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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—-the following paper :— o

Endorsement of the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture
(Emigration), dated Calcutta, the 11th January 1898, No. 64—82-1.

Read—the following paper :—

From JOHN J. PIAT, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Réunion, to the
Government of India, dated the 2uth October 1897.

1 have the honour to inclose a report upon Indian Coolie Immigration at Réunion
during the year 1896. :

ENCLOSURE.
Rzport by Acting Consul Piat upon Indian Coolie Immigration at Réunion during 1896.

The figures given below are very unreliable, being entirely derived from otficial
gources and there existing no means of effectively checking their accuracy.

} In Annexure No. 1 is contaired a
Anpexure No. 1. table showing the increase and decrease of
the immigrant population in 1896.

It wilk be noticed that there is a net decrease of 814, and that the deaths, 559,
are far in excess of the births, 137. This small number of births is probably mainly
caused, as in previous years, by many births not having been duly registered. The
very defective way in which the registration of births is carried on in this country was
made very apparent last year by the application at Réunion of the French Military
Service Law. It was then found that scores of immigrants had no civil status, their
names having been merely entered in the registers kept at the Immigration Depart-
ment. The local authorities have since issued striet orders, under penalty of heavy fines,
for the registration of all births, and should these orders be properly carried out, there is
but little doubt that in future the returns. will show a noticeable improvement on the
Ppresent figure.

One hundred and twenty-six immigrants were freed from engagement. They
were for the most part infirm and destitute and totally incapacitated for any kind of
manual labour.

In 1896, only 31 children of immigrants claimed the benefits of Article 2, section 2,
of the Decree of 30th March 18»1. This number shows a decrease of one-half over
the returns for the previous year when the number was 63. This great difference is
mainly due to the fact that, when the Military Law was applied to Réunion last year,
Indians whose conception of the Decree of 1881 is very erroneous were made to under-
stand by those persons who had an interest in retaining them as contract labourers,
that by claiming the benefits of the above decree, and ceasing to be immigrants, they
became French subjects and as such liable to forced military service under the French
colours. Believing this to be true, they naturally chose to retain their British

Nationality by remaining immigrants. Ninety-four Indians were repatnated vid

Mauritius ; they were for the most part infirm and destitute and the sum of mon
carried away by them was exceedingly small, amounting only to Rs. 22 per head, as the
savings of Indians, who had been from fifieen to forty-four years in Réumion, and
who had worked hard all the time. _
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unless it be that the old age of a great many se h ;)1; :thlfl lgnzcl;e:?)e?v ilt;tciet of mortality,

In Annexure No. 2 will be foundt.l

return of 1 '
re il{ y m(])i ] l:fle general Indian population

¥ 18 now being made, and it is ve
he present official réturns and griy;g I:}Z‘Exl‘:

Annexure No. 2.

A census of the inhabitants of the col
that the result will materially differ frggnozl
correct number of Indians now at Réunion.

Annexures Nos. 3 and 4 give returns of Indians and masters tried and condemned
before the Courtsin 1896. Two hundred
?)1;;1 Sl);fly-i({l:lrh Iéldians were condemned
. ore the High Courts as follows ; —
Robbery, 100 ; as Vagabonds, 112 ; Abuse of confidence, 7 ; Drunkenness, 20 -
ss, 20 ;

Assault with violence, 16 : Rape. 1: A
Murder, 1: Burglary. 1+ A, pe, 1, Arson, 1; Unvoluntary Arson, 2;
attempt;ad ;llurde%, 1?7’ o’ Attempted Burglary, 2; Rape with violenee, and

he sentences varied from one d: y W y. hard labou F
T ) ) ay to two years’ ur rimes‘
however, were punished with heavier sentences: 1 Rape, 7 ve-arsl’ prisl(;'n ; 10 Ra}:3 w't];
3 ; e Wi

violenee, 8 years’ hard labour ; 1 Burglary, 5 years’ hard labour; 1 Murder, 8 years’

Annexures Nos. 3 and 4.

hard labour.

The bill of eosts, Franes 1,846-05. sh i
‘ . ) ’ . OwWSs a great turns
(1’8915 w hex; it amm’mted to Francs 8:077'00. gl‘rheseug(izvﬁigt b ﬂie rf o
xclusive of lawyers’ fees. The fines inflicted amounted to Franes 45&;{1(;30." gol and

Twenty-one masters were

. prosecuted and only fi .
unsatisfactory to ‘note that in . y five condemned. It is ve
redress for the In:(lilian. many instances the Consulate had to interfere to obtag;

From J:Annexmve No. 5 it will be noticed that bounties to the amoﬁnt of 187-862

franes were paid to Indians. Thig shows

how very anxi masters to retai
Y 10us ters are i

v r

their labourers. E s

Annexzure No. 5.

. The taxes levied directly or indirectly upon Indian immigrants in 1896 are shown :

in Annexure No. 6 to amount to
: . it to 111,000
ﬁ:l,ﬁ’ 311 the items except that for the
- fa ted.s e séjour are very much under-
18 probable t.hat capture money alone amounted to several thousand franes

A Btatement of complai i
before the Syndies is plaints brought
for no special remarks. exed and ealls

A roll of complaints proferred at the Consulate is also anncxed. The eolﬁpla' ts
. in

are very much the same as usunal
for no special remarks except N, os.a?f(ll aeflg

official correspondence concernin 98 which were of a serious nat
’ g them as f . ure. The
Mr. Consul Bennett’s Despateh No. 86 of I(Yth szx?lrliidoft(l)asﬁzh;eal;orelgn Offiee in

The French Military Service I i
- ¢ ; aw was applied to Réunion i
In:]i?zn opo ;13.;1%0 I(leoax’xtqigg:s. Sﬁtfiashbemdes been a source ofozrgtlizgazfnwt? 311:
1 ge. T, however, th i ;
before the Conseil de Rivision, and’ there is (’ever; c::a?s(z)rlllptfs %gﬁzv:nl%’alzetebniselalled I'lll
aw wi

never be enforced in its entiret i
' >d 11 y at Réuni i
never do any effective service under the P?;:(I:lﬁi :3%15: dians and others called up will

Twenty-seven marria b : :
five betwooy Indians g g::o ] e(se.tween Indians were legally celebrated in 1896, and

There were ten suicides, one sudden death, and five aceideﬁtal deaths., -

Sixty-five Indians passed through i
the h. ; :
expense of the Communal authoritiesgs;.nd siex aotSIzllstlsc;f g?ivh:tzlggmgﬁn freated at the

Annexure No. 6,

Annexure No. 7.

Annexure No. 8,

4

. , "
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v Axnexvre No. 1.
IncrEask and decrease of Genersl Indian Immigration during 1896,
Population on 31st December 1895 .e .o .e .o 17,528
Births in 1896 .o . .o oe .o .o .o 132
Re‘engaged s ) . .. ) . .
Freed from engagement . oo .o . 1?6 ..
,, became permissionnaires .o .. .. 75 .
,» under Decree of 30th March 1881 .e .o 31 .o
,, children of 2nd generation .. . .e 63 .o
Left for Mauritius, Madagascar, &e. o .e .o 5 .o
Repatriated .o .o .. .o . . 94 .
Deaths .o . . .s . ae 559 P
Total population on 318t December 1896 . .. 18714 .o
17,667 17,667‘?
. Axnexces No. 2.
Rerues of General Indian Population in 1896.
T
+s and children of e e 9,438 4,296 2,981 16,714
Contraet Ibonrese and ildren osens | pesincn | w1 | | Z
Free Indians paying from 50 to 500 francs .o .o .e 39 39
Traders, clerks, &c., agriculturists e . . . 28 . 28
Wiyes and children of permissionnaires ve .o .. .o 707 707
Total .. 10,869 4,295 2,981 18,136
ANKrexure No. 3.
Rerturs of Indians and Masters condemned by Courts in 1896.
Indians. Musteors. \ Fines. Costs.
Betore Higher Courta . .e . 264 13 429-00 184696
Before Juges de Paix (Macadam) ... . 1,006 e 2923-90 .
1,230 5 334290 184696
Axxexure No. 4. ¢

NomivaL roll of Masters who were prosecuted in 1896.

Name of Master.

At whose request Result,

Natare of Complaint. prosecuted.

Adam de Viltiera ..
” ” b

Lagourque .

Flacourt .. ..

Morange .. oo
”» -e .

Magnon ..

J nlg: Vidos

Mirbel

Foliquet .

Archambault

Credit Foncier

Irma Payet

Louis Breton .

A de Lapperriare ..

Bequestre Bellomnse

Antoine Bonny ..
Féroul .o .
Fugene Lafosse ..

Oneé' oime .. e

Desiré de Périgny

.| No medical treatment

. | Assault with violenoce .. . .e .e Non-suited.:
. | Blowx and illegal imprisonment on eetate .. . "
Assault with violence .. . . »
Unfounded.

| Amanlt e e e Non -suited.
” .o . or .o .o o 9"
lBlows L L . " | Paid’20 france 80 cents.
. | 8ix months’ wages unpaid s | Consul .. o+ | Non-suited.

16 francs fine.

. | Non-suited.

Cow returned to Indian.
. | Paid 75-00 france.
Unfounded.

Paid.
. | Paid 68 francs 76 oents.

oo | Two , » . . . .
. | ABsault 0 . .. . .. .. .. yConsul ..
» . . o . .. . .
Cow illegally detained by engagiste «. | Consul ..
8ix months’ wages unpaid .. . o .
.. | Engagement over . “e .. .e .o
. | Claiming wages for days of illegal imprison- | Consul ..

.

ment. . .o
+. | Five months’ wages unpaid .. . . .. Non-suited.
. | Assault .. e e . . o es "
Ill-treatment and ssmaalt .. . Coneul' .. . ::
. | Assault .. . .. ee oo . .e .o
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, for information, in continuation of

endorsement, No. 42/83-1, dated the 11th January 1897.
F. G. 8LY,
Dy. Secy. to the Government of India.

(Signed)

(By Order.)

LEndorsement—No, 64—82-1, dated 11th January 1898,
Forwarded to the Government of Madras
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Chief Secrelary.

Recorded in continuation of G.0., No. 63, Public, dated 20th January 1897.
{True Extract.)

Ozrper—No. 199, Public, dated 3rd February 1898,

grants.
British Consular Agent, Pondicherry and Karaikal.

Protector of Emi,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—-the following paper :—

Endorsement of the Government of India, Department of Revenueand Agriculture
(Emigration), dated Calcutta, the 11th January 1898, No. 64—82-1.

Read—the following paper :— ,

From JOHN J. PIAT, Esq., Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Réunion, to the
Government of India, dated the 20th October 1897.

I bave the honour to inclose a report upon Indian Coolie qu/ higration at Réunion

- during the year 1896.

ENCLOSURE.
Raport by Acting Consal Piat upon Indian Coolie Immigration at Réunion during 1896,

The figures given below are very unreliable, being entirely derived from official
sources and there existing no means of effectively checking their accuracy.

In Annexure No. 1 is contained a
Annexure No. 1. table showing the increase and decrease of
the immigrant population in 1896.

It will be noticed that there is a net decrease of 814, and that the deaths, 659,
are far in excess of the births, 137. This small number of births is probably mainly
caused, as in previous years, by many births not having been duly registered. The
very defective way in which the registration of births is carried on in this country was
made very apparent last year by the application at Réunion of the French Military
Service Law. It was then found that scores of immigrants had no civil status, their
names having been merely entered in the registers kept at the Immigration Depart-
ment. The local authorities have since issued strict orders, under penalty of heavy fines,
for the registration of all births, and should these orders be properly carried out, there is
but little doubt that in future the returns. will show a noticeable improvement on the
present figure. :

One hundred and twenty-six immigrants were freed from engagement. They
were for the most part infirm and destitute and totally incapacitated for any kind of
manual labour.

In 1896, only 31 children of immigrants claimed the benefits of Article 2, section 2,
of the Decree of 30th March 1851. This number shows a decrease of one-half over
the returns for the previous year when the number was 63. This great difference is
mainly due to the fact that, when the Military Law was applied to Réunion last year,
Indians whose conception of the Decree of 1881 is very erroneous were made to under-
stand by those persons who had an interest in retaining them as contract labourers,
that by claiming the benefits of the above decree, and ceasing to be immigrants, they
became French subjects and as such liable to forced military service under the French
colours. Believing this to be true, they naturally chose to retain their British
Nationality by remaining immigrants. Ninety-four Indians were repatriated vid
Mauritius ; they were for the most part infirm and destitute and the sum of money
carried away by them was exceedingly small, amounting only to Rs. 22 per head, as the
savings of Indians, who had been from fifteen to forty-four years in Réunion, and
who had worked hard all the time.



4 No. 199, PusLic, 3ro Fepruary 1898.

The number of deaths, although not unusually large, shows an increase on the
returns for 1895. I know of no special cause for this increased rate of mortality,,
unless it be that the old age of a great many had something to do with it. = '

In Annexure No. 2 will be founda:
return of the general Indian population :-
at Réunion.

A census of the inhabitants of the colony is now being made, and it is very probable -
that the result will materially differ from the present official returns and give a more -
correct number of Indians now at Réunion. , : ‘-

Annexures Nos. 3 and 4 give returns of Indians and masters tried and condemned -
before the Courts in 1896. Two hundred
and sixty-four Indians were condemned ‘-
before the High Courts as follows:— '3

Robbery, 100 ; as Vagabonds, 112 ; Abuse of confidence, 7 ; Drunkenness, 20 ;
Assault with violence, 16; Rape, 1; Arson, 1; Unvoluntary Arson, 2 ;.-
Murder, 1; Burglary, 1; Attempted Burglary, 2 ; Rape with violence and /.
attempted murder, 1. : -

The sentences varicd from one day to two years’ hard labour. Four erimes, :<
however, were punished with heavier sentences: 1 Rape, 7 years’ prison ; 1 Rape with:4
violence, 8 years’ hard labour; 1 Burglary, 5 years' hard labour; 1 Murder, 8 years’-
hard labour. . : o

The bill of costs, Franes 1,846-95, shows a great improvement on the returns for-:
1895 when it amounted to Francs 8,077:00. These costs were purely legal and®?
exclusive of lawyers’ fees. The fines inflicted amounted to Francs 429-00. = .

Twenty-one masters were prosecuted and only five condemned. It is very ¢
[ }7 unsatisfactory to {note that in many instances the Consulate had to interfere to obtain.--
Y redress for the Indian. = : :

Annpexure No. 2.

Annexures Nos. 8 and 4.

- ' ' /
-,++ % From Annexure No. 5 it will be noticed that bounties to the amount of 1877862
e francs were paid to Indians. This shows
T Annexure No. 5. how very anxious masters are to retain
o their labourers. .
;\\ The taxes levied directly or indirectly upon Indian immigrants in 1896 are shown

in Annexure No. 6 to amount to 111,000
francs; all the items except that for the
permis de séjour are very much under-
rated. \

It is probable that capture money alone amounted to several thousand franes.

A statement of complaints brought
before the Syndies is annexed and calls
for no special remarks.

A roll of complaints proferred at the Consulate is also annexed. The complaints
are very much the same as usual and call
for no special remarks except Nos. 74 and
98 which were of a serious nature. The
official correspondence concerning them was forwarded to the Foreign Office in
Mr. Consul Bennett’s Despatch No. 36 of 10th December of last year.

The French Military Service Law was applied to Réunion in 1896 and was the
cause of many complaints. It has besides been a source of great vexation to the
Indian population at large. 8o far, however, the conseripts have only been called up
before the Conseil de Rivision, and there is every reason to believe that this law will
never be enforced in its entirety at Réunion and that Indians and others called up will
never do any effective service under the French colours.

Twenty-seven marriages between Indians were legally celebrated in 1896, and
five between Indians and Creoles. :

There were ten suicides, one sudden death, and five accidental deaths.

Sixty-five Indians passed through the hospitals, 59 having been treated at the
expense of the Communal authorities and six at that of private persons. :

Annexure No. 6.

Annexure No. 7.

Annexure No. 8,
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Anwexure No. L.
Increase and decrease of General Indian Immigration during 1896.
Population on 31st December 1895 .o .o .o .o 17,528
: Bil’thsiﬂ 1896 . .e .o e . o ) 13
Re-engaged . . .o oo oo . .o 2
Freed from engagement .. .o .. .o 126 .o
,, became permissionnaires .. . .o 75 .o
,, under Decree of 30th March 1881 .o .o 3l .o
,, ohildren of 2nd generation .. .o .o 63 .o
Left for Mauritius, Madagascar, &o. .o .e oo 5 .o
Repairi&ted .o Y . * oo ) . 94 o
Deaths . .o .e .o .e .e 559 .e
Total population on 31st December 1896 .. .. 16714
17,867 17,667
Axxexure No. 2.
RETURKN of General Indian Population in 1896.
7
Coutract labourers and children of same .. .o . 9,438 4,295 2,981 16,714
0id engugé's holding permis de séjour at 10 francs each . 647 . . 647
Free Indians paying from 50 to 500 franes . . . 39 .. . . 89
Traders, clerks, &o., agriculturists .e .e . . 28 .. . 28
‘Wives and children of permissionnaires ., .. .~ e 707 . .. 707
Total .. 10,869 4,295 2,981 18,136
Anxexurg No. 3.
REerurN of Indians and Masters condemned by Courts in 1896.
Indians. Masters. Finee. Costs.
Before Higher Conx.ts .o .o .. oo e .o 264 [ 42900 184696
Before Juges de Paix (Macadam) .. . . . . 1,006 . 2923-90 .
1,230 5 3342:90 1846-96
B —_—
Anx~exure No. 4.
Nominat roll of Masters who were prosecuted in 1896.
. At whose request
Nume of Master. Nature of Complaint. prosecuted. Result.
Adam de Viliiers .. .. | Assanlt with violence .. . . . Non-suited.
v ” .« ' .| Blows and illegal imprisonment on estate .. .
Lagourque e .. | Assaunlt with violence .. .. . .. . »”
Flacourt .. . .. | No medical treatment . . e . TUnfounded.
Morange .. . s | Asgault ., .. .on . . . . Non-suited,
)Iag;%;lm DI 31;: U "
Jules Vidot . .. ows ., .. . .. . .- .. Paid 20 fran
Mirbel .. . .. | 8ix months’ wages unpaid .. I, " | Consul . . Noln-uuited. cs 80 cents.
Foliquet .. . ee | Two ,, » o . . . 16 franes fine,
Archambault .. .. | Assault .. . . . .. .. ,Conmal ., «« | Non-suited.

Credit Foncier .. ”» .. . .o .
Irma Payet . .. | Cow illegally detained by engagiste

. . . Cow returned to Indian.
Louis Breton v . | 8ix months’ wages unpaid .. . .- . Unfounded.

<. | Consul .. .. | Paid 76-00 franoces.

A de Lipperriére .. .. | Engagement over . .. .. . e Paid.

Bequestre Bellemnse .. | Claiming wages for days of illegal imprison- | Consul . Paid 68 francs 76 oents. '
ment. )

Auntoine Bonny .. o+« | Five months’ wages unpaid .. . . o Nou-suited.

Féroul .. . oo | Assault .. . .. .o . . . ee

¥.ugone Lafosse .. .. ” .. .. .. . . . . »

Ond' oime .. .. .. |Dl-trestment and asssalt .. .. ..|Consal .. .. .

Desiré do Périgny .. {Assault oo .. .o e e e . "

s —
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(By Order.)

Forwarded to the Government of Madra
endorsement, No. 42/83-1, dated the 11th Janu

Endorsement—No. 64—82-1, dated 11th January 1898,
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