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Fkld Operations. - No, 536-T-1.
‘ Tirah. '
- . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
MILITARY DEPARTMENT,

It ie vequested that the’ - Simla, the25th November 1897. ¥ ) "*
above keading, with mwmber ' S 2 OEC 1897 ©
and date qf this communica- = * . <<‘
b:, -al‘bc qu'td ",“’ To (S?/I/ YS)Q. ;
- b, . 5 Meny o N

THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
Sir, '
' ) "I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 656, " "
N 'dated the 6th October 1897, in which it is stated that on the 9th September 1897 the

/i

- sulted wheMBccasion may arise, at any

' 4

-

Government of Madras was informed by. the Lieutenan
Forces that he had received orders by telegram from A
‘the 20th Madras Infantry from Vizianagram to Meery
the order stated that the regiment was not to be relie
previous communication was made to His Excellency the Governor in Council,
nor was the opinion of the Madras Government ascertained as to whether the
/ troops in that locality could be safely reduced with due regard to the maintenance
| of order. His Excellency the Governor fully recognizes that the circumstances
- were of an exceptional nature, and trusts the procedure adopted will not be re-
garded as a precedent for the future. It is added that it seems to the Governor
in Council that as a matter of courtesy the Madras Government shou!d be con.
time, for altering the strength of the

tGeneral Commanding the
rmy Head Quarters to send
t for garrison duty, and that
ved. Itis observed that né

garrisons stationed in Madras.

2. In reply I am to say that the gen=ral principle that Local Governments
and Administrations should, underall ordinary circumstances, be consulted before
any clteration is made in the strength of the garrisons in the territories under their
administration is fully recognized by the Government of India and has always’
been acted on. The circumstances of the present case were, however, of an ex-
ceptional nature as stated in your letter, and I am to pomt out that when the ob-
ligatory garrisons to be retained at the various stations in India were laid down
after consultation with Local Governments, it was in the opinion of the Govern.
ment of India clearly understood that on mobilisation being ordered, all troops
outside of these garrisons should be at the disposal of the Supreme Government
and of the Commander-in-Chief, for operations in the field. '

The principle adopted was that the obligatory garrisons were first detailed
in such strength as appeared sufficient to assure the maintenance of internal or-
der, and the field army was then organised from the remainder.

3. It is true that in the present case no formal order to mobilise was ever

issued, but this arose from the nature of the events on th.e. frontier which from
small beginnings developed into a condition of thing.s requiring the use of almost
all the troops detailed for the field army. The circumstances were therefore
- deemed equivalent to a general mobilisation, and I am to say that while on the one

hand care was taken not to interfere in any way with the obligatory garrisons laid
down as necessary for the preservation of internal order, on the other it was not

thought necessary to consult Local Governments or Administrations as regards
the movement of troops outside those garrisons. -




To do so would have created delays which might iiavé* had serious conse- , d
quences- At the same time the Government of India fully acknowledge that to
gecure the co-operation which is required for the maintenance of order, it is
essential that the Local Government should have the earliest possible info'rma.
tion when Imperial necessities demand the withdrawal of troops, and 1 am to
express regret if there has been any failure in ‘this respect, or any appearance of \

a want of courtesy on this occasion.

DR -

A
4 With tegard to that part of the order which directed that the battalion
removed from Vizianagram was not to be relieved, 1 am to explain that the in-
tention was that the regiment should start without waiting for relief. It was not
:ntended to preclude another regiment being sent to Vizianagram if the Govern-
ment of Madras considered there were special circumstances which rendered such

a step necessary-

tsh b tioned under which ion wi :
Arrangements have now been sanctioned under w ‘F a battalion will g\\gl)sEcREnq

. be sent to Visianagram from Burma. ’éJ ‘ 'Pﬁ
[ am, S 2 OEC 1897 &
: % i

Sir, MWENT OF \x

Your most obedient servant,

eAufrod.

Defy.- Secy. Wln a.

5., C. Press, Simlam=No. 3788 M. D= 26-13-97— 37
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