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To

The Hounourable the Chief Secretary to Government,,

Fort Saint George,

Through the PR ES I D E N:?.

-~

Board of Ixaminers,

; 2 d
Sir, ' ¥

~

/am,/

I have the honour to forward in originalafrom the

10th
President,Board of Examiners, No,990, dated January (1898 and

to request the favour of your obtaining the orders of Govern-~

. ment oa the following point ;-

2. The circumstances under which I addressed the

Presideant in the letters quoted by him weri as follows: -

The passage set i the Canarese(?aper in the recent

_examination of assistants,held on January 3rd and following

days’was taken from g Colliectioa of stories known as the

Katha Sungraha, This,

I have subsequently ascertained, is one

Ciency Test. As Stated in my l1st letter to the President T

was quite uanable to maile any sense out. of the Passage, There

Were many words in 3 with which T was unféhiliar, and the

sSubject matter itself was obscure and'unintelligible to me,

as I had never read the boolz, Being,therefore, wiable to

translate any portion of it intelligibly, I addressed the
©  FPresident, Board of Ekaminers,to this effect, at the same

tine adding that it arpeared to me that the pPassage was in g

Somewhat difricult Style,

3, Subsequently, 0N going through the bassage with gz

slunshi I found that my suspicions weres correcty the bassage

is in a classical style, talx

i et e
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< ,3(a)‘ Parayraph 22, DlVlSlon B.2,.(a) & (b) of the Indian RS Y

¢ivil Service slanual lays down that the passages to be set

f'or translation into and fromn the vernacular are po be in

a narrative style, and "similar". The first paper, that

for translation into Canarese, was on e apricultural toprics.

The second, to which I objected, is from some classical legcnd,

the subject of which, I am still unable to make out even from

- the translation. . : A _
D (p) t.o0 be set as an "unseent
High Proficiency /LJz

g

/ O

l . -

| The book is prescribed for preparation in the Hi

& o‘{l{v *(}”mmwwx-
?.

1

4

The passage was too difficult,

:( Test. ',_‘)Nt

The style was antigue.
Wnlike that of the papers set on

f (c)
x (d)

the sane day

The style was qguite
for translation from Tamil & Malayalam.

N 4. The President in his reply is silent as to poiats (a)
i (c) & (d) and in regard to (p) says that nearly every verb, anwd,

most of the substantlves are in daily use.

I nave nmarked in the -

paper shown to. me personally by the Presideant on January 7th :

those words which, to the vest of my memory, I have never seen or

On this poiant I had subnitted that even
cal werk (which

heard in South Caanara.

admitting that the passage wWas not from a classi

i - T L

is not the case) there were wide differences in the dialects

N\ spoken in Canara and in Mysore.

S. iy main contention is that apart from the guestion

whether the words are or are not ia daily use in South Canara,

on which point I defer to the opinion of the President, the

passapge is of a nature which is not contemplated ia the Indian

¢ivil Service ilanual, If I am right in this view, the passage

= =W
-

was set under a misconception as to the meaning of paragraph 35

of the Manual.vMy reasoil for putting my case before Government
is that ia 1895, when I appeared for the Higherufstandard.ini.;
Canarese, the District Board who conducted ny examination in
Mangalore expressed themselves fully satisfied with the Viva

Voce part of the examination i.e. conversation‘ reading of

Z

urgies. I was, therefore,sdmewhat'surprized to be informed

thet I had failed. As I was on the eve of proceeding oa leave

ona S.O-T |

e " «. v

" AT - o |
oo Buro ' )
re I did not trouble to inquire in what branch of:
examinati 16 !
mnation I had failed. On the Present occasion I have

again fai i mp 3 :
'1n, }1ed, Simply because the paper set for translation

was of a i
n entirely different nature from that which I had

been led
Lo expect from a study of the Indian Civil Service

Manual <
sy present wish is to be informned clearly what sort

of a la
1 nguage test the examination was intended to be

My
reasons '
] for thluking that, the passage set at the last exami
amina-

tion was set under a

t 1
misconception as to the meaning of
paragr
19 aph 35 of the'Indian Civ11 Service Manual are
fOllOWS( "
6.

When th &
€ syllabus for the exanination of assigtdnts

was reviged ir 9 ]
1 1894 the 1anguage parts of the examinations /

were made
more difficult, Paragraph 35 of the Indian Civil

Service Manual reads as follows: -
»

0 i

first 1la t
nguage shall be as high as that required for th
e

!
l

e portion of the exa
mlnatlon is indicat
ed in Rule 22
< supra and,

J I
N paragraph 22 D1v151on B Sub section 2,

the test is defined as follows - '
" 2. Translation .

(2)

From t a a
he vernacular language into English with

accur
acy a printed Passage in narrative style

( )

| bassage in llke nanner"
1

01ency Iri
nd that in Canarese there are four parts

.
. -

. I. Con o_&ingy
. Strueking with readlness & accuracy frox | “
i}
(1) Katha Sungraha, !
2) Jeinini Bharata
q N 3) Karnata Bharata
II. Transiati i -
lating iato ¥nglish,with accuracy, a pas
, sage
in
| narrative style, not taken from the te 1%
q
L boolks,
.
III. Trans
. lating with accuracy of idiom and neatnes T
S3 O
expressi i
p §31on, into the language in which the

examination
T, B e W - :

VRO ..
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IV, Translating in like manner a bPaper of Enyglish

seatences, . .

7. Now in the Higher Standard Examination no books are
prescribed, as they are in test I of the Hipgh Proficiency
IBxamination as‘above. These books areg in the literary style;
their preparation is a task of some difficulty aqq involves
considerable expense on Munshis, and it is well known that it is
chiefly on this account that so few candidates appear for the
High Proficiency test.

Again, the High Proficiency test involves ne reading
of maauscripts in the verapacular and is:clearly intended to be
a test of scholarship in the language rather than a practical
test, On the other hand I had, up to .the preseat time imagined
that the Higher Standard was @ practical test: that a fair
familiarity with the language spoken and written»in official 1l1ife
would be sufficient for the purposes of the examination,
8. To sum up; I have been debarred from showing what
practical knowledge I have of the language spolen and written in
the district in which nearly all ny service has been spent; on
account of my inability to traaslate as aﬁ "unseen" a passage
taken from a classical book of lepends. When the President
refers to the Katha Sungraha as " the usual teft book for .

Jor frsfoarelis,

begluners",ds no books are prescrlbedlln the syllabus of the
Higher Standard nhamlnatlon, tt:ALhat I can conclude is that with-
out an extensive course of reading in classical Canarese,4 a
mere knowledge of the spoken & written language of the day will
avail a candidate nothing towards Passing the Higher Standard, I
may add that o candidate has bassed the Higher Standard in
Canarese since the test was revised in 1894,

I subnit thereforelthat the passage in guestion was
set under a misapprehension as to the meaning of bParagraph 35

of the Indian Civii Service Manual, If such paséages taken

from the books prescribed for the High ProflCleﬂCJ test, are

1eg1t1mgte for the Higher Standard hxamination, then the latter

examination will be counsiderably harder than the former,because

\- ’"d"v"” .
_ Candidates will be liable to have passages L4 (

(1)
s [ 1] Ae‘
these vernacular classies set them as *‘uns
This is not done in the High Proficiency.
ici not
(2) Candidates for the High Froficiency test are

required to read vernacular manuscripts.Yet
this is the most difficult part of the Higher
Standard FExemination, In other words, the
guestion on which I solicit the orders of
Government is whether, when the rules were Ire-
vised in 1894, the language test was designgd
as a practical test, or as a test of scholar-
ship. Under the present system a candidate
who fails to get the minimum in the transla-
tion is not afforded a chance of showing his
knowledge of the spoken & written language.

The practical part of the examination is subor-

dinated to the theoretical,

9. . If Government should accept this view, that the
Higher Stahdard test was intended as a practical test, aand
therefore rule that the paper objected to by me was improper,
I would respectfully poiunt out that in view of the loss which
I shall sustain if not allowed to appear again for the exami-

nation till July next, and the inconvenience which I should

experience in attending that examination in Madras from up-
country, my first recuest to the President, Board of

Examiners, that the Board should g¢ive me another paper,was

not an unreasonable one,

I have the honour to he,
Sir,

Your most ohedient servant,

g Cowt/oman.

18. 1. q@.
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