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- forwarding copy of letter ‘frem Her Britannic
- prospects of Tndian ~ to Beira.

Emigrants,
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of the Govetnment of Indis

Majesty’s Consul, Beirs, on the subject of the
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —

From F. G. SLY, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Deparf'
ment of Revenue and Agriculture (Emigration), to Her Britannic Majesty s
Consul, Beira, dated Calcutta, 21st December 1597, No. 1552—37-8.

I am directed to acknowled i i r letters
. ge with manv thanks the receipt of you
No. 20, dated the 15th November 1897, with 'wbi:l? vsou mclose‘; memorsndum ¢

information regarding the prospects of Indian emigrants to Beira.
. 2. Yf’hth reference to your proposal to furnish information quarterly sbowmill b
nature of employment open to Indians, I am to say that, as annual reports W

sufficient for the purposes of the Governme : to
you more frequently. overnment of India, they are unwilliog

s

No. 1883—37-8.

Copy of the correspond ¢ Madras for
information. pondence forwarded to the Government of

(By Order.)

(Signed)  F. G.SLY,

Under Secy. to the Gort. of Indsa:

——

Excroscres. to
Letter from A. CARNEGIE ROSS, ¥sq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consul,vBe‘ra’
the Secretary to the Government of India, dated 15th November 1897 N

In compliance with inst i . . ;
p nstructions from Her Majesty's Secretary of S AL aform ation

Affairs. I have the honour to forward herewith enclosed memorandum
respecting Indian immigration to this district.

There i8 no prospeet of any eve i i

) ] St f any event happening, for some time, that
incorrect the information given under the heads (%,) to (), and unless the
ot India considers more frequent information necessary, I propose to furn
tion under head () every three months. -

;sh inform8”

: . . o i
MexorayroM of information respeeting Indian immigration to the district of Betr®

East Coast of Africa (I'ortuguese possession), November 159/:

(u) Not . ]  Ipdi are
employ)ed Voture of employment offering and switable for Indians. Indisns

NN
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(1) As clerks and salesmen in Indian stores.—This is the most numerous class.
They mostly come from Cuteh, Mondvi and Porbundar and come out under contract at
first as quite young boys, returning to India at intervals during a long period of years.

(2) As messengers and office boys in European offices.—A small class from Madras,
all English-speaking.

(3) As cooks and domes tic servants.—A very small class at present from Madras,
all English-speaking. There is an opening for a few good servants-generals.

4) As artisans, chiefly ca(penters.—-—There are some 20 or 30 in the place. All
are at present employed as work is plentiful. They work chiefly for Indians at rough
buildings, not competing with Europeans. They come from Bombay.

(5) As porters and stevedores working at the cusiom house or on boardship.— At
resent a couple of hundred under a capable English-speaking master would find

P .
ample remunerative employment.

(8) Naiure of climate—THot, damp and malarious. January to April, heat and
heavy rains occur April to July, the country dries np and is vevy unheulthy, weather
becoming cooler; July to November, dry, cvoler and comparatively Lealthy ; Novem-
ber to December, kot.

Indians keep their bealth in Beira on the Buzi river and at Massikessi, but not
at Fontesvilla, Chiniori or along the line of railway.

(¢) Rate of wages.—
Clerks and salesmen to Indians Rs. 15 to Rs. 125 per month and all found.

Messengers and office boys, £8 to £10 per month.

Cooks, £5 to £8 per month and food.

Servants, £1 to £3 per month and food. e

Artisans: £6 to £10 per dey without food. whouth ,

Labourers, 2s. per day or £1 to £2 per wmonth and food in addition.

(d) Cost of living—

£ s d
Rice, Rangoon .. .o .o .o per sack of 1601b. 1 0 0
Ghee .o .o .. . ‘e 331, 2 0 0
Dhal .. .o .o .. .. .o persack 110 0
Salt .. ‘e .o .o e e per221b. 0 1 0
Tobaceo . . o .o - .o .- per 24 1b. 0 5 0
Flour .. .. .o . .. .. persack of 2001b. 2 0 0
Fowls .. . .. . .- . each 0 2 0
Eggs .. .. . .o : .. perdoz. 0 3 0
Oranges . . . .o T Y » 0 2 6
Mangoes .« ’e e .. .. ”» 0 2 0

(e) Cost of transport to scene of labour.—Fare from Bombay to Beira from 30 to
40 rupees,

Beira itself, the seaport, is the best scene of labour. Men required for the railway
would be engaged in Beira and sent to post free.

Fare to Massikessi by train, 25s.

1) Treatment of Asiatics by employers.—Complaints have, from time to time,
been made to this office, but none have been found to be well grounded.

(g) Written agreements are not usually made with clerks, cooks or servants. In
all cases agreements have been observed by employers, often broken by employés but
pot enforced.

(k) Indinns are not subject to any special taxation.

In ecnelusion there is a good opening for labourers and stevedores and in a lesser
degree for carpenters, cooks and domestic servants and lower railway employés. All
but the carpenters will do better if they understand English.
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Read—the following 1ot or from Her Bri } ]
(Delagoa Bavy, er Britannie Majesty's Consul, Lourenzo Marques
e ayyy dated [6th Novewber 18587, and enclosure
a7, : -losures :—

Wirh reference toa despate v

e referen A desy ateh received from the Fareign Offie o

wherein my ::t:()-];:i((.;f ;::: ‘EIHHHIM):-:- recetved from the ILudgﬂ})(f;‘ir*(iaftfr,ld.fx::xﬁ\tuf.;(;ltsg:
from the Government m: .Im!Qi‘-“u rawn t? @ despatch ( No. 4%), dated 1ith July lust,
of India might be supplied . to Lord G Hamilton requesting that the Government
information npon the .-u[}y,.4-r ;:;“]l;“.lu." by Uvr Mujestv's Consuls in East Africa with
Wfitt}}]]in(ﬂleir jurisdictinnsl. I havn)rr}lrrul\)]ntnlnlrl‘(]ll:”r] immigration to different specified points
of the Giovernment of [ndia. answe 3 T ,ﬂ fran-m:t h".n‘)“'ith‘ for the information
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(@) Nature of
: employment ntfor,
. N . . ’ ] II]'II an , ~ ; }! . . . .
1 our:rrlll,o [)Lquuos (Delagoa Bav there s }/mt”l’i’{:]]c for [m?an.;.—(—j-'ln the dlstrlct t;‘f
1e Indian populati ' ' e opening for Indians seeking work.
C e 1on of the tow =}
individuals who mav wn of I,()[”‘pny,, - . 250
i a 1: . - Arques ¢ i) 5
ay be classed as storekeepers and the irl&ervafl.::ght\ of 'pter};zps ’
D Ir < or assistants.

These stares .
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engaged mainly in t wberdashery. hardware, and general feo )

gag v 1 the sale of aleohol to patiy , general merchandiee ; s0me o
, atives,

Outside the to
. : - wn Of I()u ;
Indian traders 11 .. courenzo Marques a se . .
4 aders inhah v o0 Marques a seattered 500
in a similar traff -}tm(—‘ corrugated iron huts (or | P“PUlﬂhf‘_B Of.pOFSIb],V
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: ative territories of Guzaland as far as th ‘I 1mpopo river
e a8 g as e 1.l .

There are :
> no plan
emplovment to ¢ plantations or manufuctories of ind i 0 distr
ployment to cooly labour, es of any kind in this district gVi08
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OPeDIXg for Indian labourers, 4 that Lourenzy Maraues teclf offers & presento(:ol
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The so-called ¢ gasi
: assist: ”
conse of the ol h:xin«: ‘:::fs ' In these stores are practicallyv servants in the geneé
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A few of thel '
. » better educate i
Indian vernacular. ated may be retained as book-keepers and clerk
Of lz}bourers in the proper sense of
the building contractors aboye réfc red

It i
for then(:.oohes could be found who

(h) Nature of elimi i
climnte.—The elimate of the town and province of Lourenzo

Marques is not :

qum Dooeﬁl‘;;dr, :1(1)"1:!'1:!1 ‘fr*v..,. being prevalent during half the year.
vear being fairlv cool :lr;dphl(w]]:}the hottest and unhealthiest season, the rest of the
' althy. The rainfall is scantv, and the so-called rainy

geason not elearly defin :
v Desember. The mal(;i'i o ?{?‘(;:h;(»f rainfall generallv takes place from Septembelt'
cascs of tyvphoid, due to diot and abserx?zl:?f t\:z:t}:; dal:m(; N nOtt (? coerally ol
» . are often noted.
local

(r) Rate of wages-—\ ¢
( nes.-—A few Indi;
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Indian storekeepers to the servants they engage in India are

The wages paid by
much smaller than this.
It is difficult to arrive at
keepers and merchants are unwilling to discuss their 1
employés with the Consul ; and any information they

probably be unreliable.
(d) Cost of living.—Cost of living is exceedingly high; although the Indian

population being satisfied with less is not affected by the high prices charged for

ordinary articles of European life to the same extent as the white inhabitants.

Inferior rice from Zanzibar or,India is sold at from 95s. to 30s. per bag of about

160 1b.

Fish is scarce and dear.
very dear—the scarcity of water,
hot winds being against agriculture.

The country, beyond a scanty supply
its own native population, produces no fo
yield of attenuated African chickens.

Rice and the food stuffs used by Indians are, it is believ
Zanzibar and India; while mealies and mealie meal and salt are
from the country around Mozambique town.

(&) Cost of transport to scene of Zaboztr.-W}lile: as has been stated under para-
graph (a) practically no couly Jabour demand exists or eutside the town of Lourenzo
Marques, a large and growing Bl‘?tlsh ]p(lxan population finds empln}:mvnt in the
Transvaal, and doubtless many Indians going to Johannesburg or Pretoria seek those

destinations »id Delagoa Bay.
The railway fares from Lourenzo M

W —
} \ Second-class. . Third-class.

anything like exact figures, as local Indian store-
yusiness engagements with their

might be induced to give would

Fruit and vegetables too are scarcely grown and are
sandy nature of the soil and prevalence of high and

of mealies and millet insufficient even for
od supplies save cattle and an inadequate

ed, imported chiefly from
brought by dhows

arques to these places are as follows :—

Firsg-cluss.
!

e

£ & d £ s d. £ s d
To Pretoria . 4 6 6 3 80 1 30
To Johannesburg 417 0O 317 0 1 7 6 |
I
e — : E—
The majority of Indians appear to travel second-class on the local or Transvaal

railways.

The third-class on ands railways consists either

else of what may be termed
in which passengers are

both the Portuguese and Netherl

of open goods trucks exposed to sun and all weathers, or
close goods trucks but little differing from cattle vans,

huddled without regard to geating space or nwnbers.
This means of transport is generally reserved for and solely used by African

natives.
(f) Treatment of Asiatics by employers.— Asiatics are almost solely employed by

Asiatics.
The few Indians in the service of Englishmen or other white men are well treated,

but these form a scarcely appreciable proportion of the total number employed.
between Hindu or Muhammadan storekeepers and their employés are,
of fairly frequent occurrence ; and complaints by the latter of alleged
y their masters are sometimes made to Her Majesty’s Consul in Lourenzo

Disputes
it is believed,
ill-treatment b

Marques. ,
Such differences are, as a rule, not susceptible of easy arrangement either by the

Consul or by the local Portuguese law court to which they are at times referred,
owing to the ill-defined and unauthenticated agreements produced as evidence of the
contract or its breach; and aleo to the difficulty of finding any ome to interpset

correctly.
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Oun the whole it is believed that Asiatics in local employ are fairly well treated, it
being borno in mind that the treatment they receive hereis probably that they have
been accustomed to receive at the hands of the same class of their own countrymen

in British India.

(g) Whether agreements are usually made and kept.—The only agreements between
Indians and local employers hitherto produced at this consulate for the Consul’s
inspection have been drawn up in the vernacular and arc apparently unauthenticate
by any recognized authority in British India.

They would appear to have been simply private understandings or promises com-
mitted to writing, and presumably signed by the emplover (or his Agent in India)an
emplové without any attesting certificate of a local Indian authoritv—such as w0
render them of value either before Her Majesty’s Consul in Lourenzo Marques or in 8
local Portuguese Court of Justice.

A local agreement made at Lourenzo Marques between an Asiatic master and
servant would, of course, require the sanction of, aud would be drawn up in accordance
with, Portuguese law and usage ; and such agreement would no doubt be kept, of it
broken, legal rem «dy would be available.

As, however, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Consul at Lourenzo Marques the
larger number of Indian workers eowing to Lourenzo Marques embark from Indian
ports with agreements alrealy drawn up in India, and it is believed generally of the
loose and ill-defined character above referred to, it would bhe well if it could be made
known that such agreements drawn up in the Indian vernacular and without attestation
of any kind, have no legal value in Lourenzo Marques and cannot be appealed
before the local courts In any proceeding between master and servaut it may be
sought to institute thereupon.

) Agreements drawn up in India to have legal value loeally chould be made eitber
before a recoguized British Indian authority ; or should ('possiblv preferably) be
authenticated by a Portuguese Consular oftice 1n British India. ’

In anv case it would be well for British Indians to bear in mind that they
cannot, under any ecircumstances, hope to find in Portuguese Fast Africa the same
readiness of access to local authorities, or facilities for obtaining legal remedies in the
event of their suffering wrong or thev are accustomed to vnjm? in British India, of
may rightly look to obtaiu in those British Colonies they emigrate to.

(&) Whether Indians are subject to any special taration.—No special perwm’l taxes
are levied on Indians in Lourenzo Marques or district.

_Indian traders pay for a trading, hawking, or canteen license according t0 their
calling ; but this tax applies to the occupation, not to the person, or pationahty of him
filling 1t. |

A personal tax—-Bilhete de residencia—is also levied on all foreign residents,
and is applicable to Indians as to others.

A special tax upon Indians is levied in the Transvaal, whose frontier extends
ouly_ 56 mllv.s inland of Lourenzo Marques, and is the western boundary © the
province, but information upon this point. as upon all others connected with the employ-

ment of Indians in that country, can be only rightly obtained from Her Majesty 's
Agent at Pretoria.

Inhambane is included in the jurisdiction of Her Majesty's Consul at Lourenzo
Marques but bas no actual resident Consular representative.

The port, which is comparatively unimportant, lies about 180 miles north of
Lourenzo Marques, and is chiefly served by coasting craft and small stesmers
although the British India Navigation Steam Company have made it oné ©
ports of call. ‘

Tue town is quite a small settlement and it is assumed by the Consul that the
foregoing remarks are as applicable to the conditions attaching to the gettlement ©
British Indians in Inhambane and district as Lourenzo Marques.

No. 76, Posric, 11tH Janvary 1898.
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"' Endorsement—No. 1917—37-9, dated 31st December 1897.

Forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, in continuation of

endorsement, No. 1883 —37-8, dated the 218t December 1897.
(By Order.)

(Signed) F. G. 8LY,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Orper—No. 76, Public, dated 11th January 1898.

g Communicated in continuation of G.0., No. 677, Publie, dated 31st May 1897,
to the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

(True Extract.)

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

Kad. A. ¥. Eosleston.
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