's case. Mr. Broadfoot’s allegations against'me are—
(a) that, the jir having died suddenly under circumstancges which created a strong suspi
cion of his being murdered, I “set out for Néngunéri, never examined the %'d PI;,
all, but merely looked at it from the doorway of the room where it was lyi % dd
went away telling the Apothecary that the cause of death was heart-disea)q?’g-, B
(6) that the consideration, or, to put this (vide charge) in all its naked dpfose 'ti th
bribe I received for concealing the murder of the jir was a fee of Rs 460 SRl B

4. The sole foundation for these infamous imputations is :
for my professional services in connection with the gase. 1 mayt};.:‘{zu{e:v::y Ec)g;(tls 1?;.?1 imdl_li1 ot
the slightest grounds for any suspicion of foul play, I should not have accepte Fin iy §f«tovgred
Obviously, the point to be decided is whether I had cognisance of any fact or i S
justify such suspicion. The actual facts will, 1 trust, serve to show the malign I4)51)*3&1‘amce to
which my conduet in this case has been misrepresented. . gnant manner m

5. The first intimation I had of the jir’s death was at 10 s.x i X
note from the Collector, who sent me an arzi from the Tahsildm:’rzgo?tﬁgitgﬁts(fezif?s& g
which was therein aseribed to asphyaia. As desired by Mr. Atkinson, 1 pas:ed on this e i
Superintendent of Police Mr. Agar, who informed me he had already received a repo zrflrl to the
Inspector of Police hinting at apoplexy as the cause of death. Mr. Agar added tha’g) rf th i the
prtg. 8115}1311 gigh, it w;:s g %uty (i)ftlf;he:ﬁSub-Magistmte to send the body in ; if not, he ’s}lmul:i1 Z;Vtg
ggoggﬁsuiqx_ry , have ordered the disposal of the body. The correspondence so far is contained

6. It will thus be seen that the official information T receiv
produce that undefined element, of suspicion or, more properly, idea Sv%igirﬁﬁzvgf § na,t pize. o
at the mention of sudden death,—the idea, namely, that if appearances or attendant rcy ?ne 8 mind
warrant the supposition, there may be a suspicion that the cause of death is other -ﬂil‘cumstanees
one. That this was precisely the impression conveyed by the Tahsildar’s report han s natural
by Mr. Agar’s letter and by a note I received later on (by the hands of some Npén 18 evidenced
Brahmins()1 ﬁ':hm Mr'_. _At-kmsc')l{xh (éncloalure B) 1}:1 which he writes: “ Let me knofuﬁe;&nﬁ@lﬁ

iir’s death suspicious. e people say t a1 in
g’]t’?l]glz)?" - people say that they are willing to pay all your expenses if

7. Of course, in the case of the sudden death of a personage Th i g
more incumbent, from the special presence of motive fgr foul %133{ z)(;&gi]:t;l:tl g’f‘ﬁi‘%’n% it is the
themselves that there is nof cause for suspicion before permission is given for the intl 8 to satisfy
corpse. The Ta.hs'llda.r’s report appears to have left no very definite impression u o?lnlrslfnt of the
gon’s mind, since, in his first note, he asks for my opinion upon it, and his Secc?nd ;‘ Atkin-
amounts to an inquiry whether I thought there were any grounds for suspicion. n’l(‘) hi simply
appeared to be wh'ether_there was any necessity for me to go and examine the hody - s doubt
opinion was that, if I did go, I ought to be paid for so doing. I told the Brahmins wﬁ ; and his
me the second note that I could give no certificate or opinion on the report of the Tal, i‘l) brought
that it was a holiday, and that it would be very difficult for me to go to Néngun éﬁ&bsfdar only,
£all ; and I pointed out that the Tahsildar said, in his report to the Collector, that b, efore night
the body at 5 p.. if the District Surgeon did not come out ; no Brahmin’ could : 'ZOuld .
until the jir's body was buried ; he had been dead more than twenty-four hours ; iﬁ anything
know how much longer the })ody mg:ht bg left unburied, and my going out & ey d_ld not,
Tahsildar to a decision. This was their object, and they were willing to pay me ould bring the

8, All this appeared to me very natural and proper, especially the unxiety that T

thing suspicious in such conduct, the; Sh,({uld
to secure my attendance would have been exceedingly unnatural if there had. iy EIr anxiety
any suspicious circumstanpes.connected with the jir'’s death. In that case thei 0 reality, heen
have been to keep the District Surgeon away and leave the Tahsildar to carry oy ta'n?“e,ty would
to bury the corpse. carry out his intention

9. I drove seven and rode twelve miles that afternoon, usin
T could possibly have gone out. I rode straight to the temPle,gWg;Zhoﬁeggﬁs 1 di
where I was met by the Tahsildar, Native Inspector of Police, and Ciyil Apothee

who were present the whole time until I left.

nl
ed at 5 P_M{ ::ﬁ

ary Veddantayy,,

-

A
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“therefore, clearly not incumbent upon
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10. T examined the jir's body closely. It was that of a man so stout that out of curiosity
I took a measurement of the abdomen, helping to pass the string under the body. I percussed
and felt the abdomen to assure myself that the size was due to corpulence and not to tympanites.
The Apothecary and I carefully examined the body for marks of violence, fracture of ribs,
injury to trachea, enlarged spleen, which last could be felt. So much for Mr. Broadfoot’s
statement that I merely looked at the body from the doorway of the room where it was lying.

11. In his deposition (No. 2, p. 47, of Mr. Garstin’s report) Dr. McKee suggests abdominal
aneurism, because he had been told of an * abdominal tumour,” i.e., the enlarged spleen, to
account for the oozing of a liftle bloody serum from the mouth. If an aneurism had burst into
the stomach or intestine, I should say there would be copious vomiting of blood. I have seen
and dissected such a case. The Apothecary suggested apoplexy and fatty degeneration.

12. T told the Tahsildar that, if he had any suspicion of foul play or poisoning, he had
only to give me the order, and make Police arrangements, and I would perform an autopsy. I
ghould have been bound to do so and send the stomach, &c., to Madras. Both Tahsildar and
Police Inspector informed me that there was no suspicion of foul play. I then said that, judging
from the age (about fifty-three) of the deceased and his obesity (he used to be supported in
going to his oil-bath in the temple), and there being no suspicion of foul play, it was probable
that the cause of death was apoplexy due to fatty degeneration of cerebral arteries, and that the
heart would be fatty.

13. Mr. Garstin mentions that T was not in the district whilst he was holding his inquiry,
and had, therefore, no opportunity of saying a word on my own behalf, or of examining any
of the persons who made statements.before him. Nevertheless, Mr. Garstin has recorded that
he could find no grounds for supposing that there was foul play in connection with the jir’s
death, and that, in his opinion, my diagnosis of the cause of death was probably quite right.

I submit that no konest inquiry could have resulted in any other conclusion. ;

14. On the other hand, Mr. Broadfoot professes to have based upon inquiry his charge that
I was bribed to conceal a murder. Primd_facie, there is reason to believe that Mr. Broadfoot’s
inquiry was not made with the object of eliciting the truth, because, if that had been the object,
inquiry must have resulted in exposing the baselessness of the charge. I submit, the presump-
tion is that Mr. Broadfoot, for private ends, simply sought those false statements which are
always current in a factious village for the purpose of founding upon them the foul charge he
has preferred. The presumption is strengthened by the fact that my private relations with
Mr. Broadfoot were the reverse of amicable, and that he had, as I shall presently show, a sinister

motive for damaging my reputation.
15. Mr. Garstin leaves it to Government to decide whether I was wrong—
(1) in taking a fee of Rs. 200 (sic); =~
(2) in not making a post-mortem examination ;
(3) in not giving a certificate of the cause of death.

. 16. The question is, “should I have taken a fee at all, or one after not having made an
autopsy ?”’ - I reply first that, if ordered, I should not have hesitated to cut up the body;
secondly, that I saw no objection to the acceptance of payment rendered in such circumstances.

17. With reference to the amount of the fee, which was not Rs. 200 but Rs. 400, it was
not. I submit, excessive either as regards the remuneration a medical man might reasonably
, an occasion and in such circumstances, or from the point of view of

expect to receive on such
services actually rendered. ' -
18. The cotrespondence I have already cited clearly shows that I was not ordered to go to
Nénounéri. On the contrary, the Collector, m']_ns first ’1’10te, says, “I do not see how it is
possible for you or anybody to get to Néngunéri to-day.” In his second note Mr. Atkinson
distinetly authorises me to receive payment. Referring to the strong objection of the Brahmins
on the spot to sending the body to Palgqucottah the Superintendent of thce had advised me
that the Tahsildar could act upon the opinion of the Apothecary, and that it was the Tahsildar’s
duty to send the body in, whether the Brahmins liked it or not, if there was suspicion. It was,
y me to have sacrificed my Christmas day and put myself to

t trouble and inconvenience as did. I travelled 38 miles to and from the templs, found
that the dik bungalow servant had taken his Chnstm holiday, had to put up with native £ oid
from the Tahsildar, and with other dlscor.r}fyrts. Always supposing, as turned out to be the fact,
that there was nothing sus icious in the Jir's death, the amount of my fee was matter of simple
Brahmins to P‘H]' me to ‘mdel‘%o great personal inconvenience

e

t. Tt suited the ! g :
:.orr;l;,geeg}ll:;selves from greater, and to avoid necessity of having the body of a chief priest,
regarded in his life Wit%r great veneration asa very holy man, removed from the temple. I

e _ 400, a moderate sum I thought.; a very similar fee havipg been allowed by the Court
zgc:,l}sgm%: D4i(1)striot Surgeon for a journey into the same taluk. It is almost unnecess);ry for me
to add that in important cases, Or when & wealthy provmc}al patient summons a metropolitan
physician or surgeon at home, heavy fees are the rule. It is not unusual for a medical man to
receive for a journey, say from London to Manchester, a fee of 100 guineas. © Comparing the ease

and comfort of travelling at home in a first-class railway carriage with the trouble and discomforts _

A



e e

of the journey in the present. case, the fee I received appears small. Instances of much larger
fees, much more easily earned, are of common occurrence in this country and pass without
remark.

19. Should I have made a post-mortem examination P—I submit not. I had
that death was due to natural causes. As shown in the 18th paragraph of Mr. Garstin’s 1 aport,
the only doubt entertained by the Tahsildar was whether or not the jir had died in his sleep.
That was a matter upon which a post-mortem examination could have cast no light. The
Tahsildar, as a Magistrate, was the proper authority to decide whether a post-mortem examination
was necessary or not. As already stated, I pointedly put it to him that, if he had any suspicion,
I would perform an autopsy. In the absence of anything to warrant suspicion, his decision that
a post-mortem was not re_aq}nred was, in my opinion, right and proper. Had there been an ything
to justify a contrary opinion, I should have told the Tahsildar of it. Had I, as matters stood
insisted on an autopsy, I consider that I should have been guilty of a wanton, because Wholly:

unnecessary, outrage upon the religious prejudices and feelings of the people, which woul i
the case of the Negapatam Sunniassee, have been greatly aroused. e d, as in

20. Should I have given a certificate *—Having made no autopsy, I saw no necessity for a
certificate. I was not asked for one by the Magistrate or Police Inspector, or by the Brahmins
of the mattam, who were present, or by the Collector. I was called in to give my professional
opinion. I gave that opinion to the Magistrate who was investi ating the case. It was his
business to record and report upon that opinion. On my return I communicated the opinion I
had formed to the Collector. The omission to give a certificate, '

. - ve. if it is considered an omission,
was obviously unintentional. If held to be an omission, I submit it at most amounts to an error
of judgment.

21. The fact that a certificate was not given is alleged by Mr. Broadfoot as corroboration of
his charge. A more monstrons construction could not have been conceived. Clearly, if T had been
bribed by the Brahmins to conceal a murder, a certificate to cover the crime would have been
all-importaat to them, and would l}ave formed a part of the bargain. Rightly considsred, the
fact that a certificate was not given is of itself convincing proof of the absurdity of "Mr.
Broadfoot’s charge. ‘

992. The death of the jir crea,ted: great excitement was no hole-in-the-corner case.
with due consideration, and not, I believe, contrary to the rules of the Medical Service,

trust, said sufficient to show the utter baselessness of Mr. Broadfoot’
assertions by which he backed it up.

93. The Zemindar of Ettiapuram’s Cuse.~In this case also Mr.
in my proceedings, and descended to deliberate falsehood for the pu

94. His allegations are—

I. That two years ago I gave the Ettiapuram Zemindar when summoned to i
the District Court as a witness, a certificate to emable him to avoid ap‘g:a%iz; 01:
in consideration of a payment of Rs. 1,500 which w 2

for six months to come as to cover medical attendance
or six i ;

I1. That when shortly after I was transferred to Madras, T handed over no part of the fee
to my successor (Dr. Thornhill), who was surprised to find himself called on to
attend on the Zemindar for the rest of the six months, free of charge.

95. The simple answer to these charges is that I had with the Zemindar one of those
common yearly arranggments which well-to-do natives as well as Ex.n-opeans‘ are in the habit of
making with their medical attendants; whereby the latter agree to give all necessary attendance,
&o.. for a fixed sum; that there is not the slightest ground |for mmpugning the bona fides of
a.n; cortificate 1 gave the Zemindar ; and that, as regards Mr. Broadfoot’s second charge, it is
wholly false.

2);;. I gave the Zemindar at an interval of three months two certificates, of which the follow-
ing are copies i— k . . »

« This is to certify that I have examined this day the Zemindar of Ettia uram, named Jagavira
Rana & a Ettiappa Naicker, and find that heis in a weakly state of health and unable to attend
the court in Palamcottah in the 12th instant, and that he will not ‘be able to do so without

e dice to his health for the next two months, he being still weakly and unable even to sit down
pre, l;ut pain, the result of a large abscess, situated at the lower end of the sacrum.

satisfied myself

I acted

8 charge and of the reckless

Broadfoot has interested himself
rpose of blackening my character.

wi ;
¢« KALLUGUMALAIL £k (Slg'ned) G THOMA.S, Surgeon,

« §ANKARANINARKOVIL TALUK, Zillah Surgeon, Tinnevelly.”
«7th April 1882.

—

CerriricaTe No. 2.

«This is to certify that I have examined this day Raja Jagavira Rama Kumara Ettiappa

Naicker, Zemindar of Ettiapuram, and find that he is still in a weakly state of health and is
q g a .

e o
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suffering from nervous debility, the result of an abscess, followed by a fistula which has now
healed, but has left some induration about the parts. He still has pain, after any continued
exertion in the sitting or standing position.

“ I recommend that he be allowed (3) three months longer, in order to recruit his strength by
another change of air, if possible, and declare that such is necessary to complete his convalescence,
and before he will be able to undergo the fatigue of attending as a witness in a court of law.

“ ETTIAPURAM, “ (Signed) G. T. THOMAS, Surgeon,
“ Ist July 1882. Zillah Surgeon, Tinnevelly.”

27. The particulars are these: I had met the Zemindar in Palamcottah and in the district
previously to April 1882, the date of the first certificate. It is not disputed that in March 1882
he suffered from an abscess on the buttock, which a non-qualified private dresser did not or was
not allowed to cut. This burst, having attained a large size. The Zemindar was much pulled
down. He sent for me in April 1882; he was not then living in Ettiapuram, where he had a
large stock of European medicines and a few instruments. From what he told me about his
frequent passing of urine, that ants were attracted to it, and the like, I suspected diabetes. On
examining his urine in Palamcottah, 1 found sugar in abundance, specific gravity 1032. I have
several times since examined his urine, both in Palamcottah and at Ettiapuram. Sugar was then
always present in abundance, the specific gravity diminishing very slightly under treatment. On
one or two oceasions, I tested the specific gravity in the presence of the Zemindar to show him how
matters stood. :

28. During the year 1882-83, I treated nmot only the Zemindar with tonies, &ec., (Codeia

it Sas e G iron, aloes* in pills obtained from Bomba
I have some left,pearl-coated pills, and the prescription. Shd Englan d), blzl bl hiath Iﬂy el Behini tye
son, supplying malted cod-liver oil, &c. I also treated the wife of his agent, Ettia Pillai, several
times. On the 26th September 1882 I cut a whitlow on the right index finger of the Zemindar.
Thus the Zemindar was more or less under contintous treatment during 1882-83 until I left the
district (11th April 1883). I was paid up to the 31st March. Dr. Thornhill has since treated

the Zemindar for a sore-toe, for which and one visit to a relative of the Zemindar he has been
paid Rs. 300.

29. In a weak and unfair letter, addressed on the 3rd June 1884, to Mr. Garstin,t the
District Judge Mr. Hughesdon, having first
referred to rumours of intrigue; which, as bei
mere hearsay, I shall not notice, goes on to state, fwo years after the event, that he thought the
second certificate a very unsatisfactory document, and that he had had it seriously in contemplation
to move Grovernment to cause the certificate to be submitted for the opinion of the principal officers
of the Medical Department.

30. According to his own showing, Mr. Hughesdon neglected his duty. If he had enter-
tained any doubt as to the bona fides of the certificate, he should have summoned me before him,
when I should have been prepared, as I am now, to substantiate the opinion expressed in the
certificate on oath. Mr. Hughesdon was bound to have taken that course, not merely as an act
of justice to the defendant in the suit, but to afford me an opportunity of proving the baselessness
of the rumours he had heard, so far as I was concerned. It is, I submit, exceedingly improper
and unjust that a judge should, for two years, have harboured unfavorable Impressions against a

ublic officer, which it was his duty to have either verified or removed, and then, without affording

im any opportunity for explanation, brought them forward behind his back. Proceeding upon a
gratuitous and unwarrantable assumption based upon idle rumour, Mr. Hughesdon has not serupled
to launch a serious accusation in a manner caleulated to damage my reputation and prospects,

31. Mr. Hughesdon now says that, because he threatened to examine me in court, the
Zemindar withdrew his suit. I reply that I heard nothing of this threat, which appears to have
been orally delivered from the bench, .until Mr. Hughesdon’s letter to Mr. Garstin was bro ht
to my notice. As a fact, I knew nothing of the Zemindar’s private affairs or law suits beyond his
statement, that his presence was required in court. It then became my duty, at his request, to
pronounce whether he was in a fit state of health to attend court. T am prepared to depose on
oath that I honestly arrived at the opinion given in the certificat &, the second of which only is
regarded by Mr. Hughesdon as unsatisfactory. ; v

32. The Zemindar had an abscess, followed b{ a fistula; he had a whitlow and other symn-
toms of diabetes, and his urine contained sugar. I did not, and still do not, consider that 4 man
suffering from complications of diabefes, in"a nervous, debilitated state, should be subjected to
prolonged examination in court, day after day, away from his home. The J udge could have
over-ruled this opinion, but did not do so. : _

33. The Zemindar may, quite irrespective of his state of health, have
position entitled him to exemption from personal attendance in court. In fact, it appears he did
so from the Judge’s statements to Mr. Garstin. He may have obstinately carried his reluctance to
attend court as a witness, to the length of foregoing his suit rather than submit to an ordeal he

1 Cited at page 19 of his report.

considered his rank and
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. considered beneath his dignity. It doesnot at all follow that, if he entertained such objections,

my certificates must necessarily have been false. Two facts entirely dispose of the insinuation.

34. In the first I')laeq, the certificates were not as strong as the Zemindar’s actual cefidition
wamted, for they contained no refqrence to diabetes from which he was undoubtedly suffering.
It is perhaps to be regretted that I did not put this in the certificate. 1 omitted it by desire of
the Zemindar, as he did not wish his hostile relations to know he was suffering from diabetes.

"Illyi?hz%l;mc'la;: agent in his deposition * states:
A i Doy S ' ¢ The Zemindar was not told he w ffering
fr(ﬁm diabetes.” [This is a msta.ke,.or rather refers only tomy first exalrlgina(lzi(}nhoef ‘t‘ﬁf Z;‘mﬁ;”r
when, as I have stated, I suspected diabetes. I did not tell the Zemindar the nature of the disease,

until I had verified my suspicion by testing his urine.] Thea ds mi
Fat : : t o RS S
U Zanridar ¢ s enc Vel e he s nddking ngm dibetes 2 Althoclllglex ‘i““ﬁ‘;réf b ;25:}
the Zemindar or tested his urine 5 it {

Madura or Madras. for over two years, T should like the urine to be tested in

35. Secondly, the Zemindar did not cease to

. * Exhibit L, page 40, of Mr. Garstin's report.

L have my advice, or cease to pay me at a monthl
gf;z’tia;ug& ‘}Oggit?sgsdd(;ne,bhad he simply b_e.en giving me larg:a fees for cer}ziffczttes. As zﬂreamd};
it vl oleai’i &m}:hto receive payment as, his regular medical attendant up to
: SRy E a3, ng  the dls_tﬂ(’t, i.e., for siz months after the expiration of the three
months mentioned in the last (second) certificate, S : ;
36. The amount I received has be - T v
Rs. 1,500 in one sum paid in advance. gn variously stated. Mr. “Broadfoot boldly puts it ab
stated it to be Rs 1,175 for eleven months, and arranged journeys, &c., should know, and he has

and travelling expenses (including "Rs, 100 ﬁ)lrregeived Rs. 1,275 for twelve months’ attendance

July 1882 paid in Ettia hich the agent
:Eg‘;if)snttﬁ ](1)?‘7}3“(;‘;9’100]‘9‘1) Y Ezhfa agent corréetly states that the frst pzrt):rlrrx?:ﬁ,t “vm:mad: f;fe in
which shows t.ha.tI’ 31' ﬁfag y ttree months after the giving of the first certificate ; another fact
a% shbwirin the Zemifdag’ssgig;ﬂ{spm‘:&ar the certificates. The dates of the other payments,
Tiiadfook. ) P that I was not paid in advance as stated by Mr.

37. The enclosed letters (marked C and D

of foundation. Mr. Broadfoot had for'Hi oha) between Dr. Thornhill and myself show the sort

I loft; my-sucoessor Dr. Thornhill to attend therg'e that, having pocketed a large sum in advance,

) Zemindar for six months for nothin
3 Lo B A ! g-
o ai:i;nl :]n;ﬁa); ?ﬁtthmll:i th:tc before leaving the district I spoke to the agent about continuing
abott it gI $Hesotieg lefyt Il)l Oﬁpfior' t.[‘l_le agent said he could not promise this, but would see
hiblottes (D), he charged a;d recox:nhlll to make his own arrangement, and, as will be seen from
Tot itttk I loft, sogthat the Z‘:ll‘;}'idf::mwthe'bZemindu Rs. 800 for two ’visits paid within six
ment with m‘é,‘ a.n?.‘ther:a wa.s néthi;lg unllhuala.gn ‘t)l'lel,] zamlgsz?: I‘:ﬂsiﬁzr:eby the contract arrange-
Mr 39- gln :If)m:; | dlﬂ'n'salll?cesmily-long explanation to a cl :
hi:s jm;::t.n i)‘f) 'tleﬁJBuI :1;1 l;lggggldahfty it which he conducted an ex parte inquiry. It pervades
report that'there was no foundati for the Oglmon exXpressed in paragraphs 23 and 29 of the
wss' foul play in connection ‘:‘Vittl)iltiln fact for either of Mr. Broadfoot’s alleyations that there
judicious a11)°e ilr Gaelin’s ‘relilarie € Jir tlsl death, or that I was paid to cofeea.l it.' Equally
myself. Throughout Mr. Gafetin's Pon the monetary transactions between the Zemindar and
excaption ; his romark at tho end of paragraph 52, hon oS, CHTEON 0 which I deirs o take
for ll.Othll.lgé” : ThIfB shov%sllth.s.t the statements of Messrs. ﬁr;;(i‘}?)zthﬁg’fl[ g&]:e flhe IITSt ceﬁc&;ﬁ
Gl ml;h ¥y ﬁtazor‘;he gn pression which, T trust, my explanation willugersrse 8;1 diad F ¥
40. The result of Mr. Garstin’s inquiry 'and the spirit ; : e e
. . { 2T ke : g mt > . > .

g et i s e 10 i v i vt s

B8 W T P e 1 e bon Inquity, the natareof ‘which' is" e el ool
motive. © Mr. Broadfoot would have had & ch’ is as transparent as its evil

that (so hardened was my depravity) I b ado‘;ilmf; believe that corruption was my practice, *

diminished n proportion a8 the turpitnds of the caimes T " ding scale, the rates of which

that whereas my gonce for giving a falsé’ certificate to. sa ‘Was paid to commit increased. Thus, '

Rs. 1,500 cash d :
descensus Averni ! Mr. Broadfoot sséms! o fha
should have glve_n-'hls imagination full play. ‘He has fail B ara e )

as an accessory, 8nd that therein lies a moral. To make th Lt Cale aind vy feve

to have added that I was a notorious thug, it bengowell ki vﬂse"éb}hfjléte against me, he ought '

man in broad daylight was Rs 50, and thy <nown that my price for strangling a

t i :
for Rs. 5! my services could be secured to poison a patient’

41. Tt is rare, indeed, that the principles of hon

cither in their dealings with the people of the country gr il 1oy -, LY English gentlemen

few amongst us so evil-minded as to suspect éaOh?ﬁtfgrwgghc?::u;?&t:“- There are at least

guardian of the honor of public servants, Government, as the

 The agent! Ettia Pillai, who usually Paid-hgé Hughesdon names an annual allowance of Rs. 1,000.

ose, I desire to express my thanks to’

ve unduly checked his inventive powers. He

will not, T am persuaded, permit that honor to be

14tH Avcusr 1885, No. 1922, PusLic. ;
. i : lightly dssailed. Much less, T submit, will it tolerate atrocious charges to be made by one English

officer against another ypon 1o better foundation than the scandal, the malevolent tittle-tattle,
with which little minds, having no better occupation, beguile the irksome monotony of existence
in the mofussil.

42, Did 1, for one moment, believe that Mr. Broadfoot had been influenced by earnest regard
for purity of administration and,the public interests ; that he had simply been carried away by
zeal; I should not add another word to this explanation. - Unfortunately, the nature of my
private relations with Mr. Broadfoot precludes me from entertaining any other conviction than

that the foul charges he has preferred against me were the outeome of diabolical malice.

43. Tn these circumstances, I feel justified in demanding,, as I do, a full inquiry on the
ground that Mr. Broadfoot’s charges against me were malicious and dishonest, having been made
without sufficient evidence or investigation. I make this application in the belief that the
inquiry I ask will elicit facts sufficient to induce Government to sanction the prosecution of my
accuser for defamation.

RS

A.

No. 1. TINNEVELLY,

From the District Magistrate. 95th December 1883.

My prar THoMAS, v : B forel s b Rl 2
_ Let me have your opinion on this. T don’t see how it is possible for you or anybody to ge®
4 0 Nangunéri to-day. - 5

| /

P :
: "./ —
L

: Yours sincerely, ,
ok : _ £ : . (Signed)  A. J. B. ATKINSON.
P.S.——Plez;sé‘paés this paper on to Agar.—A: A’ '

—_—

g e FiE ‘ . 25th December 1883,
" From A. P. AGAR; Esq., Superintendent of Police.

My pEar THOMAS, ' ; ; | &

Is Iready received a report and asked Atkinson for instructions. . The Inspector Mitits
at upﬁpli:;; :s t?lae Zauae of death. I'think, if there is suspicion, the body ought to have been sent,
whether they liked it or not; if not, the Sub-Magistrate after making thorough inquiry, should,
have ordered the disposal of the body. The Apothecary could tell if the man died from asphyxia,

: ted by Sub-Magistrate. . o] il - :

s ‘%:ieeis n};t much time for you to get out in 184 miles.

I return the papers. Syl

(Signed) A. P. AGAR.

B.
| , Lo o A No. 2. TINNEVELLY,
{ From the Digtrie’c‘,Mdgistmt& 25th December 1883.

My peAR THOMAS, e : ;
. Let me know if you think the jir's death suspicious. The people say that they are willing b
:‘ 3 av all your expenses if you go. : willin
it : Yours sincerely,

(Signed)  A.J. B. ATKINSON,

Mapras,
My pEAR THORNHILL, : | 5th July 1884,
Tt has been alleged by a..'p‘ez_‘son, for whom I entertain no respect, that after relieving me at
Palameottah, you were surprised’ to find yourself called on to attend the Ettiapuram ngmd 15
< for six months free of charge.

R O

RIS

Wy e
k_‘ﬂ M‘]tgv._-_;; L oo
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It seems to me to be due both to you and myself that I should endeavour to ascertain from

yourself whether there is any foundation for this statement.

I think it only fair to tell you that it is not improbable I may have to make use of your

answer.

Yours sincerely,

(Bigned) G. T. THOMAS.

D.
BeLLARY,
7th July 1884,

I received your letter of 5th instant, and hasten to reply to it. I am extremely sorry
that any hasty or careless expression of mine should have caused you annoyaunce by being
repeated to you. _ :

There 1s some foundation for the statement referred to, as I did hear, soon after my arrival
in Palamcottah, that you had been attending the Zemindar of Ettiapuram, and had arranged
for continuing to do so on the contract system, and had received a six months’ fee in advance,
and that I think only about half of the six months had elapsed. I do not now recollect from
whom I heard this report, but did not consider it on reliable authority, and accordingly dld not
give it credence, but thought there must have been some misunderstanding, and that you wished
to arrange a contract with the Zemindar, but did not succeed in doing so; this seemed probable,
as you had given me correspondence relative to an arrangement with the C. M. Society. .\Vhen |
heard the report, I don’t know what I said, but suppose L did express surprise at not having been
told of the matter by you. X "

I regret I did not, as I at first intened, write to you on the subject, as then most likely this
anno%'ance would not have ocourred. :

heard the Zemindar had been suffering for several weeks with a sore-toe, and that

he was recommended to consult me about it, but declined ; however, he afterwards consented
to call me in to see him, should I be on my way to inspect the dispensary at Na&algl)mm.
I accordingly arranged to inspect that dispensary some week or so after, and on 3()th.b9p1tlem’l.)er
1883 saw the Zemindar for the first time and prescribed for him. On the 13th of the fo Ifm }1lngl
month, his pléader and agent (Appasawmy Pillai) called on me and showed a te}eor.am Ie ‘ mt
received from the Zemindar asking me to go out by first train to see a cous}:gl o‘ is. : wen
by next day’s mail and saw the Zemindar for the second and last time, nn}(]i S"b?tusil{l Wl‘&)‘;(as
dying, I applied for and obtained, a few days before I left, as fees for t (E‘e \}t«lds bs.’th' ar
the first and Rs. 200 for the second, so that you will Sse,f.I dfld axttl?{ln(} the Zemindar within (6)
six months after my arrival in the district and got a good 1ee from tum. Y :

I do not knovg’ to whom you refer in youf Jetter, but would like to Lnf“l’l’ ﬂlllpweveri)llf = 01(;
will show him this letter, I think he will “express regret for 1.1:‘}‘]’.1“3 causel A
annoyance to you ; for my share in which, I hope you will accept this my apology.

I hope you will like your duties in Madras.

* *

My prar THoMmas,

* . *
Belieyé me to remain,
Yours sincerely,

" (Signed) ~ W. H. THORNHILL.

OorAcaMUND,
To Dr. G. T. THOMAS 16th April 1885.
o Dr. G. T. :

DEeAr Six, G 1, dated 31st March last (without
| fe BTt SatgadlicEig Qater o5y Daneh et (withou
In Pmﬁ‘f:hph l1411;;)(157 ‘);glélérlethgr consideration of the Government, you write that you will
mumber), which &m0t i it had o Snistr motive for damaic o xeptiion
gl h(()):rever does not contain any explanation of this matter, and I am to call your
y&; tliztxtei,o o mission, and to request you to supply the promised information with as little
a e

delz?.y chsw i I remain, &e.,

(Signed) E. F. WEBSTER,
Chicf Secretary.

e
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From Surgeon G. T. THOMAS, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 23rd April 1885, No. 2.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, the
object of which is, I assume, to ascertain whether, in the event of a prosecution
being sanctioned, I am prepared to prove the malice necessary to dispose of the
plea of privilege.

2. On this point I desire to submit:

That the bringer of grave false charges is bound to accept the responsibility
of proving they were made for the public good and not maliciously.

That even on the assumption that none of the charges preferred against me by
Mr. Broadfoot were invented or exaggerated by him, it is not for the good of the
public or the service that one European officer should, in an official report, retail
the tittle-tattle and malevolent scandal of a mofussil station in the shape of the
glravest charges against a brother officer without having previously verified such
charges.

Malice will be presumed, unless it can be shown that such charges Were not
made recklessly or without due care having been taken to ascertain whether or not
they were well founded.

3. Whether the charges in question were made honestly in the interest of truth
and justice for the public good, or maliciously from some sinister motive, in great
measure, depends, therefore, upon the care shown to have been exercised or omitted
in verifying the charges before they were brought. As to this, there is strong
evidence against Mr. Broadfoot: '

4. The Néngunéri jir's case. It is clear from the evidence elicited by
Mr. Garstin that if the truth had been sought by Mr. Broadfoot in what he must
have known to be the right and proper direction, he could not honestly have come
to the conclusions he did. When, therefore, he professes to have been convinced,
by inquiry, not only that the jir was murdered, but that I was bribed to conceal
the murder, the strong presumption is that he did not seek for reliable evidence,
but simply availed himself of hearsay and rumour,—an inference which is strength-
ened by the fact that he has not ventured to adduce the evidence on which he
professes to have relied. Primd facie his charges were false, reckless, and made
without due care having been taken to ascertain the truth. It rests with Mr.
Broadfoot to establish the contrary. :

5. The Ettiapuram Zemindar’s case. - Fimst charge. That I gave the Zemin-

. dar a certificate to enable him to avoid appearance in Court in consideration of a

payment of Rs. 1,500.

Honest inquiry would have revealed the real facts as they have been stated b
me. It rests, I submit, with Mr. Broadfoot to prove that he had sufficiently reliable
evidence to warrant him in bringing this charge.

6. Second charge. This, in effect, was that I had swindled 2. Thornhill.

The very slightest inquiry would have shown that the information upon which
Mr. Broadfoot professes to have relied was without foundation. Why did not
Mr. Broadfoot go to the fountain head for his facts, if he desired to find out the
truth ? He has stated, as a fact, that Dr. Thornhill was surprised to find himself
called upon to attend the Zemindar for nothing.” Dr. Thornhill’s letter shows he
had no grievance against me, that he was not called upon to attend the Zemindar-
for nothing, but that for two attendances upon the Zemindar he received the fees
of Rs. 100 and Rs. 200 respectively.

1t is impossible to believe that the charge was the result of dond Jide inquiry.

7. The enormity of the charges must have made any honest man pause and
take every possible precaution to test their truth before launching them, more
especially when brought against a personal and private enemy. The absence of
such precaution on the part of Mr. Broadfoot shows that his intention was to injure
me by bringing without proper investigation the foulest charges. He may have:
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counted upon Impunity either upon the probability that his letter would never see
light, or that he would be shielded by  privilege ”.
In the one case his letter was a stab in the dark ; in the other, his ignorance of

. - - ? - » . -
the law ought certainly not, I submit, to excuse his evident evil intention.

8. The presumption of malice arising from the absence of due care and inquiry
becomes irresistible when coupled with other considerations, Mr, Broadfoot's
personal relations with myself were of the most unfriendly nature. So far back as
the 1st April 1882, he, in the mess-house of the 26t Regiment, singled me out for
a most urlprovoked assault,—a fact I am prepared to prove by tl,le ext?iden('e of three
of the oﬂlcerg Who_Were present at the time. Subsequontly from circamstances I
need not particularise, I came to the conelusion that My, Br(,)adf()ot.’s acquaintance
was undesirable, that he was, in f.act, a social nuisance, and short of actuglly forbid-
ding him my house, from my attitude towards him, he must have been aware that
his presence was unwelcome.

admittedly he knew nothing of them except from hearsay, he, in his second letter,
devotes himself mainly to the recitg] of false charges against myself.

10. The first letter was but the Screen or cover for this attack.
further apparent from the fact that my dealings with the Zemindar of Ettiapuram
mn no way fell under his cognizance oy Jurisdiction, and had, moreover, occurred two
years previously, when t}Tley had been'in no way noticed either by the Collector or
Judge of the district. Why did he hold this charge in reserve ? Again, with refer-
leince 'cot 11]:2;3 f?f]iie charge S)tf 8W‘m{)1111ngf Drl:I Thornhi]l, Mr. Broadfoot ’must have

nown t omcer was quite capable of takin care of his i eraat S8 T

any private grievance against me. S RO oedate it e Bad

His malice is

The matter was a private one, and in no way connected with My. Broadfoot’s

duties as a public officer.  His reference to it could
ol : not hay b e ¥ y
but a sinister motive. © been actuated by any

these establish a primd facie case against Mr. Broadfoot of hav: :
maliciously brought a series of false charges against me. TSRk enly, and

. —_—

DEAR FURNELL, 9‘?;(}'1}25011;‘81‘102
I am directed to forward to you the enclosed * papers relating tq certa.in
charges which were made Dao'ainét Dr.
Thomas when in Tinnevel]hy.- L am
to ask you to consider carefully the

: ! transactions  which rassed ,
Dr. Thomas and the Ettiapuram Zemindar, and to express \'ourl sed  between

propriety of Dr. Thomas’s conduct regarding the fees taken b
Zemindar, in consideration of the grant of certificates, under ¢
Zemindar was enabled to avoid attendance at the District Court upon two se i
oceasions. The Government consider the question one eminently l'equﬁiﬁuptb’})e
carefully looked into and reported upon. S

Please return the enclosed papers with your reply,

* Mr. Garstin’s report.
Dr. Thomas’s two letters.
Dr. Cornish’s letter.

Yours sincerel Y5

(Signed) E.F. WEBSTER,
Chief Secretary.

son-General M. C. Furnell, s.n., 7.x o,
od o i withe Nos. 1423 and 1715 and enclosure,

and eopy of G.O., 21st June 1884, No. 1363, Publio,
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From M. C. FURNELL, Esq, M.D., r.Rr.cS8., Surgeon-General with the
Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Coonoor, 15th June 1885, No. 0-95.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of certain papers marginally

noted and herewith returned.
Dr. Thomas’s two letters. 2. Iam asked my opinion of two
Dr-Cornish’s lettar: transactions of Surgeon (. T. Thomas :
(«) Regarding the death of Néngunéri jir and his visit to the corpse ;
() The Ettiapuram Zemindar’s case. : . »

3. As regards the first case, Mr. Thomas owns Eo h‘avmg received 400 rupees

for (as he writes in his letter dated March 31st, 1889,) ‘ my professional services

Mr. Garstin’s report.

in connection with the case.” ] ; e :
4. T applied to Mr. Thomas, since recellp‘t of your communication, to e;plam
what was the nature of the ¢ profes-
sional services ” rendered, and his reply*
is herewith attached. ;

5. 1 fail to see that the services rendered can be called “ professional ”. M.
et i Thoma.§' after, apparently, some agree-
+ Deposition No. 17, Mr. G’rarstvm fn xpsgxt)lae ment with the Brahmins who interviewed
“On our way to the1 dECt?iei d“ebeen to the 1im,T and without being  ordered or
more of our party who had a h h'y o even requested by magisterial authority
doctor and settled matters with him. to do so, rode and drove some 18 miles
pse of the Ndngunéri jir lay ; and there, without performing
to a teml)le‘?;'l;fr:xt;ﬁi?;g;z:)fand Onlyéafter g, very cursory examinatio{y declared -
that it ngsm :(jbable that the cause of death was ¢ apol)lexy, A due to fatty degene-
I ¢ nm}')ebral arteries, and that the heart would be fatty.
gy Wi here stated that Mr. Thomas had ever attended the jir professionally
: 6. It, lslliljg“fv':]?(l}e o; was even personally acquait}ted_ with him. Under these
during his 1 e'.; S impossible, from simply viewing a body, to state “ pro-
mrcgmstan?,c b’llt he ccllied of “apoplexy due to fatty degeneration of cerebral
feSSI(]naHY_ i the heart would be fatty.” The man might have been poisoned
arteries, and that ehree i oy st ways. The opinion ¢ professionally ”

or done fo death in ¢ No certificate was called for or given.

: hing.
it 4 gorlt:l ne(:;nls {t:ro me clear that Surgeon Thomas took 400 rupees, not for any
. It see

. » gervice, but for services rendered to the Brahmins after some
«« professional ” service, bul fore leaving his station, Palamcottah d
t made with them before leaving his station, : ah, an
o doing was unbecoming a commissioned medical officer of
(=]

* No. 3, dated 23rd May 1885.

any post-

rivate agreemen
Eis conduct 1m 8

Nty G the Ettiapuram Zemindar's case, I am “to consider carefully the
8. As to,] L (131 aéseg between Dr. Thomas and the Ettiapuram Zemmdgxr, and
EpsanbonsEv e Py to the propriety of Dr. Thomas’s conduct regarding the

to r epl(il‘t _-%;ouﬁu(l)lp l?l-lgrl; i;e Zemindar in consideration of the grant of certificates,
fees taken by

d ¢ which the Zemindar was enabled to avoid attendance at the District
under cover o |

separate occasions.” st :
Court uPTO}? th) fgiloubt Mr. Thomas took fees from the Ettiapuram Zemindar ;
9. There is

¥ggs ives the correct sum, higher than that stated by the
he himself admits 1t andarggf:;)h l35 of +his. latter of March 31st, Mr. Thomas

Zemindal“"s IAgenit;,edhhsp 1,275 for twelve months’ attendance and travelling
writes : _rece -

»
AR int turns uponthis, was Mr. Tho
g : to me the poin ns. up ) homas
ofr i ltd‘iz(:;lgttzflaﬁgnt(:)f the Ettiapuram Zemindar when he gave him the
bond fide the meg ; T it paragraph 25 ): ““The simple answer to the charge.ls,
first certificate © 116 $ay r one of those common yearly arrangements which

that T had with the Zeminda - are in the habit of making with thei
i Juropeans g e

well-to-do natives as well a8 Ko

medical attendants,’.whereby

“&e., for a fixed sum”.

the latter agree to give all wecessary attendance,
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11. The arrangement is unquestionably a common one, and well understood
throughout India, and if Mr. Thomas were at the time he gave the first certificate,
viz., April 7th, 1882, the Zemindar’s ordinary and bond fide 1}1(*(1}0211 attendant, the
granting of a certificate would fall within his ordinary professional duties, and I
think no exception could be taken to it.

12. But was he at that time Ettiapuram’s medical attendant? Qr did th?
granting of the certificate commence his professional relations with the Zemindar ?
And was his retainer a payment for the certificate? THere is not much (:vydence
on this point in the papers before me; but at paragraph 36 of Mr. Thomas’s letter,
dated March 31st, we read: ““ The agent correctly states fhat the first payment
was made in the month of June or nearly three months after the giving of the first
certificate, another fact which shows that I was not especially paid for the
certificate.”

13. On the contrary, it seems to show that the first professional trausactign
Surgeon Thomas had with the Zemindar was the granting a certificate in April,
just three months before the first payment (so stated by Mr. Thomas and .th'c
maintenance Agent, Appendix L, in Mr. Garstin’s report), and oddly enough 1t is
suspiciously near the time when the second certificate came to be wanted, viz., July
1st.

14. The Zemindar himself, however, states (marked F in Mr. Garstin’s report),
that he paid Mr. Thomas ‘“a fee for coming, and #ken entered into an arrangement
with him to attend me for six months for a monthly salary.” Moreover, in his
report, paragraph 32, Mr. Garstin says: ¢“I asked the Zemindar whether he had
ever paid Dr. Thomas a fee. He said he had for Ais first visit, but did not remember
the amourit of it.”

15. The evidence, as I said above, is not very conclusive. My own opinion
18 that the granting of the certificate was the first professional service rendered, and
that the appointment as medical attendant was a sort of gratification therefor.

16. If this conjecture is correct, then the transaction is undoubtedly a very
suspicious and reprehensible one, for the least Government can expect from their
Civil Surgeons is, that they shall in no way lend themselves to impede the adminis-
tration of justice.

ENCLOSURE.

From Surgeon G. T. THOMAS, Indian Medical Department, to the Secretary to fh(;';g E:lrg;? ;lv
General with the Government of Madras, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 251 ¢
185, No. 3.

In reply to your memorandum, No. 2503, dated 18th instant, I have the honor to state that
the actual services rendered in the case were— .
(1) my examination of the body of the deceased ;. 14
(2) my medical opinion as to the cause of death given to the Tahsildar. } gl
2. It is not, however, I submit the actual medical services only that'sho?ql J(tie gglgzlt ;of“d;
but also the length of the journey, and the difficulties and inconveniences it entailed, '
in my letter to the Surgeon-General, dated 31st March 1885.

. D " 11
3. In this connection, I beg to refer to the case of a Muhammadan lmg.l-ozngli"f]?lf IS i’r‘aég;l“})'ff
Nangunéri taluk, in the Tinnevelly District, in which -the.latebbr'thﬂa%;;ig{ét Dbt %n this
the district, about the year 1877, was allowed a fee of Rs. 350 by the 7 service was rendered by
case, although the journey was performed and the fee pﬁgilno medical ser
Dr. Hastings, as he was refused access to the man in question. g Aot
4, I hfv; the honor to recapitulate briefly the reasons that actuated me in believing myself

entitled to a fee: SR S i }
; hsildar in his arzi to the Collector,

i ade at the suggestion of the Ta i lle
et the g B 1 R S
gﬂgﬁ?ﬁ%&iﬁiﬁﬂ?ir&&%ﬁ? ;revent future trouble, and hasten the disposal of the

body.

-
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(2) That the Police authoerities and the Magistrate, assisted by the Apothecary, were justified
by the evidence at hand, and by their knowledge of the case in not sending in t}
body, as would have been their duty if any suspicion of foul play had existed.

(3) That as a fact there was no ground for any such suspicion, and my own examination
of the body of an unhealthy old man led me to come to the conclusion that there
was 1o ‘necessity for an autopsy. If there had been such necessity, 1 should not
have hesitated to perform this under the ovders and responsibility of the Tahsildar.

5. The Collector, whom I had only known for five weeks, and by whose directions I was
}mun('l to be guid_e(}, did not order me to-go out or treat the case officially. On the contrary, he
;;e;;tllonted the difficulties in the way of my going out, and distinetly authorised me to u”ccept

ment.

1e

From Surgeon G. T. THOMAS, Indian Medical Department, to the Secretary
to the S}lrgeon-(}eneral with the Government of Madras, Fort St. George
dated Madras, 17th June 1885, No. 10. §"

I have the honor to inform you, as requested in
dated 15th June 1885, that I was not paid monthly but at irregular intervals at
a monthly rate, receiving a first payment of Rs. 375 in June 1882, for medical

attendance angl travelling expenses during that and the two preceding moniths. as
stated by the Zemindar’s agent to Mr. Garstin. - '

your memorandum No. 2998,

—

Endérsement on the above, dated 19th June 1885, No. 0-112.

% 3 . AN
Forwarded to the Chief Secretary for submission to Gover

; ; : nment, in connec-
tion with this office letter, No. 0-95, dated the 15th instant, ’

(Signed) M. C. FURNELL, Surgeon-General,
Surgeon-General with the Gout. of Madras.

From Surgeon G. T. THOMAS, Indian Medical Denart 4
: partment, to the Secret :

to the Surgeon-General Wlti] the Government of Madras, ’F ort St. giilircy '
dated Madras, 22nd July 1885, No. 16. e

On the 31st March last, I had the honor to address a lette
General seeking from the Government authoritative exone
charges brought against me by 'I.\Ir. R. D. Bruadfoot,
prosecute my accuser for defamation.

2. In letters dated respectively 16th April, 18th Ma
first from Government, the second and third from the
several inquiries have been addressed to me, in order to the further elucidation of
certain point whereon presumably I had not been sufficiently explicit

3. To these inquiries I duly replied, my last answer having been submitted
on- the 17th of June, and hence being now of more than a month’s standinge

2 . . . - -y . : v C"

" b | most respectfully insist upon the indejectibility of my claim to a speedy
settlement, in one way or another, of a matfer of such vital importance to me ;

5. If the Government eritertain the slightest suspicion of my conduct, let them
permit me to, have the question tried in the manner most likely to lead to g decisive
ssue, namely, by taking it into a Court of Law. 4 %

6. It is this justice and not an
request at their hands,

r to the Surgeon-
ration from certain
iy S »

C.8., with permission to

Y, and 15th June, the
. S
surgeon-General, three

y personal favor that I now have the honor to
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Endorsement on the above, dated 24th July 1885, No. 0-247
. Forwarded to the Chief Secretary
OrpeEr—dated 14th August 1885, No. 1922. Public.
. The Government are not prepared t
ings against Mr. Broadfoot as requested by Surgeon Thomas
r Y
(True Extract.)
7
To Surgeon G. T. Thomas.. Indian Medical Department.
To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras.
J
WV
A
re
uns
]
ar |
|
|
g | Ezd F. R. Bantleman,

for submission to Government.

(Signed) M.‘ C. FURNELL, Surgeon-General,
Surgeon-General with the Govt. of Madras.

o sanction the institution of legal proceed-

E. F. WEBSTER,
Cluef Secretary.
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