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Copy of (ommavlcﬂtlov referred to.

Principal Civil lledical Office,

Colormbo 2Yth ppril 18¢8.

Cholera at Pamban #nd on Coolv Houte.

Sir,

I have the honour to infom ybu that I have received a letter
from the Senior ‘‘edicecl Officer lerthern Province with one from the
Government feent Yerthern Province fo‘rlm relative to the outbreak
of Cholera which cormerced on 13th Febniery on the Cooly Route.
These Officials are esreed upon this point viz, thet the outbreak
can be traced to nine Cholers infected cecolies who escaped from the
Pamben Ouerantine place evd rejoined the coolies in the depot
there, then comiﬁg-to Ceylor znd infecting the Cooly Loute. The
Govermuent Arent seys "it is not possible to practically imprison
men at Pemben in the Quarantine stetion, zs the superintendent
there has no powers beyond those of persuasion and thet it is
doubtful if the Indien Covermment would permit any other".

2. Before September 18Y/ 'quarantine was enforced on coolies
arriving in Ceylon from Pamben when that place had Cholera, but
since then until very recently it has been relaxed as reliance '
was placed by the Ceylon Government on the proper working of
quarartine at the Pamben depot. In the face of the Covernment
peents remark, confidence has been lost in the effective vorking
of the Pamben establishment. For this reason, I have directed the
Senior ..edicel Officer liorthern Province to impose a quarantine
of three deys on all errivals from Pamben at Pesali as long as

Cholere cxists at the fomer place or at places three days' march

inland from there.

The Hon'hle,

The Colonial Secretery

Colortbo.




3. The Senior iedical Officer says he cannot effectively impose
? | quarantine at Pesali owing to the want of proper permanent build-
ings end asks for authority instead of land quarantine, to place
the Immigrant ships in quarantine as they arrive, this as he
states would seriously interfere with the shipping arrangements.

The alternative, which has my support, is that the Ceylon officials’

/' at Pamben should he invested with actual power by the Madras

PR T S e

‘r~~auu4“'”“*§ ?@overnment to enforce quarantine and segregation within the
‘ z Immigration depot of all Plague and Cholera patients and }
: suspécts, and so carry out the agréément of September 1897 ‘E
’ z absolutely, and I would respectfully ask that if this meet with g
your approval, steps may be taken to invest. the Ceylon officials §

at Pamben with those powers.
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| I am, fi-iC.,
(Sad) Mlan Perry

P.C.M.0. & I.G.U,
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| Colonial Secretary's Office,

3&T;--ﬁp’ﬂ\\vb ' . Colombo , May 1898,

T
3.

Sir,

In forwarding to you the enclosed copy of a

= @ e

communication received from the Principal Civil Medical

Officer of this Colony relative to the probable cause

v » of the outbreak of cholera at Pamben and the Cooly Route, ?
f | « 3 ! I am desired by His Excellency the Governor to request {'
? you to be so good as to say whether it is possiblé, and , 5
; r in the opinion of His Exéellency the Governor of’Médras %
% in Council, desirable to give the Superintendent of the ;
é Depot at Pamben the powers asked for to enforce | i'
3 quarant ine and segregation within the Immigrant Deﬁgt 3@

of all plague and cholera patients and suspects.

T
»

L ' I am, Sir,
v .
SN edient
id@i/iﬁ{v‘f ‘ Your Okedient Servant,
s I

| v | Q\(//

The Hon'ble,
The Chief Secretery to Government

Fort St. George
LADEKAS,

-
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SUBJECT.
PPl P irlelohioondbom DO RN, 3
Recuest of the Ceylon Government that
THe HowBLE 8IR HENRY BLISS, K C.1.E. the .ladras Zovernment should be em-

powere& the Superintendent of the

PPN rbndbeinnldR oS e Oriviem depBt at Pamben to enforce quaranting

4 ’ and segregation within the immigration

FOR ORDERS.

In-the current at & t’,hgm(;eyfm.
- Govt., encuired whether this Covt., Eon-
gsidered it possibléAand desirahle id'

empower the Depﬁt supt. at Pamben ﬁith
powers to enforce quarantine and segre~-ﬁ'
gation within the Immigration Dethuét

Pambeg)of all plague and chelera pa- .

tients and suspects. The reasons as-—

signed for this reference are because
the Geyleon Govt, enforced quarantine
up to September 1897 on arrivals from

Pamben)when cholera was reported to

be prevalent at the latter place, but

P~

from September 1897 till lately this

rastriction was relayed as the Ceylon

Govt., relied on the proper woriing of

cuarantige at the Pamben depdt.Gholera

o
having breven out #r the ccoly route

' last February it is alleged te have

been traced to nine cholera infected

cecolies who escap?d frem the Pamben

cuarantine camp and reicined the

cecolies in the depot, subsecuently

Affing




e

coing to Ceylon., in account of this I
cutbrea:: of cholera the Ceylon Cort. |
have impogsed cuarantine of three daysl
on all arrivals from Pamben as long as
chelera erists at thatAplace)or at
rlaces three days’ march inland from
Parben. The cuarantine arrancements at
Pesali (Geylon) are reported to be
defective/and the Ceyleon Tecal iedical
Officer has sugcested placing the Im~ |
migranyéhips in guarantine widkh ids~ ;
]

instead of continuing land cuarantine

iedical OfTicer of Ceylon has suggested

|

!
As an alternative the Principal Civil!
|

the procedure which is the subject of
|

with its attendant defective arrangements,
t*is current. §

2. The Collector of Madura vwas

directed to report on the arrancements

at Pamben)as there are no records on

the subiect in the ofrice)nor is it

wnoewn what the afreement of September
1897 is to which the Senier .edical
Oofficer of Ceylon refers in his letter
(an encleosure to & ). The Collecter of

wadura reports at ¥ that the Ceylon

irmicration Depft at Pamben consists of &
a shed accommodating 600 coeolies at a
place half a mile from Pamben, The
Dep@t is supervised by a Ceylon Covt.
Agent whg alsc has tc superviee at
Tatépar§§:#:o arrancements are made

for plague suspects, but chclera or

srall-pox suspects are placed under

observation in two houses half a mile
#

from the depét an@hare also lecoved afte
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-stated that vwhen necessary temporary

by patrols. These suspects underco 3 .
doys quarantine'aqd'they.are thorouchly
disinfected before being allowed to mix

with the healthycoolies in the depSt.

In addition to these‘two‘hoﬁses there
are twe hospitals for cholera and smdll.
pox patients a mile and a half from thé
dep8t. Sesideé_ﬁhq‘prdinary establisha v

ment for these two hespitals it is

watchers are emplcoyed. Thé.ImmigratiOQ?‘
dedical OfTicer visits thése'hospitalsy'
daily}and as an inducement to segregaef
tion, patients‘areifeported to get a o
daily batta of 2 annaé. Gholera patien

are quarantined for 7 days and smgli#‘
pox or measles patients for .18 or 20

days. The (ellector repprts that the

present arrangements have Worked‘fair:
well and té;nzé t@at the chances of in
fecézon beinéyintrpduced‘}nto Gejibnw
will be minimised ﬁf"thewgﬁﬁﬁ:‘oﬂ_lmm
gration is'given‘compuisorily»deteﬁt
powérsjwith regard‘to;suSPectgxfobjg

days and with regard to patients fi

e ———— 2

longer period. The quarantine of sugs
pects the 0011eéioi COnsidersréﬁo

beJnn‘thgvundarsﬁanding.thatfgufﬂig‘

accommodation-and batta for);pe‘c
i‘s' p%ridéd by the (;eyloﬁ Govt,‘. Mr.
Parﬁfiﬂgs suggests that the nuhgeiﬁf
watchers required wduld”be'rédﬁ6§dfif
a good prickly peér’fence was plaﬁtéﬁ
rcund the quaranpdiﬂe grounds, and Cdﬁ3l{

Cine: ;
sidei's that a small[;eﬁ %will be suffi«

cient penalty for a breach of quaran-

tine rules.
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3. In their letter at R the

e

¢ Ceylon Govt., referred te the ‘footinp of

the present agent Wt Puliben, but frem

the letter cuoteq by the eard of Hevenu

W

at .B l't- Will be seen that nething is
& vhoim a.bout the status of that indivi-
; ~ dual beyond the fact that he is a servant
k cf t,he Ceylon Govt, (V‘ldP para.3 of the
t ' \,e\,lc‘»n Gortrg letter at E ), 2s vas
.3

peintsd out to the CGeylon Govt,
Sof L %

in para,

A’s, letter at T ,emigration

toe Ceylon is a,b'solutely free and the

only lega,l qetentlon of emlprant.g wvhich

thls Gcwt. can enfﬂrca,;aa ‘under%the

Epidemic Disea,ses Act 1887. The sarine

Ceylen Covt, which nay leave ports in

“'the ..adras Presidency *.‘r-i“thgémig-rants for

Geylon from medical inspection on acr

‘count of plague.
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