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Rules as to the ac
Civil Servants,

India Office,
London, 2sth J uly 1887,

Council, Fort St. George.

My Logy,

quisition of land, &, by

I have to acknowledge the receipt, through
the Government of India, of the Letter of your
Excellency in Council, No. 7, dated the 1st of April
last, submitting « minute written by Mr, Master as
to the ownership by his son of a planting estate
near Kotagiri on the N ilgivi Hills,

2. In the ninth paragraph of his minute, My,
Master raises g question of some importance pe.

ding the interpretation of the -grdeps of the

vernment  prohibiting members of the Civil -
Service from acquiring or holding lands for apri.
cultura] purposes,—the question, '
(to use My, Master’s words) “ the _
 Intended to be prohibited is not a mere personal or
- Individual interest, but extends to the acquisition
“ of land for any relative, more particularly sons,”

3. 1t is perhaps not quite clear in what sense the
Words “ for any relative ” in the above paragrapl,
were intended to be used. Jut taking them in
what appears to me to be their ordinary meaning, [
am of opinion that the orders of Government do
prohibit the acquisition or holding of lanq for agri.
cultural purposes by Covenanted Civil Servant for
a son or other relative, but that they do not prohibit
the acquisition or holding of land for such purposes
by a son or other relative, eyen although the lang he
acquired with money furnished by the Civil Servant,
Pprovided that the money was given as an absolute
gift, and that the Civi] Servant: has lond Jide no
interest whatever, legal or equitable, in the land op
its produce.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordfskip’s most obedient, humble Servant,

P

Mtk nam, - M ey




India Office,
London, 28th J uly 1887.

Public, - -
No. 18.

To His Eicellency The Right Honourable The Governor
in Council, Fort St. Geo_rge.

A My Lorp,
Rules as to the acquisition of land, &c., by I have to acknowledge the receipt, through
Civil Servants. the Government of India, of the Letter of your

Excellency in Council, No. 7, dated the 1st of April
last, submitting & minute written by Mr. Master as
to the ownership by his son of a planting estate
near Kotagiri on the Nilgiri Hills.

2. In the ninth paragraph of his minute, Mr.
Master raises a question of some importance re-
%t:)rding the interpretation of the orders of the

- Government prohibiting members of the Civil
Service from acquiring or holding lands for agri-
cultural purposes,—the question, namely, whether
(to use Mr. Master’s words) “the interest in land
“ intended to e prohibited is not a mere personal or
““individual interest, but extends to the acquisition
“ of land for any relative, more particularly sons.”

3. It is perhaps not quitg clear in what sense the
words “ for any relative” in the above paragraph
were intended to be used. _But taking them in
what appears to me to be their ordinary meaning, |
am of opinion that the orders of Government do
prohibit the acquisition or holding of land for agri.
cultural purposes by. a Covenanted Civil Servant for
a son or other relative, but that they do not prohibit
the acquisition or holding of land for such purposes
by a son or other relative, even although the land be
acquired with money furnished hy the Civil Servant,
provided that the money was given as an absolute
gift, and that the Civil Servant has bond fide no

~ interest whatever, legal or equitable, in the land or

its produce.
I have the honour to be,
| ; My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,
5 ; (Bigned) Cross.
: T
- 15876, 1,177i. -
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