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G.0., No. 813, 19th February 1898,

Matters of Political or Administrative Importance.
Communicating, with remarks, to the departments of the Secretariat, for information and
ing that local officers may be instructed

guidance, letter from the Government of India requesting A
to despateh direct to the Government of India duplicates of the telegrams in which they report
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 1464, Public, dated 10th November 1897.

i fromJ. P. HEWETT, Esq., C.1.E., Secretary to the Govern-
Read-—th:nfeﬂ}:ozénlgnﬁ?elﬁoﬁ Department (Pl,lblic), to the Chief Seeret.ary to the
Government of’Madras, dated Simla, 24th August 1897, No. 1732 :—

i i i i f political or administrative
llv information regarding matters o .
i Ot(;;a:;m:; gvents which have excited public interest, has not been promptly ;otltl:
o ted {) the Local Government to the Government of Ind}a, who have gaine X e
mu:;lca'ws rg rding them from the newspapers. Ij 18 egsentl?.l that news regar .tn.g
firs neattersgs?muld reach the Government of India at the earliest moment, since 1 u;
undégrah’le that the Governor-General 1n Council sl;loixllld.t rema,mt ;ylﬁt;):anb;z n(:e
i .1 they become generally known, while 1t may a e be
L Ef):)rfligsismi*“f;:lee]l‘gmy in (‘.guncil to take action 1n view of the possibility of
:;lﬁgfrs szlgecting a neighbouring Province or Natl.vedS£at:}.l It apliﬁais t;) e:gfl y(igx::&
i the information which is required by them would 56
E1Iil‘311:2;c:(;‘f1 Ia%;zgﬁentz 1a.nd Administrations were to gsg% __;p%%j%qt_}grisﬁq _1903%92‘1}(;;3:}3
To dospatch direct to b Governme: Tndia duplicates of the felegrams in wihich
‘5ot to the Government (_)f India_duplicates of the telegrams
b s :t m;%fécﬁ (())f importance to the Tiocal ‘Government or_Administration. The
%‘ﬁﬁmﬁ‘ﬁé’@o‘vémﬁmm of India would desire to receive such }gfc%'matlon
];-a?i'{?)ﬁ‘pﬂﬁ'éﬁ“iﬁv'bﬁéﬁ‘ serious breach 6fi’thﬁip}111t;1ﬁ‘c peaeel,‘ ;zill fc;gxs;gélsca]:gzﬁ:;
TO 1 classes and natives, outrages which have a politica’ aspect,
f%?i?%igésai’r earthquakes whiQI;, gause serious damage fo life or P??W“ngnd all
o%ﬁéf‘“eirents which have a political or administrative importance. . .
9T & to explain that in making this request the Governor-GeneraldmAgfnqng
has 10 intention of interfering with the dfispos:al bzf I(_iocalil Gg‘;%r;ﬂ:ﬁli% :Ehe o 11?1'1:;
i i i ich it is their fupction to deal, an
trations of business with which it is t )  he requires
i i 1 he facts of all events which are politically
in the first instance 18 a statement of t : olitically b
inistrati i formation and that of the Secretary o ;
administratively important for his in ] ; ety o
i i 1 desire that in all cases of the kin :
His Excellency 1n Council yvould, however, o K
ient 1 rders from the Local Government or
are of sufficient importance to call for orders Governmont o 20
i ial report intimating its decision and communicating :
{)r;t:: 2}’1311111<(1)ﬂb}:lsent gs soon as the Local Government or Administration has been able

to review the facts of the case and arrive at its conclusion regarding them.

Order--No. 1464, Public, dated 10th November 1897.
The Government of India will be addressed.

(True Extract.)

igned A. T. ARUNDEL,
(Sign ) Chief Secr;tary.

Letter—No. 1465, Public, dated 10th November 1897.

e
Reap—also the following paper:— ) -

From J. P. HEWETT, Esq., c.1.E., Secretary to the Government of India, Home

Department (Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Calcutta, 20th December 1897, No. 2702.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1465, dated the 10th
November 1897, representing that His Excellency the Governor in Council doubts the

- expediency of the request contained in Home Department letter, No. 1732, dated the
24th August 1897, that local officers should despatch to the Government of India

duplicates of telegrams in which they report matters of political or administrative
importance to the Local Government.

2. In reply, I am tosay that, as they have found that unnecessary delay has taken
place in reporting the actual facts of important occurrences, the Government of India
desire that the experiment suggested by them may be tried ; if, however, in practice
it proves unsuccessful, it can be reconsidered. But the Governor-General in Council
does not anticipate that the inconvenience apprehended will follow the adoption of the
measures suggested, since only the more important matters of those which have already
to be reported to the Local Government will be reported to the Government of India;
and all that the Governor-General in Council desires is that.the Government of India
should receive the earliest intimation of actual facts of important occurrences by the
receipt of a duplicate copy of a telegram informing the Local Government of them.
The Government of India have no intention of taking direct action on such reports,
or of interfering in any way with the functions of the Local Government. If at any
time it appears that a report is likely to create a wrong impression or cause needless
anxiety, it will be in the power of the Local Government to prevent these results by
telegraphing to this effect to the Government of India; and it is left to the Loeal
Government to instruct their officers as to what events should, as a rule, be reported
by telegraph and what by letter.

3. The Government of India regret, therefore, that they are unable to reconsider

their orders on the subject. But I am to add that they do not wish those orders to

be applied so as to require that copies of the telegrams from officers below the rank
-of Magistrate and Collector should be forwarded to them.

Orpre—No. 313, Public, dated 19th February 1898.

Communicated to the Departments of the Secretariat for information and °
_guidance.

2. All Collectors and District Magistrates will be instructed to despatch direct to
the Government of India duplicates of telegrams in which they may report to the
Local Government any events of extraordinary political or administrative importance.

3. Such cases will necessarily be of rare occurrence. Under the existing
practice, it is only when immediate action is required on the part of the Government
itself that events of the foregoing description are reported by telegram. It is not
intended to introduce any change in this practice. Departments and officers will,
however, note that it is only in the case of the more important of the events referred
to in the preceding paragraph that a duplicate of the telegram despatched to the Local
Government is to be communicated direct to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

. A. T. ARUNDEL,
Clief Secretary.

To all Departments of the Secretariat.
,» Collectors and District Magistrates.

‘Exd. W. D' Moes.

No. 313, Pusric, 19t Frsruary 1898. 3
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