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Hon'ble the ) _
Letter from the‘Acting Colonial Secretary, Straits

Settlementé, to~the‘Secretary to the Government of Irdia,
Department of Revenue and Apriculture, No.7:7/-¢7 dated

21st October 18¢7.

In reply to your letter No.1133/5—5 Tept. of Rev &
Agri./Bmigraticn, of 24th Julv, 18¢7, on the subject of
desertions from and the mortality on Gula Zstate, Perak,
I am directed to inform you that the matter was refzrred
to the Resident General of tre Tederated Malav States
and I have the honour to porward copy of his reply dated
12th October 1897, together with erclosures.

Under a new Manager and wWith tre Irdian Immigration
Agent living in the Yrian Mistrict and making frequcnt
visits, matters on the Estate have improved, and I agree
with the Resident of Perak that there 1is now no necessity

to appoirt a Committee of enquiry.

Resident Oeneral's Office,
Selanfor, Yalay Peninsula,
¥uala Lumpor, 12tk October 13¢7.
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a
letter with enclosures, from the Wonourable tre Colonial
Secretary relating to the desertions from and mortality on
the Gula Sugar Estate.

2. In reply to that letter I transmit for Your Excel-
lency's consideration, an¥ extract from a minute by the
Resident of Perak, together with a copy of a report by
the Perak Indian Immigration Agent.

3. I have nothing to add to these writings but to say
that the recommendations of the Lahour Committee of 1890

were very fully considered in the preparation of the Perak

Indian Immigration Order in Council YNo.IX of 1295
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. As regards trc supply of food by an Estate to Statute.

law gives no means of forcing Yanagers to supply it and I
crclose @ copy of a letter, dated the 15th of April last,
from the Manager of the fula Estate in which a reference is
made to trkis point.

s " The other questions raised in the letter from the
fovernment of India, row under cornsideration, are answered
in the enclosures and I agree witk the Resident of Perak in
thinking that trcére is nc need now to appoint a Committec

+
v

¢ enquire into the treatment of Statute Immigrants on the

fula Estate.

I have, &:C.,
Sd. W.F.Treacher,
Actirg Resident General,

Federated Malav States.

The draft of this letter was approved by the Resident

General, but the letter could rot be prepared in time for

hls signature,

Sd. V.F.T. 12-10-97.

e
His Excellency
The High Commissioner for thre
Federated Malay States.
Ix+t i
_____ sxtract from minute by the British Resident, Perak
»* » » * - [}
[»} .
2. The necessity of only recruiting men who are accustomed
¢C

agricultural work is self-evident, and can be pointed out

the Manager as the Indian Government suggests, but

émployers seem to be in the hands of the récruiters in India,

and our Agent

£

<

oo

S As

seems powerless to prevent other than bona
tae agricultural labourers being s-ipped for the Estates
you will see from vour attached papers, I consider

£ wro - . .
ng te 1let coolies die for lack of food - if they

malinger

-~

tc ruol, bhv

malinger they should be prosecuted and sent 2

yvou referraed the matter to tre Leral Adviser, ard h= s&Vs
L 7

no action c.n bhe taken.

4, Witk a new Manacer arc the Indian Ircnigraticon

Agent living in the ¥rlan District ard makire froquent

visits, matters on tre Estate have improved anc I do rnot

think there is now any necessity to appoint a Committeca,

» » * * * *

I sannot see the necessity nor advantage tc he
gaired now by the appointment cf a Committec to enquire
into the desertions and mortality or Gula. The percentage
last quarter cn the average number employed was a&s low as
%z.5 for deserticns and .3% for deaths (vide my report
published in the Governmert Gazette of 20.7.97).

2. I visit this Estate nct less than once a quarier
with tre DNistrict Surgcorn and occasicrnally make surprise
visits. On each occasion a%l tne coolies are mustered
before me and have every oppbrtunity of statinc anv
grievance they may have.

3. Witk regard tc greater care heing tiken in the
recruiting of coolies the Manager informs me that re-
cruiters in India are well aware of the nature of work for
which the coolies are requir-d arnc in caseés Wwhere the
cooly on arrival here is found unable to perform is task
he is given lighter work.

4, I do nct consider tre inability anad indaptitude

of the cooly to perferm his work so much the true cause of
his not doing his work as the nature of the Fling cocly

to do noc more work than he is compelled tc do.

5. Deducticns are seldom made from coclies' wapes
except for advances for food supplied and in every case

they are submitted for my confirmaticn on my next visit

to the Estate.
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In tre Arreemert it is stated (vide paragraph 2 of

cerpcules 3 to the Order in Council ¢ of 1295) trat "the

»*

\] " :
employer will pay wages to the lahcurer for each

cav's work” * * *. I do notl take tt therefore that when
4 coolr is no' paid at the end of the month for the days he

vas n-t werked that such non-payments can be taken to be'
dedvcticns as they are not due.

£ The question whether an employer is bound to supply
f00d tc a cooly on the days he does not work was raised in
JeUY parers R.G.O.éi@/97 and it was decided trat he was not
lerally boung to do sc. I was instructed however to use my

irfluence in trhe matter. The Manager, whilst not admitting

1'is liab»ility to do so, does however issue orders for foog

g S aika
e e e R S ST TSl
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in some cases where the cooly has not already haa supplies

ir advérce bevond tre amourt of the wages due to him. . The
Vanager alébA%binés-out that skould the practice of supplying
fcod to coolies who do nct work without reasonabhle cause,

be universzlly adopted it would be the exception for a coolie
o turn out “or work as there would be little or no induce-
mert to him to do so.

7. I *ave ro’ seen the Report of the Commission 18921 and
am uvnable to say what action was taken in Perak on its
reccmmendations. Perraps the papers are 1in your office'and
contain the informaticn. There is no record of them in my
department.

S Since the appointment of Mr.Poyd as Manager of Gula

& marked improvement has been made as is evidenced by the
returns sent in and I think that under his management the
Government will have less cause for complaint.

Sd. E.B.

Teotter from the Manager of the Gula Estatc, Perak.

e— N e T ST TR W

A

Gula Estate,
15th April 1897,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your

Yo.

. * L . et s 2 G - g -
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No.R.G.O.363-97 dated 13th April 18¢7, :

1. I consider that tre nurmbhor of desertions “rom Gula
Estate dufing the years 1895 and 18¢f was duc princirpally
to crimping, Government cortractors beirns tre principal
offenders. The greater part of the read-making, breakins
of road metal, railway earthvcrks &c., is doﬁé by F¥ling
coolies, and contracfbrs, who do nct.import their labour
from India, can afford tc pay muclk higrer wages'than can
a Sugar Estate which has tc pay at the ratc of @ 40 fcr
every coolj recru-ted, bhesid-s paryins his pocsere te this
countryv.

A number cof coffee estates are also beins orened
near us, the labour of which is princirally Indians. The
work on a coffee estate is lighter tran on a Surar Estate
ard consequently offers inducements tc dosert. MNene cof thé
estates, I believe, import lahcur ané so carn afford to pay
a rigker rate of wages than we can, To shew that I um
correct in stating that desertions take place tc coffee
estates, I last month tock cut wafrants fer tre arreszt of
two crimpers and three indentured immigrants whem 1 lirew
to be on a certain coffee estate. I sent a man aions wWith
the Police to poit out the offerders, tris he did. hrut
was immediately surrounded by other cooliecs on the =state,
anrd in presence of the Police was rcughly randlea. The
consequence was that the crimpers and two of the immicrantc
escgped and only one woman was brcugh' back and is row con

the estate.

2. In refererce to the death rate for 1893 an¢ 104

- o

wrich is 3.8 and 3.¢3 7 respectively as compared with
6.32 9 in 1894. I wculd refer you for an explanaticn to
the Government Medical Officer under whose direct supcr-
vision the hospital was, and whc is therefore much bettcr
qualified to report on this matter than I am, having only
taken over the management c¢f this estate in the mon‘r of

December last.

Paragraph 2 - With repara to p-rapraph 2, rice is

nct




nct supplied free to any coolies but in accordance with

Order 1in Council Mo.9 of 1595, section 45, provisions are

supplied on the estate at current market rates, and in ary
S - From

yuéﬁﬁity whether he works or not. )
- F. G. SLY, E<o9,, c.s.,,

I have, &c., Under-Sccretary to the Govermment of [ndia,

Sd. Thos.Bovd. To

Manager. The Secretary to the fovernmert of Madras.

The Secretary tc Government, .
Taiping.

7
Calcutta ,tﬁe444 December rf97.

-y w».wk.,»ﬁw,..‘..:.,-\‘.umxw{iéftdrﬁ—.&Ae&a‘;: Wt e Al gl

Department of Revenue
True copy and Agriculture. \ _

0 .

PM—:W/

egistrar,

(Emigration).

In continuation of the correspondence ending
L7 7%7 With Mr. Maconochie's endorsement No.1134/6-5 dated the
2 M
24th July 1897, I am directed to forward, for the in-

Departmert of Revenue and Agriculture. . :
formation of the Governor in Council, a copy of a further

communication from the Government of the Straits Settle-
No.787&/97 dated 21st October ments, regarding the proposed appoint-
1897 and enclosures.
: ment of a Committee of enquiry in
connection With the condition of Indian immigrants on
the Gula Estate in Perak.
2. VWith regard to the question of the supply of food
to labourers who neglect work, I am to point cut that
in the Minute of the Immigration Agent, Perak, of the
Pq l14th April 1897, which formed one of the enclosures of
the endorsement referred to above, it was shown that
@ the daily food order (surat) is for 5% cents, while tre
wages of the immigrant for a day% work vary from twice
to three times that amount; and that food is available
for purchase on the estate at market prices. Such being

the case, a labourer should have no difficulty in buying

food for days on which he does not work and it does not,

therefore, appear necessary to press for a legal mininmun

subsistence wage., Such a measure would also receive

much opposition from the employers of labour, and they
could urge, with some truth, that a minimum wage would

rempye
. . R e B A
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;
remove dn incéntive to work.
9 I am to add that, subject to the opinion and advice of

the Governor in Council, the Government of India propose to

reply to the Government of the Straits Settlements that in

the particular case of the Gula Estate, they agree with the
Colonial Government that the appointment of a special Com-
mittee of enquiry is not necessary, but that they are in
entire accord with the Resident CGeneral of the Federated
Yalay States in thinking that labourers should not be allowed
to ¢ie of starvation, and that the proper remedy for con-

tumacious refusal to work is punishment under Sections 69

anc 70 of the Perak Order in Council, No.9 of 1895, F

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
—F <<

Under-Secretary,

R T e RSk e o o ate L AL S S A A S Y e AR e

|
|

V&. _‘}.b ~ ' . I‘/; :‘ -
Ir a ¢ — U&L
vy [ 35 ] a"\/ . \\nd
1,000 - 92-11-87 C q/\)\
2 C. No....

v His ExceLLENcY THE GOVERNOR.
\. THE Hon'BLE SiR HENRY BLISS, K.C.I.E.
Q. THE HoN'BLE MA. GROSE, C.I.E.

FOR ORDERS.

. SUBJECT- : o -
Cr e, 1 O toam 77
e Gl b Pk

™

o5

- g Doy - T i g e T 2

ks v pdd b
ey n nilre wp A )uwl
P i,

Y ummq éfww}nlwa

y o dden
m V“'r—'rtb) Sn/f:';z Zk/lu}"w’

7""—#'»';'4 .51/(5-/,‘4/ Lt *‘W,

s g




froalh ol
(}»\rm/ 6-3‘, n IJQ? )

S Waknr Y

S. 73 W )i;/)

Th A ek
U Sufp
bk . l\r/lm V. %bu?/{q)”'.
MMC”WZ N %o bl
""T‘t “&A/" (Www—m mA
uﬁlw/ n Ul

d | W Y 4 /\4/&:)”,'“”'
ool Al A /”W;

el
L

RIS AR AT ¥
Ho b 9usms W mf"'”ﬂ' |
-.4..7..;4“.'»&»4«,;**%"““’* |
bbby e i B e s &
#‘)@;{t’“ﬂ,mkb&dM
0 o W’"L“WWLMM
gl o e A it B

“hf‘...)uu:ﬂ-?y/ W
o ;
s;f",ﬁdluawwwwu
A ) T, e £

. }M.WM-“A“'Z" “"“"‘)4’{""
-t , ad’l.’[ M-‘-u'ﬂ‘“:' 8"’/7‘

| LL—-««L,WMMV#NLZ

St o b M o 7 B e
G;uuul'uu)m—u/-mn—'v-:ﬂe!,

% cot 144”-0 7‘,!'47‘“‘"

n'(fmu/vinu/‘/wﬂ-u"‘f}
Tan et whundy  had suppins
m"vn)/‘mu L‘7~4/ I/R/m»:v/’)
n K e de ke

W vy wn ) U
L,-h,lx Lo’ wdtid . )
l»rwﬂv’/.lr( ’MW«V"&?_
AN '3 3 w5 he
M g by
vd b n wt tha AT
ﬂam% Lc——-/(/ %Acﬁw
,uﬂw;j.u? S

TR S s

stdd Oy & herraghn
pr et

.4,”" 7_6:/'OI¢



—am -

o e g
. - S [

: e e Y e

. ST T T a4

TR T RS T e TN

St s LA

e
A S

N

Y SV
N

Y

L

(R B o Lt
Wi o) o e 4 4o

L»~4~0=w4v¢&44c—~ " W oo
;q&ﬂv

A -
Py, ri e s Ty B

EMICRATION.

2iT,
T ar directeq to 3ckno lcodge ty. Teceiph
of your lot,: no. 1857/6,/7, dat.q

14Lh Dcee. 1897 for“a:ding “ COpy of

& fuxth.y €O tinication fxo  thy

Cov zn _nt ol thy strdits ettlo vntg,
fcgarding +3,_ BXowvesoqg *Pcint ont of a
Coo itt. ef “Nquiry jn Cora ction “ith
the €0ndition of Indian & lgrantg gq W

the Cula Estate,Pe:ak.

o otrjection to:tbo I+ply pzopos»d in

PaZa. 3 of ,ou: lettor on thi. un¥.z.a

-standing that Suppli g ~f food are

not Teifuged to cooli. g “Lo,thougl thoy
mt _

;a;k;ave fave ork. g on thn., da g itsclf)

41

Co . . yet have g balance to thedy credit
udh~huba—vu34n4h 4:.{ﬂhu~7

°n account of labouy berfoz. .q in the
4

to Obsuryo th

/
Currcnt nonth.;;n tiis COnnuection I a-

at ‘hor,

Of the Idgj,, E-igration Agent Porgp
f?c A8ont States th.4 The —anagoy.

hilst not ad. itting hig liabizjyy to;V’

N N e - - R S
s e B inc i Ay et e

[P



o ’ ' D \
; N‘T:
; a o
¥ NN Y e ey X
) AN YR §

do so.does 10 ever. issu. oxd.ors fozx

———e

food in some cascs “here tins Locly
hag not alz «dy 'ad supplics in

a@vanc. beyond th a4 ount of tho As

If thig Passeg. is corrzoect e it

n
.
H
3
[o N
n

1)
: . 4" atd llicts o oy pirgaliy
> hr I o Y0 zay that diBs 13 Covornor in
‘ wnd ¢ Lt 1 —
l PO VoD IR A G__ ’ Council is of opinicn that ti. Masapws
et
o, _41!
T'm-i:mr’a ;Lﬁﬂhpv gl should not re pey iti.d ‘o
¥ 3 I' e disclei. =z spongitil.ty for suppliing
' [
feed to coclice ko hav. net iad
Ams—
-+~ 7'“.”.4\,..» Lw M,J_,J.)L alzcady Fad sup:ili ¢ in advance hey. nd
f
{ ) tiv amount of @ th: apges cdus b (‘u' ‘Iﬁ:-
; . V7 Ay rends by
LR - s wldd & . ’ On - oti:1 rand.
f ! - E] . - -
: ! v H o & sasndisr /P u}/u He B the CGovornor in Council concurs
¢ .
- in the vice  tak.ona by th ovoxn ont
! . b e Wl b Pl Mabdar”
5 ¢ q, f-uvw—r “o
! tnougn thop
.:l . Wy w '(/f: last 7 &&bool1 '8 'nq”\ ave N¢ talance to
g ‘ ¥ credit and ro. trougt capabl. B
E contuwaulously
. of “o:kingliufusc to ded so. the pro-
4 -pcr course is to procu.d against
¢
: the . und:r scctions 69 and 70 of tie
4 Q
- N A) . - -
: e , Perak O0x° r in Council No. 9 of 1895,
i Y | |
.t h
- /
Z 3
%F; —
.? | 7 - . 9? .
. 1. .
§
4
L]
CTTRE R LT LT N TN T TR R TR RN e e v r: e g e s

T T T ey 4 e e (TN T g e TRy e R—— o s oM
. . . y . -

~

- |

I -, v



e
—

v ’

*

- o = T
A ——— M Ay o o, o o e s

)
4
3
p

h

$depans}

»
LA

)

Mowfu—uéﬂ-w{mf%wf "“-‘JO

frtmen 1Y
| ’Wgww 4;-«-7 ’3;. ?‘fw %um

Gy vminlon, | T fody | AT L i

. s
T dpet) b i) o T o
mulr‘-iquL' Mwm 'a:. MQ

it wm;tjﬁ.;@.’? O e

JWVWVCJ»., Y/ O L VRN, Iy g I

NOTE FOR THB CHIEF SECRETARY.

et /\A/)/w/nu L HE. W
ans’ wt ‘TW

b sl

PR o f GG N
1,14(/\/1 Mn,fm.?irt.:w/
lfk Zw—p LA/own.w/iw/‘
v v u At ML/‘M
WM ?AI/»’W,"
&—(L'w/lu drt wet bk,
Vv pudcndin toy Wk il
T towtd w U st wendi

).

\\
N <
Sl
Lg

. s

Y e lied
th,u//mzl 4
e e B oL
ol

2) wlh  drs wt”

Lm%mm‘)hmu
wt brhad o pndandy,

QJNuLm Ipﬁi&,'f—-—hw
, -

o — W o — v



.‘ . ‘
| ""‘:"WJ-&),WM;}—M %y‘«‘

ot sy Ay ol g i LAy gl




' b i O

~

P

. ?.w w‘w"’"l”"‘

[=— ]

1,000~32-11-97,
. "
4
Again GO, ,&To. ,
Again G.O., No.
Current No. 27
” »
" M
v

w

k‘.‘ g | 7 /6/- le oo o b -
, %MW Can 22 Ao

prle A ppd © T -
@ \ I am directed ‘90 acknowledge

‘ e '

T Public = DEPARTMENT.
Papers to be read in Proceedings : —

dated . 189

, dated 189 .

of 1698 , dated /4 //1/7 7 trom zz%h .5.’% S (KQA’:"%
» 189 , .

” 189 ’ ”n

0_1”2./136 A

Trhe following letter will be

,‘&‘Q/ w M iy Sitines ACd despatched to the Govt. of India,

= _ / p Z%’_%'_,_L'r Dept. of Rev. % Agri.

The Wnae®# Secretary to thre Govt)

of India, Devnt, of Rev. & Arri.

Ky Drren (fmigration)e /
rdeea ~Poeqy l 4 :.b ;f/"
STR, Sl e LA

i

% tle receipt of gews letter lo. 1857/6/7
4

M -ﬂ—i'k‘-‘ , ;‘ ¢ dated 14th December 1897, forwarding
M ﬁ(’ A — 7 a copy of a further communication
¢ . ' <
m;‘XtMM . from the Government of the Straits
; ‘/(/\ Settlements, regarding the proposed
: S M e * i : -
{77 ' - appointment of a Committyee of enquiry
\ ‘M‘M in connection with the condition of
J(VL 8«1%‘; : Indian /
T g T T R e ™ - - e ey



.
3

{0 naien(higrants on the Gula Bstate,”
Perak. 7% ' !
In reply I am to say that the g

]

sladras Govt. has no objection to the |
revnly proposed in para. 3 of yeur !
! letter on the understanding that sup—5
t_ “plies of food are not refused to coolies

§  wHo, though they may not have worked

on tre day itself, yet have a balance

' ° to treir credit on account of labour

performed in the current month.It is

true that in para.6 of the Report of

i i the India&%?%igfation Agent, Perak,

the Agent states that "The :slanager,

' whiYgt not admitting kis liability to

do so, does, however, issue orders
: for food in some cases where the cooly
has not already had supplies in ad- |
_ vance beyond the amount of the wages
due to Lim". But His Excellency the
Governor in Council is of opinion
that coolies whd have not s already
" had supplieS‘in advence beyond the

amount of the wages due to them’

Se v

should be entitled %we claim surats for
S

{ food as a matter of right and not as
? .~ a mere matter of favour.
% On thre other hand His Exceliency

the Governor in Council concurs in
% the view talken by the Govt. of India
v. trat in the case of coolies who though

they have no balance to their credit

Y and who, though capable of workin%ﬁh_

i  contupaciously refuse to do 50, the

k nroper course is to proceed against them
:

under sections €9 and 70 of the Perak

Order in Council,No.9 of 1895.
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