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L

them as matter in aggravation of the offence of gross insubordination of which he has
been guilty.

28. Mr. Symonds will accordingly be removed from his present appointment and
will be suspended for six months tfrom the date of this order. If on the expiry of
that period he has come to a proper sense of his misconduct, s a matter of grace and
favor and to obviate the total loss of his pension, the question of re-employing him
in some closely supervised position in another dep_artmegnt of the public service will be
considered by His Excellency the Governor in Council, but 1D no case will he be
re-employed in the jail department for which he has shown himself wholly unfit.
Nothing but an anxious desire not to press too heavily upon an ofﬁccr. who has on
several occasions behaved creditably, written more than one paper which shows g
studious turn, and whose recent conduct Government would like to regard as proceedin g
less from a deliberate purpose to defy their authority than from a distempered intelli.
gence, resulting whether from long unbroken residence in India, from the fal] to
which he alludes in his last letter, or from some other cause, induces His Excellency
the Governor in Council to abstain from ordering his dismissal from the public service,

(True Extract.)
W. WILSON,
Acting Chief Secretary,
J. D. R.
20-2-86.

-k



CR -
-

CONFIDENTIAL.

MEMORANDUM.

Mr. W. A. Symonds in 1861, at the age of 19, was appointed Probationary
Assistant Director, Revenue Settlement, and continued to serve in that Depart-
ment till 1871, when he was appointed Acting Superintendent of the Central Jail,
Trichinopoly. :

2, In 1872, he incurred the censure of Government under the following
circumstances :— .

3. The district Magistrate of Trichinopoly (Mr. Whiteside) heard that Mr.
Svmonds had stated that the Prince of Wales was dead, and wrote thereon to
Mr. Symonds saying he had proved the falsity of the statement, pointing out its
impropriety and ‘asking him whether he had, in fact, made it. Mr. Whiteside gave
the name of the person who had given Mr. Symonds as his authority for the false

_yumour of His Royal Highness’ death.

4. Mr. Symonds replied that he had made the statement, as represented ; that
a lady was his authority, and he took exception to Mr. Whiteside’s characterising
it as a Talse statement. Mr. Whiteside replied that it was a false statement, though
he gave Mr. Symonds credit for having made it, believing it to be true, and he
declined to withdraw the expression. Thereon Mr. Symonds addressed the Chief
Secretary to Government complaining of Mr. Whiteside’s behaviour, but the Chief
Secretary (Mr. Ellis) returned the papers saying that they were of a private
nature, and did not call for the interference or notice of Government. Mr. Symonds
then addresspd the Governor (Lord Napier). His Excellency entertained the
complaint, and Mr. Symonds was told demi-officially that the Government disap-
proved the tone of Mr. Whiteside’s correspondence. A similar intimation was
conveyed in a similar manner to Mr. Whiteside, who replied that Mr. Symonds
had, on account of some trifling disagreement, expressed Eis intention of making
Trichinopoly hot for him, and had opposed his action as President of the Munici-
pality in every possible way, and had, in conjunction with a third person, not in
the service og Government, concocted and published abusive articles against him
in the newspapers concerning his official acts.

5. The Government perused three such articles, asked Mr. Symonds if he
~ had been concerned in their preparation or publication, and called on him to state
whether he had ever written in the Trichinopoly or Madras newspapers respectin

the institutions or interests of the former station, and whether he had communica
to any person the correspondence he had with the Inspector-General of Jails on

6. Mr. Symonds, in reply, admitted that he had been more or less a party to

“,};ﬁe of the subjects referred to in one of the said articles.

: _r_;""’" he writing, though not to the publication, of two of the three articles perused by

Government ; that he had shown the correspondence referred to, to more than
one person; that he had only written once to the news(f)apers concerning the
.nterests or institutions of Trichinopoly ; and that he had yet to learn that the

Government absolutely interdicted newspaper writing on the part of their
subordinates. .
7. The Chief Secretary was thereon ordered to inform Mr. Symonds demi-

* 20th March 1872. officially* :

« That taking the most lenient view of his conduct in the manner described in his letter, he
had been guilty 0? grave indiscretion in connection with the attacks made in the newspapers on
the Collector and Magistrate, Mr ‘Whiteside.”
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ks were described as very anwarranfable, some of them, and Mr, 3 f;%
Lo gttac S formed that the Government could not doubt that he had commu- ‘s‘\h
SV S was ! or : ‘ S 6 e A rticle . - . ‘(‘\7‘
Sy f&?l directly or indirectly to the newspaper another and more recent article | Mr. Symonds acknowledged his error, and made good the money. il \‘\3 ‘
nic J s ! . m . . . e
aoainst Mr. Whiteside. | * G.0., 28th July 1876, No. 1548. I'ennant took a lenient view of Mr. L‘t& i
B e S AT By T8 oncludes with these words : 5{ ‘ y Symonds’s conduct, and the order* of % 9
8. The Chiet Seeretary’s T GORL : : S v Government on the matter ran m these terms :
. oted to inform you that you have laid yourself open to very severe censure, and i '
d T (hrec-tt,‘,)f :our being guilty of similar conduct on any futare occasion, you will be at “ Mr. Symonds’s neglect of ordinary precautions and standing rules has not only caused ‘
that, in the evfe? X cintment. . pectniary loss to himself, but, by placing temptation in the way of a subordinate, lias ruined a ¥
ik re'gﬁwﬁl 101“111‘9-m '111 '}w consider the tone of the conclusion of your 1“'*‘5"‘?1,1"“'31' to be \'el"\y man who ¢ had hitherto borne an excellent character.’ v
; “The rovern Blsg B TR - ieatble for any public officer to make c v : : g :
! ohjpctionuhlo- and I am to inform you that it is not P(b 1111011;;&1'(3:0\1“ tll:}wll:(\m)\ lhi:) nﬁ'ul-iui)\‘lllll tl'u:; «9 The Governor lll'COllIlC‘-ll trusts that the very serious rgsults t_hat tave hillevod e
: himself 8 parf\' to attacks in the newipupers ont O'tllll(\tfu llztl :he 'Lftaxl-k% v bt Tl e (fmrcgfss fw;mt of {uhms;dfemtt}llon amd(l hremfcl} ()fbruéz(s)vxe\gllllrnz)ﬁtfl; ’sufﬁment wirning to Mr. Symonds .
Fa Rl onts o present Mstance ey ) : 2% 3 futur , Tuy ondemnation .
/ may brin iy }onmlct‘_ hllnt(‘); t%;:'e;tﬁvinl vicit()r; of the Jail under your superintendence ; or the Tutuze pleRgRa sonien e ¥ 5
. e S i E 8 0 P ) O X A & » ~ . . ¥
/ Magistrate o s (hSt,l-‘lft;‘:;il?ll“f ')-ﬂm- having, it 18 believed, discharged your .dutws n the J :u’l’ 15. Nothing further agamst Mr. Symonds appears on the records of Grovern-
/ @d 1tk1 Sﬁu.l':‘.éﬁ t(i:?:l&fe ‘(}ovefnm(;ut reﬁ‘uinofrom removing you from your acting appomntment. ment till 1882, in the eourse of which year an experiment was made in the Madras
] remarkably ; % = Penitentiary, of which Mr. Symonds had been appointed Superintendent in 1877, \4
* %

and in other Central Jails, in the use of Chubb’s padlocks for fastening wards,
« cells, &e.

16. The Inspector-General of Jails had given orders that the keys of these Ve
%adlucks were on no pretence to be delivered to any prisoner. In the Madras

* - *
9. Mr. Symonds thereon wrote, gratefully ackn()w{edgn}g _ﬂl(l‘._ ﬁl‘x(lu]%f:cemﬁ
A e LTI : 7  offend again in hike matter, anc

nme ;suring at he would never offend ag I er,
the Government, SEUTECE e cated would spur him to do his very

c that the leniency with which he had been treated W¢ 1 Py
best to discharge his duties zealously and conscientiously.
10. Three years later, however, the Government had occasion to express * their
3 ¥ . - p . v S
EIAD g dissatisfaction that Mr. Symonds did not
’G’ 0 ')gth Jlll\' 11\,73 NU. 1()81 . @ / 1o

s B more cordially co-operate with the
Medical Officer when he communicated to him his suspicions that the supply of

1 : : 8 M 1 r rey - » »
food to the- convicts In the Central Jail, Trichinopoly, was not issued in proper
quantities. In this connection, however, it must not be forgotten t].m.t the Inspector-
(General did not consider the ontbreak which gave rise to the nquiry into the food-
supplies to have been caused by any maladministration of Mr. Symonds, and that
that officer’s action on the occasion of the outbreak was uppr«m-d by Government.
[See pamg:ruph 37 of this Note .
g A ) e . dalice . . - g ~
11. Again in 18751 the 1nspectnr-(xcncm\ of Police brought to the notice of
3 Government that two convicts—despe-
t G.0., 16th August 1375, No- 1798. radoes—had improperly leen sent by

the Jail authorities from Trichinopoly to Madura without leg-irons, with the n:sult
that they attempted to escape, and that one of them was ;‘{nt \;y a constable of the
Police g.uard, who was p\uccd on his trial urumna\l)" for t 1(:“ -“ 1 :
' 2 P 1 Tennant,} called on for a report
9. The Inspector- yeneral of Jails Colonel 1! " :
12. The Tnspector-G '’ on this eircumstance, called, in turn, on
+ G.0., 16th August 1875, No. 1798. the Trichinopoly Jail Superintendent,

f : gt - officer enc eavoured to justify his
Mr. Symonds, for an explanation, whereon that offi ) y s

s oY > - f fetters some atte 1 for-

‘COlldll(ft, and, in pI‘U()t ﬂ\&t 110 h'dd r-,“' en thL use i)t f tte = th : t‘t }ltl;)ll, for
1 1 @ papers e S o

warded an &I‘chle he ‘Ilﬂ.d written some fime ago to th p‘l}) s ubject.

i st L _Symonds’s action ¢
13. The Iuspector-(}eneral of Jails objecte d to Mr. Symondss action and to his

enitentiary, however, convi ts were, W.ithout_the knowledge of the Superintendent,
set to work by the keeper to make duplicates in lieu of worn specimens of the keys. )
The Inspector-General of Jails censured Mr. Symonds for this occurrence and for ‘
his omission to report it ; whereon that officer endeavoured to justify his conduct

and wrote two letters in which “he described the experiment as a dangerous and
expensive failure, which might have been avoided had the Inspector-General
consulted the executive officers of the department before committing the State
to the expenditure involved in introducing a system wholly unsuited to the §
circumstances of Indian prisons. He declined to accept Colonel Tennant’s judg- k
ment in the matter, accused that officer of overlooking his merits, and desire(f that 5‘

the question might be laid before Goovernment.

17. The Inspector-General accordingly represented the circumstances, and
showed that Mr. Symonds’s sweeping denunciations and his style of correspond-
ence were alike unjustifiable.

+G.0., 8th September 1882, No. 1252. . 18. The order{ of Government on
this matter is quoted below :~-

_ “Inthe Inspector-(}eneml’s correspondence with the Superintendent regarding the Peniten-
tiary keys, ﬂls Excellency the Governor in Council can see nothing inappropriate, and certainly
nothing which can be regarded as the slightest provocation to the Superintendent, whose letters of
the 9th and 16th August are, in the highest degree, insubordinate and disrespectful. Such conduct
cannot be tolerated, and any repetition of it will subject Mr. Symonds to very serious consequences

in the interests of official discipline in an important department.” ‘

19. Later in the same year, 1882, the Inspector-General of Jails reported |
that Messrs. Cline and Howard (the former an officer of the Accounts Department,
who” was subsequently compulsorily retired, and the latter an ex-convict well
known in Madras) had been allowed to haye interviews with Lingam Lakshmaji,

S s omANions € +ial subjects in the newspapers. et : , . TR

ventilating his opinions on official subj The Government thereon passed !(1} o(i:)g‘:llc't[‘ undergoing a long sel}ten(:'e for f?rgery in 'the Ma(.lms Penitentiary.
5 O L Septeenbes 1878 No. 2035, 1} following § e ‘ (- olone til}nzmt _reported that Mr. S.ymm}dss (:onfluct in permitting these inter-
e i o the B . views was highly imprudent and certainly unauthorised. -

R
4 e mnerally understood) to requirels
: y balice (and this ghould be generally eq

e noh d‘é‘ﬂ;t Oll{nt tzlt:;: eii())lll‘::h(:{ll be fettered in any case, where they deem a'd(htumal'i
that prisoners handed over o their e pecial duty of the Superintendent

: it was the 8
eoguti <t escape to be necessary ; but here 1t Was b7 R < ¢ - N Plorahditid ; ;

);e;gztlf :ila%gml:itwe 1*};-11‘0' oned two * d}e;bemte and I“’“"“rtul dacoits” ~ His not doing"so has “The Governor in Council entirely approves the Inspector-General’s decision, directing the
o

1 h of one of the prisoners and to ‘ aperintendent of Pri Mads ; S olf et : ( 1

: v : X t escape, leading 10 the deat e e , ipe : LFrisons, as, to guide himself strictly by the Jail Rules in ccordin
resuke"'.ilmfaof;l:e f)’idaﬁan%’gltit;emg; aa f;:%ﬁ cgzrge.g For this neglect Mr. Symonds is hereby : prisoners an interview with their friends or legal advisers. Theypmsent case ceﬁtainlyadoes ncﬁ
tslefertx consured. . of an old date ; but the Gov ' e st ob lﬁeagg i, ey ,x:mh T faka i ot of the genars gt
, A 4w v h"hha,sbeeﬂs"“t“ is of an old date; ut the Govern- D . e Superintendent, first, owlng an o ce}'of tl}e Account Department to
“9 The.artule in the ne“{l‘apf‘r:l Wthmt ¥ ontributions from a Superintendent of & Jail visit a particular prisoner as his counsel ; and, secondly, in allowing this counsel to employ, as his
ment agree with the In51»§'citf§-\{€!11f‘ : 1(l hsucm be interdicted.” agent in the p‘msoner’s business, the ex-convict Howard, indicates a want of judgment so deplor-
are entirely opp.osed‘ to g<f<: : 1;6{11' uS\et an( :1 oul g Aoking Superinten Tkl the alf)l:’ lt)l}l:ﬁ il;ge(;avemment h&a.ve tclcl)qsulered thﬁeé’ 'w.kex:1 with some official correspondence, the tone
14 Again, in 1870 M. Symonds L iy by dho Jul Dit Contmeion b Vi ey e v s M ymocs byt cho Ml 5, L,

. C > WS, s S » ~ a . . e 3 A

Trichinopoly Jail, etbs 4 the, chgrg o of the Jailor, who embezzled the amount, leniency will be shown. The Inspector-General will remove Lingan’l Lakshmaji, the prisone; on
for over three mon whose behalf such special indulgence has been exhibited, to the Central Prison, Vellore. He will i

¢ G.0., 23rd December 1882, No. 2228. B Y NN s o
) following order } :—




citor in paying, on
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also transmit copy of the correspondence now submitted by him to the AccountantsGenerg] \‘ s ' The—@ommission,er of - Police gays* “ !
will bring Dr. Cline’s proceedings in this case to the notice of the Government of 1 d{‘ﬂ_m 2l \' L1 % ( )|
. - £ = ndia, in’ x . —*-Memeo,—¥;—dated—21st ) ; >
the Financial Department. o) 3 & pad g A A s /1 gtates—that-he-del
21. Subsequently, in 1885, the Inspector-General of Jails (Mr. Grimes) had g T i S ey - P s /
interview with His Excellency the Governor, from which it resulted that Hll; g 5 R |
Excellency thought it adns?ble to transfer Mr. Symonds from the Madras Peniten. — wnh a ; blleys pom U2 s
tiary to the charge of the Salem Central Jail. It appeared that Mr. Symonds left DTy /0.0 o ed, @ 1
too much to his subordinates, that his work suffered from his devotion to other g . JAe t
, pursuits, that he fell below the proper standard of zez‘ll and careful attention, <& . 3
s . Sgly o A 3 ¢ ter-of :'I;. + LllUlw‘(n e the 0C = am o
! Penitentiary was being made—that-there- = ) bl Erm | ‘
' ¥ condition-oi-that-Institution-en-his-inspection-in.Mareh-1885. LS N : A Hasrwton C ward free, :
/ The Inspector-Greneral of Police (Colonel Guthrie) has informed Glovernment % e C deard Y whlnhdﬂtlmately-h&hxmseliadam \E
41’;» *1D.0. letter N., dated 13th Janunary 1885 that on the occasion of his transfer e ——— Sac, & MW&Mt@i‘tﬁ‘M‘r‘* Arbre
! B e o e Mr. Symonds said publiely : ¢ 7 ol i \ <3 }ﬁi"sa'ys—that’”"M"' '
: “ What is the good of sending me to Salem. I ean always write to the newspapers.” 7 & bt T ot e S&—-k_nOWL_ﬂge ’,i
% ; w2 | WA wen adue /777 yela xisting. between-him and—his
e bo ¢ long ( AR e o Seb o /'“""?:- ‘up-country friend. Nothingmaterial to \
7O~ N . 7 gal o L et - 3 / AT 4 et a
ot TR ,, . fhe_ neenlq x , ¢ sy | 1oV | ~—this- inquiry-can-be |
o ¢ . s <y b 3 : ,"f,/,fa a< pax X . . :
922. This brings the record down to the et g b aepl, [have w 2z °,S . & ¢ | $Aailway conbeactor——discovered.concern-. |
present time, when the Inspector-Gene- [} usees 104 T ol 5 s #2 L 29 o mg._Mrngss.§,_, : ‘
T A : / " e natiblds . ' LA AL Ll cpdhe. LG AR eR 4
+ Cusrent No. 98, dated T8l OF J ails reports ’ PO ASp ey S . ; 3 v e 0 R 25., Mr. Goodrich'also forwarded to Mr.
9th, received 12thJanuary  Mr. Symonds - for i e g J givs TRACL o 5 AgPY (4 { Grimes five letters from conviet Howard
1886. : insubordination in fle achulid au WMy ;,/_ conlin walia o el P amns L AR bt load u,aa,a{&,f which had been found on the 18th De-
the circumstances set forth below :— o e iecothohors Bk s i [ 2 Ronela red® ULl cember, on a time-expired prisoner when
3. The Superintendent of the Madras |s¢V- ¢ : b Led ‘he was being searched on the completion
. 1 D.0N4), dated 12th Penitentiary, Mr. | Mot ow ot oty "’/,VL"«“»N o e s e i of lnfl term of imprisonment.
Db 1 Goodrich, _report- """ " */ " 1 "t olutiom s ot ol e R e s v redied
ed} to the Tmspector-General that the | Gowghli— e y AEL e P | three of them to certain residents in
convict Howard {or wperm1tt}ngLV}’hn(P)‘m; \ Mecrally to /A2 woles 7 /7.- - ‘f’ | -Madras, and the remaining two, one, to
when at liberty, to Wgit convict Lingam | 7/} ¢ O R sialasl- Ll AR ‘Mr. Symonds, and the other, to Mr.
Laksmaji, Mr. Symonds _had been cen- | » . o deesy’) * ; 4 7 i Piercy, late Assistant Accountant-
” b 3 =l sl S e ol ¥ - r > = =
§G.0., 23rd December sured§ by Govern- | il ke coyrnisanel 4 AEEEESEETLE e e Y General, Madras, who-is—understood- *a
9 ) 29 o > , P ( l ’ f 2 4 ‘ "
1952, No. 2228. ment), writing W I . hg: he-habit—of-writing—
to his solicitor had spoken fre uentllg L ™ s { 5 « The S'mtesman
of a friend up-country, who could u 1 B L Codn B , Colonel Guthrie’s {D.O., :
i Pd st f hi R ’ o W Sevdnceh 5 s o ed Bt Dedoy Newspaper and
and was bound to assist him, an A S e Gopliy No Vaabror Steloute A! ! fom T hadris E be ‘s ftricnd ‘of Ml
on being questioned, he stated that thig 4 o Lo (T ; ) s Z | : ¥ FEa el Svmonds|who hi V¥
friend was Mr. Symonds o Mo 12 Mee &S uvo & [ Jhe Jolleremet body il ' on A, Vonuayth fer T . ¥ 2 f
BE A ' _ SR A RN B oy g b : L PEETZ 9 & [ B : self is understood to have contributed
24. It was further r‘gported || that ¢on+ | o e e f lo e heoh?” i) 40l s i A ,Y{D o Csdsifed 4 it SR : at newspaper and to The Madias Mail |
viet Howard’s solix | ~0-0&~ | ‘ 2 e § bl Y A o BRIHY 2 1884-85, variopis artic -
| D. O. (B), dated 19th 24/"' e »

Qi S T the 19th December,

¢ the balance of the fine imposed by the
Presidency Magistrate on that individual,
in defaunlt of payment of which he was
undergoing imprisonment, had state
that Mr. Symonds had paid the amounti
The solicitor Mr. Ambrose, who was
engaged, it s
stated, 9] by A Mr.
] Symonds to under-
‘take the conduct of Howard’s affairs,
d wrote** to Howard
saying that his up-
country friend had
sent him Rs. 50 towards the payment of
his fine, and that he had received two
letters from him on the 17th and 18th
Décember.

¢ Memo. Y, dated 21st
Jan. 1886.

ws [otter D-I, dated 19th
Dee. 1885.
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Statesman, May R7th, 1884—The Governme
of Madras is said|to have fallen very low. I
tary Departmént put forward an jnsolven
ard turn-coat elergyman as the ostensible pur
chiaser of the Bombay Castle property at Ootaca-
nd, and paid hiny Rs. 250 for doinglits dirty!
work. Mr. Grant| Duf’s Government seems
iticapable of doin
d manner.
which it is held by the public.
§tates7nan, November 1st, *1885—
objections in The Madras Times to Hi
lency the Governor’s\tour to Simla, and pays the
N&z’a,drassees hardly sHow the respect due|to their
Governor. They not happy when he is




]

?;:,ogist ttI;]em, apd wben he leaves them 1,
ys, they disrespectfy] Inquiries il

tatesman, September ¢ 5
e T ’V : ember 29¢th, 1885—Refers to

Mz, _Gx_'ant D
and is indifferent to the claj

gether. States that the movement against him,

(viz., The ILea e) see

: ms to hav 17
(‘;).t‘l‘l ]t;le }[ad.!ﬂ : %a‘r, and thate tzle;lgmdz}tEd
3 he el'e]//z. will be pre o
Norton ; that thi i be poily M.

journal shoylq i
= ould be y
Immense benefit to the country, ag igrizdggilzs

Madras on] that{ hi .
y the execitive, '8h-handed Injustice is dope

%164, 1884—_ B, i
, 186 gs Lord R
1f of the Salem Prisoners 153:;
dings of the locg] officials in

lot upon our administrg.

@

] 8nd G 4 y
ammad To gOIm .arei LfIr. Grant Dyg to

the administratig urther asserts t
contempt ang g P> o yowad o
tatesman o6
co"espoﬂder;t igr/‘gi 22nd, 1884~The Madms
tion for perjury, on hmmments.on the convig
ghava Chari, of ;eve -Oe Prosecution of Vigigrg,
Witnesses in the Sg] n'l(l)LtI;e of the Government.
men ht the Any.”. “2d says that
wue Recember 1855 % € Andamans haye been
convicted on evidened not one wl}xt MOTE wee
worthy than that bf these witnesses. ’I‘h’e
natives are said to Helieve that Mr. Wigram’s
instruetions were to A0111]viet, but this view the
spondent does not share. A
corgsaﬁiman, July 2pd, 1885; Madras Mail,
Juie 26th—The Matran of the General Hospital,
Mrs. Anderson, is sail to have been accused
and condemned unheard. A Scotch Governor
ghould have revolted against the proposal
to stab a Scotch or any woman 1 the dark.
Madras Mail, date§ 10th August 188:')——
Mrs. Anderson said to|have been dismissed in a
contumelious manner, jand it is stated that her
successor is to be a me automsitonr.‘ ‘
Madras Mail, August\Sth, 1885—The Govern-
ment is said, under| the plea of legality,
to have pursued the lime of meanness in regard
to Mrs. Anderson’s dase, and that lady to
have been condemned|by the secret ipse dizit
expressed twenty months ago of an officer
laced in authority ovet her. The G.-overnment
has taken the right cdurse in placing at the
disposal of the Press somge of the correspondence
on this subjeet. ;

Madras Mail, July 1}, 1885—Contains two
letters on the Anderson case. In one of these
a correspondent states that he 18 convinced that
the law will give her justice.

Madras ~ Mail, Ju 2nd, 1885—Mrs.
Anderson is said to haye been very harshly
treated. Governmentis faid not to have shown
the smallest regard for her feelings, but to have
tried and condemned her nheard. :

Madras Mail, July 28¢h, 1885—An article
denies that Dr. Furnell was associated with the
diécover_v of Chloroform, ahd says that his claim

Sir James Simson, the neal discoverer.

Madras Mail, July 25th, 1885—~Herein
Mrs. Anderson is saif to have been badly
ent, which has not the
, to have been misled.
A testimonial will be got \ap, it is stated, for the
unfortunate lady.

28 In 1881 and 1882, Howard cou- V. I
R o ot o tributed various ar; s
ard, 4th, 5th, 7th, 10th, ticles and letters 3
11th, and 18th January to the ¢ Madras - & -
1882. 3 o Lo B \
Times,” giving his '
correspondence with Mr. Symonds about \! s
his batta or maintenance allowance. At

this time Howard complained of Mr. % ¢
Symonds for being harsh to him and not TR

increasing his rations as a civil debtor. \\
5 . . . !
50 29 Soon, however, after his conviction A

on a criminal charge in February 1882,
the relations between them underwent
a change, and in the Madras Times of .
March 15th, 1882, the editor publishes,

in an editorial entitled Bombastes Furioso,

a letter he received from Mr. Symonds )
signed with his name, upbraiding the ‘
editor with having basely deserted
Howard, his once valued contributor,
hinting that that individual, then a pri-
soner under his charge, would be righted
on appeal, and offering to contribute to
a “Civil Debtor Defence and Appeal
Fund,” ghould such a fund be adver-
tised in the paper. b= affcal L ucay b

q )t s {

30. The editor, hewewmer, said that o K
this letter was more damaging to Mr. :
Symonds than disagreeable to himself,
that he had washed his hands of Howard : |
as soon as he had been convicted on a '
criminal charge, that he had, in fact,
published all that Howard had said in
retractation of his former charges against
Mr. Symonds, and that he wished Mr.
Symonds’s relations with Howard would
bear as close a scrutiny as his own
would.

52 8L The editor concludes his article é/ 5 d{/f«:‘- 4
by Pubheh&ug—Mr-BymvndsZ&-leﬁm—q
) : ‘

“It may be inferred from it that he, as
Buperintendent of the Jail, held long conversa-
tions in prison with a prisoner, convicted of
crime, on such matters as he has written to us
about. It can be seen that he puts himself
forward as a would-be partizan of such a eon-
victed prisoner. He requires us to open a fund
on behalf of his protégé, and promises to con-

* tribute to it * * - =

We recommend altogether to the serious
consideration of the Chief Magistrate and the
Governor the levity, vanity, arrogance and
utter absence of dignity and judgment displayed

-
Leled
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dated 15th Jan. 1886,

8

by the Superintendent ,?f the Penitentiary in his

communications to us.” - 4

99, Mr. Symonds ha§ not been asked , A

U whether he wrote to Th¢ Statesman }(‘)r fl hg 0 Ih
Madras Mail, and no proof t‘hgxtl le id
so is on the record. Demi-official letters

from heuds‘( of
a

¢ Inspector-General _ of — dgpartments Wave,
}1’\:;1;9 < e wever, beexw re-

Surgeon-General, (U}, adiyed, which more
than justify Gov-
ernment in calling on Mr. Symonds .n(_)\lv,
as they did in 1871, tp state CXpllf_ﬁltl y
whether or not he waq directly or indi-
rectly concerned in wrifing or pubhghmg
any or all of the articlps referred to on
the margin, or in furnishing any inform-
ation on which they were or might have

been written.

38 It should be noted that co;wi}ct

D). TS L t‘le

yward was the chief promog.el.o
s so-called Vigilancet

§ See Appendix 1. League, that Piercy

s to have been a contributor to its

A om hone,”’ Whi,(:h;- 'hOWWQT,
organ ‘“ The Telep 3 +heverpublish-
—-Golonal-Gutlsie's D0> (ed,—apd—that—Mx.
le‘i"'fm fith-Des M 'Sv’mcmdsis sa}d‘t 40
LT S l'».bé,;./\',el;y—- )fnend}b'
with-Pierey-and with the regular Madras

QQI}LCS;JOIldent —of_The—Statesman; —one
Longeiaco. ey :

T ic d to
34 The letter from conviet Howar
- Mr. Symonds, fou.nd
Letter (E), dated 17th by Ir. G O()dl'l(:h
il on the person of a
time-expired eonviet, runs in the follow-
ing terms :—
“ Tp W. A. Symonds, Esq., Salem.

“ How could you expect a poor Vakeel, wh?
has not ‘received any fees, to advance _mone{ :
You talk about mental aberration, but 1t rea z'
seems as if you had taken leave of your semtlf -
or that the fine was Rs. 5,000 and the sure uge
15,000 each. 8o much fuss has bee}]l Iill i
about & matter which you might easily (fto
arranged in three days. Itis simply absmi ]
say you could not get Rs. 100 m a dozen p ace?
in Salem if you choosé. To say no}tlhlng gt
there being dozens of men elsewhere, who x_mgl .
accommodate you for the asking. It is simp hy
inhuman that I should have been .1ef1ie2szi3nltmz
in hellish torment, whllzt xr?}?:oze sin i o
little finger lX h;»lp T}f

411 now square fine, &e. 8 for the
sRuiet?:s l‘l‘al?e ?’ou ;'1((1) influence with Norton, the

* His Solicitor.

Bransons, or Grants.  Surely any one of them *

¢ he needful per se or vicariously,
?;O‘,ﬂd %ztleggzgtthzm instructions. There are
ii }:x‘lls of men who are beholden to you, and
w(:)vaﬂd have obeyed you and observed secrecy, if

-

LLe A

o

‘9

yow had given them your directions and guaran-
tee. Such men as Mr. Ross of Perambore, 8.
T. Krishnamachari, Appadurai Mudali, the
Jail Contractor, for whom I wrote the petition,
and Ambrose himself would have done it on
your guarantee. Now I only want u._e sureties
for two days as I am going to Bombay.
Directly I start, the sureties can withdraw.
I hope you are not thinking of leaving me to

ass Christmas in hell. Out of the 53 days I
lI;ave been hére; I have undergone 41 days of
punishment, 20 in close separate confinement
.and 21 on bread and water in solitary. All
illegal I know. Last week I was assaulted by
warders and 20 policemen, trying to illegally
‘taking my photograph, and now f am again in
solitary on bread and water, until I will consent
to have it taken., You yourself would not
have stood 100th mart of " the torture I have
endured, but I can, hold out no longer. I feel
a bitter burning sense of wrong at my most
cruel desertion. At times my blood boils, my
brain becomes on fire, and I feel as if I could
not preserve my mental balance. I will not
stand it any longer. Unless I hear you are
taking instant practical steps to set me free, I
shall, without further parley, be compelled to
enlighten Norton, the ]Brs. Thomas and Binny

and Co., to get relief, which they would nOT/

deny me. Do not drive me to this.
' (Inld.) 8. H.

Of the other four * intercepted letters,

those to Piercy and

Luxa and Mrs.

JFowler contain nothing that need be

+ Rttt (1) reproduced  here,

: but thatt addressed

‘to one Chamberlin ends with these
words :

“ Please give the bearer Rs. 2 for his trouble,
and post the letters he gives you to Symonds,
Piercy, Luxa and Mrs. Fowler. Keep contents
of letter to Symonds secret even from Ambrose.”

Nothing material to this inquiry"

2 and 1 are Attorneys, the can be g dlSQOY ered
latter has dabbled in Jail - concerning  Ross,
contracts; 3, Stationer. Appa dlll‘eil, KIS .

* Letters (F), (G), (H).

machari,’ Chamberlin,® Luxa and Mus.

Fowler.

-,=35. The Inspector-General,  on the

21st ¥ Decr., called

on Mr. Symonds
to state whether he had had any com-

munications with conviet Howard, direct
or indirect, during his incarceration ;
whether he had paid his fine or ‘any
portion of it; and whether he could
explain the allusions in the last part of
Howard’s letter read above.

36. On the 26th Mr. Symonds § replied
in the following
terms :—

“I, of course, recognise your right to ask
whether I have had any communication with

1 D. 0., Letter (J).

§ D. 0. letter (K).

i
&l
Y/
W
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tl_le prisoner Howard, direct or indirect, ¢ durifig
his incarceration,’ and I reply in the negative.
3. I, however, respectfully question your
right fo interrogate me on matters which ‘eon-
cern me solely as a private individual, and. as
I regard the other queries as being of this
nature, I object, on principle, to being called
upon to answer them, though quite ready to
explain any action in my official capacity.”

¥#-On receipt of this letter, Mr,

* D: 0. letter (L). Grlmes WeoRs
again on the 30th

December requesting Mr. Symonds to
reply at once, without further cavil o
the questions put, as they concerned ’bim
not solely as a private incZividual, but also
as a Government servant, at one time in
charge as Superintendent of the Peniten-
tiary, of a person now again a prisoner
therein (viz., Howard), who had defamed
the Government collectively and indivi.
dually, and who pretend)::d to be an
mtimate friend of Mr. Symonds and
appeared to have received ‘money from
him to help him to pay a magisterial fine,
38 In answer to this letter, M.

Symonds, onthe 7th

: J :
m the following terms ?ﬁlary, replied t

“Ibeg to assure you that nothing ;

from Iy intention than to adopt an fm;!rf);ztrhg:
nsubordinate tone. To ‘ respectfully question
the right’ you claim and exercise, is not of
lt?h:lf, humb}y submit, sufficient. 1’30 sustain a
:i Onge Ioff distine mmpropriety and insubordina-
o 5 _ym; will be gracious enough to point

y single exmon or several expressions

eonvieting me o offence, I will at once

gladly withdraw the same with an ample

apology ; but, unless you will <

Mindicate where the ‘ton):a’ of mybele{)tl:ﬁit;g
26th December 1885, is ¢ distinetly im’pmper
and insubordinate,” I, with the utmost respect
object to your recording what at any time may be

used against me, ini .
vt opid Your opinion that I have

“ Again, I, with due deference demur to-:
the charge of ‘ cavilling* as not stipported by
8 grave contention urged by me in no captious
spirit. I feel that T must not lose, but must
hold fast by, a ¢ rinciple ” precious alike to
employers and employed throughout the civilised
w.rorld; that, while my eyes look up to autho-
nt?:, my feet must stay themselves y here

‘ Further, I have always been led to
believe that it is one of the plainest Principles
of English law,—and indeed the custom betwrc)aon
emplpyex: and employé in any country with
constitutional Government,—that g g 93
pezson :hztill;ld be chargegl with & definite offence
and not ¢ imi X
e 'upoxlx to meriminate or exculpate

“I must add that you hold the stil
strange position of attributing to me {301:?1?1?;;
unbecoming a Government servant from infer-

T D. O. letter (M).

10
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ences drawn, not from any act or writing of
mine, but from the intercepted letter of a person
for whose actions I cannot be expected to answer
any more than to
explain * his holding
‘relations’ with a high
official or his ‘right’ or reasons for having
written to that high official in still more
unaccountable terms.

“In the actual circumstances of prisoner
Howard’s past or present incarceration,—neither
being for a political offence, nor in any way
connected with his defamation of Government,—
I consider it unconstitutional to be thus interro-
gated. Did your questions connect me with
the alleged assistance of the person who has
defamed the Government, quoad the defamer of
Government, I should admit that, as an official,

I should be bound to explain the alleged rela~
tions with him.

“For all these reasons, then, before reply-
ing to your queries, I feel justified in asking
whether you charge me with assisting or having
relations with the prisoner as a defamer of
(overnment, or that I have helped him in con-
sequence of his being such ; and, if so, on what
grounds you base your charge.”
~=38- On receipt of this letter Mr. Grimes
reported Mr. Symonds to Government
for insubordination, setting forth the
circumstances more fully given in the
preceding paragraphs.

40. In'speaking of conviet Howard’s
“relations ” with a ‘““high official,” Mr.
~ Symonds is under-
stood . to refer to
Howards’ letter * to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Mr. Webster, asking for
an interview, and to his letter of the
1st Sept.t prefer-
ring an appeal to
Government against his conviction by the
Criminal Courts. In the latter letter, he
forwarded a paper
containing certain
questions to the Superintendent of the
Penitentiary, the answers to which he
held would show that that officer (Mr.
Symonds) had, during his imprisonment,
come to think of him as an innocent man.
Howard was merely told that Govern-
ment would § not
interfere in judicial
matters, and the
questions to Mr. Symonds remained
unanswered. The only inference which
can be drawn from them is that Mr.
Symonds had some conversation with
Howard concerning his mercantile specu-
lation, and tendered to him some advice
on the subject.
~41. On the 20th current, a || memo-
randum was receiv-
ed from the Com-
missioner of Police

* See paragraph 34 of this
Memcrandum infra.

# R, dated 2nd May 1885.

+ Marked T.

1 Marked.S.

§ G.0., dated 14th Sep-
tember 1885, No. 2443.

| W, dated 20th January
1886."




giving the result of his inquiries as to
the relations, past and present, between

convict Howard and Mr. Symonds.
The most important portions  of this
Memorandura are given below :—

« Howard was convicted on 24th February
1882, and sentenced to six months’ rigurm;s
imprisonment. He, of course, appealed, but his
conviction was confirmed by the High Court.
During the early part of his sentence it became
my duty to visit the Penitentiary as the official
visitor for the month; the date of such visit
will be recorded in the Jail books. A remark
was made by me regarding the large propor-
tion of European and East Indian prisoners
on half labour. Howard was one of those so
employed. I cannot call to mind if I ever
again saw Howard at work. My impression
is, I did not.

“ Independent inquiry now elicits that, as a
fact, which Government may accept, Howard
was employed on light labour during the first
month only of his imprisonment. The remain-
der of his term he spent in the Prison Office
ostensibly for the purpose of writing his appeal,
but supposed really to be employed on some

private work of the Superintendent. If a wisjt

from the Inspector-General of Jails or other
officials was expected, Howard was taken to the
ward for the sake of appearance, and, when the
visitor left, was relegated to the office. I was at
first under the impression that this exceptional
~treatment of Howard was only at $he time when
is appeal to the High Court was pending ; but
have ascertained that it was not so; the
special favor shown to Him increased as time
went on, until, at his discharge, he had estab-

lished himself as the intimate coadjutor of the *

Superintendent for apparently literary purposes.

“ Subsequent to Howard’s release, he visited
the Jail partly on business connected with the
Superintendent, partly as the Agent of Dr.
phne‘ who was, in a legal capacity, interested
in a well-known conviet named Lakshmaji
Pandit.

“ From July 1883 till September 1884,
Howard employed himself with writing work,
the tangible result of which used to be taken
charge of by one Raja Mannaru Chetti, a clerk
in Mr. Symonds’ office at the Penitentiary and
his confidential Agent.

“Mr. Symonds himself frequently visited
Howard at Patter’s Gardens where he resided,
and they were apparently on terms of perfect
equality. Mr. John Wallace was also living
there and joined the party.

“ Mr. Symonds was, I have reason to believe,
fully acquainted with Howard’s plans and
actions when the latter visited Ootacamund in
September 1885, and when the birth of the
¢ Telephone’ newspaper was expected.”

48 o 4 The connection of the Pefnirtelrn.:iary

L “'I'itel' With H()Wzlrd 18 a Very suspl.

: ) cl1ous mrcums'tance,
Januacy 1806 _prrh ey bertas *

2 athers—that— Mz,

Symonds—had-nothing—to—do—with_Z%é
Lelephone, snd—the-elerk denies—that-he
had, and states that;as soon-as he saw
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the Manifesto,—whieh—was concocted; he_
says; solely by Howard, he severed his’
c<§mcction with—that—individual:—This,
clerk’s-appointment to; and promotion in;’
the Penitentiary, it must be noted; were

made +on_the recommendation of Mr?
Symonds, with-whomhe had been pre-

yiously associated in the Friend-in-N

“Soerety’s-Office:

Tt should further be observed here that

the Commissioner of

Sy Y, dated 218t Pglice * reports that

while Howard was

residing in Patter’s Gardens in 1883-84,

this clerk brought him petitions fzess

dismissed.Salem—officials-and-othersy and

that while Howard paid the clerk for

scriptory work, Howard, in turn, was
given money by Mr. Symonds.

In connection with Colonel Weldon’s

" report on the manner in which convict

S

Howard’s sentence of rigorous imprison-

“ment was carried out in the Peniten-

‘tiary, the Inspector-

e dated 7th Januwary  (Geperal’'s letter ¥
: on the same subject
should be considered. Mr. Grimes says
that the Deputy Keeper of the Peniten-
tiary reports that Hows}rd was frequently
employed in the Jail Office, and 1s
believed to have been employed therem
in writing the insubordinate letters to

* Colonel Tennant about the Chubbs’ locks
" experiment, which have been referred to

“in paras. 15—18 of this Memorandum.

—

()—.43. Referring again to Mr. Symonds’s

past record, to the end that what is in his
favour may be noticed, as has been that
which tells against him, it 1s observed
that in his letters of 16th August 1882 to
Colonel Tennant, in connection with the
‘Chubb’s lock experiment referred to in
paragraphs 15—18 of this Memorandum,
Ee said that the Duke of Buckingham’s
Minute, attributing to his tact the success
of the close prison experiment, had been
withheld from him. This was to show
that Colonel Tennant was prejudiced
against him.
14, It seems that His Grace did observe
that the tact of
183,'?',30, B groneny -the Su%erir.lten(.lent
of the Penitentiary
had overcome a disposition on the part of
the convicts to the introduction of the
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Separate system, and it g admitted *

Rexn-thefoltowing
by the Inspector-

*D. 0. letter Q. dated o ¥ :

l.,:}.rJauuar}z ("”“ldl that ‘\Il

Symonds “ has

alwavys been considered an ahle officer,

and that it is only quite recently that

he has known that he has misconducted

himself in the

way he has” Colonel
Tennant, who kL

- Ly
]Zz A{J‘%YC (o~ SD"OL"”’-Z é%‘/‘ \
\ B
as been consulted, says l Z 84 bosliud /3 %’1‘ tugri b
he has ng information to give concerning as . \
Mr. Symonds beyond what is already
&% loyo “v 18 alread, v '
Il posséssion of (mvm'nmmnt, which, Mo L0 & oo - {aw/ L( callsd
however, does not bear out My, Grimes’ 2L .0 .
Estimate of the general character Mr, f . ;"‘ \K
y E . o g M8 MEN v | W
;\ ?lltond.s has borne in the Jail Depart X‘., /L)' a. -‘/’7"1,071-5(.3' : c7én‘rn .
e o : ; .
5. Per contra, hnwovor, it should be
noted that in 1875 the Inslw(‘tor-(h'm-rul
of Jails reported that, op the oceasion of
an attempt on the partof 150 eonviets to

o bt Conbinh 2ol fadnrmm b6 il
eéscape from Trichinopoly Central Jail,

Mr. Symonds’s firm attitude and decisi m,

which (i'u\'(-rmm'nt
4th June 1875,

| Zék /0/((7“,_“‘_;7 ?Wéms l/t%: 1
No. 1259, approved, proba-

+ 1;,«)_,

C
{ ' é ea
o / taaiags )
g ()] Hore som had R ..
ly prevented g “ ~/ | ‘
more serious outbreak attended with o
- . ‘p y
great loss of life, and that My, Symonds
188, ON Yarions occasions, prepared reports

and papers whick, have been described

i ; A dereed
(g.ﬁ/( /A/,Q /éyz,sm‘i/Y jé"’w
- rovernmeont + :
F 5.0 18th August 1534, PY  Government *
N-TLIBIZS.

and by the head §
_§ Letter in G.O., 8th s
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eb. 1882, No. 205 of ]_ns dvpprtnwnt ‘ . :
48 1nteresting and ) G g y
valuable, Other Papers of some merit by { (”) 47:\ I, Se Aq ol
the same hand may )
N G.0., 15th D, 188, . be found recorded 2 A | & ; 4 L¢
W g 1 the orders of 3 ‘ Wes ol L. "
GO, 14th July 1885, - 2 : ] . -
No. 1840, a Go\'vrnmont noted ; By G } o¥
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an order || issu- el F Xy |
ed to My. Symonds NS
i G.0., No. 198, Publie, . . o £
dated 21st January 138¢, eoting- Lim Q
answer—the qles-
4ions put to him hy

Y Mr—Grimes without
cavil or reservation with the le
-

' 46 On thé 21st Instant
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addriss or e 17
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From H. R. GRIMES, Esq., Inspector-
General of Jails, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, dated Madras,
26th January 1886.

T have the honor to forward, for the
information of Government, with refer-
ence to their order of the 21st instant,
No. 128, Mr. Symonds’s replies to the
queries put to him by me regarding the
prisoner Howard.

9. Mr. Symonds denies having had
any communication with the prisoner
Howard during his incarceration, also
denies having paid his fine or any por-
tion of it.

3, In reply to the 3rd query, Mr.
Symonds states he is unable to explain
the allusions made in the prisoner’s letter
addressed to him, or his right to address
him in such terms beyond the fact that
some time ago he befriended the prisoner
when in difficulties.

4. I make mno * remarks on Mr.
Symonds’s communications, but leave
them for the Government to take such
notice of as they may deem fit. The
copy of the letter addressed by the pri-

. soner Howard to the Chief Secretary to

Government in May last, which M.
Symonds says, in his 5th paragraph, he
has appended, has mot been received
by me. )

—

From W. A. SYMONDS, Esq., Superintendent
Central Jail, Salem, to the Inspector-
General of Jails, Madras, dated Salem,
24th January 1886.

In obedience to the order of Government
(No. 128 of the 91st instant), I have the honor
to reply to the queries you have put to me
regarding the prisoner Howard.

2. (1) Ideny having had any communication
with the prisoner Howard during his incarcera-
tion; (2) I deny having paid his fine or any
portion ofit; (3) I am unable to explain the

. allusions in his letter or his right to address me

in such terms, beyond the fact that some time
ago 1 befriended him when in difficulties.
Mr. Howard had seen better days, and was
connected with the Press, and, having thus had
oceasion to meet me (I having been the Secre-
tary of the Friend-in-Need Society and of
the Madras Literary Society and Auxiliary
of the Royal Asiatic Bociety and otherwise a
public character), he subsequently commu-
nicated to me some of his grievances and
troubles.

3. I have now answered your queries, but T
have done so only as a loyal subject and in
abedience to constituted authority.

So strongly, however, am 1 convinced that
the principle on which I have stood frou: the
first was right, and that your action was an
infringement of British right and usage, that
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and with all respedt,
annof but regard as the
you connect me with the
plication that I had rela-
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press,




CONFIDENT] AL,

MEMORANDUM,

Mr. W. A, Symonds in 1861, at the age of 19, *was appointed Pl‘Obat.iunary
Assistant Director, Revenue Settlement, and continyeq to serve in that Depart-
. v . . ~ . g
ment till 1871, when he was appointed Actmg bupcnntendent of the Central Jail,
'J'J'u-hmr;pnl\'. ‘
¢ - » "L L Q WA 1 I~ -
. 2. In 1872, he incurred the censure of Government under the foHowmg
Clrcumstances :—
- - 3 My S - . .

3. The district Magistrate of Irl(rhumpuly (Mr. \Vhltesxdo) heard that My.
Symonds had stated that the Prince of Wales wag dead, and wrote thereon to
Mr. Symonds saying he had proved the Jalsity of the statement, pointing out itg
impropriety and asking him wherh(.}r he hud,rm tact, made it. Mr. Whiteside gave
the name of the person who had given Mr. Symonds gg his authority for the false

rumour of His Royal Highness’ death.

4. Mr. Symonds replied that he had made the statement, a5 represented ; that
a lady was his authority, and he took exception to My, Whiteside’s chzvl.mcte;‘isin
it as a false statement. M, Whiteside replied that it wag g false statement, though
he gave Mr. Symonds credit for having made it, believing it to be true, and he
declined to withdraw the expression. Thereon My, § 'monds addressed the Chief
Secretary to Government complaining of M, W’hitesi(fe’s behaviour, but the Chief
Secretary (Mr. Ellis) returned the papers saying “that they were of 5 private
nature, and did not call for the interference or notice of Government, Mr, Symonds
then addressed the Governor (Lord Napier). Hisg ixcellency ntertained the
complaint, and My, Symonds was told domi-olﬁ(:izllly that the Govermnent disap-
proved the tone of M. Whiteside’s correspondence. A gimilay Intimation wag
conveyed in a similay manner to My, \\"hit‘v.\'i(h,&, who replied that Mz, Symonds
had, on account of some trifling disagreement, expressed his intention of making
'1'1'1’:111i110pn]}' hot for him, and had opposed his action as President of the Munici.
pality in every possible way, and hag , I conjunction with a third person, not in
the service of Government, concocted and published abusive articles against him
in the newspapers concerning his official acts,

9. The Government perused three such articles, asked My, Symonds if he
had been concerned in their preparation or puhli(.-.utiml, and ealled on him to state
whether he had ever written in the Trichinopoly or Madras newspapers respecting
the institutiong op interests of the former station, and whether he had communicated
to any person the correspondence he had with the Inspcctorv(}eneral of Jails on
one of the subjects referred to in one of the said articles,

6. Mr. Symunds, in reply, admitted that he had been more or less a party to
the writing, though not to the publi ‘ation, of two of the three articles perused by
Government ; that he had shown the correspondence referred to, to more than
one person; that he had only written once to the newspapers concerning the
interests or institutions of Trichinopoly ; and that he had yet to learn that tha
Government absolutely interdicted  al] newspaper writing on the part of the.r
subordinates. ¢

7. The Chief Secretary. was thereon ordered to inform My. Symonds demi.

* 20th March 1872, (Jfﬁ(;ia“y* .

“That taking the most lenient view of his conduct in the manner deseribed in hig letter, he

had been guilty of grave indiscretion in conrtaction with‘ .the attacks made in the newspapers on

the Collector and Magistrate, Mr, Whiteside,”
~

N
)

T’
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Mr. Symonds acknowledged his error, ari“d made g}(iod the money.  Colonel
i g ennant took a lenient view of M

p : No. 1548. +

@.0., 28th July 1876, No. 19 Symonds’s conduct, and the order*® of

Government on the matter ran 11 these terms :

« Mr, Symonds'’s neglect of ordinary precautions and standin§ rules has not only caused
loss to himself, but, by placing temptation in the way of a subordinate, has ruined a

Those attacks were described as very unwarrantable, some of them, and Mr
Symonds was informed' that the Government could not doubt that he had culxlxxlu: .
micated directly or indirectly to the newspaper another and more recent article .4
against Mr. Whiteside. . {

8. The Chief Secretary’s letter concludes with these words : 3 pecuniary ' . i
«T am directed to inform you that you have laid yourself open to very severe censure ol ¢ man who ¢ had hitherto borne an e‘xcellent character. . : . |
that, in the event of your being guilty o¥ gimilar conduct on any futare occasion, you will be at : « 9. The Governor in Council trusts that the very serious results that have followed his 1
once removéd from your appointment. : 1 careless want of consideration and breaol} of rules will be 8; ,Suﬁiclent warning to Mr. Symondg 1 f’
3 (‘.Theb(l'ioveménelnt also c}oifxsider the tt}(x):e of the (txmclusionbtl)f {our present letter to be very for the future without further condemnation by Government. ‘
; an to inform you it 1 ermissi : R . & i
ohh]x?:;llg?paert’y&to nttaac?s in the neprapemto;toltﬁuio pﬂbﬁclzaf;ic:m(gi:ﬁ);{:;hﬁigfg;:{) (;3?1}:; : 15. Nothing further agalr}st erl S)};I:‘O;lgs DR the records of Govern- A
may bring him into contact. In the present instance, the attacks have been levelled at the “) ment till 1882, 1n the course 0 which ﬁ’ . 1h experiment was made in the Madras ,
Magistrate of the district, who is one of the official visitors of the Jail under your superintendence ; Penitentiary, of which Mr. &gymonds L Dos appointed Superintendent in 1877, o4
and it is only in consideration of your having, it is believed, discharged your duties in the Il q and in other (lentral Jails, m the use of Chubb’s padlocks for fastening wards %
remarkably well that the Government refrain from removing you from your acting appointment.” cells, &e. 4 !
. . . . . . - . 16. The Inspector-Genel'ﬂ] Qf Jails l}ad given orders that the keys of these 3
, sadlocks were on 1o pretence to be glehvemd to any prisoner. In the Madras
9. Mr. Symonds thereon wrote, gratefully acknowledging the indulgence of {"enitcntiary, however, convicts Were, without the knowl)e;dge of the Superintendent ‘ \
the Government, assuring it that he would never offend again in like matter, and : set to work by the keeper to malke duplicates in lieu of worn specimens of the keys’. ‘
that the leniency with which he had been treated -would spur him to do his very The Inspecto}-Generalpof Jails censured Mr. Symonds for this occurrence and for |
best to discharge his duties zealously and conscientiously. his omission to report it ; whereon that officer endeavoured to justify his conduct, - 2

letters in which he described the experiment as a dangerous and "

10. Three years later, however, the Government had occasion to express * their and wrote two i : .
y o9th July 1875, No. 1681 dissatisfaction that Mr. Symonds did not expensive failure, which might have been avoided had the Inspector-General
G.0., 29th July 15095 2 . more cordially ~€o-0 rate with the consulted the executive officers of the department before committing the State

to the expenditure involved in introducing a system wholly unsuited to the

circumstances of Indian prisons. He declined to accept Colonel Tennant’s (fudg-

Medical Officer when he communicated to him his suspicions that the supply of
ment in the matter, accused that officer of overlooking his merits, and desired that

food to the convicts in the Central Jail, Trichinopoly, was not issued in proper
quantities. In this connection, however, it must not be forgotten that t.vhe Inspector- : A
Clamenl il Bo* peugider 1o outbreak which gave rso 10 the inguiry into the food- the question might be laid before overflment. ; .
supplies to have been caused by any maladministration of Mr. Symonds, and that . 17. The Inspector-(}%neral acpordlngly _re;_)resented the circumstances, P
that officer’s action on the o¢Baio of the outbreak was approved by Government. chowed that Mr. Symonds’s sweeping denunciations and his style of correspond-
[See paragraph 49 of this Note]. - ; S able

11. Again in 187 5t the lnspectm‘-Genqral of Police brought to the noti_. ..

) £ Government that two convicts—despe-

+ G.0., 16th August 1375, No. 1798. mdoos———had improperly ViR

the Jail anthorities from Trichinopoly to Madura without leg-irons, with the result

that they attempted to escape, and that one of them was shot by a constable of the

Police guard, who was placed: on his trial criminally for the act.

12. The Inspector-Generul of Jails, (‘olonel Tennant,} called on for a report

; i on this ecircumstance, cailed, in turn, on

+ G.0., 16th August 1875, No. 1798. the Tri(:l'ninu}'mhy Jail Superintendent,
Mr. Symonds, for an explmmtion, whereon that officer endeavoured to justify his
Y :n.proof that he had given the use of fetters some attention, for-

conduct, and, m P g : B e :
warded an article he had written some fime ago to the papers on the subject.

13. The Iuspector-Generﬂl. of Jails ()l)jgcted to Mr. Symonds’s action and to his
ventilating his opinions o1 official subjects 11 the newspapers.
y & The Government thereon passed
§ G.O, 17th September 1875, No. 20385. the following § order :—

’ : : be generall derstood i
“ Tt o doubt open to the Police (and this should be g y understood) to require
A lion handed ovr:; to their escort ghall be fet‘tered in any case, where they deem additional

. here it was the special duty of the Superintendent

uti o escape to be necessary ; but g, - T
g?i; s ;:ﬂagt:mh“e 191:-ironed two * dee;pernte and powerful dacoits.”  His not doing so has
S A d 'n%attempt at escape, leading to the death of one of the prisoners and to

the trial of one of the Police on a capital charge. For this neglect Mr. Symonds is hereby
saverely censured- . ;
«9. The article in the newspapers which has been sent up 18 of an old date ; but the Govern-
ment agree with the Tnspector-General that such contributions from a Superintendent of a Jail
are entirely opposed to good discipline, and chould be interdicted.”
14. Again, in 1876, Mr. Symonds, while still Acting Superintendent of the
Trichinopoly Jail, left Rs. 800, deposited as security by the Jail Diet Contractors
for over three months in the charge of the Jailor, who embezzled the amount-

ence were alike U
+ 6.0, Sth September 1852, No. 1252 18. The order t of Government on

this matter is quoted below :——

«Tn the j[nspeotor—Geneml’S correspondence with the Superintendent regarding the Peniten-
sary keys, His Excellency the Governor in Council can see nothing inappropriate, and certainly
::ging which can be regarded as the slightest provocation to the Superintendent, whose letters of
the 9th and 16th August are, n the highest degree, insubordinate and disrespectful. Such conduct
¢ be tolerated, and any repetition of it will subject Mr. Symonds to very 8erious consequences
in the interests of official discipline in an important department.”
19. Later in the same year, 1882, the Inspector-General of Jails reported
that Messrs. Cline and Howard (the former an officer of the Accounts Department, -
who was subsequentlif compulsorily retired, and the latter an ex-conviet well -
known in Madras) had been allowed to have interviews with Lingam Lakshmaji, \
a convict undergoing a long sentence for forgery in the Madras Penitentiary.  *
Colonel Tennant reported that Mr. Symonds"s conduct in permitting these inter-
views was highly imprudent and certainly unauthorised.

. N 90. The Government passed the g
4 G.0., 23rd December 1882, No. 2228. following order J:— .

« The Governor in Council entirely approves the Inspector-Greneral’s decision, directing the
superintendent of Prisons, Madras, to guide himself strictly by the Jail Rules in according
risoners an interview with their triends or legal advisers. The present case certainly does not
any special and emergent circumstances, which would take it out of the general course.
Ii‘(he conduct of the Superintendent, first, in allowing an officer of the Account Department to
visit & particular prigoner as his counsel ; and, secondly, n allowing this counsel to employ, as his
ent in the prisoner’s business, the ex-convict Howard, indicates a want of judgment so deplor-
able that the overnment have considered whether, taken with some official corres nderice, the tone
- of which recently came under their censure, Mr. Symonds has not shown himse unfit for his post.
He will understand that he has inourred their grave disapprobation, and that, for the future, no
Jeniency will be shown. The Inspector-General will remove Lingam Lakshmaji, the prisoner on
whose behalf suevpecial indulgence has been exhibited, to the Central Prison, Vellore. He will
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* Memo. Y, dated 21st _ 2. “16» ot
January 1866.”  missioner of Police

says* that—

“Mr. Ambrose states that the letter, which
covered the remittance,—with all other letter
from the same source,—was destroyed, as he was
requested so to do, when the correspondence
began.”

26. Mr. Ambrose, in his lettert to
Howard of the 16th -
December, says :

“Your up-country friend has written me
long letter. He wants me to advance you the
money you may require to set you free. . In
reply, I have written to say that I regret my
mability to do so.”

Three days after this the remittance
referred to above was made.

27. With his letter of the 19th Decem-
ber, Mr. Goodrich also forwarded to Mr.
Grimes five letters from conviet Howard,
which had been found on the 18th De.-
cember on a time-expired prisoner when
he was being searched on the completion
of his term of imprisonment.

28. These letters were addressed,
three of them to certain residents in
Madras, and. the remaining two, one
to Mr. Symonds, and the other to
Mr. Piercy, late Assistant Accountant-
General, Madras, who was recently re-
moved from Madras, and who wrote the
leader that was to have appeared in the
first number of the abortive organ of the
so-called Indian Vigilance League, 7%e
Telephone.

29. In 1881 and 1882, Howard cou-

tributed various ar-

+ 31st December 1881 ; .
3rd, ath, sth, 7th, 10th. ticles and letters
11th, and 18th January ¢4 the n‘ Mad>®
s Times,” ;g"iving 1
correspondence with Mr. Symonds about
his batta or maintenance allowance. At
this time Howard complained of Mr.
Symonds for being harsh to him and not
increasing his rations as a eivil aébtor.

30. Soon, however, after his conviction
on a criminal charge in February 1882,
the relations between them underwend )
a change, and in the Madras Times of
March 15th, 1882, the editor publishes,
in an editorial entitled Bombastes Furioso,
a letter he received from Mr. Symonds
signed with his name, upbraiding the
editor with having basely deserted
Howard, his once valued contributor,
hinting that that individual, then a pri-
soner under his charge, would be righted
on appeal, and offering to contribute {o

¥ B

a “Civil Debtor Defence and Appeal

t Letter C.

&~
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Pjund,f’ should such a fund be adver-
tised in the paper. On appeal, it may be
noted, the sentence was upheld, though the
conviction on one of s

the counts was
reversed.

31. The editor said that this letter
was more damaging to My. Symonds

than disagreeable to himself, that he had

washed his hands of Howard as soon as
he had been convicted on' a (‘riminu‘l
charge, that he had, in fact, published
a.ll that Howard had said in retracta-
tion of his former charges against Mr.
%_vmr-nds, and that he wished Mr.
Symonds’s relations with Howard would
bear as cloge a scrutiny as his own
would. J

20 . . .
32. Tlne editor concludes his article
Y saying :

“It may be inferred from it that he, as
uperintendent of the Jail, held long conversa-
tions in prison with a prisoner, convicted of
crime, on such matters as he has written to ns
about. Tt can be seen that he puts himself
forward as a would-be partizan oF such a con-
victed prisoner. He requires us to open a fund
on behalf of his protégé, and promises to con-
tribute to it . : . -
“We recommend altogether to the serious
consideration of the Chief Magistrate and the
Governor the levity, vamity, arrogance and
utter absence of dignity and judgment displayed
by the Superintendent of the Penitentiary in his
communications to us.”

33. The letter from Mr. Symonds to
the editor, which is printed in full in the
article, is also printed in full below :

“ Base Desermion.”
“ To the Editor of the * Madras Times.

“8ir,—Not long ago you published a
voluminous correspondence, between a * QlVLl
Debtor, his Superintendent and others,” which,
with a flourish of trumpets, you announced to
your readers as being not only interesting, but
an important contribution to the great question
then under consideration of Government, viz.,
the proposed abolition of imprisonment for debt.
The publication of this correspondence gave
rise to a subsidiary correspondence which raged
in your paper without Intermission until the
18th January last. On that day a letter ap-
peared in the Madras Times, from an indignant
correspondent, inquiring whether you were
aware that the official visitor who had investi-
gated the complaint of the ¢ Civil Debtor’ had
reported that he had been "treated }vnh kmd-,
ness and consideration by his Superintendent.
It is known that, upon the appearance of that
letter, ¢ The Civil Debtor’ went “from your
office to the official visitor and ascertained from
him that he really had made the report ascribed
to him, a fact which was that day communi-
cated to you by “The Civil Debtor,” who was

6

7

arrested under a warrant upon a criminal
charge (of which he has since been convicted),
and returned under arrest, to your office where,
although you concurred with him in the
opinion that the charge brought against him
was an attempt to blast the cause by damning
the advocate, you declined to stand bail for him,
but promised to do all in your power to assist
him, and further promised to visit him in
prison. .

“You are aware that I did not think it worth
while making any comment upon ¢ The Civil
Debtor’s” correspondence at the time; nor
should I revert to the subject except that it
seems to me an explanation 1s due from you as
to the causes of what appears to be a case of
very cruel desertion on your part.

“From the 31st December 1881 to the 18th
January 1882, letter after letter appeared in your
paper on the subject of ¢ The Civil Debtor ” and
hisrevelations, his facts being neither denied nor
disproved. Now, having on that fatal 18th
January, been informed of the result of the
official visitor’s investigation, why did you not
authoritatively publish it 7 Why did you keep
back that most material conclusion ? ~Did not
justice to myself demand that it should be
published as the sequel to all the denunciation
that had previously been heaped upon me ?
If you disagreed with that sequel, you ought
still to have published it and then given your
reasons for differing from it. Did you think
that those few simple words, ¢ The Civil Debtor
has been treated with kindness and consider-
ation by his Superintendent,” would weigh more
with the public, would have greater effect
upon your readers, than all the ink that had
been shed in the composition and printing
of that very interesting and extensive corre-
spondence ¥  But it is not with this purely
personal matter that I am econcerned; that
continues to be—as it has always been—s
matter of the extremest indifference. What
concerns your readers is that the journalist who
conducts a paper (to quote your own words)
¢ claiming the influence to which the Madras
Times aspires,” should be true to his principles
and loyal to its contributors. The identity of
¢The Civil Debtor’ with the author of the
¢ Roulette’ sketches is now an open secret, and,
as the fortunes of Mr.
Holt * are now as much
below ‘zero’ as they might, with the invalu-
able assistance of the Madras Times, be above

¢ zero,” it appears to me that now is the time
for to prove yourself a friend indeed to a friend
in need. Holt, in the course of his recent
trial, avowed himself to be ¢ Zero,” and said you
had ¢ basely deserted him in the hour of his
need” Why was this not reported in the
Madras Times ? You were subpeenaed as a
witness for a defence, but you were not called ;
and the reason Holt gave for this was that he
feared you had gone over to the other side, or
' made terms witg them, to avoid being sued or

* glias Howard.

prosecuted for publishing an assertion by
¢ The - Civil Debtor’ which his prosecutor
alleged to be defamation. Was this so ?




“ It is, we know, not wise to putb f{}lAtP‘ 111:1
rinces. but we have been taught to be u;pth .
‘ar;d admire the loyalty ot the m;\mbar?\:;} § ,_'n

: yne towards er. No ms
i % (Sﬁate '|;)1l-:enftlf‘:\?l~i‘tr«%: “ﬂillﬁfdl forsake, much
ﬁort%}w;eﬁ'nizs;ﬁ%, a once valued contributor
\::iS:ho;t at least an effort to save hip}ym gl:xtt‘lur
to what straits he mxghf be reduced. ':'\u:l 1_)(
you do not wish to figure as. Q{L xc‘r:e/ ), ;'_..
exception to an honorable rulc‘r” ngm}.l;)l‘;
to jog your memory. In s very admur -
leading article on the subject ol l!lll)rlbl.()‘nl?}tl_.l'.’
for debt, you ‘promised the world an ({x'x.viu: ive
treatise on the whnl.e question, em )lﬂling ft
scheme for remodelling the laws r;gu .Ltl?lh
bankraptey and debt. But since tln‘_e. ¢ 1.\3}){w.1r-’

ance from your columms of ¢ The Civil ] g tor

and ¢Zero® and the contemporaneous Incarc-
ration of Holt, your readers had looked in
vain for the fulfilment of your promise. (_..gn
the scoffers be correct who assert that '\[(.’u
depended on the pen and mspxrutu,.sp of that
ready-writer to earry out that public engage-
ment, and that now that this member of your
staff has been imprisoned, you are mf:«mqmtm’xt
to complete the task to whrx:{h yuu} have
committed your paper ¢ )m\", Sir, whet er or
no, * The Civil Debtor’ isa guilty man, the fact

remains that the Madras Times lauded him u;

a leader and proclaimed that he had n-rnh-ru;

public service which entitled him to the l}:;;.n}\i

of the Government and the people of India i tlu,

same way as Mrs. Surr received the thanks of t}u:

Home Government, conveyed to her hy.t 18

Home Secretary. Many, at the same t.m{;*,'

shared and expressed that opinion with yoursell ;

and whether Holt is or is not a guilty man
in other respects does not at all nulhify servieos
which consisted in the revelation of eertain
facts connected with the law of vu‘upfx:umwm‘t
for debt in this presidency, which facts h:.uu
not (so far as you yourself appear to have bwuw
informed, or so far as you have informed your
readers) been either denied or .disp'rj‘»yed except
by those few words of the_()iﬁqul Visitor, whmh
reforred not to the question of gcm‘t'*.t} policy,
but to s particular complaint of *The Civil

Debtor.” t behoves you, 'tbf‘reture,‘tn h‘ﬂ.\v

the courage of your convictions. The Civil

Debtor is at present under a cl(n}d, but h‘_’

has given notice (Jrf‘ appeal against his S(,-l\h?vl}l(u

and conviction. Things are not nlwu;’s W at
they seem. Perhaps, with the aid of professionsa
assistance * The Civil Debtor* may yet succeed 1;11
reversing the magisterial decision. At a
events there can be no doubt oi. what 18 expeﬁti
ed from you at this jul.wture‘ viz., that you \yx!
recognize the past services of a vulunb'h? contri-
butor—services not only. to the Jladra{u 1 mwal;t{g
to the publie—by starting a!ld heading a (,1&1
Debtor Defence and Appeal Fund, and in order
that you may be assured of, at least, one gupi
port&‘, I shall be happy, when I see the.fuut'
advertised in your paper, to add my mite to
your own subscription.

“ Yours obediently,
“« W. A. SYMONDS.”

34. It should be noted that convict
Howard was the chief promoter of the
o Bon Aboonitiicn, so-called Vigilance *
League, that Pierc
was, as observed in paragraph 28, to have
been a contributor to its organ  The
Telephone.”

35. The letter from conviet Howard to

T b A Mr. Symonds, found
Letter it b 4
December. e by Mr. Goodrich
: on the person of a
time-expired conviet, runs in the follow-
g terms :—

“To W. A. Symonds, Esq., Salem.

“ How could you expect a poor Vakeel, who
has not received any fees, to advance money.
You talk about mental aberration, but it really
seems as if you had taken leave of your senses,
or that the fine was Rs. 5,000 and the sureties
15,000 each. So much fuss has been made
about a matter which you might easily have
arranged in three days. It is ssmply absurd to
say you could not get Rs. 100 in a dozen places
in Salem if you choose. To say nothing of
there being dozens of men elsewhere, who might
accommodate you for the asking. It is simply
inhuman that I should have been left 2 months
in hellish torment, whills&t n}?t a single soul but

B Lyl 2 mbrose * has lifted a
e little finger to help me.

Rs. 50 will now square fine, &e. As for the
sureties have you no influence with Norton, the
Bransons, or Grants.  Surely any one of them
would have done the needful per se or vicariously,
if you had given them instructions. There are
dozens of men who are beholden to you, and
would have obeyed you and observed seerecy, if
you had given them your directions and guaran-
tee. Such men as Mr. Ross of Perambore, 8.
T. 'Krishnamachari, Appadurai Mudali, the
Jail Contractor, for whom I wrote the petition,
and Ambrose himself would have done it on
your guarantee. Now I only want the sureties
for two days as I am going to Bombay.
Directly I start, the sureties can withdraw,
I hope you are not thinking of leaving me to
pass Christmas in hell. Out of the 53 days I
have been here, I have undergone 41 days of
punishment, 20 in close separate confinement
and 21 on bread and water in solitary. All
illegal I know. Last week I was assaulted by
warders and 20 policemen, trying to illegally
taking my photograph, and now I am again in
solitary on bread and water, until I will consent
to have it taken. You yourself would not
have stood 100th part of the torture I have
endured, but I can hold out no longer. I feel
a bitter burning sense of wrong at my most
cruel desertion. At times my blood boils, my
brain becomes on fire, and I feel as if I could
not preserve my mental balance. I will not
stand it any longer, Unless I hear you are
taking instant practical steps to set me free, I
shall, without further parley, be compelled to
enlighten Norton, the Dr. Thomas and Binny
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and Co., to get relief, which they would not
deny me. Do not drive me to this.

Of the other four * il!t\'l'\'k‘}nt(‘d l('tt(‘l‘.\,
those to l'ia_'l'('y and
Luxa and Mrys.
Fowler contain nothing that need be
n-prmlnrwl here,
but thatt addressed
to one Chamberlin ends with these

* Letters (F), (G), (H

+ Letter (1

words :
s 1‘1"1;?',' &
and ¢ the latiors he gives v E=
and post the letters he gives you to Symonds,
Piercy, Luxa and Mrs. Fowler. Keep contents

of letter to Symonds secret even from Ambrose.”

X

iva the bearer Rs. 2 for his trouble,

:

Nothing material to this inquiry
can be discovered
concerning Ross,
;\pp;ulul'uil, Kistna-
machari.? Chamberlin,® Luxa and Murs.
Fowler.

36. The Impm-h»1‘-(,%&*[11'1';11‘ on the
21st + Decr., called
on Mr. Symonds
to state whether he had had any com-
munications with convict Howard, direct
or indirect, during his incarceration;
whether he had paid his fine or any
portion of it: and whether he could
explain the allusions in the last part of
Hu‘.vm's:i's letter read above.
37. On the 26th Mr. Symonds § replied
in the following
terms i—

« T of course, recognise your right to ask
whether I have had any cormmunication with
the prisoner Howard, direct or indirect, ‘ during
his incarceration,’ and I reply in the negative.

3. I, however, respectfully question your
» interrogate me on matters which con-

me solely as a private individual, and, as

D. O., Letter (J

§ D. 0. letter (K

s as being of this

to bemg called

nature, 1 object, on
upon to answer them, though qui'.v Tv:uiy to
explain any action in my offi ial capacity.”

38. Un r--w:ipt of this letter, Mr.
Grimes wrote ||
again on the 30th
December requesting Mr. Symonds to
reply at once, without further eavil, to
the questions put, as thev concerned him
not solely asa private individual, but also
as a Government servant, at one time 1n
charge as Suywrintuuh-.x1t of the Peniten-
tiary, of a person now again a prisoner
therein ( viz., Howard), who had defamed
the Government collectively and indivi-
dually, and who protvndwl to be an
intimate friend of Mr. Symonds and
:LII})(“&I‘!‘(l to have received money from
him to help him to pay a mugistcrhd fine.

| D. 0. letter (L

3 rw-r_‘_v’"-*-"- e

=

39, In answer to this letter, Mi
Symonds, onthe 7th
January, replied *
in the following terms :—

« T beg to assure you that nothing is further
from my infention than to adopt an improper or
insubordinate tone. To *respectfully que tHon
the right’ you claim and exercise, is nof of
itself, I humbly submit, sufficient to sustain a
charge of distinct ympropriety and insubordina-
tion. If you will be gracious enough to point
out any single expression or several expressions
convicting me of this offence, I will at once
gludly withdraw the same .Wi”l an ampl
apology ; but, unless you will be pleased to
indicate where the ‘tone’ of my letter, dated
96th December 1885, is “distinetly improper
and insubordinate,’ I, with the utmost respect,
objéct to your recording what at any time may be
used against me, your opinion that I have
been insubordinate.

« Again, I, with due deference, demur to
the charge of ¢ cavilling’ as not supported by
a grave cont ention urged by me in no eaptious
spirit. 1 feel that I must not lose, but musi
hold fast by, a ¢ pririciple’ precious alike to
employers and employed throughout the civilised
world : that, while my eyes look up to autho-
rity, my feet must stay themselves firmly here.

“ Further, I have always been led to
helieve that it is one of the plainest prineiples
of English law,—and indeed the custom between
employer and employé in any country with @
constitutional Government,—that a suspected
person should be charged with a definite offence,

and not called upon to ineriminate or exculpate
himself.

« T must add that you hold the still more
strange position of attributing to me conduct
unbecoming a Government gervant from infer-
ences drawn, not from any act or writing of
mine, but from the intercepted letter of a person
for whose actions I cannot be expected to answer

* See paragraph 34 of this g .nllﬁl‘e g i 't(;
Memcrandum infra. E‘X])lm.]l ’]118. h()ll]!ng

relations’ with a high
official or his ‘right’ or reasons for having
written to that high official in still more
unaccountable terms.

« In the actual circumstances of prisoner
Howard’s past or present incarceration,—neither
being for a political offence, nor in any wajy
connected with his defamation of Government, —
T consider it unconstitutional to be thus interro-
gated. Did your questions connect me with
the alleged assistance of the person who has
defamed the Government, quoad the defamer of
Government, I should admit that, as an official
I should be bound to explain the alleged rela-
tions with him.

« For all these reasons, then, before reply-
ing to your queries, I feel justified in asking
whether you charge me with assisting or having
relations” with the prisoner as a defamer of
Government, or that I have helped him in con-
sequence of his being such ; and, if so, on what
grounds you base your charge.”

40. On receipt of this letter Mr. Grimes
reported Mr. Symonds to Government

 D. 0. letter (M).
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f(.r i“ﬂli)"\1‘\1:‘“;1{1(\11, S(?ttill}l f«'»rth the
(7-‘:1‘('“‘!]t\q‘{;il[('(‘\' more I‘LH_\ f_fi\'tll ill thu
})I‘L‘L'L'din;" 1)111‘:1;{1';1}:115.

41. In speaking of convict Howard’s
¢ relations ” with a “high official,” Mr.
Symonds 18 under-
,\‘{.Anul 1o I'L"[‘(‘l‘ 1o
Howard’s letter * to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Mr. Webster, asking for
an interview, and to his letter of the
1st Ss'lyt.f })1‘t~f('1'-
ring an appeal to
Government against his conviction by the
Criminal Courts. In the latter letter, he
forwarded a paper I
contaimng certamn
questions to the Superintendent of the
Penitentiary, the answers to which he
held would show that that officer (Mr.
Symonds) had, during his imprisonment,
come to think of him as an innocent man.
Howard was merely told that Govern-

ment would § not

interfere in judicial

matters, and the
questions to Mr. Symonds remained
unanswered. The only inference which
can be drawn from them is that Mr.
Symonds had some conversation with
Howard concerning his mercantile specu-
lation, and tendered to him some advice
on the :ll})jt‘(,'t.

d May 1885.

+ Marked T

$ Marked S.

42. On the 20th current, a || memo-
SN P i randum was receiv-
R Ty It T | wedharos the Com-
missioner of Police
giving the result of his inquiries as to
the relations, past and present, between
convict Howard and Mr. S_\'mnnds.
The most imlml‘t:mt }ml‘Tinn.\' of this
Memorandur are given below :—

« Howard was convicted on 24th February
1882, and sentenced to six months’ rigorous
imprisonment. He, of course, appealed, but his
conviction was confirmed by the High Court.
During the early part of his sentence it became
my duty to visit the Penitentiary as the official
visitor for the month ; the date of such visit
will be recorded in the Jail books. A remark
was made by me regarding the large propor-
tion of European and East Indian pris ners
on half labour. Howard was one of tho e so
employed. I cannot call to mind if I ver
again saw Howard at work. My impres. ‘on
is, I did not.

« Independent inquiry now elicits that, as &
fact. which Government may accept, Howard
was employed on light labour during the first
month only of his imprisonment. The remain-
der of his term he spent in the Prison Office
ostensibly for the purpose of writing his appeal,
} posed really to be employed on some

8

= work of the Su;wrmtuudeut. If a visit
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from the Inspector-General of Jails or other
officials was expected, Howard was taken to the
ward for the sake of appearance, and, when the
visitor left, was relegated to the office. I was at
first under the impression that this exceptional
treatment of Howard was only at the time when
his eppeal to the High Court was pending ; but
I b e ascertained that it was not so; the
special favor shown to him increased as time
went on, until, at his discharge, he had estab-
lished himself as the intimate coadjutor of the
Superintendent fo - apparently literary purposes.

¢ Subsequent to Howard’s release, he visited
the Jail partly on business connected with the
Superintendent, partly as the Agent of Dr.
Cline, who was, in a legal capacity, interested
in a well-known convict named Lakshmaji
Pandit. :

« From July 1883 till September 1884,
Howard employed himself with writing work,
the tangible result of which used to be taken
charge of by one Raja Mannaru Chetti, a clerk
in Mr. Symonds’ office at the Penitentiary and
his confidential Agent.

“ Mr. Symonds himself frequently visited
Howard at Patter’s Gardens where he resided,
and they were apparently on terms of perfect
equality. Mr. John Wallace was also living
there and joined the party.

« Mr. Symonds was, I have reason to believe,
fully acquainted with Howard’s plans and
actions when the latter visited Ootacamund in
September 1885, and when the birth of the
¢ Telephone’ newspaper was expected.”

43. Medical reasons may possibly
have justified Howard’s having been
treated more leniently than other prison-
ers during the greater portion of his
imprisonment. It would be difficult to
satisfactorily prove that this was so at
this distance of time, and still more
difficult to satisfactorily establish that
Howard’s health did not justify the
treatment he received.

44. The connection of the Peniten-
tiary writer, while employed under Mr.
Symonds, with Howard is a very suspi-
cious circumstance, which should be
brought to Mr. Symonds’s notice when
he is called on for an explanation.

45. Tt should further be observed here
that the Commis-
sioner of Police*
reports that while
Howard was residing in Patter’s Gardens
in 1883-84, this clerk brought him
petitions, and that while Howard paid
the clerk for scriptory work, Howard,
in turn, was given money by Mr.

Symonds.

s Memo. Y, dated 21st
January.

46. In connection with Col. Weldon’s
report on the manner in which convict
Howard’s sentence of rigorous 1mprison-

4
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ment was carried out in the Peniter.-
tiary, the Inspector-
reneral’s letter #
on the same subject
should be considered. My, Grimes gayg
that the Deputy Keeper of the Peniten-
tiary reports that H oward was frequenﬂv
employed in the Jgj] Office, and s
!)c-heved to have been employed therein
m writing the insubordinate letters to
()olongl Tennant abhout the Chubb’s locks
expermment, which have been referred to
1 paras. 15—18 of this Menmrumlum.

l&:k; Z dated 7th January

—————

47. Referring again to Mr, Symonds’s
past record, to the end that what is in his
f;n'f)ur may be noticed, ag has been that
Whl(‘!l tells against him, it is observed
that in his letters of 16th August 1882 to
Colonel Tennant, in connection with the
Chubb’s lock experiment referred to in
I):lragmphs 15—18 of this anurandum,
1@ said that the Duke of Buckingham’s
Minute, attributing to his tact the success
of the close prison experiment, had been
withheld from him. This was stated by
Mr. Symonds with a view to show that
Colonel Tennant was prejudiced against
him.

48. It seems that His Grace did observe

¥, g R that i the tact of

1881, No.325. Y the Superintendent
of the l’cnitcntiury

had overcome g disposition on the part of
the conviets to the introduction of the
Separate system, and it is admitted +
by the Inspector-
General that Mr.,
Symonds ¢ hag
always been considered an able officer,
and that it is only quite recently that
he has known that he has misconducted
himself in the way he has,” Colonel
Tennant, who Has been consulted, says
he has no information to give concerning
Mr. Symonds, beyond what is already
1IN possession of Govermment, which,
however, does not hear out Mr, Grimes’
estimate of the general character Mr.
Symonds has borne in the Jail Depart-
ment, at the head of which Mr. Grimes
has only been for a short period. What
that character really was will be seen
from the first part of this Memorandum.

49. Per confra, however, it should be
noted that in 1875 the Inspector-General
of Jails reported that, on the oceasion of
an attempt on the part of 150 conviets to
escape from Trichinopoly Centra] Jail,

+D. 0. letter 0. dated
13th January.

14

15

Mr. Symonds’s firm attitude and decision,
which Government
No, 1279t June 1875, approved,* proba-
bly prevented a
more serious outbreak attended Ty
great loss of life, and that Mr. Symonds
has, on various occasions, prepared reports
and papers which have been described
t G.0., 18th August 1884, by GovernmentT
No. 1813. and by the head $
b 1A 50 1% of his’ department
as 1nteresting and
valuable. ~ Other papers of some merit by
the same hand may
§ G.0., 15th Dec. 1884, be found recorded
T EDd U sy 1585, 1 the orders of
No. 1840, Government noted
on the margin,§

50. On the 21st instant an order || 1ssu-
ed to Mr. Symonds

| G.O., No. 128, Public . .
dated 215t January 1886. 3 Whl(,h was couched
in the followmg
terms :—

“ The Inspector-General of Jails has reported
to Government. that on the 21st December last
he called on Mr. W. A. Symonds, Superintend-
ent of the Central Jail, Salem, to answer the
following questions, viz. :—

“(i) Have you had any communication
with the prisoner Howard, direct
or indirect, during his incarcera-
tion ?

“(ii) Have you paid his fine or any
portion of it P

“ (i) Can you explain the allusions in
Howard’s letter to your address
of the 17th December, and by
what right he addresses you in
such familiar terms ?

“Mr. Symonds, on the 26th December,
replied answering the first question in the nega-
tive, challenging the Inspector-Greneral’s right
to interrogate E.lm on the matters referred to
in the 2nd and 8rd questions.

“Mr. Grimes thereon again wrote calling on
Mr. Symonds to answer the questions put to
him without further cavil, and to state what
were the relations existing between him and
the convict Howard. To this, however, Mr.
Symonds replied saying that before answering
these queries he felt justified in asking the
Inspector-Greneral whether he charged him with
having relations with conviet Howard as a
defamer of Government, and if 80, on what

rounds.

“His Excellency the Governor in Council is
now pleased to direct M, Symonds to obey

implicitly and fully the orders sent to him by
the head of his department with no cavil or
reservation of any kind. His answer to the
questions put to him by. the Inspector-Greneral
and his explanation of the relations which exist
or have existed between himself and the convict




Howard

hands o©
with the least possible delay.”

51. On the
forwarded Mr. Symonds’s answer to this

order to Government.
its enclosure are prin
From H. R. GRIMES, Esq., Inspector-Geneml

I have the honor to forward,
tion of Government, with ref
No. 128, Mr.

orde
Svmonds’s replies to
me regarding the prisoner Howard.

2. Mr. Symonds denies havin

communications,
ment to take such
gt. The copy of the

16

must be submitted so as to reach the
¢ the Chief Secretary to Grovernment

96th current Mr. Grimes

His letter and
ted below :—

of Jails, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated Madras, 926th January 1886.

for the informa-
erence to their

r of the 2lst instant,, 1
the queries put to him by

g had any com-
risoner Howard during

munication with the p
his incarceration, also jes having paid his fine
or any portion of it.

deni

3. In reply to the 3rd query, Mr. Symonds
the allusions made

e to explain

states he is unabl
- 1 ’s Jatter addressed to him, or his

right to address hl
fact that some time 8go
prisoner when

him in such terms beyond the
he befriended the

in difficulties.

o remarks on Mr. Symonds’s

but leave them for the Govern-
notice of as they may deem

4 1 mske m

o Letter B, sco pars. 81 Jotter® addressed by the

5 dum. :
of Memoran um pnsoner HOW[[]‘({ tO the

Chief Secretary to &
which Mr. Symonds says,

overnment in May last,
in his Hth paragraph,
received by me.

he has appended, has not been
From W. A. SYMONDS, Esq., Superintendent
the Inspector-

Central Jail, Salem, to
General of Jails, Madras, dated Salem,
95th January 1886.

In obedience fo the order of Government
(No. 128 of the 21st instant), I have the honor
to reply to the queries you have put to me
regarding the prisoner Howard.

2. (1) Ideny having had any con.xm_unication
with the prisoner oward during his mearcera=
tion; (2) 1 deny having paid his fine or any
portion of it; (3) 1 am anable to explain the
- ons in 'his letter or his right to address me

in such terms, beyond the fact that some time
1 befriended him when in difficulties.
;i: Howard had seen better days, and Was
, and, having thus had

¢ me (I having been the Secre-
tary of the Friend-in-Need Society and of
the Madras Literary Society and Auxiliary
of the Royal Asiatio Society and otherwise &
public charaeter), he subsequently commu~
nicated to me somo of his grievances and

troubles.

3. T have now answered your queries, but T
have done so only as @ loyal subject and 1B
constituted suthority.

So strongly, however, am I convinced that
the principle on which I have stood from the
:oht. and that your action was an

oceasion to mee

first was y
T o~ of British right and usage, that

17

I feel I should h

to His E ave been justified i ;

need sngcillency tlze Governor-GéEeiglpeahng

admittin o the Secretary of State bor =

o gto your right to place me in tix efore

position {0 which such * categorical question.
g " might lead. gorical question-

4. I must now agai

e : gain, and wi i

En)ftﬁit ?Viml?“ what I cannot lgzhreagr({ o o
IJI'iSOHer aﬁdfn Whlqh You connect nﬁa witaﬁs the
tions wi’th hiYOur mmplication that I had the
ment 7] H .m as 8. “_def&mer of the aGr l’ela.-
g ells not in jail as such, nor overn-
your letéefsm ggt, to one not behind the £ ridsy
the Su eﬁnlt;e as if your accusation Werest(ffnes,
S Cha.rpe lgnc.ie'nt of the Penitentiary. h at I,
0% Wa% a Political conviet (which hg , having
Govemmepl;nwheg with fine for defaml}s not),
fine, and hud (which he was not), had »apdg o
ment ofﬁc?al C%mpi"m_lsed myself as af(}lovg;:t
“convict ” as sugh. aving relations with the

5. Ni
. relati(()):s ’:cha.t I have explained what
R with him were, and adverti -
8‘ddr%secsarence to the familiar terms in :vhl‘n a
e Ome,_ I may state that I can i
regardinp sifirsslon of some further info e
e ag Mr. Howard. Among the orrn
e g(?qvance-m'onger, he communié:: t(fie to
i [tues of his correspondence witle: .
e let ary to Government. I appe o
oy ol :e te;' u};:l wrote t};J that ofﬁcialpilzle Iif[la;
5 Y, you have m,

f-é;ir e:‘};:agertmg. language to é)zi'g:xf;matory
5 e . y its Chief Secretary a‘nd&ntha'B
i ts}111 hzequent “ relations of that v1‘1(i N
i i : m ?  Did he scout his oﬁa 5
Risoal a01111 1 forbid him access to his s
ol e Chief Secretary.granted the “Iére;sence ’?"
the. § esxreél mnterview, and many more Yute
b S and on p}1bhc occasions sh : handy

the “ conviet.” e

6. I could add mo

. re Were I 3
g’ ;Eetqfﬁcmlly, and hesides, Govggz Iggd{essmg

metimes a strange way of deali nt have
inends ealing with their

7. Olle word more

] and I h

gﬁdzr§tand that my recent tra.nsfearveﬁ. dome, I
i[fd:;g?“dfnt of Prisons for the ,‘1’%1 being
my hﬂWiDOt at of an up-country jail is 31111 ?f
gt L el
Thomas (si adra8 had acted unjustly b Bv-
Todia) (;lfnce reinstated by the Gover.x‘:my 3
zoosedi such personal motives influe e
gpparentn %S 310“; taken against me a?l‘(’le ?ﬁe
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y is release fi his earlier term of
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herefore, again be
fions (ii) and (111), and
. pu 3

I ANSWEeTLNng que stion (11), that

tion does not merely relate to Howard’s

i I 1!“""'; ., }vlﬂ to l'e:‘l:i'.-]j\
I ,».‘il.. and himselt

existing 1 .
ny per 1 uch might ¢ 1 ain the allusions
tained in tl part of Howard’s lette
17t !
‘6. Pending su h further action as the Gov-
'mmel ! ';\" 8841 { L:y'n' 1 ool !
to Mr. Symond eotively of such
: nishn 81 be called for on account of
3 1nsubordinat iduet already IE‘IA'-HMI. be
suspended t f orders as & punishment
r submitting t ad of 91?wi-~]u:xl"\'t 114
dience to an f Government, a com-
: ition the t which is happily unpre-
nted.’

54. On the 8th February, Mr. Grimes
ded “.(...u anment Mr. Symonds’s

['his is print ted below without

it »
PL : -
s enclosure however, as 1t was imma-

terial whether Mr. Symonds’s letter to
the Mad Times was il‘whll‘zll Or not as
explaine .! in the final order :—

From H IR 1\1} S, Esq., Inspector-General

£ J; L to the Chiet Secretary to Govern-
nt. Fort Nt George, dated .\]:uh':x-‘ Sth
l: bruary 1886
I have the honor to forward Mr. Symo
v to 3.0., No. 202, Mis., dated 28th Janu-

arv 1886, which I have received this morning

Mzr. Sy munt{a states he has nothing to add to
his replies to the queries put to him regarding
Mr. Howard, and respec tfully declines to answer
in future any questions of a similarly inquisi-
torial character.

The whole tone of Mr. Symonds’s reply is, I
regret, so unsatisfactory, it is needless lnr me to
1‘(‘;‘(lpitlll:ltl.‘ it.

In reference to the charges made by Mr.
&\nu:n(l\ against Mr. Goodrich, I admit hav-
ing receive d them ; I have Mr. Goodrich’s re plies
to those charges, but I did not consider it neces-

sary to forward them to Mr. Symonds, who, I felt,

had an animus against Mr. Goodrich for some
reason or another, which is now fully explained
in the 4th pdl"t"l‘dl)h of Mr. \wnund\ 8 reply.

The enclosures referred to in Mr. »‘\\numd\ 8
5th paragraph are forwarded.

From W. A. SYMONDS, Esq., to the Inspector-
General of Jails, Madras, dated Salem,
6th February 1886.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
the Proceedings of Government, No. 202,
(Public), dated 98th January lH‘W

2. I have nothing to add to my replies to
the queries put to me regarding Mr. Howard,
and [ must respectfully decline to answer, in
the future, any questions of a similarly inqui-
sitorial character.

I challenge the production of the “inde-
pendent information in the possession of Govern-
ment.”’

4, T fail to see how Mr. Howard’s statement
that “T would help him, and was bound to
help him,” affects the question of our relations.
Would the Government, I may ask, be w illing
to accept any statement Mr. Howard ml;:ht
make respecting their own relations with him ?

have further to observe that Mr. Howard’s
statement was made in answer to the ques-
tioning of Mr. Goodrich, a gentleman between
whom and myself there t]wu existed anything
but amicable private relations by reason of lns
having palmed of upon me & qumtlty of furni-
ture at exorbitant prices —]mcus, in some in-
stances, cent. per cent. above the prime cost of
articles \\'hid Mr. Goodrich had had in use for
years, W hich had been manufactured at the Salem

jail, and which he had not himself paid for at
1111 date of their sale to me. I may add that I
have since charged this gentleman with abuse
of his official position, as Superintendent of the
Central Jail at Salem, in the matters of manu-
factory credit; of the sale to the prison of
cow, which, within a few weeks of his transfer,
he had bought for his own private use ; with the
purchase of grain, for his domestic purposes,
from the ]ul contractor, for a palpably insuffi-
cient consideration ; with the infliction of illegal
punishments upon the prisoners under his care ;
and with various other misdemeanours. Hvu(e
information respecting myself that may r("uh
the Government from or through this quarter
should be received with caution.




also the Government will withdraw from thejr
further consideration the matters to which his
letters relate.

2. Mr. Symonds desires to add to his replies
to the questions put to him, his assurance that
since prisoner Howard’s recent incarceration,
there has been nothing to justify his (Howard)
addressing him in the terms he did in the

intercepted letter,
20U

3. Mr. Symonds further pledges himself, in
the event of the Government accepting his
retractation and apology, he will not give oceca-
sion again to the Government to complain of

E ¢ ar ] !‘\'t)"u 13'3 1 ."1'\" 108 lil'l wWI

1. meel anda ut t : ni -I o S ‘]L:.
o IA‘I 1:\‘ ""1 "‘u"!' to the l"ht‘»l 3§ 1§
irom my pub s | -
‘ /4 ! ¢ 3 | vl ypenaing
‘ adras i T D i

a (‘u‘l\' --f a :M‘Hl\‘l
a} L i o
, he refused to publish (2 de issue o1

:
: +or
first letier.

haree. 1 would bring

L

alled upon
called up - !
letter shortly aiter 1ts |

yrehe

1ey )llt‘{“

from the staleness _«-x’ th-’-‘
it to the k!llb\\'lwl}fv 4} 4
the then head q,-i" my
1‘lr‘llul'ﬂ!lv‘ll\.‘ 1|uuxx.1vl
Tennant, at the m-
stance of Col. Weldon,
this very

6. Apart, moreover,

3

Fovern

me for an explanation of 3
wublication, and that
i g intent
e - that its tenour and inte
1sfi both officers that 1t
a;x{nIL-"i both

t
thing more.

sronical and no
ironical a e 5
nable to understand 1n \\h.nu\\.x‘\
h g Howard of one of the

- Hiarv clerks 1.,_,?_1133 to ;m.\tlmxg \n)ulu
Penitenfiary .

were

7. 1 am .
the employment by Mr.

such employment.
S leenly TEET! _
8. While I deeply ré . iy
Yast lotter, I should unintenfiona
ped g En: '*.. the Government, there \
: b witd atience mus
Lot ot which human pdiu nee mu ;
ol \\;;f‘i\_ :1“ lla'ix'l't‘lu't', 1NS1S

- and I again, : E
“LL,'lI rt Government 18 not sumj ly

A
. but tyranmeal.

t that, ‘l‘_\‘ the tone of
lly have

s a

1 ier, but that
: 1d have ru{.‘.n-d earlier, but .}1
» 8 WOULL 1ave repil ‘ : 4

e t lf health, and that my time

1 N 3 1N VLA (324 nee i o ' ! :
g £y LL: up with the removal of my

as been taken U -, ‘

7 ily and "Il"V"" \,“I."“i‘\l"xl‘l ”.l" n l s IH](V
m“"‘-\ s 1diti l ‘Il“ ve }m(l gome ¢« 1fnentt)
. < ". ~t';l l. 5 8 0 . . -

S101. In additaor o ok s of 103

. laving my hands upo - o iy

m Ll,‘ -I;:‘ Y.'\‘_ 1[.;./,~{.\ 1'1/11.\, l,}\\h C. 1”“.‘1
.57'_ - a L1t . ot : ’

s Lt { my corTesp( mdence W 1th

cannot nna Iy e e

Tennant about those letters.

my suspen-

I
h

this letter, 111..\'
in Couneil
ing_: out t.”
reasons that ‘lwl His
to q-unsnlvr.un—
I's questions
oiying him

55. On l‘t'ct)iptw of .
I‘:Xt,‘vfpu"‘l\.'.' the (Jn\‘&f‘l‘lm:(‘i“t
had 1::1»\--1 orders, again
Mr. Symonds th‘r .
! in Counecl

veellency
e wtor-renera

swers 1o the l“‘“l" . und
. )t'l"lTiVVlV (':1”"d for, ' R the
L R rtunity  of withdraw ,1.1 <
a1 ODDOTLUL A Ny J allo »
‘.“l 1'¢l}t'l' .-\}\l‘v“hm,\' he llxi‘l' (tovern-
mpiro - p - . X
;."} 11f to use, 1n .~l"’“1\1“-‘—4 'l’ 1 jssued
mse o0y Aars had 188 3
s nt ; but before these orde Ilh ]1‘ low WAas
|15 U * i . g 3
lfl“ communication let” (General :
the - tor.(eneral :
received from the Inspector
COLVEC
s R etor-(rent
“RTMES, Esq., Inspe A
From H. R. HLI‘)[ (hief Secretary to (‘m\« n
to the 1l du{'ﬂl rlxri‘.h”l‘,‘,u .\.

ral
TN
of Jails, he Chief

nt k‘-)"' Nt ‘,re-nl;_o "
ment, Il :
13th February 1886.

honor to forwar
{s requesting perm

1 a letter from
isgion to

have the |
. W his

Mr. W. A. Symon¢

. without 1'~*s»-r\':;!i-11\. whatever .U;H\“‘
withdraw, “‘1:‘ . prisoner Howard may b
Mebhey oo m;,) s (Government, and tuwi.vm.,,'
oiven offence to 1 L;.. g logw for the same;

and ‘zémil.(.v,ua‘n} '“,-].m\kp imlul;’:'_‘m
(Governme done amiss ; begging

3 sincere
:

ing the - e
os for all he has

his eonduect.
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9 letter, whick h March 1882, or three 4. Mr. Symonds informs me he has sent his
' e . £ arci sy p st AR 7 .
. the same paper 10T 18th i n of my frst letter of apology direct to the Government, in

L1 SIILY 4 & 1 . yvication ) 1Y, il : ) 2 : :
lave later than the public 11_,“ bserve that order to save ﬁlll(:; 11(:\":1‘“1('16}55, I consider it s
lette The Government will ODSCEN f t.h ;
tter - 5 1 3 ndl he nrport o e
ehended the purg

duty to forward Mr. Symonds’s letter addressed
to me.

5. I have no wish whatever to injure Mr.
Symonds, and I sincerely hope the Government
will take a lenient view of his conduct. At the
same time, taking into consideration his
demeanour towards a certain class of prisoners,
notably Lingam Lakshmaji and Howard, I
think, for the interests of this department, Mr.
Symonds should not be permitted to remain in
it, but that employment, if possible, may be
found for him in the deparfment he was in,
prior fo his being appointed to this one.

From W. A. SYMONDS, Esq., to the Inspeector-

General of Jails, dated Madras, 11th Feb-
ruary 1886,

I have the honor to request permission to
withdraw, without reservation, whatever in my
recent letters regarding prisoner Howard may
have given offence to the Government, to whom
I hereby tender my sincere and sufficient
apology for the same; begging them to make
indulgent allowance for all T have done amiss
under stress of mind more easy to imagine than
describe ; begging them also to withdraw from
their further consideration the matters to which
these letters relate,

2. The only thing I desire to add to my
replies to the questions put to me is my assur-
ance, on my word as a gentleman, that since
risoner Howard’s recent incarceration, there
]]um been nothing to justify his addressing me
in the terms of his intercepted letter,

3. In conclusion, I hereby pledge myself that,
in the event of the Government accepting my
retractation and apology, and allowing me to
return to my duty, I will not, in any way, give
them oceasion again to complain of m y conduct,
but will use my best endeavours to prove that
their clemency towards me has not bheen exercis-
edin vain, I have been unable to take leave out
of India since I came to the country upwards
of five-and-twenty years ago, and about a year
ago I received a severe fall from my horse, which
must, I believe, have affected my nervous
system,

; 6
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hall shortly bave three months’ privilege
dm{ t\ffl:}:“f‘:}if w}{)riteh my health would doubt-
less be much improved.

96. On receipt nf‘this letteri {z'lll(%;‘uf.t:]f
full consideration of the t-us}e,\ fmnd:vi{,;"
leney in Council passed the follo gz
order :—

Orper—dated 18th February 1886, No. 383, Publie.
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Priehinopoly Jail, Oﬁf‘n}?‘ ;lglfln‘;'~1s lthf‘n Superintendent, tll;- (]lltl\unm« "tt- l::"ill: the

< i ot i did not more cordially co-operate w :
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10. Again, in the Same year, My, Symonds was severe

neglected ¢, leg-iron tywq desperate apg powerfu] dacoits, an Omission whiah led to
an attempt gt escape, to the death of one of the Prisoners, anq to the trial of ope of the
police on 5 capital charge. He wag then informed, wit, reference to 5 newspaper
article on the use of fetters, the existence of which he himself brought t, notice, that

contributions to the newspapers concerning departmentq] matters were entirely oppogeq
to good discipline ang must be interdieted.

11, In the following Year (1876) M. Symonds, stip) Superintendent of the
'l'richinupuly Jail, left the security deposit of the Jail contractop for more thay, three
months in the charge of the j

fry ailer who embezzled the amount. He wagq then informeq
'y Government that hig neglect of ordinary precautiong and Standing ryleg by placed
temptation in t]e way of a subordinate, and haq ruined a man why, had hith

an excellent character, The Government trusted that the seri

followed his careless want of consideration and breach of rules

warning without further condemnation op their part,

12. In 1882, My, Symonds, now Superintendent of Prisong,
to accept the Inspector-General’s Judgment in regard to a mgttey
administrution, and the Govemment, on t i ing
that his letters to the I'n.epector-General had been ip the highes
and disrespoctf'ul, and informed hip that iti
him to Very serious Consequences in the j

13. Later in the same year, the
General, found that My, Symondsg’

eport made by the Inspector-
particular individyals (ove of whom

conduct in Permitting” ceptain interviews between
was the conyicet Howard, a4, Holt) and 4 Prisoner
under his charge wag unauthorized by rule and indieateq 80 deplorable 5 want of
j udgment, under the Clrcumstances of the case, that Hig Excellency in Counei] Consj-
dered ‘it doubtful] whether, coming afrcr' his recent miscondyet referred to ip the
preceding paragraph, he haq not shown himself unfit for hjg post. He wag informeq
that he had ncurred the displeasure of Govemment, and that, iy future, ng Ieniency
would be shown him,

14. In 1885, however, the Inspeet.or-(}eneral reported that My, Symonds’ work
at the Penltentlary was left too much to subordiuates, and that it suffered from hig
devotion to othey pursuits,

g been g0 bad, the Government
his ocasion, but it g thought that
be tried, anq he was accordingly ¢

Centru} Jail, where, it wag hoped, he would hay
from his wo, k.

16, The inquiry int, Mr. Symondy’ past record having disclosed th
Serious offenceg briefly referred ‘to above, Hig Excellency in Coungil, putting aside
for the moment the insubordinate character of hat
put to him by the Inspector-GeneraI
Justifiable by such as the

answer them, Whereon he a

e fewer tvemptations to absent himge]¢

» and finding thoge Questions to he
lspector-Generg] was bound to put, directeq
gain denied having haq any relati 1

his incarceratiun, denied having paid any portion of hig
ssed himge]f unable tq explain the allusion in the letter to hig addresg

' Was found on the person of the time-expired Prisoner by the
Superintendent ,f Pri

eded to state that he understoo

the reasons for which ape glven jp paragraph 13 of thege
having eXpressed an adverse Opinion of the action of Government in a partic
and to speak of Goy nt ; 3

( 1N obedience to an order of Government, the tone of which
was happily unprecedented ; byt . 1 ] '
before them, ang wishing ¢,

again called on him to answer the Inspector-General’s question, pointing out that
these questions did not, as he maintain i

ed, refer to his Private acts, but to his relationg



B e T e ' -

O - :
o gl

with the conviet Howard, alias Holt which appeared to be such
could possibly permit to exist between the Superintendent of a .?:ﬂn:nf ‘;'gn!ent
who had been in his charge, without receiving the most full and minute explanm?:,:;d

19. To show that those relations were of no private characte :
and signed by himself, to the editor of the Madrag Times on beh:ffao;etrg \;'(nttgn
Howard, alias Holt, a prisoner under his charge at the time it was written, was re{’?"w;:
to, and other facts were mentioned which indicated that Government had t:,;rel
reasons which, in the absence of explanation, led them to believe that close relatiouspo(;
a compromising character, extending over a long period, had existed between ot

90. Tnreply to this order, Mr. Symonds answered on the 6th February that he
had nothing to add to his replies to the questions put to him, and that he declined to
answer any questions of a similarly inquisitorial character in future, and on the mention
of his letter to the Madras Times, he proceeded to raise a false issue as to his relations
with the press.

91. It may here be observed that from his recurrence to this subject, the Govern-
ment cannot doubt that I_&Ir. Symonds must have written anonymous articles in public
prints to which he conceived they had a right to take exception.

99. Although, however, with reference to Mr, Symonds’ censure on two occasions
by previous administrations for improper communications to the press, the Government
might at any time have found it mecessary to inquire into his relations therewith
His Excellency in Council has not as a matter of fact ever thought it necessary to d(;
so, and the questions put to him by the Inspector-General and repeated by Govern-
ment had no reference to that subject. -

93. After refusing to add to his replies, and after raising the false issue above
referred to, Mr. Symonds proceeded to speak of Government in terms even more
grossly insolent and insubordinate than those of his letter of the 25th January,
referred to in paragraph 17 of these proceedings.

94. Tt will be seen then that the indulgence of Government, extending over
many years and covering many offences, has been met in the present case by prevarica-
tion and delay, followed by outrageous insolence ; but finally, on the 11th February,
with dismissal staring him in the face, Mr. Symonds wrote withdrawing whatever in
his recent letters might have given offence to Government, and begging them to
withdraw from their consideration the matters to which those letters related, and
to permit him to return to duty. He further stated that the only thing he desired to
add was that during the convict Howard’s recent incarceration nothing had passed
to justify his addressing him in the terms of the 1ptercepte(1 letter. Further, in the
event of Government exercising leniency towards him, he made promises of amendment

of the same nature as those made in 1872, with the results shown in the résuwmé of -

his subsequeut services given above.

95. A more remarkable proposition than that contained in Mr. Symonds’ last
letter has probably never been made by a public servant w:hose conduct had given
dissatisfaction to the Government which he served, and that it should have been made
shows that his ideas of his position and his duty are so mistaken as to make his
retention in a place of confidence, similar to that which he now holds, out of the
question.

96. If at the eleventh hour he had thought fit to fully explain his relations with
the econvict Howard, alias Holt, who was a prisoner under his charge for six months’
in 1832, and to express contrition for having qomm_ttted himself in so unwarrantable
' a manner, he might conceivably have been retained 1n some less important post in the
| jail department.

97., As matters stand, from his earlier disingenuous reply to the Imspector-
General's first question which he professed to understand to refer to the more recent
imprisonment only of the prisoner Howard, alias Holt ; from his present reply limiting
his denial that compromising relations have existed between himself and that prisoner,
to that prisoner’s more recent incarceration ; and from his request that Government
will withdraw the whole subject from their consideration, His Excellency in Couneil
can only iufer that the worst construction must be put on those relations and treat
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