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No.470.
;f From

J. P. HEWETT, Esg., C.LE.,
‘ Secretary to the Government of India,

To

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT OF
MADRAS.

Home L epartment.
Medical,

Stmla, the /fAMay 1897.
SIR,

4 AL A S et O

1 AM directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter
No. 74, dated the 23rd January 189%, on the subject of the administration of
Lunatic Asylums in the Madras Presidency.

T 5 Ribe, DEW e b

2. lam to say that the Government of India have considered with close
attention the arguments stated®in your letter No. 1218 (Judicial), dated the 23rd
July 1866, against the amalgamation of the Calicut and Vizagapatam Asylums -
with the Asylum at Madras. It appears to the Government of India that the
question of the amalgamati@h of Lunatic Asylums has to be determined upon im-
| AN portant considerations which to some extent tend in opposite directions. On the
one hand since this is, in their opinion, the expedient most likely to ensure good
management and a careful and sympathetic treatment of the patients, they
adhere to the view that it is of great importance in the interests of good admin-
istration that each Asylum should be large enough to receive the undivided atten-
tion of a duly qualified Medical Officer. On the other hand, the Governor
General in Council is in agreement with the Government of Madras in thinking
that it is not desirable to confine together very large numbers of lunatics, and
that the patients are likely to be happier and to have a better chance of recovery
if they are confined in a portion of the country, the customs and vernacular of
which resemble those of their own homes.

3. After considering the case of the Madras Asylums in the light of these
principles, the Government of India have arrived at the conclusion that the ad-
vantages of amalgamating the Asylum at Vizagapatam with that at Madras out-
weigh the objections to the amalgamation. The Vizagapatam Asylum is a very
small one. "The patients appear to average about 50. In language ard climate
there is little difference between Madras and Vizagapatam. The addition to
the Madras Asylum would not be material, and in Madras the Vizagapatam
patients would have the advantage, under the arrangements [ am presently to
‘mention, of being under the care of the most accomplished specialist in mental
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disease, whom the Madras Government can find. The Calicut Asylum belongs
to a different region of the Prealdency, and the Government of India are quite

content to leave it on its present footing \until further experience has been gained.

4. In paragraph 6 of your letter of the 23rd July, the question of t'%: salary
of the Superintendent of the Madras Asylum is discussed. The Government
of Madras consider that the salary of Rs. 600—350—g00 originally proposed by
the Surgeon- -General with the Government of India is insufficient. The Govern-
ment of India recognize that it is essential that the Asylum should be controlled
by a thoroughly efficient Superintendent and that to ensure this a cap-
able officer should be selected while still young and should occupy the post for
a considerable time. The Government of India would suggest either pay at the
rate of Rs. 700, rising by annual increments of Rs. 50 to Rs. 1,200, or a substan-
tial staff salary in addition to the pay of the officer’s rank. They will be glad to
know which alternative the Government of Madras would prefer, and if they
select the latter, what rate of staff salary they would consider suitable.

5. In conclusion, I am to request that proposition statements may be pre-
pared showing the financial effect of the proposals dealt with in this letter and
that they may’ be forwarded to the Government of India with the reply to this

letter.
I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

J. P. HEWETT,
Secretary to the Government of India.

. G. C, Press, Simla,=No. 420 H, D~=17-5-97.>=4t
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