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Letter from the Hon'ble the Colonial Secretary,

BACK PAPERS. -

Straits Settlements, to the Secretary to the Government .
G3.0. No. Deplrtmont. . .

Date.

, of India, Departmert of Reverue and Agriculture, ¥o.
b4 bty |

230 —¢ «

%305 517@/98 dated 31st July 1898,

2 - ;7;r
v l .

! (27 « 320- »-7

| 730~ e 25 &~7éﬂ

P
e

With reference to your letter No.435/20-2 of the

1st March last, regarding the conditicr of Indian Irmi-

grants on the Gula Estate, Perak, I am directed by the

&
FURTHER PAPERS.

Officer Administering the Governmert to forward, for your

informaticn, copy of a letter from tre “anager cf tre
8.0. No. Department. Date. ’ ' ‘

cula Estate to the British Resident of Perak, and of &

letter from the latter officer tc tre Rasident General,
Federated Malay States, to whom a copy of your letter

under acknowledgment was transmitted.

The Perak Sugar Cultivation Cc., Limited,

fula Estate, 22nd June 18¢G,

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowleage recelipt of your
¥o. R.G.0.526-9% dated 17th June 1892 ernclosing the
following:-

I. Copy of mirute hy the Residert Gereral, T.M.S.,
a ' dated 28th April 1693.

II. Copy of letter No.435-20-2 from the Offg. Secretary

to the Covermnment of Indiaydated Calcutta 1lst March 18¢8,
In reply to these, I have the honour. to state that

the 'strat' system on this Estate does not seem to be

understood.

2. The 'surat' is a ticket on the shop here for tre
.vaiue of, in the case of men, 7% cents, and of women,
%1 cents.
3. The coclies are worked in gangs, and a European
- " Assistant is in charge of from 200 to 300 men. The name

of each coolie and the amount of work done by him is taken

- down /




down by the Assistart who at the same time, gives out the
tsurats' to those who wisﬂ them.

Each Assistant also before going to the field at .
! p.m. evary day, gﬁes to the office where hé gives out
'surats' to those Wno have ngz been to werk.

it is his particular duty to see that every coolie
ras sufficient advances of ‘'surats' to kecp him well fed.
Tre Asgistart SOmetimes.finds it necessary, in the case of
tre more trcuhlesome characters, to stop a 'surat', hut the , _b
coclie bas‘the riecht to apreal tc me , and careful enquiry
is alwavs made into every case.
. Tre presént 'surat! svstem is most popular with the
ccolies. I offered them sometime ago to pay weekly Wages.
rut- they deciined, saying that they preferred the present
system, . I can state def?nitely that no coolie is ecver
ﬁithou@ifood on the estate. There are a few weakly men
wro do rot work for sufficient money to pay for their food
and whobreceive their 'surat!' only, as a reference to the
ray lists any month will show. Tec make a.rule that every
coclie shoulé get édvances to the full amount of his earning%
would make the coolie improvident as a number of them‘when
thej found they could receive in two days,‘enough to keep
fhém in food for a ﬁhole week, would decline to work the
otrer four &ays. |
5. My second objection is that the above system would ¥,
inerease tre numher of desertions. There is nothing makes .
a coclie so dissatisfied és, when pay day comes round,.to
find that there is no money coming to him. It is of no use
tc tell him tﬁat he has had advances equal to what he has
earned, that 1is forgotteﬁ by him and he only sees the fact
that ke has- been working during the month and the others are
getting money'while he is getting none. i

That my present system of food supply is a good one,
our racord for the past year, and up to the present déte
this year fully bears out. .
T our percentage of deaths for 1867 is 1.91 which is

lower than any estate.in the Peninsula.

..

[4

At nc period in tre ristorry of 'fula'’ tas Lhe deatlr
rate bhe:r so high as the average from the Province Vellisley

Estute

[&2]

for 18¢7. ° Our percentagse of daserticns is also
lower thar any of the 3 large sugar estatzss cmplorying
Tamil labour in Provirce Wellesglov. Qur dessrsiors for
tre year to present date are 43 as against £ at same datn
last vear.

Our death rate for the presert vear o dass is 17,
I nave, 2lc.,

S¢. Ythes. Royda,

" - -~
anagrer,

The Secretary to Governwent,

Taipeng, Perak.’

¥o.K.03,0,725-85, Rritish brcidercr,

Perak, 1Ith TJuly 1598,

Sir,

- Refarring to your paper €.S5.328-07 ¢n -tha surjoct
of tha 'surat' system on the Aula Estate a-d to my miruin’
thereon of ‘date 17-6-¢£2, I have Lthe “oncur (o encless coby
of a latter, dated 22.5-¢75, which tha Marager preomised
to ardress to me after his rocoent interview with me,

2. I think we may accept his assurance that 'surats'
are supplied daily and that no coclie on the Estate n ec
g0 withéut food for a day.

3. Trhe Government of India aprear to he uarder tre
erroneous impression that a coclio canrot obtairn focod on
anv days he does no work even although Wwares may he due
to him. __You will find from Mr. Bovd's latter that thris
is not so.

Pl

4, I will forward the whole of this corresponderce o

the present Acting Indian Immigration Agent and will
instruct him to inspect the estate and rzport in the

usual course,
I have, ete.,
S¢, V.P.Ireacher, .
British Kesident,Peral”.

i e Tececlder® LCfanaranl. RaRevatrad "Malaxwr Qtatnmna '
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Forwarded to the gcvermnment of Madras, for irformation, in ccontinuation

cf endorsement No.446/20-2 dated lst Yarch 18¢8,

% Lf&:_ l?w(, c
2 3-7‘5

By order, )

Under-Secretary to the Government of India,

Letter from the Government of Straits Settlements, TYo.

- 5176/98 dated the 31st July 18%8 and enclcsures.

L 1

G. 1, C, P, O—No, 1305 R, & A, D,—11°4-93,—3,000,
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