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- . . agency system are 4t liberty to leave their gardens and return home as they please,.l>

but practically it 1is impossible for them even to return home, and they are as much
bound to stay, as if they were bound by contract to do so. There are very few
cases in which coolies ever return from Assam.

Coolies recruit?d\’gr Assam generally g in families the younger members being
shipped as dependants : and here again therc 18 8 great opening for abuses to exist;
for a girl who may be refused by the medical officer asiunder age for a cooly,

GOVERNMENT can be shipped off as a dependant with the rest of her family yet there can be no
OF MADRAS. ‘ o doubt that on arrival she will be set to work. ,
PO Tn the case of free emigrants to Burma it is different. There are generally men
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. : who leave their [families behind, probably because they bave to pay the steamer
fare for themselves. They come and go on with the season and remit large sums to
_ their dependants at home. Such remittances do not come from Assam.
Reap—again the following paper :— 8. The Distriet Surgeon is of opinion that emigration to Assam ghould be tempo-
) rarily stopped on the ground of the prevalence of cholera and small-pox in this distriet
G.0., Nos. 1018, 1019, Public, dated 16th December 1895. - but he is inconsistent as he does not wisl. +jon to Burma. ' ,
; A:ggnAqf.-—Or@ering the publication in the Fort St. George and Ganjém District Gazottes ' ; 9. For the reasons pointed out by me I think tha ..o question of prohibiting all
(é aIac 1111t0t ax :zt(ior; closltr}g t:kr:xp&rarﬂy the land route to emigrants proceeding from Ganjém to Lo free emigration to Assam by other than licensed recruiters is worthy of very serious con-
, requesting the overnment of Bengal to give publicity to the notitication. . sideration, both on the grouna o sanitation at the aé?ﬁfsr where they are kept pending
—_— ; shipment, and in the interests of the coolies themselves. Unlicensed emigration is
Reap—also the following paper :— 3 likely to be much more fruitful of abuse than 1s protected emigration, where atany
) . - rate the coolies are brought up for inspection and are given an opportunity of repre-
Fromsgz.r ;l;rTz%Z(I;OOV}?{, Esq.,t %C.S., Acting Collector of Ganjim, to the Chief . senting any grievances they may have to make as to the mode of their recruitment.
Y el‘n.men , dated Chatrapur, 5th May 1897, Ref. No. 851-Eng. 5 10. T am of opinion that, under section 5 of the Act, Government may take the
. I have the honour to bring to your notice the desirability of prohibiting free ) action proposed by me. At the same time I do not, at a period of distress, wish to
emigration of coolies from this district to Assam. ‘ ' obstruct any system that is affording relief to the district by providing an outlet for its
9. Until quite recently there were a large number of rden sardars working in - ' surplus population ; but it is at the same time necessary that the interests of that
this district under contractors and Jocal agents licensed undge?' the Assam Emigla%ion surplus population should be safe-guarded and protected by Government.
Act I of 1882. The cooly depdte were at the port of Gopalpur. _—
3. In January lastone Mr. Kinney cameto this district to recruit coolies for Assam
on the free emigration system and was, in eonsequence, under no official supervision Orper—No. 919, Public, dated 12th July 1897.
whatever and was able to remove his coolies either by land or sea as it suited him . L . . .
without reference to G.0., No. 1018, Public, dated 16th December 1895, which only The Government considers that it will be sufficient to invite the attention of the
applied to coolies recruited by persons licensed under the Act. R Govgrnmenﬁs of Bengal a}n;d Assam ;Llo the s{)atela( of affairs reported by the Collector of
4. On the outbreak of small-pox and cholera in the distriet 1 issued orders under Ganjém, and to suggest that 2 watch may be kept on the free emigrants with a view
to safe-guarding thewr interests.

the Act for the careful inspection of the depbts by the medical officer, and insisted
on the vaccination of all jcoolies reeruited (vide Tule 28). There was considerable
friction between the medical inspector and the various contractors and agents, but as [Horo enter letters Nos. 920 and 920A, Public, dated 12th July 1897.]
a general result the depOts were tound to be over-crowded and sanitary arrangements ’ ’ '
defective. Some of the places used as depbts for free emigrants were even worse, old
and young of both sexes being indiseriminately mixed up.

5. Largely, in consequence of the instructions issued by me to provide for the _

better accommodation of the coolies awaiting shipment and for the improvement of their . Chief Secretar:
sanitary surroundings, and partly aleo, I believe, to the fact that the licensed recruiters ¥
found that the free emigration agents were at liberty to do as they pleased in the — ®masanissss= "
matter of such arrangements, they have now one and all resigned their posts under the

Act and handed in their licenses, and have taken to recruitment on the free emigration

system.
6. They are now at liberty to remove their recruits by rail or sea, and are quite
free from any sanitary restrictions unless the provisions of the Towns Nuisance Ach

happen to be infringed.

7. So far as the recruiters are concerned, they are not likely to lose. Owing to

the removal of all restrietions they are enabled to get a large pamber of coolies who
o earn large extra

would not otherwise have been passed by the medical officer and 8 :

capitation fees. I believe that these agents receive Rs. 20 for each cooly dehyered at
the gardens, or in Caleutta, while Savara coolies are especially val.uable as being able
fo withstand the malaria of Assam. Theoretically, coolies recruited under the free

9. The Governments of Bengal and Assam will be addressed.

(True Extract.)

To the Collector of Ganjém.

Exd. W. D’ Moss.

[\
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Requesting that instructions may be issued to the officers concerned which will ensure a
watch being kept on free emigrants arriving from Ganjém and safe-guard their interests.
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. ;ﬁ,ﬁxzzi%}?fder

LeTrrer—to ,
Tae CHIEF COMMISSIONER or ASSAM.

SIR,

I am directed to forward a copy of the Proceedings of this Government, of this
date, from which it appears that in the Ganjém district licensed recruiting of coolies
for Bengal and Assam has been abandoned and the free emigration system adopted in
its place. I am to suggest that instructions may be issued to the officers concerned
which will ensure a watch being kept on the free emigrants who arrive from
Ganjém with a view to safe-guarding their interests.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

OOTACAMUND, J. F. PRICE,
12¢h July 1897. Chief Secrelary.

PSSR SE

Exd. W. D Moss,

Prblic Wesks (1897) Department.
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