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From Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. COOK, m.B, I.M.S.. Surgeon, 3rd District, to the Secretary to
’ : y

the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras (through the Surgeon 4th District)
] T1¢ N
GOVERNME With reference to your Reference on C. No. 604/1, dated th
. . , date o 3rd June 1898,
T OF MADRAS. , . on getting the G0, No. 1063 of 27th April 18981&1;:;: 3“3
P thth tll(lc above to report on, I was then Acting Surgeon, 4th Distriet, and as I already’had bergsn
o make enguiries on y suceessor was uite : -
LIC DEPA RTMENT /‘ advisable that I should retain the papers an quite new to Madras, we both thought it
: of the junction canal from the brid )
Rea ' road to the village of Mylapore, ridge at the end of Pyeroft's
p—the following papers:— filthy and contaminated by sewage; Il s::yng;r%; (;‘}flerﬂw{s‘ oftsev;a.ge between the above bridge
atri e residents of small vi
G.0., No. 1063 W, dated 27th Apri The water must necessarily be brackis mall villages near the canal.
pril 1898, eans a clean river.
As to the increase of elephantiasis in Mylapore during the past twent .
is established, and I base this agsertion for the following reasons :— nty years, I am convinced

dated Madras, 25th July 1898, No. 63.
honour, in the first place, to state that,
o the subject, and as m
& d make the report which I now am in a positi
~ A I have traversed the whole position to do.
—_— and there isnot the slightest doubt that the water of the canal is
and Mylapore; the banks are use
h by being connected with the Coo :
the former, in addition, being by no m um aud the Adyar rivers,
aitland rightly says in his letter (forwarded with the

Assrracr.—D
: ting th .
from certain inhab jrecting that enquir
itants of Myl ies be made int
on people and property in the) V?gt):i‘:yas regards the alleogefgeing;"?"ances set forth in
) Jurious effects of the jnnzt!inemon&l Surgeon- Lieutenant-Colonel J. M
—_— on canal report) * that it is quite gsoss}ibie to asc;.zr;\;zixé by e,nquiries the extent to which the disease now
prevails in comparison with other parts or Ma ras.’
Referen . _
Communi _ ce No. 1124 . This I have done by repeated inspections of Mylapore and by repeated intervi .
of the Gov G:lrr;xcated to the Surgeon-Gen y Publie. leading respectable residents, offidial and non-official. From my ins;):ction;nlei‘:f:snxtdh :ﬁa
ment Order, eral for report with great amount of elephantiasis that exists among young people at ages ranging from about Qeto 21?
reference to para . at one inspection there were ocollected for me, on & very short notice, about 100 people affect d
14tk May 1898 graph 4 with the discase, and collected by a few of the respectable residents, official and non-official ¢ de
Y . : o (Signed) great pumber of them—in fact, I can safely say, the m_a.jority of them—were young peo’lzn i‘
. A. R, KNAPP have been Surgeonll of the 1st District of Madras for eight years, and T most certainly egn;id
—_— Under Secr’t that there is more elephantmsis in Mylapore_ than, for lpstanee, Black l'own, and ook cortai fl'
etary, more 81DONg youryg people ; this of itself poiuts to the disease being on the increase for the plzgz
’ twenty years. . '
those whom I saw were obtained not only from

on my inspection, /
vts of Madras. The residents are quite willing for any officer or

From SBurgeon-Major-General (! SIBTH
. 0

with the Gov
ernment RPE, ¢
dated Camp, G of Madras » C.B.,, F.R.C.P
u tO R .C.P.I. Sur - :
B, Brunekal, Zlst Augu,st 18%l 3 thef Sf‘(‘:l‘eta!"v to g(jon General Mylapore but from other p# adra
8 No. Tour-2—44 overnment, committee to make 3 house-to-house visitation.
. I have made geveral inspections of the town by myself and have noted the PX'eVale
f
I passed through the streets. : nee o

I have the honou
14th May 1898, 1 ealll;gous;z';e ttl}:gfg on receipt of memorand
urgeon, 4th District i’; _“g\ No. 1124, Publie, dated elepbantiasis 88
> In whose Juriediction Mylapore Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonxel Maitland remarks: “that very few of the cases of the di
s which present themselves for treatment in the Madras hospitals come from Mylapore.” 18€a80
tiasis ; none I think resort to any hospitals

lies, to investi
. 1gate the mat
he might wi matter and submi
ght with benefit consult Surgeol,)f_nﬁg a report. It was also su
eutenant.C ggested to him that i
I presume he means people suf{;:ring IfI‘OIlI)l e}cc;phan i none
he leg or legs, bu only by those aficcte with elephantiasis of the scrot

i um,

filarial diseas
es a special stud ol
2. Surgeon-Li v ovel J. Maitland, wh
. -Lieuten ‘ » Who has m
with the question of the anrt C(ilonel Cook, in his report wde far elephantiasis of t ted
to determine whether th prevalence of 91°Phantiasisp- rt (copy attached), aft ] which can be removed by the kpife. 1t must also be l?{mrne in mind that Mylapore is very far from
although, accor ding to tg Camitl has had any infly n M)'Iapore, atates ,t b te.r (?ea]lng tl;e General Hospital, émd it ;vlc:]:uld '}zel“fmres&ngl to know bow many patients suffering from other
place, such , e evidence o ence on the i at it is hard disoases resort to the Gencra ospital O ylapore
) appears to be tho case f the respeetable and o lnf:rease of the discase I have been informed by 8 qualified medical practitioner and a gazetted publi
. ucated residents of th(; that, in his opinion, there are more cases of elephantiasis in Mylapore than in ¢ othe: ;:3: zﬁ
Madras.”
ad any influence on the increase of the disease (increase being

3. Bef()re .
sendmg this re
port to Govern
men ~
M-‘ ) l' Whether the canal has h 1
S acoepted) is a very hard question to determine.
inated ; they must be, as the canal skirts Mylapore, and

of his views
on the mai T sent ;
ent 1t to Dr
The wells near the canal are contam
1 and the sea, and most of the wells from which the

I questio _ .
n and attach a co Maitland for tavoup

of Governme
A nt. He te
possible the . states that ¢ if Py of his replv :
canal Produe); gégllllt’ as a result, get gﬁ poop le drink the wggrf(:)}the 1nformation
1t 18 impossible fpr antiasis, Water ma P allltlasm, but in no oth the canal it jg the town is situated between the cana
is too big to do (;;) ?Pe parasite which pZ’OdIZexeolate from the canal ie,:tWay could that residents take water are in the same position, percolation must therefore take place.
s . 2% 1C M .
ﬁopagatlon of eleph H,° ful'ther points Outetsht}tle“dweas(; to pass in ?ht_he wells, but Surgeon—Lieutgnan.t-Colonel Maitland states that it is by well water that elephantiasis and
ylapore, witho tP az}tlams and other f at “all the factors IS manner; it other form of filarial diseases are Qropagated, aud by the residents having pipe water to resort
quitoes, and (3) ut taking the canal into orms of filarial diseas necessary. for the to will minimise the {ncease of elephantiasis. esor
the water of th) wells adjacent to the Lo account, viz., (1) iufeét(ed( 8 are present ip But, ~part from the fact that many of the orthodox Brahmins will only use well water for
flourish in M ese wells without effectv uses. As long as peopl persons, (23 mog cooking PUrposes, pipe water for the residents is not always to be had ; it does not extend, I
ylapol-e, whether th ( ‘I\e_ bOlllIlg, so Ione will ple (iOIltlnue to dri ) think, to all the streets and houses of Mjlapore, especially in the hot months of the year, a;xd
4. T am inclige dt ‘ere is a junetion canal R will the discage conti rink when it does extend the water fails I am told, between the hours of 6 and 10 a.x. and 3 and
had any evil infly 0 agree with Dr, Maitl or not.” tue to 8 .., just the hour when it is most wanted.
ence 1n this respect, and and -de not think that Tf, therefore, the residents of My'apore are given ample pipe wafer, well water need not bo
at the canal has drunk or used for cooking purposes, although there are wmiany who won't, out of caste px-ejudxces,
use any other water thun well water- . o
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That the canal has had an evil influence on the disease, the evidence of the m

residents asserts and that it has been much on the increage sinee the canal w
elephantiasis in Mylapore was hardly known before,

This fact can be proved by the evidence of the reg ectable ang i
Mylapore, to whom I have talked on severa) oceasionsg, P Pneated eeidents of

ost Tespectablq
88 constructeq ;

; » and it is therofore certain that
the inhabitants of that dlstriet. stull resort

1t is very regrettable that a disease whic
well as other parts of thig city,

2. In regard to the second point in Dr. Cook’
the junction canal and the prevalence of elephantiag
question to determine.” I, this opinion T totally di
simple one. Tf the people drink the water of the ¢
elephantiasis, but in no other way could that cgng)
from the canal into the wells, but 4t is npossible for ¢
this manner ; it is t0, big to dp so.

In conclusion, I would point oqf that all the factors nece, :
elephantiasis and other forms of filarig] ¢; ecﬁs;fg;)ot;f: &ihgggp:agl:izon t}(::
canal into account, viz., (1) mfeg’ced Persons, (2) mosquitoes, and (3) wells adjacent to the hguses
As long as people continue to drink the watey of these wells withoyt effective boiling, g long will
the disease continye to flourish in My]apore, whether there jg a junetion canal or not’.

Mapras

9%h August 1898, J. MAITLAND

8 considera}]
to the use of unboiled wel] water for drinkig  oeber of

h is so easily preventeq should be go rife in &‘(lgyll)s;gf:e :r;

» 88 8 Yesult, get

. Water ma oreolate
he parasite which produees the dzlseasZ tl:)pass in

(Signed) ) M.D,, Surgn'-Lieut.-Col.,

Senior Surgeon,
\

OrpEr—No. 1111, Public, dated $]t August 1898,
Communicated to the Paplie Works

D .
of G.0,, No. 2063 W, datoq o7, April 1895, o With refereaco 1 Paragraph ¢
 (True Extraet.)
G. STORES,
Chief Secre lary.
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- Junction Canal by

Directing that eﬁqui o8 be made into the grievances set forth in g memorial from

certain inhabitants of Mylapore ag Tegards the alleged injnrious effects of the — on
people and Property in the Vicinity, '
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. -

Bujldings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following paper —

From the Secretary to the Junction Canal Memorial Committee, dated 12th March 1898

‘OrpEr—No. 1063 W, dated 27th April 1898.

i i in inbabitants of Myla
letter read above submits a memorial from certain 1n _ ylapore
in MZ&:aseone the subject of the Junction canal, the construction of which has, they

allege, injuriously affected them. They pray that inquiry into the matter may be
made. ,

PP
e L Y PV VPP PPN

9. The memorialists complain that they have been injuriously affected in the
following ways:—

(1) The canal holds salt water intermixed with sewage in a state of stagnation

and emits noxious effluvia injurious to health.

(2) Ina certain area on either side of the canal, it has lowered the water level

in their fresh water wells, so that they run dry during tbe dry season, and daring the
rainy season draw foul water from the canal by percolation.

(3) Ina certain area on either side of the canal
Jeterioration in the vield of plantations.

rent is estimated at Rs. 5,979 per annum.

(4) The supply of water for irrigation from Mylapore tank (commonly called
the long tank) has suffered from the leaky condition of the sluices which carry it
%

Aabaeaa
sada F OV VOV OO
R -l Asens

FROM
THE INHABITANTS OF MYLAPORE,

8“'_?% DIVISION, MADRAS CITY.
there has beena marked

The loss on this account in the shape of

TR N E——

across the canal.

(5) The large temple tank in Mylapore has been drained so low that the water

is insufficient for the annual festival, or for bathing purposes.

3. ‘Jhe Chief Engineer for Irrigation will investigate grievances

(1), (2), (4) and
(5) and as regards (2) will cause levels to be carefully taken to the [

; wells and tanks
adjacent to the canal 8o as to test the statements thereln made.

4. With regard to item (3)a general inquiry will be made in the Revenue
Department as to the alleged deterioration of the agricultural value of the lands reter-
red to, aud the statement made in paragraph 8 of the memorial as to the increase of
elephantiasis will be inquired into by the Surgeon-General under orders in the Public

& Department. It should be ascertained whether there has been auy increase of the
disease in Mylapore during the past twenty years, and, if so, whether the canal has
had any evil influence in this respect.

MEMORIAL ABOUT THE JUNCTION CANAL.

-

(True Extract.)

: N "«\, ) ‘\f/ v ,i" :’ ‘ /
M/ o 4 TS
' . Under Secretary to Government.
To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, %

4
ey

Revenue Department, with a copy of the memorial.
Publie Department,

, Secrctary, Memorial Committee.

Exd. Shaik Karim.
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To
His EXCELLENCY

SirR A. E. HAVELOCK, G.C.M. G., G.C. L. E.,
Governor in Council,

Fort St. George.

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitants
of Mylapore, a suburb of Madras.

We most respectfully beg to approach your Excellency in Council with our humble
prayer for the removal of the grievance which the excavation, through the heart of Mylapore,
of what is known as the Junction Canal has caused to us.

2. As was distinctly predicted by those competent to form a correct opinion of its
probable effects, this work has seriously affected our water supply for both irrigation and
domestic purposes, and our health and our property have suffered in consequence.

3. This canal which connects the river Adyarat the south end of the town with
the Cooum in the Government House compound, draws no fresh water, but holds only salt water
intermixed with sewage in a state of stagnation and decomposition emitting noxious effluvia.
From its low level the canal draws off the fresh water springs from a considerable number
of our wells, and the latter consequently run dry during the dry season; while, during the
rainy season, when the level of water in the canal rises, they draw its foul water through
underground percolation.

4. But it is not merely water supply but also the subsoil that is thus affected.
There has been a marked deterioration in the yield of our plantations, and in mauy cases
what were fine cocoa-nut, betel and plantain gardens now scarcely give any crop.

5. The contamination of water and soil as above described is of course restricted
to a certain area on either side of the canal ; but it is within this limited area that a consider-
able portion of the valuable house and landed property in this suburb is situated.

6. Furthermore, the irrigation from the Mylapore tank on which the cultivation
of paddy lands in this suburb depends, is likewise affected by the sluices which have been
provided for its passage across the canal being often out of order and leaky,

7. We submit herewith a statement (Appendix A) shewing the income derived
from our garden and paddy lands in the shape of rent before and subsequent to the excava-
tion of this Junction Canal. From this it will be seen that, while the total rental of these
properties before amounted to Rs. 6,923, it is now only Rs. 944. The difference, viz.,
Rs. 5,979, constitutes our loss in so far only as it is capable of being estimated in money ; but
there is loss not capable of being so estimated ; for, no account is kept of the produce used
for domestic consumption of kitchen and flower gardens and fruit trees attached to houses,
which are not leased out.

8. No doubt, so far as domestic requirements are concerned, the supply of Red Hills
water recently introduced may be said to supersede the need for wells; but very few house-
holders have service pipes sufficiently near their dwellings to command the use of Red Hills
water for all domestic purposes; the bulk of the population is necessarily to & great extent
dependent on its wells. It is moreover to be observed, that water collected in a superficial
reservoir and sent down over a considerable distance partly through an open channel and
partly through underground pipes can hardly be regarded so pure and wholesome as
spring water drawn afresh from wells. Its wells were the boast of Mylapore; many of
the well-to-do residents of the other divisions of the city used to obtain their drinking water
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from them; and it is a well known fact that the family of the Nabob of the Carnatic was
doing so; indeed Mylapore in days gone by enjoyed the reputation of being the healthicst of
the native suburbs of Madras. All this has become changed since the excavation of this
canal. In this suburb, sickness due to impure air and impure water was almost unknown;
one scarcely ever met with a case of elephantiasis ; now this disease has become a conspicuous
feature of this locality.

9. Another inconvenience to which the population of Mylapore is subjected by this
canal, is that it drains the large temple tank situated in the center of the suburb, which,
with the temple on one side and the regular lines of houses on the other three sides, prcscnt's
a picturesque view. The result is that the depth of water that remains in the tank is
insufficient for the celebration of the annual floating festival, as also for the people to have
their usual daily baths.

10. The ill-effects which have ensued by the excavation of this work were not
unforeseen ; they were fully represented Ly us and by the City corporation before it was put
in hand. We beg to crave the attention of your Excellency in Council to the report of the
meeting held by the Municipal Commissioners (Appendix B), in which was recorded their
resolution to submit to Government their © decided opinion” that the proposed Junction Canal
was “a most hazardous and inexpedient project.” As will be seen from this report, one of
the Commissioners, the Rev. Dr. Strachan, remarked that, if this work were carricd out,
« the fresh water wells in Mylapore would become guite brackish” and that the “ Canal would
be a pestilential incubus upon the health of the residents of Mylapore.”” Another Commis-
sioner, Mr. Krishnama Chariar, observed that it would become “a second Cooum.” The
President, Mr. L. Burrows, recorded his opinion, that the objections urged by the inhabitants
of Mylapore inan influential petition to Government were well grounded, and that « the
work would be a deleterious one” After what we have said, it is unnecessary to add that

our experience of the twenty years which have elapsed since the work was executed
bears out these predictions.

11. Our protest elicited from Government in their Order, dated 18th December 1876,
No. 3461, an assurance that ““ every precaution will be taken for providing that sewage shall not
enter into the canal, but shall be diverted into the natural drainages which now receive it,
and which will be carried under the canal.” The Order also assured us, that our *“ irrigation
supply from the Mylapore tank, where mtercepted by it, will also be provided for,” and that
“ preventive measures will be taken against the water supply or level of our wells being
affected by the canal.” We beg with the greatest respect to state, that these assurances
have, if at all, been but very imperfectly given effect to. The canal through its connection
with the Cooum does receive an admixture of the sewage of Chintadripet and Triplicane,
which drains into the latter. It has also become the receptacle to a certain extent of the
drains of Mylapore itself. The irrigation supply to our agricultural lands intercepted by
the canal is, as we have ventured to state, but inadequately ensured. As for the promised
preventive measures against the water supply or level of our wells being affected, we are
totally unaware that any such have been taken.

12. 1f any substantial benefit to the country at large shall have accrued from this
work, we would accept the resulting injury to our health and our property as a necessary
and unavoidable evil; but we feel sure that careful enquiries will convince your Excellency
in Council, that such is far from being the case. We here most respectfully take .)eave to
crave attention to the history of this work .given in an issue of the Madras Mail at the
time the project was decided upon. (Appendix C).

13. The Government had this Junction Ca‘nal pro_iect befotje them for tWenty-fwo
years before it was eventually carried (m.t as a Famine l.{ehef w«;r:c 1!1{1876;']77, Ix;:(z“i‘:;r “:“8;
this period 1t was discussed in all its varied phases as to 1t8 feasibility from the Enginceriug

-1t of view; but it no where appears that it was shown from actual statistics that it would
pott ol VICW;

y considerable extent a work of practical utility to the public,

prove to be to an
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14. The project was no doubt urged forward on general grounds in 1860. It
appeared to the then Governor, Sir Charles Trevelyan, that it was “ calculated to mitigate
the great and increasing dearness at the Presidency Capital of firewood and all the other
necessaries of life,” and to be on that account a work of a “beneficent and productive
character.” But it does not seem to have been considered what quantities of firewood and
other necessaries of life entered the Presidency Capital by the Sonthern Canal at its southern
limit and to what extent they would be cheapened by their carriage by water, instead of, by
road, from that point to where this Junction Canal meets the Cooum—a distance of 3 miles and
1,099 yards. Itis to be observed, that the morthern Canal terminates in the heart of the
town, and that the object, therefore, could not have been to facilitate the traffic which
entered the town from the north. It was not stated that the Junction Canal would facilitate
traffic between the districts on the south and north of the Presidency town. The fact was,
there was no such traffic, and the object was only to cheapen supplies of provisions to the

Presidency town. At this day, traffic crossing the Presidency town from the north or south
is literally nel.

15. When the project was submitted for the sanction of the Home Government, the
Secretary of State, Sir Charles Wood, observed :—“ I am not altogether convinced of the reality
of the advantages expected to accrue from connecting the two canals which enter Madras
from the north and south. For the special purpose for which the canals were designed, viz.,
that of bringing supplies to Madras, it is sufficient that they should terminate at convenient
points within or near the town. A Junction Canal uniting the terminal points might be very
serviceable to whatever through traflic is carried on between the districts lying immediately
to the north and south of Madras; but there is nothing to show that any such traffic exists of
sufficient importance to warrant an expenditure of three lakhs of Rupees for its accommoda-
tion. As, however, your Government are unanimous in approving of the project, and as the
Government of India also regard it as one which ought to be executed as soon as funds
can be made available for it, I shall offer no obstacle to its adoption.”

16. Although the Secretary of State thus gave a reluctant consent, it was not
found practicable to put the work into execution. Doubts and difficulties arose in regard
to its alignment, and in the course of the discussion which ensued, it was discovered that

“ unless'an ample supply of fresh water could be obtained (this has presumably since been
found to be impracticable), the Canal wonld be a nuisance.”

17. Iu 1866, Lord Napier, the then Governor observed :—* We know what sort of
a canal it should be; we know how it should run; and we know that it will cost five lakhs
(it has, we understand, actually cost over 7 lakhs) : but we still require to know whether
it ought to be undertaken and how it is to be paid for.” Eventually, all further action on
the project was indefinitely suspended, and the Government, in their Order dated 27th
February 1871, recorded their final decision that “the project having now been fairly examined

and submitted to the judgment of those wost directly interested and their opinion being
adverse, it must be abandoned for the present.”

18. The project was a few years after resuscitated during the days of the Duke of
Buckingham, when the famine of 1876-77 rendered it necessary to look about -for a large
undertaking that would provide employment to the people that flocked in considerable
numbers into the city in quest of food, and the strong-willed Duke with his characteristic
promptitude came to the decision, that it should at once be carried ont. It was accordingly
carried out as a Famine Relief work in the faco of the strong protest of those whose interests
were materially affected and the adverse opinion of the Sanitary and Engineering Officers of
Government. The project, it is clear, was not decided upon on its own merits, and it is
extremely doubtful whether it wonld have at all been thought of but for the famine,
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19. Upon the order of the Government on our protest, referred to in para 11 supre;
we at the beginning of 1877 submitted an appeal to the then Secretary of State, The Right
Honorable Marquis of Salisbury, and we presume that some communication passe:d between
His Lordship and the Madras Government thereon; but we have no knowledge of its purport-

20. We have shown that the utmost that was expected of this Junction Canal was
the cheapening of the traffic that entered the Presidency town from the south to the extent
to which it was likely to be cheapened by the substitution of water carriage for the town
road over a distance of 3 miles and 1,099 yards. Butif thereever was &ny particular necessity

to facilitate the traffic to this limited extent, it has to a great extent been removed by the
subsequent completion of the South Indian Railway.

9t. We have no means of ascertaining exactly the amount of traffic that passes
through the Junction Canal; but we understand that the tonnage of the traflic on the whole
line south of Madras at present is about {; of the total tonnage of traftic on the entire line of
the canal including the southern and northern sections, and that it consists chiefly of firewood,
cocoanuts and cocoanut and palmyra leaves. It is to be observed that this comparatively
very small amount of traffic on the southern section of the canal cannot be taken to have all
developed from its junction with the northern section; the traffic already existed and sny
increase that may have taken place in it from the excavation of the Junction Canal can be no
adequate set-off against the loss it has caused tous. It isa fact that ficewood and other

miscellaneous provisions continue to come from outlying villages on the south in bullock carts
and on heads of coolies by road.

99. Neither do we know the amount of revenue the Government derive in the
shape of tolls, wharfage and boat-license fees from the southern canal, and the proportion
thereof due to the Junction Canal; but we believe we are not far wrong in assoming that the
latter, after deducting the proportionate cost of maintenance, including establishment and
repairs, is insignificant ; at any rate, it must fall considerably short of our loss of income from

gardens and other lands, from the Junction Canal, so far as it is capable of being determined
by money-value, vide para 7 supra. "

93. We understand that one object the Government had particularly in view when
the project of the southern section of the canal was undertaken, was the provision of water
carriage for salt from the monopoly factory at Covelong about 15 miles south from the
Adyar to the Government Depot at Madras. But the manufacture of salt on Government
account at Covelong has ceased now for many years, and sach private manufacture on excise
licenses as was being carried on latterly has likewise ceased for the last two or three years, sv
that what small quantities of this commodity still continue to come to Madras by the canal
from the south are from the old stocks remaining unsold at that factory. The fact appurently
is that the wants of the Presidency town are abundantly met by increased manufacture in
northern factories. As respects the three salt manufacturing stations on the coast line
further south within a distance of 66 miles from Madras, viz, Cheyur, Chunampet and
Merkanam, the salt made at the first two goes southward and westward by the South Indian
Railway and that made at the last station, situated furthest, is supplied to the French Settle-
ment at Pondicherry. Covelong is thus the only factory on the south from which any salt can
possibly come to Madras ; but under the present altered conditions of trade with expunded

railway system, any salt that is likely to come to Madras from that factory, in case private
manufacture at it is resumed, must be very small.

94. We say nothing of the enormous amount of money which the copstruction of
this small slip of waterway has caused the state; but it is a matter now for the serious
consideration of Government whether the advantages derived from it are at all commensurate
with the cost which its maintenance entails.
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25. In conclusion, our humble prayer is, that your Excellency in Council will be
graciously pleased to direct enquiries to be made as to the extent to which the Junction Canal
is actually used and the extent to which it has injuriously affected us, and if satisfied fhat’. wo
have a substantial grievance and that the canal is of no appreciable benefit to the state or to
the general public, your Excellency in Council will order it to be closed. This measure need not
entail any cost on Government ; on the contrary it is certain to bring in a profit as a set-off
to a certain extent against the loss of the immense amount that has been expended on the
acquisition of land for this work. The canal may be divided into convenient building lots
and sold by public auction on the condition that the purchasers are to fill them in at their

own expense within a given time. As the canal passes for the most part through portions of
‘the town where building sites are greatly in request, the lots will be readily purchased. The
prices obtained for them will be the ultimate value of the lots when reclaimed and formed
into house or garden sites, minus the cost involved in filling in and levelling them. The

amount which the Government realise by this measure will, considering the rush there is
certain to-be for the lots, be by no means small.

26. We submit herewith a copy of the resolution (Appendix D) passed at a meeting
of our body with the Honorable V. Bhashyam Iyengar in the Chair, in accordance with which

this humble memorial is most respectfully submitted for the favorable consideration and
orders of Your Excellency in Council,
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APPENDIX A.

Statement showing the probable loss of income from gardens and paddy lands in

Mylapore from the Junction Canal.

s l‘:fv(:?‘;)f O] Antloum'i:(:;i
] a rent realis
f Name of the property. Exotgnt in | & before the Armotu nool | Difterence
2 Lang, | €¢ck| 5 cu}tmg?nhe rglli;:a?iw or Loss,
Q@ TO- 3 .
n pgrty. ?Os ‘(1)’:;:‘1).“
I .
Cawnies. ES. {A.|p.] Bs. |a.[p.] Bs. [a.]p
1 | Pandarasanadi Land 131 70, 01 O] 20| 0 O] 50 0 o
2 | Pallakumaniam 9 | 3| 1400 0 ¢ 100 0| 0] 300/ 0} 0
3 | Sri Kabaliswarar flower garden 2 1 60; 0 0] ... ~.-j--{ 60/ 0/ 0
4 | Parangi Pattadai 3 | 1 1000 of O ... |......}] 100 Ol 0
5 | Desikar Parangi Pattadai 5 | 2 ]75[‘ 0/ Of 10/ 0| Of 165/ 0] 0
6 | Balakrishna Parangi Pattadai do 0 50 0/ 0 ... |...|..] 50, 0 0
7 | Janika Raman Thotam, Municipality ..| 6 ' 20 11 7000 0f ... 1.1.] 700 0
8 | Tholukachi Thotam .- 3 1 ! 70{ 0 0f 1000/ 0f 60/ 0/ 0
9 |Balakrishna Bangalow and garden...| 2 | 2 ‘ 2000 of ... |..[..] 200 0
10 | Soldar Pattadai ' 5 | 2 175 Ol o..J....J175 0 0
11 |Madura Pulam 4 3 ’ 120 0 O 35/ 0] O} 85/ 0 O
12 | Etti Pattarai 21 2 90, 0 Of 20 0} O 70| O O
13 | Andi Maniam 5 | 1 1401 0 0 ... |......| 140 0 O
14 | Patti Pulam 131 2 40{ 0 of .. 40! 0| 0
15 | Paranathalai 1 1 350 0, O] .. 35 0/ 0
16 | Sri Desikar Maniam 2 1 56/ 0 Of .. 56| O O
17 | Motachi Pattarai 5 2 175 0y 0] .. 175 0f O
18 | Sepan Pattadai el 10 4 350 O} O} .. 350, 0 O
19 |Thotakadu Medu, night soil Depot ... 28 .. R R
20 | Balakrishna Mudaliar garden o6 12 120 o of .. 120/ 0] 0
21 { Kodamaniam 1 1 351 0/ 0] .. 350 0
22 |Tambiappan Pattadai
23 Deo.
23 Do. 14 | 4 300/ 0, 0 300, 0| 0
25 Do. ' I
26 | Bangalow Thotam 3 2 700 Of . 701 00
27 [Odar 2 .. 2000 f ... [..]..] 20,00
28 | Valliswarar Thotam 5 2 100, 0, O] 60 Ol Of 40 0 0
29 | Thotam, Rangachari 2 | 1 700 of ... L.} 700 0
30 | Vasanthi Pattadai 5 2 | 140 0] O} 60] O] O} 80/ 0; O
31 |Thotam Vethappen 159 1 1140, 00 O 60} O Of 80 O O
32 |Garden, Ramacheudra Row 2 1 35 00 0f ... 1..\..1 8500
33 | Valluvan Pattadai 13| ... 35/ 0 (f . 35 0 0
34 [Garden (Velliswarar) 1 1 2000/ 0f ... |..J...] 2000
35 |Labbai Thotam 12 4| 1350 0 o 100/ 0 0f 250, 0/ O
36 | Eluppa Thoppu 28| 1 1000 0} O} ... |.......; 100 0| O
37 {Kabaliswarar Garden 25 1 35 0,00 ... |...1..] 8500
38 Do. Bangalow 10 2| 2] 38500 .. |.1.] 8500
39 |Manam Patrai 9 3 | 250| O] O 100( O] O 150; O} O
40 |Kallikattai Land 2 ... 40,0000 20 0/ of 20 0 0
41 | Elupa Thopu 24 1 80 0 Of ... |... ...] 800 O
42 | Valluvan Pattadi 3 9 golool...!.1..}) 9000
43 | Kalli Pattadai 2 1 60 0! O 20 O Of 40 O O
44 | Panjanga Maniam 13101 45 0/ 0f 20 0 0 25 00
45 | Sachithananda Mudaly garden 24 1 70, 0, 0 40, 0 O 30 O] 0
46 |Tambiappan Pattadai g1.. 18 0] of 10000 800
47 | Kasavaperumal Land O, 10000 4009 600
48 |Sathan Pattadai 20 4 142000 Of ... |.......] 420/ 0] O
49 |Thambiappan Land 7 1 2 180/ 0 of 70| 0 of 110/ 0| O
50 | Patti-Pulam 21 | 2 | 70 o" o .|| 7000
Carried over...{ 1994 { 73| 6 15134 O! 0 759 0]‘ (?14375 00




" APPENDIX B.
. s THE MADRAS MUNICIPALITY.
. ( ,".
Yool = . ‘Amnu.n;'o cot | of ﬂ _
| Extend "f'lll“; :_%, “ll:lonr:‘l‘he' ?;2:20‘; D‘“ﬁﬂ‘f . : A GexNeralL MEeTiNG of the Municipal Commissioners was held on Wednesday 20th
3 ' H Q . ry . .

. z Name of the property. . ,:1(\(1 \“:ol: s ‘;t"il‘:";:ﬁcm realisce - December 1876 at twelve noon. lhe.re were present Mr. L. R. Burrows, Acting President,
E ":ny ] Canal- : : the Rev. Dr. Strachan, Mr. Vencatramiah Garu, Mr. Vanugopaul Charlu, Mr. Soomasoondrum
& \ - - "T /'\ el gs. A p) rs. AIP r Chettiar, Mr. B. Lovery, Mr. Rungiah Naidu, Colonel W. S, Drever, Mr. Theroovengada

T (‘.swnm.‘l\ | k8. A T ! 375 0| 0 0 Moodelly, Mr. C. Grant, Mr. Krishnamah Charriar and Mr. J. Hamnett,
759/ 0 0 ‘
' 731 6 15134 0. O T \ .
\ Brought Forward... 1994 .1 3 “. ‘ 70" od ... L. The sixth subject was an order of Government directing that the Junction Canal
‘ | Thalai 2} \ 2 ‘\ 7“‘ 0 ‘ | 0\ 0 3 between the Adyar and Cooum rivers be commenced as a Famine Relief Work.,

51 | Amman Koil Thala : l\ - | 0 0o 40 O g
= Chary ‘Thotam, night sor ; | 0, 0 100 0 . . .
?é Aru%t%?,t Chary ’ v ‘?i \ % ‘.‘ 1 lﬁi‘ 0 ‘.."'-0 1(1;)1 8§ 0 ' The President observed that as this was an tmportant subject he would like to know
?)4 Chunnambu Kalava o 2§ 1 ‘ 175 0 15 0 140, 0, 0 if the Commissioners had anything to say respecting it.
55 | Arthajama Thotam R . 1400 O = R
56 1&.“'““{('1‘“0@‘“ ‘\ 3 ] 1 : gg! 8 \ 80 (()) g The Rev. Dr. Strachan remarked that it would be pernicious and useless to carry out
- . al ' ' : b . . . . s
;'é i)g:\‘;ah,ol’illa Kolai ! g 1 ll i . 100 0 RS lgg. o0 2 this work. The water was not fit for irrigation or domestic use, and if the proposition should
50 | Samathi Pattadi l\ oi 1 \ .. 500 } g0l 0} 0 | be carried out, the fresh water wells in Mylapore would become quite brackish. It was there-

(aliva Modu p I 80 0 b =l o 0 .. . : , . .
((‘;({ ‘]‘yaa‘;?udalia!‘ Garden ‘; = | & “ 1051 0 - ‘(())?)\ ol 0 fore pernicious to open out a work which would do more harm than good. It was also a useless
62 ! Picha Pillai Pattadai \ 34 g 100 O . 35 0 0 measure to undertake the work. If 10,000 persons were to be engaged on the work, the
63 | Luxan Pattadai ?i 1 l 351 0“ o 70! 0| 0 moment it is commenced some 40,000 thousands would come forward. In this over-crowded
64 | Soolai Pulam . 0 1! 00 T 35 0] 0 2 city where disease and pestilence were staring us in the face, he did not think it wise or pru-
o jivarthan Pattadai 0 , y :
65 'llfl«lma:;’;; Maniam 1 1 35! \ 0 1 dent to proceed with the work. It was stated that the object of the work was to bring food
(()ig Palbla Pattadai, Hon’ble Bhashyam, 9 | 175/ 0 L 1'(1):; g 0 i into Madras. Dr. Strachan thought that this difficulty was overcote by the establishment of
68 Iy engar ... 3 2 ‘\ 105 Il 1 60\ ol 0 g the South Indian Railway Company. The Canal would be a pestilential incubus upon the health
69 Do. Venkata Varadia Chettiar 2 1 | 6 \ 35 0 0 b f th idents of Mylapore, and it would be neither useful nor ornamental.
70 |Shaku Mastan garden land ‘ 1* 33| 0 3:;! ol o of the res ylapore,

3 M d l' I lan e £ .
'Zi; iq(?)?tlaiblll{b(:ﬁya udaha: '| 3 1. :;’0 g 70\\ g (()) g Colonel Drever in seconding Dr. Strachan remarked that cholera was rife now, and
78 | Do. (Vengdasubu Chetty ] gi 1| 35 O RN e 35; 7 that between 40 and 50,000 persons were fed daily. It was wrong in principle to bring more
74 | Rangian Thotam... \ N ’| - : down into Madras, and if this work was proceeded with, he thought that things would come
‘ t .{ o .
| \ to a worse crisis.
f 944 O ’
TO’!‘AL...*\ 2501981 8 6923i 0 \ l :

Mr. Krishnama Chariar also strongly deprecated the idea of opening out this work.
If this work was carried out, he considered that Madras would have a

second Cooum, and
moreover he did not think that it would be a financial success.

Mr. Hamnett remarked that he did not think that the Commissioners should consider

the financial poiut of the undertaking. Government no doubt, he said, must have obtained
the advice of the proper officers on the subject, and they

must also have had the opinion of the
2 8 Sanitary Officer.

Mr. Burrows said that there was no doubt that the Sanitary Officers of Government
must have given their views on the subject.

The Commissioners would have been placed in a
better position if the report of the Sanitary Officer was communicated to them, Viewing it
from a non-professional stand

-point, he considered that the work would be a deleterious one.
An influential petition was forwarded to Government by the inhabitants of

Mylapore, and he
cousidered that their objections were well grounded. Mr. Burrows thought that the canal
would be a bad thing for the town. It was then proposed by Rev. Dr. Strachan, seconded by
Colonel Drever and carried :—

That the Commissioners desire with all deference to the Government to state their decided
opinion that the proposal to form a canal between the
Work, is,

et

Adyar and Cooum rivers as a Famine Relief
tn the highly insanitary condition of the city at present, a most hazardous and
wnexpedient project, and they would earnestly urge its being finally abandoned.
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APPENDIX C.
HISTORY AND VALUE OF THE JUNCTION CANAL,

(4s given in the Madras Mail when the cutting of the Junction Canal was decided upon) .

We have ascertained that the sudden resolution of the Madras Government to
commence, and carry sharply through, a canal of about four miles in length to join the Sadras
and Cochrane canals is not regarded with approval by officers of the Department of Public
Works. The pressing necessity of finding work for the thousands of people who are friend-
less, homeless, and starving in the town, is denied by nobody ; but the work which has been
selected by the Government for their relief, will not, it is apprehended, yield any fair return
in any shape to the State. We have repeatedly had occasion to urge that the Government
should not be so appalled by the trying circumstances of the moment, as to lose sight of the
importance of obtaining some valuable result by their violation, under dire compulsion, of the
maxims of politico-economy. In all probability the distress resulting from failure of crops
will come to an end in six or seven months atthe latest, and it is a matter of the first importance
that when the cost of combating famine is totalled, we may, with some degree of complacency,
regard the creation by famine expenditure of works likely to contribute to the well-being of
the country at large. The recent revelation by the Government of India of the critical state
of the Imperial finances, and the warlike outlook in Europe and Central Asia, prove that the
present is a singularly unfortunate time for the occurrence of famine ; but the very stringency
of the finances should warn the Government so to expend money in the relief of distress as
to achieve some permanent good for the country which may be accepted as a fair compensa-
tion for an unwelcome and untimely but unavoidable outlay.

Regarded not only as a relief work, but also as an undertaking affecting the eventual
well-being of the Presidency Town, the Junction Canal project has not much to commend it.
For two and twenty years has the proposal to effect the union of the canals been before the
Madras Government. The expenditure of time, ink, pens and paper in reporting upon it, has
been enormous, but the more it has been looked at, the less has it been liked. To Licutenant
CaaMBERS, R. E., belongs the honor of having prepared the first of many surveys and estimates
for it. This officer was Superintendent in 1854 of the Sadras canal, and he proposed to carry
the Junction from Sadras to the Adyar, through the compound of the house now occupied by
Mkg. Gusaruree Row, and thence to Nungumbaukum and the Cooum. His estimate was rupees
2,68,000 exclusive of compensation for damage to property. Captian CoLLyer, ®. k., followed
with a modification of Lieutenant CaAmsrRrs’ proposal, in view to avoiding the destruction of
valuable house property in Nungumbaukum, and suggestions were approved by Colonel
Lawrorp, R, E., Captian JOHNSON, R. E., and Lieutenant SANkey, &. k. Three years slipped away;
much was written; nothing done. In January 1857, however, Colonel ArTHUR Corron, k &,
by order of Government, reported upon the several proposals before them, and characteristi-
cally condemned them all.  He urged that “whatever the cost may be, we ought to carry the
canal where it is wanted,” and with this truism as his motto, he proposed that the line of
canal should pass through Puon’s gardens at the Adyar, through the fields and gardens east
of MowsraY’s road, through the compound of the house lately occupied by M. Org, and now
by Colonel Hanps, on to Royapettah, passing the Club Chambers at Parrer’s gardens, through
the Breun’s grounds, across the Mount Road by Suaw’s shop, and thence into the Cooum close
to the Mahomedan burial-ground. He advocated a high level canal, 10 feet above mean sea
level, provided with locks; and he proposed that water should be pumped intv it by a steam
engine as required. The estimated cost was rupees 2,93,000 including compensation for
damage to property. The Government ordered the Water Supply Committee to report upon
Colonel Cortox’s Report ; but a few days after the order was published, the Mutiny broke out,

- and the Committee delegated their duty in the matter to Me. Kennepy, c. E.  That gentleman

then prepared plans and estimates in accordance with Colonel Corron’s suggestions, though
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he did himself not approve of the Colonel’s high level idea, and was in favo but no
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canal on the same line. Two years more passed ; good deal more reporting went &%
action wa taken,

eal of &
4 bene-
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Then Sir CuarLes TrEvELYAN appeared on the scene with the proverbmfl %
new broom. To him the proposed Junction Canal commended itself as a work 0 A
ficent and productive character” that was © calculated to initigate the great and ‘.ncn His
dearness at the Presidency capital of firewood and sll the other necessaries of life. b
Excellency, in a Minute, stated that the work * onght to be undertaken witho-uh delay )a ! on
direct action of the Government.,” He pointed out that ¢ upwards of 60 miles of cnnmeng,
the north, and 40 miles ou the south of Madras, have slready been made by the (}oveﬂ: nera-
and the whole of this long line of navigation will be rendered more useful aud f;‘; ards
tive by the construction of this connecting link which will be only 3 miles and 1.0 fit Zf its
long.” “Itis not right that the State, that is the public, should lose the bene ' the
-large previous oatlay for waut of the small additional expenditure required to cont ment
existing lines of navigation on the north and south of Madras.” Thereupon, z}.;e Gover® ap
ordered Colonel Brii, their Chiof Engineer, to prepare the necessary working pls,n8£ the
estimates for the projects referred to by the Governor “to be undertaken at the cost © the
Btate, viz,, the Junction Caral between the Cooum aud Adyar, and the canal from ot
Medical College at the south-east end of Black Town to the Light-house.” And w0 Prgt;or
was Sir CHARLES TREVELYAN, that Colonel Brii was directed to report withont waiting ot
details, the probable amount, which could * be expended on these works within the curl‘:i‘
official year.” His Kxcellency requested the “ general sauction” of the Government f)f In >
to an expenditure of a lac in the current year, “ pending the submission of detailed est‘m?tes;,o
‘The Supreme Government approved of the proposal, but owing to their want of m,ghortt)"]
give sanction, referred it to the Home Government for orders. In January 1860, the dcw,‘ ’;e
plans were submitted by Mr, Kuxngpy together with an estimate of rupees 3,58,300. lld
Government being of opinion that “this work does not yield in importance to auy that cot ”
be proposed, and that measures ought to be adopted to secure its early communcemcnt;.
approved of the plans, and entered the estimate in their Budget of 1860-61, But Sk CA RLES

Woop, Secretary of State, did not share Stk Cuaries TREVELYAN’S enthusiasm about the work,
for in February 1860 the former wrote ;—

“I am not altogether convinced of the reality of the advantages expected to accrué
from counecting the two canals, which enter Madras from the north and south. For the 5P€
cial purpose for which the canals were designed, tiz, that of bringing supplies to Madras, 1t
is sufficient that they should terminate at convenient points within or near the town.
Junction Canal, uniting the terminal points, might be very serviceable to whatever through
traffic is carried on between the districts lying immediately to the north and south of Madras
but there is nothing to show that any such traffic exists of sufficicnt importanco to warrant 8%
expenditure of three lacs of Rupees for its accommodation. As, however, your Govemmcnt‘
are unanimous in approving of the project, and as the Government of India also regard it 88
one which ought to be executed as soon as funds can be made available for it, 1 shall offer 10
obstacle to its adoption. It will be for you to determine whether the requisite funds can be
spared from the amounts to be hereafter aunnally placed at your disposal for expenditnre 08
Public Works.”

The ardour of the Madras Government was not, however, damped by this judicious €X*
pression of doubt, but Mg. KeNxgny was ordered to commence operations, and with the sanctio®
of the Government of India, rupees 1,50,000 were placed at his disposal for the purpose, That
gentleman thereupon began to mark out the route and to clesr the line, when some one sug”
gested another trace nearer the sea; and the Government ordered M. Kxnnuuy to pause while
they set to work talking about the rival projects. Their Chief Engineer, Colonel Hogusiry, #-8»

reported most unfavourably upon the suggested coast line; but the Government Wer®

by no means satisfied. But they paid that officer the very poor compliment of colling
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f:is report & “very summary one.” At the same time they gave a cuff to Mr. Kexnkpy

whose estimate for the purchase of the land by the route proposed by him is much ander-
sf:nted ;” and they concluded a waspish Order by stating that “the Chief Engineer is accord-
ingly requested to have the examination made by a competent officer, whose report should be
laid before Government, accompanied by any remarks which Colonel HorsLeY, on further
consideration of the subject may wish to offer.” Dg. Daoreng, c. £., was now called in, and he
prepared fresh plans, and a fresh estimate (Rs. 4,36,975) for the inland line,
forwarded this estimate, and in a review of it cut down the cost to Rs, 3,86,000, and calculated
the expense of the alternative coast line at Rs. 5,00,000. The papers were then referred to
Colonel Runpari, . 1, who drew up an elaborate history of the whole subject, and gave his
adhesion to the inland line. But as all the “ doctors differed,” Sir Wirrian Drnisox, k. 5.,
the new Governor, who had just arrived, ordered the papers to “ lie over.”

Jolonel Horspyy

A month afterwards His Excellency took the matter in hand, and returned to the
proposal made in 1856 by Lieatenant Cuaxsgns, chiefly with a view to .the water supply of
Madras. In June 1862, the Government returned to the attack, adopted a scheme for a high
level fresh water canal, and ordered Mr, Kennepy to prepare plans and estimates. The order
was DeNisoniaN, and, according to Mr. W. Frases, e. k., “a grave misconception pervades
the whole.” Mr. Kexnupy thereupon reverted to Colonel Corron’s plans, supplemented by
a scheme for filling the Mylapore and N ungumbaunkum tanks, and estimated the cost at
Rs. 7,50,000. But the Government passed no order on the subject, and the question remain-
ed in abeyance until January 1864, when the Government of India inquired what were the
obstacles that prevented “the carrying out of the sanctioned extension from the Adyar to
the Cooum.” Another period of inaction now ensued, until March 1865, when M. Fraser,
was appointed Saperintendent of the Hast Coast Canal, and was directed to consider the con-
struction of a high level fresh water canal from the Adyar to the Cooum in connection with
the water works and obher projects. Nothing seems to have been done until < the approach
of the famine of 1866,” when, according to Mr. Fraser’s account, “the preparation of the
plans of the Junction Canal was hastened for the purpose of supplying unskilled labour for the
People who were expected to crowd into Madras.”  But “ 3¢ was subscquently considered that
wnless an ample supply of fresh water could be obtained, the canal would be nuisance, and the
preparation of the plans was ordered to be suspended.”

This was ten years ago. Again, famine approaches. Again, is the Junction Canal
thought of for “ purpose of supplying unskilled labour for the people who crowd into Madras”;
and on the 29th ultimo, the present Government ordered “the District Engineer to take
immediate measnres for andertaking the opening of the canal as a Famine Relicf Work.”
We learn that :— The line to be opened is that accurately described in paragraph 4 of Mr,
Fraser’s Report, recovded with Government Order No, 1585 of 1stJ aly 1870, Bat it is
determined that it shall be straighteued through the Chepank Park, but so that its central
line shall not be nearer the frout of the Revenue Board Office than 40 yards. This section
will be laid out, without delay, for inspection and final approval. Commencement will also be
made at once with laying out the line of canal from the Adyar end ; and it will be surveyed
and levelled accurately ; and schedules of the land required to be tuken up prepared without
delay so as to admit of the Collector taking the necessary means for valuing and acquiring it.

The canal will be laid out for a bottom width of 20 feet, and depth of 44 feet below mean sea
level, and slopes of 2 to 1 ; 10 feet span will suffice for all overbridges.”

Mr. FRaskr’s estimate was Rs. 5,02,877 ; he stated in his report that the “articles
of produce” conveyed by the Sadras canal are * principally firewood, dressed and undressed
stone, rice, cocoanuts, palm leaves, &c.” That is all, His line leaves the Adyar river, opposite
the outlet of the Sadras canal, is carried throngh Puaw’s garden, thence to Yellapathamada
Covil road, across Lus Church road, near the house now occupied by Mr. Maubs, thence to ,
the Mylapore road, Barber’s Bridge road, through Kistnampet, across the Ice House;oad, past
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APPENDIX D.
17th May 1896,

A public meeting of the citizens and landholders of the 8tk Municipal Division was
held yesterday at 7 a. m., at the Athenmum Hall, Mylapore,

for the purpose of considering the
inconveniences and discomforts caused by the Buckingham canal and for taking action to

remedy t;hem. There was a fairly large gathering and the Hon’ble My, V. Bhashyam Iyengar,
C. L E., was in the chair,

Mr., T. R. RaMaNADHA Iveg, after rea
Tamil in regard to the history of the Canal.
in 1876 as a famine relief work, at a cost of 2

ding the notice convening the meeting, spoke in
He said that the junction Canal was undertaken
0 lakhs of rupees. Before the days of this junc-
tion, the Sadras Cannal ended at the Adyar in the South and the Cochrane Canal in the
North stopped at the Central Station. In those days the Government had the salt trade in
its hunds. The salt brought to the Adyar could not be sent to the Salt Cotaurs.
to a change in the policy of Government
from one place to another.

But owing
now there was no more necessity for bringing sal

In 1866 an attempt had been made to connect the South and
; ; but owing to the strong protest of the
oned. When in 1876 the attempt was made
Mylapore strongly protested against it. The
nst it and forwarded this unanimous Resolu-
ners desire with all deference to the Govern-
posal to form a Canal between the Adyar and
he highly insanitary condition of the city at

again by the Duke of Buckingham the people of
Madras Municipality was also unanimously agai
tion to the Government :—* That the Commissio
ment to state their decided opinion that the pro
Cooum rivers as s Famine Relief Work is, in t

present, a most hazardons and an inexpedient project, and they would earnestly urge its being
finally abandoned.,” When a deputation waited upon the Duke of Buckingham he said that
he would undertake to give them the assurance that thejr well-waters would not be spoiled.
The speaker then Proceeded to give instances in which owing to the percolation of the Canal
water into the wells and lands, the lands had ceased to yield any crop, and had greatly
deteriorated in value. The Canal was not a source of profit to the Government, It had been
classed under non-remunerative works, Annually three lakhs of rupees
blishment and only Rs. 70,000 was the incomie out of it,
vate, was now carried by means of the Canal,

were spent on esta-
No salt, either Government or pri-

Mr. V.C. Desixa CHARIAR, B. 4, 3.1, spoke of the Canal as
the people. Even though the pipe system ha
or some other objection continued to use well

a source of ill-health to
d been introduced, some people, out of religions
-water. Before the opening of the Canal there
t now it had become very prevalent.
Triplicane and Chintadripet sewage was diverted into the Buckingham Canal through the
counnection with the Cooum. Owing to the absence of running drains in Mylapore sewage in
that neighbourhood was also let into the Canal. Wells sunk recently became brackish owing
to the percolation from the Canal. The Hon’ble Mr., Bhashyam Iyengar some years ago had
bought a piece of land for gardening. When it was bought, it was solely because it was a
good land. But now no crop of any sort could be raised on it in spite of the lavish expendi-
ture on its improvement. This waz due to the presence of the Canal near the land. At the
time the Canal was opened, all except the Government, were opposed to it. The question of
the opening of this junction Canal had been considered on four occasions previous to the Duke
of Buckingham’s time, and on each of those occasions it had to be given up on accouat of the
impracticability and uselessness of the scheme. In reply to the petition protesting against
the opening of the junction the Duke of Buckingham’s Government said :—* The petitioners
Mmay rest assured that every precaution will be taken for providing that sewage shall not enter
into the Canal, but shall be diverted into the natural drainages which now receive it, and
which will be carried under the Canal. The irrigation supply from the Mylapore or other
tunks where intercepted by it will also be carefully provided for, and preventive measures
will be taken against the water-supply or level of their wells being affected by the Canal,




s> o o

i i

The alternative routc suggested by the petitioners was fully considered some years :smcc ) 8
well as some other suggested lincs, and was thrown out on pmfvssimml grounds——whlch deci-
sion the recent consideration confirms.” Both these promises remained unfulfilled. Thf*
(Canal was not used for any aseful purpose, and the following remark which the Madras Mail
made then in an article on the history and value of the junction Canal had only bec()mc.tOO
true :— It will, in short, confer upon Triplicane, Mylapore, the Luz and Adyar the qnostmt.l-
able blessing of having a minor Cooum not running through, but in their midst. It will
possibly be aseful in bringing a few cocoanuts and cadjans, and some firewood tQ market, A
but if 25 per cent. be added to the estimate, the outlay will represent an annual charge ab b
only D per cent. of Rs. 2,600 per mensem in perpetuity, exclusive of the charge for maintenence
and cleansing.”’ FEven the then Secretary of State to whom our appeal had been made Was
ot convinced of the asefulness of the undertaking, but, in agreeing reluctantly with this
Government, remarked as follows :— I am not altogether convinced of the reality of the
advantages expected to accruc from connecting the two canals, which enter Madras
from the North and South. For the special purpose for which the Canals were designed,
viz., that of bringing supplies to Madras, it is sufficient that they should terminate at
convenient points within or near the town. A junction Canal, uniting the terminal
points, might be very serviceable to whatever through traffic is carried on between the Dis-
tricts lying immediately to the North and South of Madras, but there is nothing to show that
any such traffic exists of sufficient importance to warrant an expenditure of three laks of
Rupees for its accommodation. As, however, your (overnment are
of the project, and as the Government of India also regard it as one which ought to be exe
cuted as soon as funds can be made available for it, 1 shall offer no obstacle to its adoption

It will be for you to determine whether the requisite funds can be spared from the amounts 10

be hereafter annually placed at your disposal for expenditure on Public Works.”  Mr. Desiks

Chari then moved “That in the opinion of this meeting it is necessary to take action and

move the Government of Madras earnestly praying to close up what is known as the Bucking®

ham Canal, being the junction Canal between the Adyar and the Barbers' bridge, a8 being
injurious both to the health of the Mylapore pu
garden Jands situate wit

unanimous in approving

blic and to the cultivation of the extensive

hin a radius of two furlongs on either side of it by the brackish water

of the Canal percola.ting into wells in the houses and in the gardens.”

Mg. M. SamivapEa MOODELLY geconded the Resolution which was put to the meeting

and carried.
Mg. C. Sampiag CaErry next proposed. That the following gentlemen do form &
Committee with power to add to their nunber, for co

Hecting the necessary information and
for submitting a Memorial to Government getting forth all the grievances —The Hon’ble V-

Bhashyam Iyengar, P. Chentsal Rao, Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao, T, Murugess
Moodelliar, T. R. Ramanadha Iyer, P. Iyasawmy Moodelliar, T. Ramachendra Rao, M.N.
Narayanasawmy Moodeliar, C. Sambiah Chetty, Rai Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariaf,
1. Parthasarathy Iyengrr, V. Krishnasawmy Iyer, V C. Desika Chariar,

M. Swaminaths
Moodeliar, (Secretary). Carried.

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.

G. KAMASAWMY CHETTY AND CO., PRINTERS, MAADRAB.
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Packlonit 18D
Zon Clézilf(
Egg;aczé e

Cooy of a letter from the Surgeon,.rd DMstrict,

iladras, to the Secretary to the Surgeon-Gencral with the
Government of Madras, throuth tﬁe Surgeon, -ith District,
padras, ro. 6. dated 25th July 1893. 0

With reference to your Leferencevon C To.604/1
dated the ord June 18%8, I have the honog in the first 9lace
to state that on getting the ¢.0. Fo. 106. of 29Yth Anrdl fo;:
-warded with the above, to rewort on, i was then acting
Surgegn,-th District,and as I already had hezun to maia in—‘
—quirfés on the subject,and as ny successor was culte new to
iiadras, we both thousht it adviseble that I should retaln the
naers agd maZe the re»ort vhich I now am in a “osltion to do,

|

from the Rridze at the end of Pycroft’s ocad to the Vi;;g; of

L have travarsed the whole of the Junction Canal

tlylawore and there is not the slightest doubt that the water

of the Canal id filthy and contaminated by sewage, I sawr

three overflows of sewage between the above Rridase and.Myiapo;c,
the banzs are used as latrines by the residents of small
villages near the canal. The water must necessarily be braciz-
—i;h by being connected with the Cooum and the Adyar rivers,

the former in addition beinz by no means a clean river.

As to the dncrease of elenhantiasls in Mylaore
during the wast twenty year%,l an conV1nced’is established
and I bhase this assertion for the following reasons:-

Surgeon~iit—-Colonel dJ.laltland rishtly says in his
letter (forwarded witﬁ the rejort).

"that it is culte mossible ﬁo assertaln by incuiries
"the .extent to which the disease now 9revails in com-
"Harison with other rarts of lLiadras."
this I have done by reeatad insnectiogs of llylanore,and by
reneated lnterviews with the leadins resvectable rasidents
officlial and non-officlal. irom my inswection%'l have noted
the ;reat amount of elehalhtiasis that exists among young
wa@onle at ages ranglnzg from about 9 to Ql’at onz insn»nection

there ware collected for me on a vary short notlce about 1Q0

neonle



le affected with the disease and collected by a few of the

ectable residents official and non-official and a 3reat

'ian younz weonle. 1 have been Surgeon Gf the first District of

vﬂadras for elght years and I most cebti;nly consider that there
: N . ! X
.is more elevhantiasis in ilylanore than for instance Rlac't Town,

fand most certalnly smemmesb=cwrdninby moro among young “eo~le;
‘thiw of itself moints to the disease beinz-om.the increase for
. the 7nast twoenty years. | .
it may be urged that on my insvwection those whon
I saw were obtained not only from lylansore but from other varts
Ls a

£ lldras. The residents are culte willing for any officer or
fe) 'y a,(‘! Te I i d ) -

Committee to maze a house to house visitation.

1 have made several ins»nections of the town by

1f and have noted the vrevalence of oleohantiasis as I
myse

sassed through the straeets. ;
Surpeon—bieutenant—Colonel Maltland I'emar is e p

ntnat very Tew of the cases of the disease which ?reéént

. i : .g Madras fosnitals ééna
wghemselves fef treatment in. the dadra -

"from mylanore
| I »resume hec nmeans sgonle sufferiny from ele hanti-

L

is none I thin resort to any hos»itals for e}ewhantiasis
~as _ , : .
/

of the leg or legs, but only by those affocted with olevhanti-
asis of the S§rotum, which can be removaed by the mife.it must
also be borne in mind that ilylanore 1sﬁvery far from tre
General JIosv»ital and it would be 1nter¢sting to now how many
satients suffering from other diseaseﬁiresort to the General
Josmital from Mylanore.

I have bsen informed by a éualifled Medlcal wracti-
~tioner, and a gazetted nublic s exmant%thdt in his omwinion ther
are more cases of elemhantiasis in ilylavors than in "other »arts

_of iladras". “7
Whether the canal has had any influence on the in-
-Crease of\the disease (increase being accevted) is a vary hard
cuestion to detormine.

“he wells near the canal are contaninatzd; they

must be as the cahal gtirts Iylavore and the town 1s sitaated

between the canal and the s2a, and moQt 0of the walls f2om which

the

R i

the residents

gurgeen-qt~colonel Maitland states that "it 1s !\

; L
~"by veli wa$er that elenhantiasis and other form of filari’él!ﬁ

ndiséases are nrovawatad a&nd by the residents having nive

o

nwater to resort t0 will minimise the incxeaoe of elenhantiaSi‘L:
g

But anart from the fact that ‘many of the

orthodox Brahmins will only use well water for coo'zing nur-

-n0ses, nilne water for the residents is not always to be had,

i}f 1' 1t does not extend I thin: to all the streets ang houses of
. { o  \6? : : tlylanore esnecially in the hot months of the year, and when  3
¥ <

it does extend the water fails, I am told between the hours

of 6 and 10 A.M. and ¥ and 6 ».M.~just the hours when it is

most wantad.

? 1’  : if,therefor%'the residents of Mylanore are giv&ﬂ -

N - \ amnle wive water, well water need not be drun” or used for

| - cooiting murnoses although there are many who wont out of

) , S v caste vreJudicegluse any other water than well water.

.E | : : o That the canal has had an evil influence on the
disease, the evidence of the most reswectable residents
asserts and that it has been much on the increase since the

:éﬁfk;ﬁa_ .. canal was constructed,elevhantiasis in Mylanore WS hardIy
nown before, - ' 4

This fact can be sroved by the evidence of _the
resnectable and educated residents of Mylanore to whom I have

talked on several occasions.

;

3
I have only finally to add that as dfin‘ing well

\

water in general is a means far the uroanation of ele>hanti—
—asis,surely the contamination of it with sewage and salt

vater will not lessen the evil.

As long as there are wells in Mylavore many of

A&
the rézidents will resort to them for coozing “urmoses con-
a _

‘ﬁrtamlvéd or not but there does not seem to be a sufficient

sunnly of »ive water for those who wish to us
. (True covy)

AN

%urgnon—CaJtaLn,
acting %ecretary to the Surgzeon-General
with the Governnent of lMadras.
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Communicating to the Public Works Department, with reference to paragraph 4 of G.0,,
No. 1063 W., dated 27th April 188, letter from the Surgeon-General submitting Lis remarks
on the alleged injurious effects of the junction canal on people and property in the vicinity of
Mylapore. _ . _
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No. 1111, Pusuic, 81sr Aveusr 1898.

s e
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

——

Reap—the following papers;—

G.0., No. 1063 W, dated 27t} April 1898.

3 sy . : n('nmfi‘l
AssTracT.~Directing that enquiries be made into the grievances set forth in a1
from certain inhabitants of M

; ‘tion caD
ylapore as regards the allegwd injurious efficts of the junction
on people and property in the vicinity,

————

Reference No. 1124, Publje.

Communicated to the Surgeon-Gene

araeraph 4
ral for report with reference to paragrap
of the Government Order.

Signed AR K.\';\}’P-
HAIR Moy 1555, e ) Under Scerelary-

—————

From Surgeon-Major-Generul C. SIBTHORP
with the Government of M

dated Camp, Guutakal, 21 ‘
I have the honoyr to state that

v ,ral
B, cn. rrepLL, Surx:*“""('p':‘eng,
adras, to the (‘hief Reeretary to Govern
st August 1598, No. Tour.2—41.

» 1 ted
» 01 receipt of memorandum No. 1124, 1 “bl\‘l("'lg(;’om
14th May 1898, I called upon the Surgeon, 4t} Distriet, in whoxe jurisdiction My

. ‘o tha
16, to lnvestigate the matter apg submit g report. It was also suggested to him \
he might with benefit consult Sur

. ) e

2 Surgeo}l'Lieutenant Colonel Cook, in his report (copy attached), after (!ml::::g
with the question of the Prevalence of elephantiasis in M vlapore, states that it 18 80,
to determine whether the canal hag had any influence on the increase of the dis
although, according to the evidence »

. ft
of the respectable and educated residents ©
place, such appears to be the cage.

-our
8. Before sending this report to Government | sent it to Dr. Maitland for fu‘:i):n
of his views on the main uestion anq attach a copy of his reply for the i”f“mlmit 18
of Government, e states that « it 11, people drink the watir of the ot Lot
Possible they wight, ag g result, yot elephantisis but in no other way cout

canal produce ele ’

e olls, b
5 . phantiasis, Water WY pereolate from the canal into the wells, D%
1t 18 impossible for the parasite which produc

i
' . net
. ‘08 the discase to pass in this e or t
18 too bl_g to do so.” H_e further points out that all the fu!-tur.ﬂ NeCeSATY "::t in
Propagation of elephantiasig and other forng of f 2
Mylapore, without taking the

laral  diseases are P“;.): o8-
viz., (1) infected porsons, t‘:'drink
As 1“":.: as ‘u'nplv copntinue tinue

Ry 80 long will the disense con
Whether there iy a8 junctioy canal or got.” | het
lined to agree with Dr. Maitland ang de not think that the cand
fluence in this respect,

_ caunal ipt
ad]a?ent to the houses,
Is without effective boilin

quitoes, and (3) wells
the water of these we]
flourish in Mylapore,

4. T am ine
had any evil in

0 at-nount,

)
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; Department, with re itting his remarks
Communicating to the Pui:})hfs“‘;(“il;:ter fr;om the Surgeo:;-(}:::r;:o;l:rtﬂ; o 51 e vioinity of
No. 1063 W, dated 27the$é};s of the junetion canal on people )
. o o
on the alleged injurio

M y lapOl‘e.



o —

No. 1111, Pusuic, 31st Aveusr 1898,

N St e S P R R N U

T S

————
P e e anad

GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

._‘-‘-_-‘__——h-
Reap—the follOWing papers : —

ABsTracr ~ Directing t
from certain inhabitants of Mylapore 8 regards the alle
on people and property in the vicinity,

—

Reference No. 1124, Publiec.

Communicated to the Surgeon-Genera] for report with ref h 4
of the Government QOrder., P tth relerence to paragrap

A. R, KNAPP,

(Signed)
144k May 1898, : ‘ : ~ Under Secretary.

——————

From Burgeon-Major-General (. SIBTHORPE, ¢.5. F.R.C.P.I, 8 -
with the Government of Madras, to the’Chi:}f vt Goyaoneral

- Secretary to (Gove
dated Camp, Guntakal, 21st August 1898, No. Tour.2—44, > Bovemment,

I have the honour to state that, on receipt of memorandum Ny, 1124, Publice dated
14th May 1898, I called upon the Surgeon, 4th District, in whose jurisdiction M\;lapore
lies, to investigate the matter and submit a report. It wag g]

; * L 80 suggested to him that
he might with benefit consult Surgeon-Lleutenant-Colone] J. Maitland, who has made
filarial diseases a special study.

2. Burgeon-Lieutenant Colonel Cook, in his re
with the question of the prevalence of elephantiasis in Mylapore, states that it ig barqd

to determine whether the canal has had any 1nfluence on the increase of the discase,

although, according to the evidence of the respeotable and educated residents of the
place, such appears to be the case,

port (copy attached), after dealing

of Government. He states that « if the people drink the water of the canal it is
possible they might, as a result, get elephantiasis, but in no other way could that
canal produce elephantiasis. Water may  percolate from the canal into the wells, but
1t 18 1mpossible for the parasite which produces the discase to 1ass in this manner : it
is too big to do 80.” He further points out that « 4] the factors necessary tur,the
propagation of elephantiasis and other forms of filariul diseases are present in
Mylapore, without taking the canal into account, viz,, (1) jufected persons, (2 mos-
quitoes, and (3) wells adjacent to the houses, Asg loug as people continue to drink
the water of these wells without effective boiling, so long will the discase continue to
flourish in Mylapore, whether there is a junction canal oy not.”

4 Tam inelined to agree with Dr. Maitland and de not think that the canal has
had any evil influence in this respect,
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us effects of the junction canal
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of the Governmen G
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Order, eral for report with reference to paragraph 4

14th May 1898, i
‘ igued) A, R. KNAPP,
Under Secretary.

——

From Sur ;
geon-’\{aj()r.g )
enera] (, SIBTHORPE C.B., F
» C.B., P.R.C.P.I,, Surgeon-Genersal

with the Gove
' ° rnment
dated Camp, G“ntakal’ %fls}fzdurzs, t,t(f the Chief Secretary to 3 t

ust 1898, No. Tou } o covernmeth
- Tour.2—44,

I have the b
14th e honour to gtat
lies, tﬁt?r);vle 2?_8, I called upznett}?:ts’ On receipt of memorand
ho might o gate the matter ang gyposor” SUb Distriet, j um No. 1124, Public, dated
lal'ialgd' with benefit consuit gn submit g report ltlrt, In whose jurisdiction Mw:laporo
19645e8 & special study urgeon‘Lieutenantlcol(t,n:;mJal;‘i suggested to him that
) - Maitland, who has made

» 10 his
although, accorg; asio in (({?py attached), after desling
place, such 5 g to the evidep any influence Ylapore, states that it is bard
3. Befo PPeArs to be the eage, of the respectable (;I:;éh:d increase of the discase,
e re sendi . ’ ucated 1
og his views on thelnrfat,hls report to Govern ed residents of the
gose'%‘l’emment' He StI:t. hent I sent it to Dr. Maitland for favour
sible they migh . . or fa
canal produce elepy b as ¢
1t 1s impossibl(;3 lfe Phantissis, W rm Dtiasis, but
18 too big o 4 or f,h" i . P8Y percolate from t!l: no mh?’ Wa{: could that
i 080."  He further po: oduces the g ¢ canal into the wells, but
' POInts out tht « 4); “:;:et(f) pass in this manner; it
; orn he factors necessary for the
g}:gt;e;, and (3) wells adjaeente;)nal n ac%"l;t’Ofv'ﬁlmul. disenses p;m Pr‘{-"’ e(r)xl; in
P he.r of these wells Witho the houses, A, llz., (1) infected parsons, (2} mos-
1sh 10 Mylapore wheth ut effective boilin 00g a8 people continu \ to drink
4. T am inclined er there is g jupegi o' " 108 will the di e e
Inclined to agree with Junction cana] op ot 1 e discase continue to

had any evi] i i D i
y 1ufluence in thig respec r. Maitland and de pot think that the canal has
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From Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. COOK, m.3, LMS,, 8 ‘b
the Surgeon-General with the Government of Ma&;;gseg&rgzgEéﬁ;rgg;zzgzeﬁsﬁeﬁt“y to
s istrict),

dated Madras, 25th July 1898, No. 63.

With reference to your Reference on C. No. 604/1
honour, in the first place, to state that, on getting the G-.O(, ,N(iftfgﬁglﬁ %l'}%hJZne .}%98' I have the
with the above to report on, I was then Acting Surgeon, 4th District, and as f lPll oo, forwarded
to make enquiries on the subject, and as my successor was quite new to Mad already had begun
advisable that I should retain the papers and make the report which I now ;anf’i: ZbOth. :_hought it
. Position to do.

I have traversed the whole of the junction canal from th ;
road to the village of Mylapore, and there isnot the slightest dtfublirfl;%gte f}fethetend of Pycroft’s
filthy and contaminated by sewage; I saw three overflows of sewage betWe;Vlatgr of the canal is
and Mylapore; the banks are used as latrines by the residents of small villa e above bridge
The water n_lust nchssa.ul_yf be brackish by being connected with the Cooum ges near the canal.
the former, in addition, being by no means a clean river. and the Adyar rivers,
As to the increase of elephantiasis in Mylapore during th
is established, and I base this assertion for thepfollowing geasﬁxia:sitwenty years, I am convinced
enant-Colonel J. Maitland rightly says in hi
report) “ that it is quite possible to ascertain by enquiyries };:h::axttla;tl e:gesvéif:ﬁ‘w&rg gd with the
isease now

prevails in comparison with other parts of Madras.”

This I have done by repeated inspections of Mylapore an : . :
able residents, official and non-oﬂ?cia{ pFx-om i;yi;:p:::f d mfemews with the
great smount of elephantiasis that exists among young people at ages ralr)x inon; have noted the
at one inspection there were collected for me, on a very short notice &%o gt i‘om about 9 to 21 :
with the disease, and collected by a few of the respectable residents Ofi‘lcialu d 00 people affected
great number of them—in fact, I can safely say, the majority of tixem_wan non-official, and a
have been Surgeon of the st Distriot of Madras for eight years, and I eret young people. I
that there is more elephantiasis in Mylapore than, for instance, Black I‘olflos certainly consider
more ainong young people; this of itself points to the disease being on thev?ﬁeizgs ;m;st cfitainly_

or the past

twenty years.
It may be urged that, on my inspection, those whom I saw w i
her psrts of Madras. The residents are qui:;ev«(-)iﬁti}:ge(floru::l; rgf;’i rom
cer or

Mylapore but from ot

committee to make a house-to-house visitation.
I have made several inspections of the town by myself and have noted the preval £
evalence o

elephantiasis as I passed through the streets.
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland remarks: ¢ that very few of .
for treatment in the Madras hospitals crgmzv‘f’rgmt}ﬁycffgrgf:»t he discase

whioch present themselves

I presume he means poople suffering from elephantiasis; none I think .
for elephantiasis of the leg or legs, but only by those affected with ele;ﬁa;:izg: g;' ?ﬁy hospitals
which can be removed by the knife. 1t must also be borne in mind that Mylapore is e serotum,
the General Hospital, and it would be interesting to know how many patients suﬂerinv 91?’ far from
diseases resort to the General Hospital from Mylapore. g from other
alified medical praotitioner and a gazetted public servant

I have been informed by & qu
that, in ’his opinion, there ere more cases of elephantiasis in Mylapore than in “other parts of
? o

Surgeon-Lieut

leading respect

‘Whether the canal has‘had any influence on the increase of the di : .

acoepted) is a very hard question to determine. e disease (increase being
The wells near the canal are contaminated ; they must be, as the .

d between the canal and the sea, and most of :?;?lwﬁgtsfggl?&g% at’;::

the town is situste al
in the same position, percolation must therefore take place.

residents take water are
nt-Colonel Maitland states that “ it is by well water that elophantiasis and

Surgeon-Lientenan! ,
diseases are propagated, aud by the residents having pipe water to resort

other torm of filarial
i f elephantiasis.

to will minimise the 1ncrease 0

But, apart from the fact that many of the orthodox Brahmins will onl
cooking ’purposes, pipe water for the residents is not always to be had ; ity msv;e(g :V;terdfor
think, to sll the streets and houses of Mjlapore, especially in the hot months of the ye ol
when it does extend the water fails. I am told, between the hours of 6 and 10 a.m a); ;15 and
6 p.x., just the hours when it is most wanted. - - and
ts of My'apore are given ample pipe water, well water need not bo

If, thesr;ifore, the residen
drunk or used for cooking purposes, a though there are many who won’ F oax .
use any other water thun well water. d on’t, out of caste projudices,
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That the canal has had an evi] influence on the disense,
residents asserts and that it has been much on the inere
elephantiasis in Mylapore was hardly known before,

This fact can be proved by the evidence of the respectable and educated residents of
Mylapore, to whom I have talked ‘n several occasions,

I have only finally to add that, as drinking well water in general is a means for the
I’mpag‘t#ﬂ:xon plf elephantiasis, surely the contamination of it with sewage and salt water will not
essen the evil,

e T PN

the evidence of the most respectahla
ase since the canal wus constructed ;

As long as there are wells jn Mylapore many of the residents will resort to them for cooking
er

purposes, contaminated or not ; but th e does not seem to be i i
for those who wish to use it, " suffiient supply of Pipe water

qugstion at issye, viz.,“whc-thor
1ncrease of elephantiasis in
there are at present a good
at a considerable number of
It is very regrottable that 5 disease which ig g i o o fuuking purposcs,
well as other parts of fh: city. 0 easily proventeq should be so rife in Mylapore as

elephantiasis, but in no other way co
from the canal into the wells, but it ;
thss manner ; §t i 400 big to do so.

In conclusion, T would point ont 6008sa paga
elephantiasis and other formspc(:f ﬁl::ial thiat o the frotors n ¥ for the pro tion o

. . ! 804868 are present in M 'la ith i
canal into account, viz., (1) infected persons 2) mosqu; 00 oPore, without taking the
As long as People continue to drink the water(of th:gl:?lf: ’:i[tlgo(ngz)ev&:gts' ‘Edjl;‘giel'lt 10 oho housqo.
the disease continye to flourish in Myla tve boiling, s loug will

ction canal or not,
Mapras,

Oth August 1598, (Signed) 7. MATTLAND, x.., Surgn -Lieut -Col.,

Semior Surgeon.
\

OrpER—No. 1111, Public, dated 31st August 1898,

Communicated to the Public Work D ;
of 6.0, No 1o W, datod oo A;]x:il slsgga;wtment, with reference to paragraph 4

" (True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.

To the Public Works Department.

Exzd. W. D’'Moss,
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. . COOK, m.8., LM.8.. Surgeon, 3rd District, to the Seeref;ary to
From I;;’eugenagl'letg (é%gzlm}]avi]t)h the Government of Madras (through the Surgeon, 4th District),
e Dur, - <

dated Madras, 25th July 1898, No. 63.

C. No. 604/1, dated the 3rd June 1898, I have the

T e, o sato tht, on oo the -0, Mo 1063 of 27th April 1898, forwarded

honour, in the first p ort on. T was then Acting Surgeon, 4th District, and as I already had begu_n

with the abov.e .to repthe sui)ject and as my successor was quite new to Ma.dras,'we both. t.hought it

t?i “}ﬂliei ~62§£!}e:h?)?ll d retain the papers and make the report which I now am in a position to do.
advisable

; junction canal from the bridge at the end of Pyeroft’s

I bave t.raversetfi L}hiawfrzlea;ﬁ ?11]21?;1 Iils not the slightest doubt that the water of the canal is

road to the village o " d}" b P sev:'age ; I saw three overflows of sewage between the above bridge

filthy and contamlng ; ks ire used as latrines by the remdet}ts of sn‘mll villages near the qanal.

and Mytlgpol‘e ;t t;ffcesz;llily be brackish by being connected with the Cooum and the Adyar rivers,
The water mus .

i i river,
the former, in addition, being by no means a clean

iasis i i t twenty years, I am convinced
i lephantiasis in Mylapore during the pas y years,
. Asl-tohtl(lie ;’ﬁe f sgaos{ail‘: assertion for the following reasons = -
is established, seutenant-Colonel J. Maitland rightl_y‘ says in his letter (forwardeq with the
Su:fe;’ngi;el;uite possible to ascertain by enquiries the extent to which the diseage now
report) “ that 1

124
prevails in comparison with other parts of Madras.

i ions of Mylapore and by repeated interviews with the
This I have done ilzl);nzngii?ain:ﬁftnon-oﬂicia{ pFrom my inspeqtions I have noted the
leading respectablle risanti asis that exists among young people at ages ranging from about 9 to 21 :
great amount of elep were oollected for me, on a very short notice, about 100 people affected
at one ins[)ectlon there llected by a few of the respeetable_ repdents, official and non-official, and a
with the disease, and co ixel fact, I can safely say, the majority of them—were young people. I
great number of themf—; he Tst District of Madras for eight years, and I most certainly consider
have been.Surgeon 0 hantissis in Mylapore than, for instance, Black lowp, and most certainly
that there is more eife}z) Pfig' this of itself poiuts to the disease being on the increase for the past
more aMONE young !

twenty years. : tion, those whom I saw were obtained not only from
Tt may be urged "that’p::;"n?f’ ﬁ:ﬁi;sl.o The residents are quite willing for any officer or
otaer

Mylapore but from B visitation.
eo%m};ttee to m;,ke :vl;::feiz:p};z;s:ns of the town by myself and have noted the Pprevalence of
1 have made 8

e streets.

elephantiasis 88'1 passed g)rlil;illl t},},}aiﬂand remarks: “that very few of the cases of the disease

Surgeon-LleutenlM;g' fo(; treatment in the Madras hospitals come fro.m Mylapore. .
which present thomse'v le suffering from elephantiasis; none I think resort to any hospitale

I presume he meanls Poglplegs but only by those affected with elephantiasis of the ;erogm,b
far elepbantiasis of theb eghe knife, It mustalso be borne in mind that Myéapo%e is vel;y ar 1:Icl)m
which can be “’m‘?veld ﬁyd it would be interesting to know how many patients suffering from other
the General Ezzpéﬁz ) (gener al Hospital from My.lapore. N od ot .
dispases reso : d by a qualified medical practitioner and a gaze ed public servanf

I have been mfz;‘:r: ar); more cases of elephantiasis in Mylapore than in “other parts o
that, in his opinion,

Madras.” al has had any influence on the increase of the disease (increase being

‘Whether the ﬁ:l:d question to determine. . : .
a very ed ; they must be, as the canal skirts My apore, an
d ’the sea, and most of the wells from which the
percolation must therefore take place.

accepted) ie ontaminab
ar the canal are ¢
The wiesu:itrtleated between the cangt]_oz:ln
rsdenataks walorar . the s posiin, it i that elephantiasis and
rosidents . Colonel Maitland states that it is by well water that elep ntiasis and
Surgeon—fllé?ut?liaélits'ea‘s’e‘s’ are propagated, aud by the residents having pipe water to
other form ol hilana lephantiasis. . _
to will minimise the mcreasetoft ;:atpmany of the orthodox Brahmins will o.n.Iy élse we1‘1; :;?;dfof
But, apart from the fv!:.%er for the residents is not P'lﬁv ays :ﬁ? (lalcf‘ta(}mggthsog; :11;)9 year, a;1d
oking purposes, pipe £ My lapore, especially in \
:ﬁink, %0 el th?,e ssri‘la:? :'Iz:genl'l Oflsllsi?ss (i am)told, between the hours of 6 and 10 a.M. and 3 and
. n :
o ¥ dze:h:xhoum when it is most wanfed. i le pi ater, well water need not be
6 p.M., Jus  sidents of My'apore are given ample pipe water,  § tox need. not b
If, thereilfOfre ! tggklif]sg purposes, although thore are mauy who won't, out of ¢ prej s
drunk or used for ¢ » _

pse any other water than well water.
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That the canal has had an evil influence on the disease the evidence of pec
. . ’ the most respectable
residents asserts and that it has been much on the increase si y ; ted
elephantiasis in Mylapore was hardly known before. *© #itos the canal wus constructed ;

This fact can be proved by the evidence of th i
Mylapore, to whom I have talked on several occasions. ? respectable and educated residents of
I have only finally to add that, as drinkin
opagation of elephantiasis, surely the contamina
essen the evil.

As long as there are wells in Mylapore man
urposes, contaminated or not; but there d
or those who wish to use 1t.

g well water in general is a means for the
tion of it with sewage and salt water will pot

y of the residents will resort to them for cooking
0es not seem to be a sufficient supply of pipe water

————

Im.

. can ¢ 8upposed increase of elephantinsis i
stigations of Dr. Cook that there are at pr!t)}:;‘:llt l:;m;m::

. at a considerable namber of
It is very regrettable that a disease Whioho'the ‘caity oiled well water for drinking [;nrposns.

2. In regard to the second point in
2. Ir r. Cook’s report, vi ion, i
th fancion sunal and the promlonce of slghaias, T st OISR, if sny. bt
simple one. 1t thenp.eople I:l:ilrlxll:: :’n:;mtI to;;:lﬁy cane o 2a L aunider tho m;ttl:rl:: ::{:m}:.:rj

ne. \ ater of the canal, it j i i '

gzﬁxzﬁzm;s, {bpt t(1)n l?o other way could that capal prodtxtc;se'lmbl%th?y Wator oo Kot
from qa_u} t e'wells, but it is impossiblefor the parast S bich pos- \Vntemr_may poronlu!e
8 manner ; it is too big to dp go. paraxite which produces the fo pass 1

In conclusion, I would poj
con . point out that al} acto 006s8sa
:};.Z};};aiﬁ?ilgo :;(36 other florxgxs of filarial disea:es tl]:a :)resel:t ?n M ]ry for the propagation of
As long as people ¢ viz, (1) infected persons, (2) mosquitoes, and (3) wahe ) oaneut taking the
g 88 people continue to drink fe. X (3) wells adjaoent to the houses.

I . o dr water of : 8¢} o0t
the disease oontinue to flourish in Mylapore, ‘;’hegz"ﬂ:‘;ﬂﬂgl&ﬂ;om qg:chve boxlmgt, 80 long will
Mapras, i or not.
9th August 1898, (Slgned) J. MAITLAND» u.p., Burgn.-Lieut.-Col

Senior Surgeon.

e ————

Oxor—No. 1111, Pablic, dated 81st August 1898

Communicated to the Public W
of G.0., No. 1063 W., dated 27tn A;ﬂ-‘f fggg}rtmw, With reference to paragraph 4

(True Extraot.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.

To the Public Works Department.

Esd. W.D'Moss,
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From Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. COOK, m.5., I.M.8.. Surgeon, 3rd District, to the Secretary to
the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras (through the Surgeon, 4th Distriet),
dated Madras, 25th July 1898, No. 63.

With reference to your Reference on C. No. 604/1, dated the 3rd June 1898, I have the
honour, in the first place, to state that, on getting the @.0., No. 1063 of 27th April 1898, forwarded
with the above to report on, I was then Acting Surgeon, 4th District, and as I already had begun
to make enquiries on the subject, and as my successor was quite new to Madras, we both thought it
advisable that I should retain the papers and make the report which I now am in a position to do.

I bave traversed the whole of the junction canal from the bridge at the end of Pyeroft’s
road to the village of Mylapore, and there is not the slightest doubt that the water of the canal is
filthy and contaminated by sewage; I saw three overflows of sewage between the above bridge
and Mylapore; the banks are used as latrines by the residents of small villages near the canal.
The water must necessutily be brackish by being connected with the Cooum and the Adyar rivers,
the former, in addition, being by no means a clean river.

As to the increase of elephantiasis in Mylapore during the past twenty years, I am convinced
is established, and I base this assertion for the following reasons :— :

Surgeon-Lieutenant—Colonel J. Maitlgnd rightly_ says in his letter (forwarded with the
report) * that it is quite possible to ascertain by enquiries the extent to which the disease now
prgvails in comparison with otber parts of Madras.

i ve done by repeated inspections of Mylapore and by repeated interviews with the
Ieadiggl:egpl;:mb]e resid);ntsf)(’fﬁﬂml and non-official. From my inspections I have noted the
at cmount of elephantiasis that exists among young people at ages ranging from ahout 9 to 21 :
Ft one inspection there were collected for me, on a very short notice, about 100 people affected
a th the disease, and collected by a few of the respectable residents, official and non-official, and a
mea,t number of them—in fact, I can safely say, the majority of them—were young people. I
lgu;ve been Surgeon of the Ist District of Madras for eight years, and I most certainly consider
e hore is mOFo elophantinsis in Mylaporq than, for instance, _B]aek lowp, and most certainly
more among young people; this of itself points to the disease being on the increase for the past
ears.
twen;{ r)r,lay be urged that, on my inspection, those w.hom I saw were qbt_ained not only from-
Mylapore but from other parts of Madras. The residents are quite willing for any officer or
coznmlzttee to make a house-to-hou.se visitation.
I have made several inspections of the town by myself and have noted the prevalence of

., h the streets.
hantiasis as I passed throug '
elep Sa . n-Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland remarks: “that very fow of the cases of the disease
hich l;)l;%zgnt themselves for treatment in the Madras hospitals coma from Mylapore.” :
W

, eople suffering from elephantiasis; none I think resort to any hospitals
I P}rles%:zi:lifniv;:n];g oxP legs, but only by those affected with elephantiasis of the scrotum,
for elep alll) L omoved by the knife. 1t must also be borne in mind that Mylapore is very far from *
thuéle(;a;al e}iospital’ and it would be interesting to know how many patients suffering from other
o

disoases resort to the Gencral Hospital from Mylapore.

. . d by s qualified medical practitioner and a gazetted public servant
th tI-x:l i‘i: l;;?ii;;fzﬁgrz ar):a mo%e cases of elephantiasis in Mylapore than in “other parts of
at, 1

12
M&dr‘;‘;i] ther the cans] has had any influence on the increase of the disease (increase being
ted)eis a very hard question to determine. . _
accep he canal are contaminated ; they must be, a8 the canal skirts Mylapore, and-'

. ;l‘he wi(;u:i?::tres between the canal and the sea, and most of the wells from which the
the town

: donts take water are in the same position, percolation must therefore take place.
8
residen - sutenant-Colonel Maitland states that “ it is by well water that elephantiasis and
. Sl;rgeonc;flié‘l’:;al diseases are propagated, and by the residents having pipe water to resort
other form

1] minimise the inorease of elephantiasis. |
to will rmmm‘sef the fact that many of the orthodox Brahmins will only use well water for
_But, apart romi water for the residents is not always tobe had ;it does not extend, I
cooking purposes, P Pets and houses of My lapore, especially in the hot months of the year, and

thli"k’. ttod:;: ?ﬁe:flriie water fails I am told, between the hours of 6 and 10 a.M. and 3 and
when i

it i t wanted.
+ust the hours when 1t 18 mos '
6 P.Mﬁ );;‘“ fore, the residents of My'apore are given ample pipe water, well water need not bo
drunk or :sl;i for cooking purposes, although there are wany who won't, out of caste prejudices,
run

nse sny other water thun well water. y
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That the canal has had an evil influence on the disease, the evidence of the most respectable

residents asserts and that it has been much on the increase since the canal was coustructed ;
elephantiasis in Mylapore was hardly known before.

This fact can be proved by the evidence of the respectable and educated residents of
Mylapore, to whom I have talked on several occasions, -
I have only finally to add that, as drinking well water in general is a means for the

ropagation of elephautiasis, surely the contamination of it with sewage and salt water will not
Easseu the evil.

As long as there are wells in Mylapore many of the residents will resort to the
urposes, contamiuated or not ; but there does not seem to be a sufficient supply
or those who wish to use it.

m for cooking
of pipe water

——

II.

The first portion of Dr. Cook’s report deals with the prevalence of elephantiasis in Mylapore ;
but this, although an interesting subject, does not affect the main question at issue, viz., whether

or not the Mylapore junction canal is the cause of the supposed inorease of elephantiasis in

Mylapore. It seems certain from the investigations of Dr. Cook that there are at present a good
many cases of elephantiasis in Mylapore, and it is therefore certain that a considerable number of
the inhabitants of that distriot still resort to the use of unboiled well water for drinking purposes.

It is very regrettable that a disease which is so easily prevented ghould be so rife in Mylapore as
well as other parts of this city.

2. In regard to the second point in Dr. Cook’s report, viz., the connection, if any, between
the juuction canal and the preva ence of elephantiasis, that officer says that “ this is a very hard
gquestion to determine.” In this opinion I totally disagree, as I consider the matt

. er an extromely
simple one.. If th.e people drink the water of the canal, it is possible they might, as a result, get
elephantiasis, but in no other way could that canal produce elephantiasis. Water may percolate

from the canal into the wells, buf it is impossible for the parasite which produces the disease to pass in
thie manner ; 4 i too big to do so.

In conclusion, I would point out that all the factors necessary for the propagation of
elephantiasis and other forms of filarial disesses are Present in Mylapore, without taking the
canal into account, viz., (1) infected persons, (2) mosquitoes, and (3) wells adjacent to the houses.
As long as people continue to drink the water of these wells without effective boiling, 8o long will
the disease continue to flourish in Mylapore, whether there is a junction canal or not,

MapRas, (Bigned) J. MAITLAND, M.0., Surgn .-Lieut.-Col.,
Oth August 1898, Sensor Surgeon.

OgpEr—No. 1111, Public, dated 81st August 1898,

Communicated to the Public Works Department, with reference to
of @.0., No. 1063 W., dated 27th April 1898, ’ paragraph 4

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secrctary.

To the Public Works Department.

Ead. W.D'Mom,
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