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Mylar Festival.

-' ‘Ordering, with remarks, that certain precantionary measures be taken in conmection with
the ensuing — in the Bellary district in' view to the prevention of a possible’ cocurrence of .
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . .y
) . i LY 1, R B
- LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.
RBRrap—the following paper:— . - . o LT Lol o

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Bellary, to the Secretary to Gév-
ernment, Local and Municipal Department, dated 12th J. anuary 1898, No. 18,

Raving regard to the prevalence of plague at Belgaum and other parts of the
Bombay Presidency traversed by the Southern Mahratta Railway, I have the honour:

to request that Government will be pleased to consider the advisability of prohibiting
the holding this year of the annual * Karnikam ” festival at Mylar in the Hadagall
taluk of this district. Accounts of the previous two celebrations of the festival are

to be found in G.0s,, No. 763 L., and No. 1262 L., dated 27th April 1896, and 3rd -

July 1897, respectively. L
2. The festival has been fixed for 5th proximo and following days, and is likely

to attract some 15,000 or 20,000 pilgrims, half of whom would come from the Belgaum
and Dharwar distriets, and the rest partly from Mysore and partly from this district, .

3. Mylar is situated close to the Tungabhadra river at the western extremity of
this district, and the nearest railway stations are Devaragudda, 10 miles distant, and.
Ranibemnur, 15 miles distant, on the Harihar branch of the Southern Mahratta :
Railway. 1 beg to enclose for easy reference a rough map taken from the Railway .

Guide, in which I have marked the position of the village.

- 4. The Sanitary Commissioner, the District Medical and Sanitary Officer and the _,
Head Assistant are all of opinion that the celebration of the festival should, if possible,™

be stopped, apprehending as they do the introduction of plague into this district by

the visitors from the Bombay Presidency, and as a precedent for prohibiting festivals *
I would invite attention to the enclosed circular received from the Collector of :
Belgaum notifying that, under the ‘orders of the Bombay Government, the fair at
Yellamma Hill in his district, originally fixed for 9th ultimo, would not be allowed to

take place. On the other hand, there is no doubt of the importance of the Mylar

festival, as will appear from the following extract from the District Manual (page

294):— e

« After Haﬁpi, the festival held at Mylar is the best attended.” It is held after the hmesé ‘

L 4

and the people encamp in the fields being spread over a s about 8 mile square. Th
Tungabhadra is elose by, so that there is an Aaburxlda.nt supply olf)a;eure fresh water, z.%d as tl?;r:
is no necessity for the pilgrims to crowd together as at Hampi, disease does not often break out.
There is one custom which is peculiar to this festival. O=n the great day in the -evening when
the worship is completed and the offerings made, the deity deigns in the person of a child to life
the veil of the future, and in the presence of the assembled thonsands to utter one sentence

prophetic of future events. A little child is held up on the shoulders of the priests and closing

In his arms the iron bow of the god upheld by the priests, he utters the words put into his mouth
by the god. . SR Coe g
. . . e R ;Q, e o
Great faith appears to be placed by the people in these words heard at these times, and as:
there seems to be the same vagueness about them ss characterised the utterances of the Delphic
eracle, it is probable.that their faith is.never put to any severe test.” - - ST

5. Should Government think it inadvisable or unnecessary to stop the fest.ifa'l‘,..,..,.

I ;vonld suggest that the issue of tickets by the Southern Mahrata Railway Company -

$o the two stations meptioned in paragraph 3 suprs during the first week of next:s

-~
i

-

No. 158 My, 19tr Janvarr 1898. ‘ 3
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month be forbidden, and that either the Sanitary Commissioner or the Deputy
Banitary Commissioner be instructed to be present at the festival for the purpose of
assisting the local officers with his advice.

6. The favour of very early orders on this reference is solicited.

Ozrpxr—No. 158 M., dated 19th January 1898.

The Government considers that it will be sufficient to prohibit the sale of railway
tickets to the two stations referred to by the Collector and to one more station on each
side, to persons from the Bombay Presidency iutending to be present at the festival,
as well as the attendance of such persons at the festival.

2. The following telegram will accordingly be despatched to the Governmerit of
Bombay :— . »
* An important festival called Karnikam festival largely attended by pilgrims from Belgaum
and Dharwar districts, begins at Mylar in Bellary district, fifth proximo. Madras Goverument
requests Bombay Government to prohibit by notification, under Epidemiec Diseases Act, issue
of railway tickets to Byadgi, Devargudda, l{nnibennur and Chalgeri stations in first week of

February to any pilgrim or person intending to attend festival from Bombay Presidency and
also prohibit attendance at festival of persons from Bombay side.”

3. The following notification will also be published in the Fort St. George and
the Bellary District (fazettes : — , | .

NOTIFICATION.

Waertas the Governor in Council js satisfied that there is a danger of an outbereak of
dangerous epidemic disease at Mylar in the Bellary district, if pilgrims from the Bombay Presi-
dency are permitted to visit Mylar on the occasion of the Karnikam festival which is to be held
there on the 5th February next and the following days; ’

In exercise of the powers delegated to him under section 2; snb-section (3) of the Epidemio.
Diseases Act, 1897, by the Governor-General in Counncil, His Kixcelleucy the Grovernor of Furt st.
Goorge in Council is pleased to direct that no person in the Bombay Presidenoy shall be permitted
to visit Mylar from the 1st to the 7th day of February next, both days inclusive.

4. The above notification should be enforced by providing a patrol along the
bank of the Tungabhadra river and the Collector is requested to arrange for it at
once in communication with the Inspector-General of Police and the Commissioner -
of Salt and Abkdri Revenue. It is understeod that there is at present no such press
of work as to prevent the Salt and Abkari establishment in Bellary and Anantapur
from giving the necessary help in this matter. The services of the Bellary and

" Anantapur Circle Inspectors, half a dozen Sub-Inspectors and about fifty peons might
therefore be utilised for the purpose. . - :

: 6. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Collector’s letter, it is observed that it
would be sufficient if the Divisional Officer and the District Medical and Sanitary
Officer are present at the festival. R

.

~

. © (True Extract) -
L ... . . - . wx. H TREMENHEERE,
o oo e S Ag. Secrelary to Government,
4 Nae———— To the Collector of Bellary. o T T i " '

n . Commissioner of Salt and Abkéri Revenue Do b e
' (through the Revenue Dgpartment). L
»  Inspector-General of Police . v .
(through the Judicial Department).

a3

». Burgeon-General. » ot s bodsby o o S
». Sanitary Commissioner. : : Cot e :
»  Publioc Works Department (Railway Braneh), = = .-

Gmm- v T, . . ) o N T >
- s 'M‘a% | . - . 5 . V
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Rean the following paper :—

From the Surgeon-General vith the Government of Madras,

;adﬂfﬂP No. 94, dated 28th Jenuary 1898,

With reference to para, 5 of G.0, No. 138 K, dated 19th
‘@ﬂ &?QL»J¥§January 1898, I have the honour to forvard herewith copy of a
letter from the District Medical and Sanitary Officer, Bellary,
from which it will be seen that being in Military employ he cannot
leave Head Quarters.,

2. I do not agpprove of his proposal that the Assistant Sur-
geon should be deputed to the lylar festival -- the more satisfac—
tory arrarngement would be to send Surgeon.Cayptain Pereira, (now
under orders to Hospet) to Mylar/temporarily,with orders to join
at Hosyet on the expiration of this duty. Should Government approve
of this proposa%/l request that under article“2§{ Civil Service Re-
-gulations, the salary to be drawn by Surgeon-Cajtain Pereira may

be determined,

Order o, 273 M.Mig,, dated 29th January 1898,

' The 8urgeon-General?’: proposal in para. % to depute Sur-
geon~Captain Pereira to Mylar in connection vwith the approaghing
festival at that place is approved.

2. Ofders will Dbe issued in the Public Department regarding
the salary to be drasyn by Surgeon-Captain Pereira during his de-

puﬁation to Mylar.

" (True extract)

[ o boe

* Ag. Secretary to Goverrurent,
To :

The Surgeon-General.

s» Public Department with copy of G.O.:
Jo. 158 M., dated 19th January 1898.

.,.%CAA«(Z va
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