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Tn revieTing the Registrar Cencral's !

report on the vorking of the NMalab

maxrviage act .0 mo.iObV of 18/9/@7
said ﬁ Covernu:nt considers that until
further experience is gained no amend-
-ment of the Act in the dircction sug-
-gested is advisabioV

At the sanc time
tro slight alt:rati ns -ere not-d for

the introduction of a bili for that

purposce into the Lege. Council during

the onsuinpg obsslon.
W office notec as
p#yarud by a(\al%)ciurk in the Secre-

~tariat to the effect that there

rere
other points requiring attention. The

GCe Ve and a copy of the changes sugoest-

~ed in this n te verc communicate-d to
the Hon. C. Sankaran Nair for !uhxﬂ&«#‘lﬂhd;;

In reply he maXes the follov-
-ing obsurvatiocns.

(1) Great incouvenien. » is
cau=ud by the provisions of scction 5.
Under that scction nne +f the partics
had to gi-ve notice "to the registrar
vithin vhese local jurisdiction either
of the parties resided at the time “hen
the Sambhandham vas formed,or -“ithin
“hese local jurisdiction it is intended
to form it, "

“he proposal. "h-ich is aprrovcd by the

dene Ce Sankaran Mair. is that r gistra-
~tion gavy T o Lllo wd 0 fore the Seedet
1 -



Registrazp “ithin -hose jul
-diction the parties may be res
at the tine the Sambandhan is p:
to o rogistered. i
(2) That rogistered Sambandhams
be regarded as Marriages. This t
Hon. C.3ankazan Nair considers su

{

-fluous, though unobjuctionable. N
Judge, he ARAR2MS TOQYIN XS is 1ikej
to holid that it is not a legal ma-
-Tiage.
(3) That the provisions of the
Succession Act in regard to d¢
should be appliecd to this Act
gsub-scctin to e addasd to sucu
(1). rhis he apvroves of, remarki
that “hen the Council accepted ti
amendment to confine the act to
domiciled in the Macrag Presidern
overlooked the numcrous cascs O
-riage betveen the natives of M.
and the subjects of the native st
of Cochin and ‘Pravancore, ith th
result that such pMbdNea marri
cannot now be rogistered. He hae
says. alrcady received various c
~ications on the subject,and c
it a "real hardship" that suc!
-sons should be deprived of th
-cfit of the Act.

Accordingly b
opin@@n that c¢ither the prom
-qgont should Yo WAM nade. oT 1]

docizgy 4 apriicanic to ail

N
i




f
|

4

hon cither of the partics 3»e don-

-

~iciicd in the Madras Presmduncy.
W “hat the crds'soction 7.
ciazuge three of scction 8 sheula
ouitted and tie cords M the fore-
-going clauscsMsubstituted.

This he approves of.
04” An addition to be made to section
19 to the effect that in the to'n of
Madras the City Civil court shail take
N the place of the District Munisfi's
Court.

This is approved.

B ©he suggestion that the partios
should be required to give information
of the date of the Sambandham, -ith a
view to deciding the legitimacy of
children bora under a Sambandham. he
disapproves of.as it ould lcad to the
inference that ail ¢ . iidren 2orn oefore
the date of the Saasbandham ore iliecg-
-tinatc and net eadsbine entitied to
share in the property of the parents.
"Saabandham " he rites " is not JMMS
alvays formed ~ith PappaiAties
ceremonies or any formalities,and ig
not a religious matter. A mere casual
connection often developes into a
g Sambandham;i, i.c. the conancetion
is publickly recdgniscd “ithout any
furbdker forpalipy. and the object of the
Act is to insur  that once a Saa’andhan

is r gist r 4 ail their childran.



¥ “henever born ghall be g cqually
entitied. “ithout any regard to the

poriod of their birth...."

The guestion nov is

7 , vhat action if any should be taken on

e S B T

3 : this .omnmunication. 'The n tes erc ok

, . U LS.
.w : N rewmrka. nl Wo. sent to him rég%;Zfé%?i)\Smd?b}y/?Sm

o s

Ag stated above, the G. 0.

o i (No. 1083 of 1897) said that no &
.f amendment of the Act vas necescary Hll

further cxperience had been gained.

e .

It is for comsideration
“bhother the points no- $MM raiscd are
not «f sufficient importance to merit
. | . ’ | legislation at an carly date. Points
’ | : (1) and (3) appear to be';f no small
consequence. Point No. ')also
appcars to indicate a real need.
s ' If legislation vdAdaaicA®
{ . .

R ‘ . is decided upon., the amendments +ill B >

ul : : have to be added to the draft bill,

| / ’ _— . ¢ prepared by the Legislative Dept. and i
!li' . . i K} ‘jzc ; ‘ ‘ !

9 ! . no: in the rands of H.E. the Governor,

- - - n{ /ZZAf”¢44{ i;?ﬂ‘fx%;bﬁﬂ¢jf> to "hom itf§ vas sent @n circuiation @n
S | o T s R

Sept. 3¢

of-
Sntpe Hralfecafrr ™o hm/p\"ﬂ
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G.0., No. 88, 4th November 1897.

NOVEMBER.

Bill to amend the Malabar Marriage Act, 1896.

Directing the publication in the Foré 8¢. George Gaselte in English and in the Malayalsm
and Canarese vernaculars of a —, together with the Btatement of Objects and Ressons, and

requesting the Hon'ble the Acting Advocate-General to take charge of it.
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%m«m«vwvv” fm e B .-

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
G.0., No. 1083, Public, dated 18th August 1897,

Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble P. RAJARATNA -
Bahadur, Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Mg{[r?-i?isLItéltzl’x Dé‘g?%
Secretary to Government, dated Madrus, 5th June 1897, N o$2é5-G e_ °

1. With reference to paragraph 10 of G.0., No, 1299 i
ber 1896, I have the honour to submit a brief, report on’tll)xgblvt%rl(cia?d oth Docem-
Malabar Marriage Act IV of 1896 during the year 1506 gy one under the

* * * X * *

10. The marriage registrars of Calicut and Telli .
that, in some cases, owing to the restrictive provisionslf)}fmz?cftgzvg : rotu g};t ko I-mtl'ce
diction, considerable hardship has been caused to Persons who wisgh St o] thotr
sambandhams, but could not conveniently go all the way to the r O.re'glster thelr
juri‘sdicti.on. In-the case of a sambandham already forned, the Act eglst-fldrs having
registration shall be effected only by the registiar “within whos lpr?f ices that the
either of the parties resided at the time when the sambandham Wa: 1’0&l 5 isdiction
of the cases referred to, the Tahsildar of Cannanore could not re ister(ixr'mEd.
at that place, as both he gmgi his yvife were residents of 'l‘e]licgherr , ‘:Vshsamb; ndham
bandham was formed. Similarly it may happen that g vakil praetigi,, etn 1& ¢ sam-
may have to go all the way to Calicut to register his sambandhag if hg av Mlangalore
both were residents of that district, Tode or his wife or
Tellicherry, who wished to register his samba
the registx?;r of Calicut. ° ndham there, wag actu

11. T understand from the Hon’ble Mr. Sanks N:
usually formed at the house of the bride, but the r;‘;ist:ayraZfﬂ};glﬁ
that there may be cases (though rare) in which the sumbandbams migh
formed at places other than those where the parties resided. nch

to the Act, it may be urged that the lagislature probubly int
registration of marriages by the vegistrar within whose jurisdictio th
took place. This is obviously the more natural course to adopt x11) £ 1
that the wording of the form of notice can be held to overrida T2 U I
the Act as contained in section 8, which distinctly make
the basis for determining the jurisdiction of the registering officer
difficulties pointed out above, [ venture to think that the Act should be
a8 to afford greater facilities for registering the sambandhamg Thero iamended =
why the parties should not be allowed to register their sambandhams sbI:,-(f) ‘o the
registrar within whose jurisdiction the sambandham was formed or is intend ‘(’111: the
formed ; or before the registrar within whose jurisdiction either of the ded to be
residing at the time the sambandham ijs proposed to be registered.

- 12. If the Act is amended as proposed above, it would be necessy 1
the wording in the last column of ‘the form of . no’tiee (A). The regisrr{r:rsgfto(?ar?ii?::
also suggests that columns 2 and § of the form should be amplified 50 as to shaw the

&4

v NS, . i

URBP

e e A e e
No. 88, Lretsrative, 48 Novemser 1897. 3

addresses of the persons referred to therein. He states that, in the absence of this
information, it has been found difficult to serve the notices in many cases.

———" ——

Order—No. 1083, Public, dated 18th August 1897.

Recorded.

2. With regard to the proposals of the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages in paragraphs 10 and 11 of his letter, the Government considers that until
further experience is gained no amendment of the Act in the direction suggested is
advisable. It has, however, been brought to notice that in two sections early amend-
ment is required. In clause 3 of section 8 an error has crept in.  That clause alludes
to ¢ a notice of objection under section 7 ”’, while section 7 contains no reference to any
such objection, It is proposed to amend the section by substituting for the word
“ gection ” and the figure “ 7 7’ the words ¢‘ the foregoing clauses . Again, in section
19, it is provided that a petition for dissolution of a marriage should be presented in
the Court of the District Munsif having jurisdiction. There being no District Munsif’s
Court in the City of Madras, it is necessary to specify some other courts, and it is
therefore proposed that such petitions should be presented in the City Civil Court.
A Bill containing these umendments will be introduced into the Legislative Council

during the ensuing Session.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,

Chief Secretary.

To the Begistrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
Collector of Malabar. '
’ of Sonth Canara.
Hon’ble C. Sankaran Nayar.
Legislative Department.

"

»
”

Drarr BiLr.

A Bill to amend the Malabar Marriage Act, 1896.

Waereas it is expedient to amend the Malabar Marriage Act, 1896 ; It is hereby
enacted as follows :— |

1. In section 8, sub-section (38) of the said Act, for the word and figure * section
7, the words and figures ““ sub-sections (1) and (2)” shall be substituted.

2. In section 19 of the said Act, for the words “in the Court of the District
Munsif ”’, the words “in the Madras City Civil Court in Madras or in the Court of
a District Munsif in the mufassal,” shall be substituted.

8. Madras Act IV of 1896 shall be read as if sections 8 and 19 thereof had
always contained the words now inserted by sections 1 and 2 of this Act in
substitution of the words in that Act as passed.

— s,

Statement of Objects and Reasons.

Sub-section (3) of section 8 of the Malabar Marriage Act, 1896, which prescribes the
ocedure to be adopted by the Registrar of Marriages when objection is taken to fhe registration
iy bandhams, refers to 8 notice of such objection under section 7. The reference to section 7
of Sam iv erteucé as the provision to that effect is contained not in section 7, but in sub-sections
lsl - 1:11&(2) of sect’ion 8. Section 1 of the Bill makes the necessary correction. Section 19 of the
ggtm;ovides that a petition for the dissolution of 8 marriage shall be.presentqd i the Cout:t
of thI:a District Munsif having jurisdietion. ’l‘bere'bemg no such court in the City of Madras, it
is necessary to specify the court in the Presidency ‘own wherein such petitions may be presented.
Section 2 of the Bill supplies the defect and specifies the City Civil Court as the court with

jurisdiction in the City of Madras. -
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4 No. 88, LeeisLative, 4ta Novemser 1897,
e s e
Orper—No. 88, Legislative, dated 4th November 1897,

Under Rule 33 of the Rules for the conduct of business at meetings of the Council
of the Governor of Fort St. George for making Laws and Regulations, His Excellency
the Governor in Council having approved the draft Bill read above, directs ifs
publication in the Fort St. George Gazetle, together with the Statement of Objects and
Reasons, in English and in the Malayalam and Canarese vernaculars.

2. The Honourable the Acting Advocate-General will be requested to take charge
of the Bill.

3. Copies of the Bill, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons, will be
transmitted with a despatch to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

(True Extract.)

Secretary to Government.

To the Public Department, =" ﬁﬂ/ﬂ\

» Hon’ble the Acting Advocate-General.

» Hon’ble Members of the Legislative Couneil.
» Superintendent, Government Press.

» Malayalam Translator to Government.

» Canarese ” . ’

Exd. C. M. Thumbuswamy,
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