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FiLE No. 68 oF 1897.
SERIAL No. 7.

No. 216 (Revenue), dated India Office, London, the 9th December 1897.

From— Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,
To—Phe Government of India."
Wirh reference to my telegram, noted in the marein, I forward herewith, for the inform-

« My Revenue Despatoh, No. 193, dated 4th November. ation of Your Excellency’s. Government,
Indian Observatories. Astronomer Royal and Lockyer, copy of papers, from which it will be
who leave for Bombay, will advise as to new arrangements. seell that the Astronomer Roynl and Sir
Chryistie arrives 1st Jauuary. I:}ease inform Eliot. A  Norman Lockyer who are about to visit
aes.patch on the S”bleft will follow. India in connection with the forthcoming
To Astronomer Royal, dated 20th October 1897. eclipse of the sun, are pre ared to i

From ditto, dated 29th November 1897 pse ? , are_prepared o inspect
the various observatories to which allusion

To ditto, dated Tth December 1897. v !
To Secretary, Solar Physics Cowmittee, dated 22nd Octe- 1% made in the letter of Your Excellency’s
ber 1897. ] ) Government in the Department of Revenue
From Secret;wy, Solar Physics Committee, dated 26th and Agriculture, No. 56, dated lst Sep-
November 1897. ; - 99
To Depa.rtment of Science and Art, dated 10th Novem- th‘?el 18,97' In these circumstances, the
ber 1897. consideration of your proposals will be

From Department of Science and Art, duted 23th Novem- deferred till the veturn of those gentle-
ber 1897. men to this country.
9. 1 leave it to Your Escellency’s Government to make such arrangements as may be
deemed advisable for affording the requisite facilities to Mr. Christie and Sir Norman
Lockyer. :

3. It will be observed that the snggestion contained in the 12th paragraph of your above-
quoted letter has been adopted, and that some geutlemen specially conversant with the subject
of solar physics have been added to the Observatories Committee,

1 have, efec.,
GEORGE HAMILTON.

- ——

No. R. & S. 2557, dated India Office, London, the 29th October 1897.

From—Sir A, GODLEY, K.C.B., Under-8ecretary of State for India,
To—The Astronomer Royal, Greenwich.
1 am directed by the Secretary of State for

y ia, Department of Revenue e _ ) !
Tetter from Tndis DoPL U0 India in Couneil to forward herewith copy of the

and Agriculture, No. 56, dated 1st September ¢ . .
1897, with enclosures. . papers noted in the margin relative to the re-
Demi-oﬂicial from Mr. Elliot to Mr. Ibbetson, Ol‘ganization of the Indian Observatories.

dated 8th March 1897.

It will be noticed that the Government of India are anxious that the scheme which
they have recommended for sanction should be referred to various learned bodies aund other
authorities, some of which are enumerated 1u the 6ih paragraph of the letter of the lst Sey-
tember last ; bub Lrd George Hamilton is disposed to think that & more satisfactory arranges=
ment would be for you to farnish a report on the subject after consulting such persons as may
seem to you advisable ; and His Lordship would be glad to learn that you are prepared to

assist in the mode suggestcd.
Any observations which you may submit eonsequent upon the present reference will be
forwarded to India, and will, it may be presumed, form the basis of any future action, M_eap-
while, L am directed to inquire whether, as it is understood, you will ghortly be in Indiain
) tion with the ¢orthecoming eclipse of the sun, it would be possible for you to visit Kodai-

connectio v e 1ot ¥ b 1
kanal where your presence would be of the highest advantage i initiating the new am

jmportant departure which is under consideration in regard to the observatories in India. In
expressing @ hope that the time at your disposal would admit of your further assistance in this
direction, I am to ndd that apy expenses which you might incur would of course be refunded-!

grom Indian revenues. ‘ .
v yo‘{“ lco“chmo"’ 1 am to state that Lord George Hamilton is fully comsclous that the duties

which he ig anxious to entrust to _you will involve cousiflera\»le Jemands npon your time and
ttention, but changes of such scxentlﬁc. mterest'and 1mponanue could s_carcely bg aflopted
. ;thout your advice and approval, and His Lordship is anxious to record his appreciation of
ng- gervices it this matter, and to express his regret at any inconvenience to which you may

be exp05ed.
Dated Greenwich Loundon, S. E., the 99th November 1897,

From—W. H. M. CHriISTIE, Esq., Astronomer Royal,
To—Thke Under-Seceretary of State Sfor India.

Witn reference to your letter of the 29th October, R. & S. 9557, relative to the re-orga-

nization of the Indiaa observatories, 1 have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of
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X 1 as ~mmittee
Lard George Hamilton, that the Obgervatorics Committee hac been "‘,”"me aia’:l‘\' S pversant
of the Royal Society and on an extended seale incluling several zontiemen "ﬁ,}k’cn with mysel
with Solar Plysics, the President of the Royal Society being ~r- fiero ( hl‘;‘mf“ the letter from
88 Viee-Chairman ; these changes bLetnge in acccrdance with paragrsj hize
the Government of Tudia of 1t September 1847, . he members of the
2. The kst of the Cemmitte (which, a8 now constituted, inslules the
Solar Physies Committe.) is enclosed. o I laid vour letter,
3. At a meeting of the re-constituted Committee rn 17th November, ;ker'considering
R & S. 2557, of 29th October, with its enclosures, iwfore the members, nnl,) 3;;&*8‘] that, a8
the scheme recommended by the Government of In ha, the Commntise (o:‘%.ger\‘atories on
Sir J. N, Lockyer and I bad been re juested to inspect several of the Judino ol

Jmyer a @b ; .tter under refer-
our approaching vieit to India, it would be better to defer re :

porting on the |
ence till after our return from India.

. qke Ppro-
4. Tue fecling of the Committee seem.d to be that, whil. the &’ e " u, LE )m;::ira}ble,
vision for the astionomieal and magnetic observations and researches wuieh .;-r; ‘Madras snd
there might be ditliculty in gecuring effective supervision of tue obscrvaturies ab o
Bombay. Jtween Kodaikanal
5. I am disposed to think that by suitable apportionment of th‘e work h“ these two latter
on the one hand gnd Madras and Bombav on the other, so that the 'W“‘lk_“j 1d be got ove%
observatories would be as far as possible of a routine character, the difficalty cou =

At  be as . inspecting
but this is a question which could be much better discussed on the syt after
arrangements at the three observatories,

6, 1 was therefore anxious to

‘ i bay and
arrange for my vSBi'-ng Kolaikanal and also Bombay
Madras observatorivs while in I

) ! ) . Very # or
udia, although the time at my dizposal is necessarily very
after the observation of the eclipse of the sun on 220l January. he Admiralty for

7. 1t was necessary for me to apply to the Lords Commissioners of tn'e uite prepa
leave of absence to go on this duty, and as this bas now been approv-d, I am qd to give 8By
to undertake the duties whieh Lotd George Hamilton wishes to entrust to me, a0 i
assistance in the matier that [ can, °

) jval 10
8. T would propos: to visit the observatory at Cclaba immediately alter mYM"‘;;m an

Bombay by the 8. 'S. Ballaarat on 1st or 2nd January, and the observatories t“‘wiil permit-
Kodaikanal as soon after the eclipse of the sun on 22nd January as circum-tances ¢ on Katnic
I expect to be able to reach Calcatta from my Felipse Station (near bnh?.‘-‘-'poo to Madrass
Bilaspur line) about 27ty January, and would take the first steamer trum Ca.cu‘?t\"o ort
where I chould arrive fome time hetween 31st Januaryv and 8th February, av
days later at Kodaikanal, after g visit to the Madras observatory,

- jiscussing_the
?- 1f arrancements conld be made for me to have an oppo tumty ':f?k‘.n;al, 1t would
working of the scheme with Mr, Eliiot during my visit to Maliras ani Roda:
be of great advavtage,
Observatories Counitize.
List of Members,
Astronomer Royal (Vice-Chairman).
Presld‘ent of the Royal Astronomical Society.
Captain Oloey, R, E,
P.rofessor G. H. Darwin.
Sir W, Huggins,
Sir J, N, Lockyer.,
Sir G. G. Stokes,
reneral Sir Richard Stracley R.E.
President and Officers of :hg Royal Sceiety as er-offeio Members.
November 1897,
No. R. & 8. 3113, dated India Office, London, the 7th December 1597,
From—Sig A, Gopury, Esq., K.C.B., Under-secretary of State for Indis,
To—The Astronomer Rogal, Greenwich, kind
. '
j QN dxrected by the Secrctary of Stite for Indin in Conacil to thank you for ¥o¥
offer of assistance in conp sctio )

: ) h . evatories, 3D
B With the re-organization of the Indian observatories,

f Indiay
ondence has been forwarded to the Government ©

Jlarab,
' . . ... .b-‘be S.S-Ba
due at that port on 1st or 25q Jangf:;nr:etxh:t you will arrive at Bombay by

fice, London, the 22nd October 1397.

B, Under-Secre!ar] of Stu’e fer [ndia,
Solar Physics Comm thlee,

. . 20th
Waith reference to Previous correspondence, terminating with my letter, dated

No.R. &8, 2713, dated India O

From—S1x A, Gorrer, K.C
To~Tte Secretary,

i

,

4

3

iai i rward, for the
te for India in Council to forward,
i the Secretary of Stat C ttee, co
July last, T am d‘?‘re(geil;ﬁ;nt l0{? Revenue information of th: de;I:rﬂE’:ysi:iqinomg;m "vhilc)});
from India, Depar f the papers note atgah,
angi;rim;:unl” No. o3, duted 2358 Seplemter ?t will l:I))el seen that (}283“{?10“? ObeS:v:&i(;'tr?>£f
1897, with enclosures. . d ntil the completiou of the Kodalkanal o s
t be made in Madras u

sun spots canno

ill shortly be set on foot at the Poona observatory.
w

ber 1897.
S. 42099, dated South Kensington, S. W., the 26th Novem'l er 1897
No. .F . ’R,«DE Fowke, Esq., Secretary, Solar Physics Commitlee,
From—ER ‘ ;

or Lidia.

Under-Secrelary of Slate for . the
Lo=ie that your letter of the 22nd u!tlmO;fNRO; Rr'nfz ih(%lec?;izzﬁmei
¥ ied it (letter from India, Department Ol 't:t::?i o he Solzr Physics
documents whlcl‘;;cdcorgggt‘;mber 1897, with enclosuresl), were Sltlr:zltl}ed by the Committee to

Vo, 62, dated 23r | the 25th instant. was instructed by t 1 for cansin
I(\jgmmiztee o meegl&iil;etlg;:‘;s to the Secrefiary of itaiekfor I“'cll‘llfelgo(rz;:g\?géee (zlirect m%
the expression 0 in India to be undertaken. - Cor L ;
f)?)lsl::‘?;tions of the‘; sp;lctra ;):c; 5}1)!;5{%70:: "[1( C.B., F.R.S., is in communication with Professo

i orm » B
to add that Sir J.

arel n.
Naeg&mva!a With reference to the WOl‘k to be Cdllle'] (]

1 mave to inform you

R. & S. 2817, dated India Office, London, the 10th November 1887.
No. R. . ;

sz A. Goousy, K.C.B., Under-Secretary of State for I'mh'a,
5"””}'}; ISerrétary, Committee of the Privy Council on Fducation.
a-—— ’

* in which
| " tO fOl'Wal'd copy Of lettet. 1
. retary of State for India - t Sir Norman
I au d“eiteds bz;t{;}:: tsoe:he GoZernment the Governlxlnent Ofdultl;’dm:"iﬂ{ :}‘:: Solar Eclipse
# Tsetter from the Sec 1897 Lockyer, when on dub! tos in India.
: th October 1897, ; : tain solar observatories 1 1
of India, dated 7 to inspect and advise upon cert . : 1d sanction
Bxpedition, may be oLl 0 4 Ra it the Commitee of the Privy Councl coult sancrios
Lord &:eors tion on the proposed duty. The wor ‘ ) lipse Expe-
Sir N. Lockyer = d(fé’i‘:it:ul(;o the time devoted to the business prope j to:ii:e%o':}:eEcSegreta“Y of
20 to 30 dﬂ'Y§ n avice3 can ba temporar“y Spal‘ed in the manner Sug.f, i{go,q day n addition
dition. 1f his .?e‘:-auld propose to offer Sir N. Lockyer an a”mvi“ceoik to. be; petf(’)rmed-
o én C(H]ig?rl expenses, for such time as may be required for the w
to all travelling

- 1897,
No. S. 44499, dated South Kensington, S, W., the 25th November 1

Bsq.,
From—W. D, DONNELLY, .
T:)-Tke Under-Secretary of Stute for India.

[ AM recte y the 0 i i a knowledge
A i £ Council on Education tO. [ 4
direct: d b the L rds of the Committee o : R ( I \
the rece'pt olf your letter of the 10th instant, R. & S. 2‘8-“ , ?lanﬂsmﬂtl'n'grcopy of a com nulp -
" hich the Government of India ask that Sir Norma Lockye y when on duty w th

cation 11 W 1 b y

E;I}ll])se Expe on y e p ted to lnspect and advlse on ce
dltl ’ ] ma b de u llalll Solal (}‘)Se]va,-

. -+ oroposal. and that Sir
tories in In(i!a- inform you that my Lords are pleased to sanction this proposal, an
I am to In

Norman Lockyer is willing to undertake the du'y.

G. 1. C. P, 0.—No. 875 R & A.—31-12-67.~150—J. N. D.
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