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»
Closing of the Lunatic Asylum at Vizagapatam and increase
in the pay of the Superintendent of the Asylum at Madras.
Btating that this Government is not in favour of the proposal to close the lunatic asylum

at Vizagapatam, and prefers to have the pay of the Superintendent of the Madras Asylum fixed
at Bs. 700 rising by annual increments of Rs. 50 to Rs. 1,200.
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These considerations apply with the greatést force in the cage 6f persons who are but
slightly insane, and whose greater chances of recovery, it is desirable, in no way to
diminish. This view has been so completely accepted by the Government of India,

in another * ‘instance, that it is proposed

* Mr. Howett’s letter No. 285, dated 15th to impose on this Government the cost of
‘March 1898. maintaining natives of this Presidency
' who have become insane in Burma.
His Excellency the Governor in Council would urge that ‘reasons which are consi-
dered of sufficient weight to justify that proposal must completely outbalance any
advantage which patients might derive from the care of a specialist.

4, In these circumstances I am to ask fora reconsideration of the decision at
which the Government of India has arrived. The lunatic asylum at Vizagapatam has
been for some years a particularly healthy and well-managed institution. The distance
of the northern districts from Madras by rail is such that it will be impossible to
transfer acute cases until the most favourable time for treatment is passed ; in the
meanwhile temporary confinement in a jail will be necessary. Finally, this Govern-
ment has now in contemplation the establishment of a medical school at Vizagapatam,
and it is desirable that there should be at that place opportunities for practical instruc-
tion in mental diseases. .

5. With regard to the pay of the Superintendent of the Madras Asylum His §
Excellency the Governor in Couneil prefers the first of the alternatives suggested by %:
the Government of India, namely, pay at the rate of Rs. 700 rising to Rs. 1,200. 1§
am to enclose the necessary proposition statement and to solicit the sanction of the
Government of India to the introduction of the mew scale with effect from the begin- ¥
ning of the current official year. '

1 have the honour to be,
Sir, -
Your most obedient servant,

A. T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secrelary.

(OTACAMUND,
6tk June 1898.
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No. 47?

From

J. P. HEWETT, Esq., C.LE.,
Secretary to the Government of Ha’z'a,

To

THe CHIEF SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT or
MADRAS.

Home Cepartment.
Medical,

@w& W & -

Stmia, the /Y%y 1897.

SIR,
NP . I AM directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter
R TPVIETIRS \ Y 74, dated the 23rd January 1897, on the subject of the administration of
jus d 743/7/ ¢4 Lunatic Asylums in the Madras Presidency.
f@f\}:ﬁ A 2. lam to say that the Government of India have considered with close
attention the arguments stated in your letter No. 1218 (Judicial), dated the 23rd .

July 1866, against- the amalgamation of the Calicut and Vizagapatam Asylums
with the Asylum at Madras. It appears to the Gavernment of India that the
question of the amalgamation of Lunatic Asylums has to be determined upon im-
portant considerations which to some extent tend in opposite directions. On the
one hand since this is, in their opinion, the expedient most likely to ensure good
management and a careful and sympathetic treatment of the patients, they
adhere to the view that it is of great importance in the interests of good admin-
istration that each Asylum should be large enough to receive the undivided atten-
tion of a duly qualified Medical Officer. On the other hand, the Governor
General in Council is in agreement with the Government of Madras in thinking

- that it is not desirable to confine together very large numbers of lunatics, and
that the patients are likely to be happier and to have a better chance of recovery
if they are confined in a portion of the country, the customs and vernacular of
which resemble those of their own homes.

o 3. After considering the case of the Madras Asylums in the light of these
principles, the Government of India have arrived at the conclusion that the ad-
- vantages of amalgamating the Asylum at Vizagapatam with that at Madras out-
weigh the objectiqns to the amalgamation. The Vizagapatam Asylum is a very
small one. The patients appear to average about 50. In language and climate
there is little difference between Madras and Vizagapatam. The addition to
the Madras Asylum would not be material, and in Madras the Vizagapatam
patients would have the advantage, under the arrangements I am presently to
mention, of being under the care of the most accomplished specialist in mental —_




~

disease, whom the Madras Government can find. The Calicut Asylum belongs
to a different region of the Presiﬂchy;;nl the Government of India are quite
content to leave it on its present footing, until further ex perience has been gained.

T'; 4. In paragraph 6 of your letter of the 23rd July, the question of the salary

- of the Superintendent of the Madras Asylum is discussed. The Government

of Madras consider that the salary of Rs. 600— 350900 originally proposed by

the Surgeon-General with the Government of India is nsufficient. The Govern.

ment of India recognize that it is essential that the Asylum should be controlled

by a thoroughly efficient Superintendent and that to ensure this

able officer should be selected while still young and should occupy the post for

a considerable time. The Government of India would suggest either pPay at the

e of Rs. 700, rising by annual increments of Rs. 5010 Rs. 1,900, or 2 substan-

T hal staff salary in addition to the pay of the officer’s rank. hey wll be glad to

know which alternative the Government of Madras would prefer, and if they
select the latter, what rate of staff salary they would consider suitable,

a cap-

5. In,conclusion, | am to request that proposition statements may be pre-

pared sho financial effect of the proposals dealt with in this letter and
that they may be forwarded to the Government of India with the reply to this
letter.

-

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

. °
Your most obedient Servant,

J. P. HEWETT,

Secretary to the Government of India.

G. C Press, Simla. wNo, 40 1L De1).5.97.0my;
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Gopy of 5 lﬁtter from tha Suigeon—Gnnnral With the Gox :'f

of Madras, to the Hon’pie the ‘Chier Secretary tq GaVernnﬁnt

. . ‘ | f? Public Danartment through the iccountant—General, Nb.T~3/§,
S ey dated the 15th Aagust 1897. |

I hove the honoys to &clmowlodvr5 the receipt of A

&uL/&LJ/:[T G.0.No. 556 »Public, dateq ond July 1sgy communicatinb for rg. g

S Port a letter Trom the Gove,: ment of Ingig, on the subJact of’ ~?

‘1 eo.

C ' the maintenance of dunatic Asylumsg in thig Plesidency

AR : 2. W1th referonce ty‘pra ¥ of the g, o/,I am of opinjoy
' that the first alternative Provposal by the G0vernment of

Indig regardinb the vay of the Suy elintondont of the Madr
Lunatic isylum, viz:, that it xhoulg be fixed at the rate or
’5.700, rig ing by annus,l incremoniSof ’5.50 to ps OO per nen-

sen 1s much trnferable and in accordance With the recommenda-
M‘-&‘ M‘,,'. .

SR ’ h AT tlon or thg ; adrss Govelnment D248 1n its letter No.1218,
FURTHER IHALJ!lﬁliﬂkx =
; V'lfi : - L (” dJudicia] of 23ra July 1896, I nmay houover roint out that the

mexinum salary of 15,1200 1s not, in py orinion sufficiéntly,pi“A

attractiva Tor an officer who 1s debarreq Tronm rrivate prac~
tice ang is I'equired to nake the trﬁatmont of nunatics.enrélz‘
* .
: A A troposition statorant showing the financial effect of |
Danyiseia
this ang tha other = Drovosals dealt with in the Gowernment af~'

Indis 1ottar 1s hernuith forwarded

3. As regardg Tara 2 of the G.O. I regret 1 cannot sgg -

Asyl@m»with the Hadrag institution. The' Vizagapatan Asylum

! the advantage of' the Drogosal. to amalgamate the Vizabaratam
|
b was built bo acconmodate the insanes of the Northern Circarg

Pl .

g ;// Tor which purpose it 1s well ang contrally situated ang hag' .
* i .
o the followin" advantages'

Yy,

(1) 1ts DPresent size renders it possiple for the Resi~
dant, idedica] Subordinate to have g5 connlete 81'asp of all
details ang in future ag the Districts Trom which the patienip

+'0 adnittod becone better onanead u; and more civilizéd ilbﬂe,
1s aveory prospect of nmoro Accommodation being raquiraeqg, v
(é) It is situateq on sloring zroung and consequently -

has good natura) drainage. It 1g Within three-quarter of a
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(3) The zrouna 13 suffictnely XL 3LV L) vrovlde the.

beq', Af all ocourations for th

fnnnths, vizs, faraln; and
i 1, ga.rdeninu. Thare ig 21so

owd availabla which ocan be talzan

up at any tima, shouls 1t U9 Aosiraile YO »xtynd the bounds,

In a1 thess rasvects ti

19 Aa(gas £371um cannot compare with
the Vizagavatan ‘sylun. |

The chicf objections to the closurs of thae Viznga~
: éaylun are:- L3

*(2) The distanca from Vizogzaratam to 42d12s8. From Ganjam
and- vxzagapatan it is a continuous raj} Journe

¥ of three days
w tvo days, respecti valy.

" or food axre f1 equently met with, and a tw, or throe days rai}.

Journey w11l be out of thn question., "™e only altarnative will

: be W confine such patisnts 11 2 ¢211 in a Jodl, until tnegye
ment-a.l state has chaug~d and an

L3norant zamd con ba trustod
‘bo convey them, without injwry to Madras.

(L) ™ 1anuag

&

7S 3308 In Vizagaratam asa Tolusu and

Qoriya and thore o at prasgont 4 Ooriyn patisnts at tha

b Apyilum vho do not syonir Tolusmy,

It will Lo n0st Airri :ult to

m'a.nge Tfor securin: ths SArvicos of Qoriys s+ ulng satvantg

in Madras to attynd to 3uch patt nts,

(c) In thy svont of th: Viz-,apatan patlants palys ) 7

y tx‘tmsferrw' to ddras v 1r rs1-ttoag %111 not - a1 bo 7isit
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% («d) Should 2 _f~12e-1 4 20201 U stagtan In Vizngny atan,
i

as now contemrlatad, tharo 11 by no oLLortunity roy ML B TS |
instruction 10 lun-cy,

(e) Climes - ixaratas 1y Sl b ey AR RS TS
nore equally afst;q RIIRY, Miafal)

« It w11} Y 3vag £30n s

Mannual of the Diystrio'b of Vizagaypatam by ir
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.Carmichsel that
"along the ses coast thn alr is soft and rmlaxin

tions in temperaturn are very slibht Yarticulsrly in the ‘wt

weather : the thermoneter does not often rise abOJQ 90 3 dnd

0 .
never falls below 60 1in the cool season'®. Waltair vherg the

Asylunm 1is locat. ed ' 1is coqsid‘raol"/ c00ladr than Vizagavatanm and

therefore better adopted for the patients who come fr

on the
Ganjam and Vizagapatam Districts., |
‘5. - Under the &bove clrcumstances I am strongly of 091_'
nion thot- it will be a mistake to abolish the Viaabapa,t,am

Asylum and to transfer the inmates to iadras where they will

be subjected to various disadvantages as ypointed out in the

preceding varas.
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v OFFICE OF SURGEON-GENERAL

WITH THE EOVERNMENT OF MaDRAS, ||

xo. /3. -

H ‘
Madras, <
1 ! !
From -
i
SURGEON- }VS‘AJOPK—FENERAL F SIBTHORFE, C.B,, F.R.C.P.L, i

SURGEON-(3ENERAL WITH THE

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

To

Tee Hon'BLE tHE CHIEF BECRETARY T0 GOVERNMENT,
W DEpaRTMENT, \ ‘
Sir,
- % , T
/ﬁf/ \/(/(AAAL P Lo 6 a ¢%z/ 4-‘;
14
NI

D™

I have the Ponor to be,
Ser,

Your most obedient Servant,

Cﬁ/ ﬁzW/

#

] 2
Seorrgeivie- - 2

Burgeon-General

Pp#b the Govi. of Jicdras.
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SANITARY- CoMMISSIONER FOR MADRAS,
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SURGEON-LIEUT.-COL. W.
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SANITARY Coumissiony
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K No //70 , dated. #_!

ANae— | deted

H, D, Regr. No. 19.

I AM directed to invite attention to

‘7/ - the communication marginally noted, and -
to request the favour of an early reply .

thereto.

I have the hope=r to be,

SIR,
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y1ition of the Viggapatam Lunatic

=

Asylum
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DEPARTMENT.

C. s 6a o S
v. S

& ( “\ | g
b B ’fx Publie Depaﬂibge

oo d Bt : ERPY S \:4

C.Nos.‘570 etc.

p . 5
5 ; :
oo P Yy

FOR ORDERS

TN U
In the note for

orders. helow, submitted in“Madras; it
was mentioned that the vapers connéctd&
with the above current fletter from
the G. of I. d/18-5-97) we?e missing/
and that further search would bé made
during the move to the hills, It is rew
gretted that all efforts to find the |
f¢1e have so far proved unavalllgg
»qules of the letters of the S. G. and
the %ané ‘néhmr, on the qﬂ%geot have
been obtained and the questiopn is now
subnitted for orders,,Ordfrg have been
vassed fegéfding thé Sgyw;fﬁﬁﬁszupt. %
of tire Madras Lunaflc‘xsylumf x t no ,
lefter ‘has yet gone to Indla a@“ it is
submitted, the whole maptergmaxpnow be»
i §
dealt./in one communlcatlon.
On receipt of Indla 8 letter
the S.G. and the Sény. Commr. were cans
sulted with special reference to the
staﬁement of India in para 3 tggt"in ‘
‘hanguage and climate there is little -
“difference between Madras and Vizagapes
The Sany.Commr, considers, as far as
climate 1s concerned, that this is sub
stantially correct,or at, any rate bhé’
the difference nezd not affect th@j\ﬁwg
1unatlc§,whlle the languaggwgigiicu

could, he quggestg,be got over by

establisnment of a Telugu sectiom:

‘tho
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vt.. while admitting tLhat 1% was a.nvﬁ?a.ble . 3

Govt’s v1e\v, .n ietter No.i218 Judl., a9 D
} ~%3rd July 1896 ) that luwuatics remcved
f: from their owi country and frem their

,'friexids’and relations?aufter an bodxly?

: 3.”’ t,ha;.r re\,overy/ mfm trhis ground

T ‘ q R .
s Uhese lunatics froem Burmz, If “he ‘icvtl, /'I y Wil W v
" of Indi. considers tuls zrgument of ; - 2 * . ’/ g ‘ .

{ .

oh this Presy. what ap ﬁm\" be an | l
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¥
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insists on the remocval tc lacdrgs

t

,(.. e
Vny.’ who are now zonfined in the

gocn Asylum, It 13% cessary nhere |

i
o . i
@0 into the history of tras ﬂ_uasucfz
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