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EsTABLISHMENT of the relative Greenwich Mean Time and Civil Time in
India.
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No. 32, Public (Records}, dated India Office, London, the 4th November 1897. File No. 70 of
From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, 1897

Serial No. 1.
To—Tke Governmeut of India.

I forward herewith for your Excellency’s
Letter from Professor Milne, dated 9th Oecto- information a copy of correspondsnce between

ber 1897, and enclosure. this office and the Seismological Investigation
18§‘7etter to Professor Milne, dated 21st CQotober 3, :ittee of the British Association respecting

Letter from Professor Milne,  dated 25th Octo- the establishment of the relative Greenwich
ber 1897, and enclosure, ' . Mean time and Civil time in India,

2, The copies of the letter of enquiry referred to in the letter from Professor Milne
* Sent by Book Post dqted 26th October 1897, are also enclosed here-
) with, and I shall be glad if your Excellency will

order their distribution in accordance}with the list which accompanied that letter,

I have ete.,
GEORGE HAMILTON.

Dated Shde Hill House, Newport, I.-W., the 9th October 1597.
From—Professor Jouxn Minxg, F. R, S.,.8ecretary, British Association Committee,
To—The Under-Secretary of State for India, ‘ |

I an directed by the Seismological Investigation Committee of the British Association
for the advancement of Science to state that they are anxious to obtain the assistance of the
Secretary of State for India with a view to ascertain the difference between Greenwich Mean
tirae and the Civil time employed in various parts of India and her dependencies,

To obtain this information the Seismological Committee desire to forward to various
parts of India and to each of her dependencies a letter like the enclosed, which I may mention
is being sent by the Foreign Office to various parts of the world. Should the Secretary of
State for India-be pleased to grant the assistance of Her Majesty’s Government in forwarding |
such letters, I sbhall have the honour to send copies of the specimen now enclosed.

Dated India Office London.
From— Professor Joun Mruwg, P.R.S., Secretary, British Association Committee.
To—The Under-Secretary of State for India. )

It is, I think, remarkable that there appears to be no publication which shows the corre-
sponging value, in Greenwich Mean time, of the local time employed throughout the
world.

Such a table is indispensable in order to determine accurately the instant of occurrence
of earthquakes, sea waves, magnetic phenomena, the despatch of telegrams, and many other
events, the sequence of which in absolute time has to be determined.

Although application has been made to the Royal Olservatory at Greenwich, to the .
Royal Geographical Society, to the Central Telegraph Office in London, to the Offices of Cable -
Companies, and to other possible sources of information, very little has been obtained. 2

As a Secretary of the British Association Committee whose names are appended, I desire
to publish in their forthcoming report a talle showing the differences between Greenwich
Mean time as used in England and Scotland and that of the Civil times used in various parts
of the world. )

By Civil time I mean the time used by railways, telegraphs, and for ordinary public
affairs,

If different times are used in various parts cf your country, I trust that you will be able
to give information relating to the same.

Feeling assured of the value of the table it is intended to compile, I sincerely trust that
you will favour me with a full and explicit statement of the time generally employed in your
country. Ifitis Mean time, state the meridian; the observatory, or the piace to which' this
refers ; and also, as a check against any misunderstanding, please state distinctly the equivalent
of December lsb, 9 A.m., G.M.T. in the local time or times adopted in your own country,

Seismological Investiga'ion Committee, British Association. ;‘
Lord Kelvin, F.R.S. Professor W. G. Adams, F.R.S, :
Dr J. T, Bottom'ey, F.R.S. Sir F. J. Bramwell, Bart., F.R.S. o
Professor G. H, Darwin, F.R S, Horace Darwin,
Major L. Darwin. Dr. C. Davison, Secretary.
G. F. Deacon. Professor J. A. Ewing, F.R.S, e
Professor C, G. Knott. Professor G. A, Lebour.
Professor R. Meldola, F.R.S. J. Milne, F.R.S., Secretary,
Professor J. Perry, F.R.S. Professor J. H. Poynting, F.R.S, e
Dr. Isaac Roberts, F.R.S. G. J. Symons, F.R.8., Chairman, |
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/ Circular No. 1—70-2.
No. R. & L. 1700, dated India Office, London, the 21st October 1897, ‘ v :
From—Sir A. Goorey K.C.B,, Under-Secretary of State for India,
To—The Secretary, British Association Commitice.

T aM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Couneil to acknow]edge the receipt
of your letter of the 9th October, and ip reply to inform you that His Lordship will be

Pleased to grant to your Committes such assistance as may be in his power in the establish. Frox "

ment of the relative Greenwich Mean time and Civil time in India,. w [ACONOCHIE’ 5Q-» ~ rument of India,
I am accordingly ¢o request that, when forwarding to this office the copies of the explana- M Under-Secretary to the ove

tory letter for transmission to the Government of. Tndia, you will also submit a list of the ’

various Jocalities in that country to which the copies should be respectively addressed,

No, R. & L, 1700, dated Shide Hill House, Newport, I. W, the 25th October 1897,
From— Professor J. MiLwe, F.R.S., Secretary, British Association Commitlee, To P
. - ke RO o .
To—The Under-Secretary of Stale for Iniia. ho Jovornrsnt ol &

Ix reply to vour letter of October 21st, I am directed by the Seismologieal Investigation
Committee to offer their thanks to the Secretary of State for India for his kind offer of
assistance with a view to determine the nature of the Civil time used in India and her depend-

encies,
In accordance with your request I have now the honour to enclose copies of the letter¥®
. of enquiry, together with a list of localities to jculture.
* In print and sent by Book Post. chqury, togeths - and AgrioWIRES:.
7 print and sent by Book Pos which it scems desirable they should be addressed, Il‘l"-t—'/—gfliizwozogy.
List of localilies with which the Seismological Investigation Committee desire to communicafe
respecting Civil Time, ted Calcutla, the 6(h January 1898.
b]
Madras. - EBombay. Bengal. Date
North-Western Provinees. (Allahabad and Lucknow), Punjab (Lahore).
Central;Provinces, (Nagpur). Burma (Rangoon).
Assam, Berar (Hyderabad). Ajmere-Merwara.
Coorg. British Baluchistan. Sikkim. ' 243 >0
Pondicherry. Karikal. Marmngao. . SiR . . Committee of the British _ASSOU
Aden, Museat. Babrein Islands, ’ . 1Oqical IBVQSf,lg‘dtlon | btain assistance 1n ascer-
Nepal. Afghanistan. - Tux Si1SmMO'08 of Science are anxious to o the Civil Time
!‘ tion for the advancement 0 Greenwich Mean Yime and T;}e information
Dated Burlington House, London, W, 1 oy between \iTe :ncies. e .
& ’ . . ) taining the difference sarts of India and her deper‘ldt nittee is indicated In
From—Professor Jonx Mitxg, F.R.S., Secrelary, British dssociation Commiltee, employed in varieus desired by the (Joml* 1 eircular from
P¥oan N
To— * Dated 9th October 18¢7. the enclosed -le;gilmatio nis required are
T1is, I think, remarkable that there appears to be no publication which shows the eorre- . ilne, and the localities from which this 1n .
fponding value, in Greenwich Mean time, of the Lincal time employed throughout the world. ' Professor Ml ne, Jist apnended. . as far as pOSSlble,
Such a table is indispensable in order to determine aceurately the instant of occurrence mentioned in the list a’p‘} t the Association’s wishes may, ofessor Milne.
of earthquakes, sea waves, magnetic phenomena, the despatch of telegrams, and many other 9. T am to request tha the circular sent direct 1o Protess
events, the sequence of which in absolute time has to he determined. ics to the T

ied with and repl
Although applieation has been made to the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, to the be complie

' ! : I have the honour to be,
Royal Geographieal Society, to the Central Telegraph Office in London, to the Oilices of
Cable Companies, and to cther possible sources of mformation, very little has been obtained. SIR,
As a Secretary of the British Association Committee whoge names are appended, I desire
to publish in their fortheoming report a table showing the differences between Greenwich

Your most obedient Servant,
Mean time as used in England and Scotland and that of the Civil times used in various parts

of the world. - - o
By Civil time I mean the time used by railways, telegraphs, and for ordinary public i . I A P

affairs. ‘ . India,
If different times are used in various parts of your country, I trust that you will be able Under-Secretary to the Government Of

to give information relating to the same,

Yeeling assured of the valne of the table it is intended to compile, I sincerely trust that
you will favour me with a full and explicit statement of the time generally employed in your R
country. If it is Mean time, stat: the meridian ; the observatory, or the place to which thig
refers; and also, as a check acainst any misunderstanding, please state distinctly the equi-
valent of December 1st, 9 4. m. G.M.T. in the local tjme or times adopted in your own
country,

SEISMOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE.

Britisa AssociaTion,

Lord Kelvin, F.R.S. Professor W, G. Adams, F.R.8,
Dr. J. T. Bottomley, F.R.S, Sir F. J. Bramwell, Bart., F.R.S,
Professor . H. Darwin, F.R.S, Horaee Darwin.,

Major L. Darwin. Dr. C. Davison, Secrctary.

G. F. Peacon. Professor J. A, Ewing, ¥.R,S.
Profescor C. G. Knott, Profes<or G. A. Lebour.
Professor R. Meldola, F.R.S. - J. Milne, F.R.S,, Secretary.
Professor J Perry, F.R.S. Professor J, H. Yoynting, F.R.S,
Dr. Isaac Roberts, F.R.S. G. J. Symons, F.R.S., Chairman.

G.I.C.P. 0.—Nu. 911 R & A—8-1-98.-4°0.-J. W. D'B,
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