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India Office,

London, 3rd March 18¢8,

Politic_a_l.
No. 23.

gp— To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor General of

FURTHER PAPERS India in Ccuncil.

l
Q.0. No. il Department. Date.

My LoRrbp,

It not unfrequently happens that natives of India, studcnts or others,
who have come to this country, desire to cbtain here passports to enable them to
travel to Turkey or other foreign countries in which the possession of a passport
1s nccessary or desirable. In such cases difficulty often arises from want of
evidence to show that the applicant is a British subject and therefore entitled to
a passport. A rccent instance is that of Mirza Muhammad Aslam Beg, who
states that he is an inhabitant of the Punjab, born at “Jailam,” recently residing
at Lahore. His grandfather (Mirza Mubammad Azam Beg), he says, is living
in India and was m the service of the Indian Government, and Iis father s a
doctor at Constantinople, He wishes to go thcre to join his father. Mirza
Muhammad Aslam Beg has produced a ccrtificate of identity from an Indian
barrister residing in this country, who, however, was not acquamnted with him in
India, and presumably testified to his identity on the faith of Mirza Muhammad
Aslam Beg's own statements.

2. I desire that your Excellency in Council will consider whether any
measures can and ought to be taken to press upon Indian students and others
coming to this country the desirability of their providing themselves with an
authoritative certificate of identity from some officer of Government in their own
district or province, and whether any precautions arc in your opinion required
before passports are issued in this country in circumstances such as those of
Mirza Muhammad Aslam Beg above referred to.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

\ Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,
GEORGE HAMILTON.
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SIR,

I AM directed to forward, for The iu,ﬁoruﬂ Py gL, oA - T,
qo\’en—mw e (bol;~<c.\Q’ ) .

a copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 23-Political, dated the 3rd
March 1898, regarding the grant of passports to natives of India when in Europe.

2. It will be seen that, in paragraph 2 of the Despatch, the Government of
India are asked to consider whether measures can or ought to be taken to press
upon native students and others going to England from this country the
desirability of providing themselves with an authoritative certificate of identity
from a Government officer, in order to meet the difficulty experienced at the
India Office in granting passports to such persons who desire to travel in foreign
countries,

3. It appears to the Governor General in Council that the proposed measure
should be quite feasible, and that a District Officer granting a certificate of
identity might at the same time endorse on the certificate his opinion whether
the person to whom it is given is a suitable person to receive a passport at the
India Office to cnable him to travel in other countries. 1 am to ask for

The oSD‘_‘\"ﬁ‘, oir Hiae £ ee A&c“cn s (nolmxcbgl

on the matter.
I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

b Lo

Deputy Secy. o the Govt. of India.
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a/oth iay 1698, enclosing &

of a despatch from the Secy. of

regarding the grant of certifi-

cates of identaty to natives of India

vroceeding to Burene, T am directed

to

state that T1.E. the Governoer 1n

Council

anticipates no difficulty in

ar>anging for t.he granth such certi-~
ficates DY District Officers. With rér
gard to the proposal that the officer
granting the certificates should en-

dorse on it his opinicn whether the

person to whom it, 18 g

iven is a sulite

able person

t,0 rece.ve A passport o

anable nhiw Lo tragel in other count®ies
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{1s Excesllenzy the Governor in Counciny

considers that in the absence of informra- N
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Officer meawd hardlv record an endeaaej
BT hich would be of any real value. -
Such a1 endorsenent would probably : ' N
become a matter of routine and as sucﬁ ~ T . ) .
worse than useiess. I am therefore . ¢ No. ‘
to suggest that any cases 1in which | ‘
the authorities at the India Office f
have reason to doubt the desirability |
of granting a passport should contlﬁue
to be the subjecty of special en- |
quiry.
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